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CAPSULE SUMMARY 

The Tharpe Property is a 158 acre farm with eleven structures, located between Bel Air and 
Churchville, southwest of Fountain Green Road (MD Rt 543) between Fountain Green and 
Creswell. It is located across the road from "Christopher's Camp," an MHT easement property 
with a 1771 house. The Tharpe land has been farmed for well over a hundred years by a series of 
owners. Parts of the land were once part of several tracts: "Christopher's Camp" (originally 
surveyed in 1684 as 1000 acres), "St. George' (originally surveyed in 1684 as 400 acres), and 
"Broom's Bloom" (once 1000 acres). In the 20th century, the significance of the site is tied to its 
ownership and use by the Tharpe family for over 60 years, its use as a dairy farm, and the fact that 
this farm represents a typical mid 20th century Harford County dairy farm. The name Tharpe 
Property was selected to reflect not only its recent use, but also the ownership for the longest 
period of time after the construction of the site's structures. The Main House, Chickenffurkey 
Shed, Tool Shed, and Garage are set apart from the other farm buildings (barns, com cribs, 
workshop, and tenant housing) with landscape screening, setting off the family domain from the 
working farm. The other structures flank the driveway, the functional backbone of the dairy farm. 
Approximately 80 acres of the property are farmed and the remainder is woQded, pond, driveway, 
and buildings. 
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Tharpe Property 
Harford County, MD 

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE COUNT: 11 

DESCRIPTION 
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The Tharpe Farm is a complex of eleven structures situated on 158 acres, south of Fountain Green 
Road (MD Rt 543 ). The Main House, Chicken/Turkey Shed, Tool Shed, and Garage are set apart 
from the other farm buildings (barns, corn cribs, workshop, and tenant housing) with landscape 
screening, setting off the family domain from the working farm. The other structures flank the 
driveway, the functional backbone of the dairy farm. Approximately 80 acres of the property are 
farmed and the remainder is wooded, pond, driveway, and buildings. 

The structures on the property appear to have been well constructed and maintained by the 
owners (until recently -- paint peeling, landscaping overgrown, flower gardens mowed over). 
Construction seems substantial, albeit plain. All the buildings are painted white with the 
exception of the red Dairy Barn, Detached Corn Crib and the trim on the Granary/Equipment 
Shed. Most of the structures have electricity and glass-globed lightning rods along the ridge, 
some still intact. 

#1 -- MAIN HOUSE 
The c. 1930, vernacular frame dwelling (34' x 28' plus porch and addition) has late Bungalow 
style features in its raised foundation, wide porch with square piers, paired windows and wall 
dormers. The eight-foot deep porch extends the full width of the dwelling and is accessed by wide 
steps ascending the south end. The porch roof is a typically shallow-pitch, hipped roof and is 
supported by four square piers. The dwelling foundation is poured concrete. The wooden siding 
is wide clapboard and the paint is peeling. Vinyl shutters have been nailed to the south and east 
side windows and triple-track aluminum storm windows have been installed on most window 
frames, except those opening on the front porch, which appear to have had removable wooden 
storm/screens. 

The house has two chimneys, one very large exterior one of a hard-fired brick serving the 
fireplace at the west end of the double parlor and another of softer brick (probably original) 
extending above the main ridge, serving the dining room fireplace. 

An extension on the back of the house appears to be a enclosure of a back porch. The 
continuation of the roof to the north end of the house has created a covered, concrete patio. 

Inside the house, the first floor is divided into approximately four equal, almost square rooms, 
flanking a wide stair hall running through from front-to-back. 

The painted exterior doors are two tall panels topped with six, square panes of glass, while the 
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interior doors are of a lower height and have five horizontal panels. The door hardware is mostly 
brass-plated tin, typical of the era of construction. 

The walls are painted rough plaster with wall paper applied in several rooms, such as the dining 
room and kitchen. Most of the trim is varnished yellow pine. The vertical casings of the doors 
and windows have tall, stepped plinths and they are molded, topped by a thin, beaded header cap 
and plain horizontal casing. The open staircase's square newel, rail and steps are varnished 
yellow pine, while the rectangular balusters have been painted. 

The kitchen has dark-stained, plain front cabinets with copper accent hardware and sheet vinyl on 
the floor. There is a basement accessible from the kitchen via a two-panel door. The door from 
the kitchen to the enclosed porch at the rear is the taller, two-panel and glass entry door style and 
the trim inside the enclosed porch is plain stock. The enclosed porch has wall-to-wall carpet. 

The house has baseboard heat. A large square patch in the wooden flooring at the wide doorway 
between the entry hall and the front parlor appears to been installed when a gravity hot air heat 
system was removed. 

Upstairs there are two main bedrooms, one on each side of the wide stair hall. Each has walk-in 
closets under the eaves. The bathroom is located in the SW comer and the dining room chimney 
projects into the smaller bedroom. At the west end of the stair hall, a paired window wall dormer 
provides light and head room, as does a triple window wall dormer at the east end of the hall in a 
small nursery/sewing room. 

#2 -- CHICKENffURKEY SHED 
Located off to the NW of the main house, this shed, used for housing chickens and turkeys, has 
rotted flooring, a full bank of east-facing windows and doors on each end. 

#3 - TOOL SHED 
Located directly behind (west ot) the house, the small, gable-roofed shed has vertical plank siding. 

#4--GARAGE 
The typical, two-car, detached garage is covered with vinyl siding and has a concrete block 
foundation, composite shingle, shallow-pitch gable roof and wooden doors for vehicles and 
pedestrians. 

#5 -- GRANARY/EQUIPMENT SHED 
This banked building has a lower equipment storage area opening east to the driveway. The 
upper level is accessed by a sliding door at the north end. After stepping up into the building, the 
framing is exposed. The open room is lighted by small, 6/6 windows. Not all sash match, 
implying some were replaced or were recycled from other structures. The gable ends have single, 
616 attic windows. The window trim and eaves had been set off with red paint that has now worn 
thin. 
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#6 -- DETACHED CORN CRIB 
Besides the barn, this is the only structure in the complex other than the barn that is painted red. 
The gable structure has an equipment storage bay in the center with com cribs on each side. This 
larger com crib is newer (c. 1950s) than the smaller one connected to Workroom. 

#7 -- REMAINS OF TRAILER HOUSE 
The shell of a trailer sits atop concrete block piers. The windows are gone and most of the siding 
has come off, exposing the batt insulation. 

#8 -- TENANT HOUSE 
A small, concrete block dwelling sits facing north at the end of the gravel driveway. It appears to 
be a compact, well-kept, I 1h story house with vinyl shutters matching those on the main house. 

#9 -- WORKROOM, CORNCRIB, ANIMAL SHELTER 
This structure is a small collection of attached outbuildings. There is an open animal shelter at the 
NE comer, an open pole shed (now used for straw storage) on the SE comer, a concrete block 
work room with nine-pane sash and brick window sills at the SW comer, and an older com crib 
sided using wire nails at the NW comer. All are covered with standing seam metal roofs. 

#10 -- SECONDARY DIARY BARN 
The banked, gable barn used for young animals has a shed-roofed extension to the east. It has a 
concrete block foundation and a standing seam metal roof 

#11- MAIN DAIRY BARN 
The banked barn has evolved over time. It retains its slate roof The original foundation of the 
approximately 45' x 62' barn is stone, although the stone is only visible at the SE and NE comers, 
as the remainder has been parged or covered with additions. The original mortar is fairly hard, 
tan in color, and there are a variety of aggregate sizes and colors. Portions of the exposed 
stonework have been repainted with a portland mortar. Some of the foot-wide, rough sawn, 
vertical siding has been replaced, such as on the west and north sides of the barn. The newer 
siding is circular sawn, while the older siding has rough, straight saw marks, as seen on the east 
side and the center of the north side. Almost all the nails are wire nails. Although some cut nails 
can be found. 

The main framing of the barn, used for hay storage, is eight inch square timbers. Some of the 
8" x 8" timbers were cut with a circular saw, some have rough straight cuts, and the horizontal 
timbers at the eave level were hewn. The framing is pegged and there is no evidence of 
chamfered shoulders, all timbers being rectangular cut. The ladder leading to the hay loft was put 
together with wire nails, but some cut nails are visible. 

This barn appears to be a late 19th century barn, converted in the early 20th century to its 
current system for dairying. According to a local history book, the slate industry in NE Harford 
County was in its heyday from 1830-1930, with slate roofs on barns being quite typical. 
Furthermore, although replaced by circular saws, up-and-down saws were used on many 
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Harford county streams as late as the turn of the 20th century. Demand for lumber was so great 
there were sawmills on almost every stream. (Wright, pp. 149, 152) These two pieces of 
information point to a late 19th century date of construction for the main barn on this farm with 
its combination of hewn, up-and-down and circular sawn timbers, the construction taking place 
when the local sawmill industry was converting from up-and-down to circular saw 
manufacturing. 

The lower level was enclosed with concrete block along the east side to create a milking barn, 
where the cows were both housed and milked, complete with troughed concrete floor, metal pipe 
stanchion dividers, beaded board ceiling, parged walls, ceiling fans and lights. It opens out onto a 
concrete pad that is connected to a sloped concrete walk/driveway leading between the structures 
to the south. The lower level windows were added or enlarged on the north, east and south sides. 

At the north end of the barn is a small link connecting to two upright silos. The older ( c.1930s) 
western one is glazed block and the eastern one is a stave silo, "corrugated" concrete vertical 
panels bound together with clamped wire bands, on a poured concrete foundation. Both have 
metal roofs. 

At the south end are two additions. The first is a frame addition, an enclosed walkway, with a 
concrete block foundation. Then further south is a glazed block addition, the dairy house, with a 
poured concrete foundation. Milk was stored here, awaiting transportation, and the milking 
equipment was washed up in this building. 

A farm pond is located south of the Main Dairy Barn near the secondary barn. 
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Tharpe Property 
Harford County, MD 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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The Tharpe Property is a 158 acre farm, located between Bel Air and Churchville, southwest of 
Fountain Green Road (MD Rt 543) between Fountain Green and Creswell. It is located across the 
road from "Christopher's Camp," an MHf easement property with a 1771 house. The Tharpe land 
has been farmed for well over a hundred years by a series of owners. Parts of the land were once 
part of several tracts: "Christopher's Camp" (originally surveyed in 1684 as 1000 acres), "St. 
George' (originally surveyed in 1684 as 400 acres), and "Broom's Bloom" (once 1000 acres). ln 
the 20th century, the significance of the site is tied to its ownership and use by the Tharpe fanuly 
for over 60 years, its use as a dairy farm, and the fact that this farm represents a typical mid 20th 
century Harford County dairy farm. The name Tharpe Property was selected to reflect not only 
its recent use, but also the ownership for the longest period of time after the construction of the 
site's structures. 

According to "A Map of Harford County: 1858," the land was owned by W. Forward (a spelling 
error of the family name Forwood). The "1878 Martenet's Map of Harford County, Maryland" 
mdicates the land was owned by S. W. Forwood. The then 183 acre parcel changed hands three 
times between 1886 and 1896 when it was valued at $6,500. When the Carsin family sold the 
land upon which they resided in 1918, it was valued at $16,500. The land was subdivided in the 
1920s with a 103 acre parcel and a 35 acre parcel, etc. and a number of transfers of ownership and 
mortgage in the 1920s and 1930s. 

The estate of Lena Ruth · 1 ·harpe (died 199 5, widow of Theo R. · 1 ·harpe) sold the 15 8 acre farm to 
the current developers in 1996. Dewitt Tharpe, nephew of Ruth and Theo, continues to grow and 
store hay on the property. Ruth and ·1beo Tharpe purchased 148 acres of land in 1940 from 
relatives, two widows in the Kirk family who had inherited the land from their husband of less 
than one year and son Stanley J. Kirk who had bought the farm in 1934 ( 103 acres). In 1943 Ruth 
and Theo Tbarpe purchased two more parcels on the NW side of the lane leading to their residence 
from the Graybeal family. (One of these parcels had been part of the land owned by William 0. 
Michael pnor to 1923. The Michael's family bought the Christopher's Camp farm in 1879 and 
continues to own the land.) Ruth and Theo Tharpe had sold off parcels in 1961, 1962, 1980 and 
1989. 

The property represents a typical mid-20th century Harford County dairy farm in several ways: its 
production, its acreage and its construction. Harford County had 1873 farms in 1950 whose 
principal products included hay, com, wheat, barley, oats, vegetables, dairy products, poultry 
and poultry products and livestock. Many of these were produced on the Tharpe farm: hay, com, 
barley, wheat, and milk, along with garden products and chickens and turkeys for home 
consumption. The size of the farm was considered average for a dairy farm in the middle of the 
20th century, although now dairy farms need to be larger to survive economically. 

81 



No evidence has been uncovered of what the earlier farm house(s) looked like or where it (they) 
was (were) located. The house now associated with the farm dates from c. 1930 according to tax 
records and its architectural styling appears to be consistent with that construction date. Theo 
and Ruth Tharpe' s niece, Louise Tharpe, said the existing house was on the property when the 
Kirk family purchased the land, so surviving family members have no recollection of a previous 
dwelling. 

Theo and Ruth had no children to help on the farm. The Tenant House was constructed to shelter 
the help for the farm. During Theo Tharpe's lifetime, the tenant farmers were a man and his son 
who helped the Tharpes with the farm work. Ruth Tharpe, who continued to run the farm after 
her husband's death in 1977, had the mobile home placed on the property in the early 1980s to 
house additional farm labor. The Tharpes also exchanged labor and equipment with the 
Michael's family across the road on the Christopher's Camp property. 

In its heyday as a dairy barn, say the 1940s and 1950s, it was considered up-to-date among dairy 
farmers. Approximately 50 cows were milked by the Tharpes, with another 20 or so added in 
the last years of production by the tenant farmer. According to Lynn Warman, a Harford County 
Agricultural Extension agent from 1957-1984, the stanchion barn system where the cows were 
tied into their stalls, as seen in the lower level of the main barn, had been used for a long time 
and is now approaching obsolescence. Now a loose housing system with an independent 
milking parlor is more typical, with at least some degree of computerization. The barn has been 
well maintained, until recently, and appears to be typical, but not outstanding for Harford 
County. 

Harford County was not always a dairy farming county. There were few local processing plants 
for dairy products in the county prior to 1880. One of the first creameries, Harford Creamery, 
was built in 1897. Soon thereafter, creameries began to process milk in other areas such as 
nearby Churchville. (Wright, p.164.) It is possible the conversion of this farm to dairying took 
place around that time. According to Dewitt Tharpe, the milking was once done by hand and 
later converted to machine, but never computerized on this farm. 

With the coming of truck transportation and methods of refrigeration, most local creameries 
disappeared. (Wright, p.164.) In the late 1940s, milk was shipped in 10 gallon cans. (Warman) 
By the early 1950s, tank trucks were just beginning to take a foothold and the milk was shipped 
in bulk to Baltimore and Washington. (Harford Directory, p.231) In 1953 Harford county's 
20,000 milk cows produced over $5,000,000 of milk annually. (Harford Directory, p.231) In 
1957, there were approximately 700 farms shipping milk. (Warman) 

According to Dewitt Tharpe, his uncle Theo Tharpe participated in the Maryland Co-op, a 
cooperative marketing service agency for over 50 years. The producing dairymen pooled and 
then marketed their milk, acquiring a milk routes and a substation. (Warman) In recent times, 
the Tharpe' s milk was picked up daily. 
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Theo Tharpe also participated in the University of Maryland's DHI Testing Program, a record
keeping program that tracked breeding and bloodline facts and tested milk samples monthly for 
butterfat content. Participation in this program points to the acceptance of the dairy farm as one 
of good quality, echoing community perception of Theo Tharpe' s farm as a better dairy farm. 
(Warman) 

To conclude, Theo and Ruth Tharpe ran this dairy farm for over half of the 20th century. Their 
lives, accomplishments and farm property appear to be typical for Harford County for their 
times, but not necessarily outstanding. Little is known about the previous owners or previous 
construction, making it difficult to assess earlier significance. 
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Tharpe Property 
Harford County, MD 
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