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Zlacksmith's Shoyp

Federal #ill, Liaryland

cvapsule-osummary

This small bricx structure was once the blacksmithy for the rural
settlement of rederal Hill. <Ifoday it is avandoned, and¢ sits across the
road from the modern I'ocard's Farn SsStore, settinzg up an interesting
contrast wuwetween old and new, The Federal Zill area is the northern boundary
for suburvan develonment in this part of Harford County, and one cannot

help wonder how long the olé building will remain,
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DESCRIPTION N

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
— EXCELLENT X DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOoD —RUINS X ALTERED —_-MOVED DATE
__FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tnis szall buildincg is located at the edgze of (D 165 (Federal [ill
«d.) in the area known as rederal .ill. It is one story hi~h, facees east
and has a gable end roof running nort-south,and rests on a rubtlestone
foundation. ‘‘he wallc arez BEXXX®X of red clay orick laid in :nerlican
oonG (5 stretcher variztion) and are 7i¢% thick., =t ths south zacle end
is the remains of an interior orickx ena chimney.

‘he structure is currently usea for miscellaneous etorag £
farm supply store across the street. hen examinec in .2y 1921, there
was no sign of a forsge or other blacsnithing tools, The interior has
veen vlastered and hitewashed, and & storage loft szuce constructed of
rrodern materials has cveen added. as can ve ooserved in the accomvanying
floorpvlan, changss rave ve:n male Lo the coor and window opcninzs over
the yezars.

~ast ol the older Dduilding is ‘oard's Izrm Store. .his businesc was
oezun in 17%2 as a chicken hatchery. “hs business diversificd, and the
present structure was built in 1245, The buildins is © bays wide by o
lons vays deep (articulated by overhead door ovenings and pairs of windows)
and is extended to the north by a later shea roof wins, It fac:s .. 163
anc¢ has a center entrance on tae west facade which is flanked 1
shov windows. T“he gable end roof is made distinctive by a
eaves, and the owner resvorted that Rilco Co. vre-fzoricated ro trusses
were usedé that account for this feature. “he oculk of this ocuilcin~ is
constructed of concrete block tneewalls and frane clavvoard covere
valls,
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELCW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW _SCIENCE
__1500-1593 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _ZRCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY —SOCIAL HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _—ART __ENGINEERING —.MUSIC . THEATER
X _1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
~-190C- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY;
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

i‘he small settlen of Federal =ill is today defined by the rarming
supvly store run by the Ioard faily, a obusiness that supvlies the nrofess-
ionzl farmer as well aas the packyard rardener. _his store is the oniv

ousiness left in an area tnat once had a store and post office, wvlacksmitay
anc whhelwricht (accordinz to *he 1u7¢ lartenet rmav), 4 number of 10th
century residencec survive, and the countryside 5till looizs such the way
it must have one hundred years ago--rollin~ farmland, mostly onen fields.
..ost oi the haeavier suburoan ceveloovment has occurred south of rederal
#ill, ancd this couniryside is =till relatively untoucheéd by truct houses
or convenience stores

‘ne contras Letdeen the rmodern farm stores and the old blacsmithy
is5 an interesting one that tells us how the scale of our environment has
cnanted. whe blacksmithy is the 1 :th century ecuivelant of this ne:
ouildint acrose the street, a modern businesc that has avsorbed the
function of wheelwright ana cocuntr store. hile many of larford County's
smaller villages have lost all traces of commercial wctivity, Jedsral
dill maintains this activity in a ravidlv chanzins environment,

sote-no titl: csearch done for this vwroverty,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
NMAME / TITLE
*hillip Lord ifistoric lites wurveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE .
Harford County DJevartment of rlanning and woning June 1l%o
STREET & NUMBER REYTG —
45 south ilain Street S5u=0050 £ 235
CTVORTOWELY iir SATEarvland 101k

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially crasated
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to pe found in the
Annctated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 1gl Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for infcrmation
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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