
HA-180 
Henry Harlan House 
1145 Stafford Road 
Darlington vicinity 
Private 

First quarter of 19th century 

The Henry Harlan House is a fair example of stone building technology 
in early 19th century Harford County. The stone toolshed or shop with a 
possible schoolroom in the upper level is a not uncommon feature found on 
remote farms dating from this period. The date 11 1819 11 on the barn suggests 
that the entire complex may have been built about that time. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Henry Harlan House 
AND/OR COMMON 

Red Oak Farm 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

1145 Stafford Road 
CITY_ TOWN 

Darlington ~ VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~OCCUPIED 
~BUILDINGIS) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ..XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED __ YES UNRESTRICTED 

not applicable _NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Harold Herman 
STREET & NUMBER 

P.O. Box 206 
------------

CTY_ TOW~ 

Darlington _ V1C!NITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
--:au RTl-iOL: SE Harford County Court House 
REG!STRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

40 South Main Street 
C!TY TOWN 

Bel Air 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 
Harford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDtNCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _REUGiOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCiEll/TIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL_ __ TRANSPORTATI;)~; 

_Mll!TARY __ OTHER 

Te~ephone rr : 457-5200 

STATE " ZJ. p code 
Harylana 21034 

Liber #: 
Folio #· 

STATE 

Maryland 

Maryland Historical Trust Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 

c. 1970 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 

_FEDERAL X-STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

Maryland Historical Trust 

Annapolis 
STATE 

Maryland 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Henry Harlan House is a two-story stone and concrete block house in 
which the stone section was possibly built in the second quarter of the 
19th century and which is located on the east side of Stafford Road 
north of the Ellis J. Tucker House (HA-183). Both houses are located on 
the same large horse farm within sight of each other, but at a distance 
of about 1/4 mile across open pasture land. The Harlan House original 
main elevation faced south; the present orientation is north and west. 

The original main elevation probably had a three-bay arrangement with an 
off-center entry. The entry was possibly in the west bay, which now 
has a window smaller than the others on this elevation. There is also 
evidence of infill below the window. The other windows on the ground 
floor are tall and narrow with 2/2 sash and plain architraves. The second 
floor windows are smaller 6/6 sash. The north elevation has two bays 
with the west bay containing smaller windows on a lower plane than those 
of the east bay. The west elevation has the present entrance, a single 
door under a modern shed proch. The only windows on this elevation 
are two small square openings at the attic level. A stone one story 
wing with a concrete block extension adjoin the east gable end. The 
east end of both the main section and the wing contain interior end 
brick chimneys. The roof is composition. 

North of the house is a stone shop building with an upper floor reached 
via an outside stair. Local tradition states this was a schoolroom. 
Other uses may include slave quarters, an office, and a blacksmith shop. 
The building has a central chimney and a slate roof. The roof extends 
at the west end to shelter the second floor entrance. A similar 
building may be found at Box Hill (HA-894). 

About 50 yeards west of the house is a stone bank barn with a date­
stone set in the south gable reading "1819". Metal ventilators break 
the slate roof and a frame extension has been added to the northwest 
corner. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
REHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW __ SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 ___AGRICULTURE _E.:ONOMICS _LITERATURE _s:::uLPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 -ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORAT!ON/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POL1TICS1GOVERNMENT ~OTHER ISPECIFYl 

_INVENTION local history 

SPECIFICDATES first quarter 19th cen¥1~~fR/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Henry Harlan House is a fair example of stone building technology 
in early 19th century Harford County. The stone toolshed or shop with 
a possible schoolroom in the upper level is a not uncommon feature 
found on remote farms dating from the first half of the 19th century. 
The date of 1819 on the barn suggests the entire complex may have been 
built about that period. The Harlan House was one of those mentioned 
in W. S. Forwood' s "Homes on Deer Creek" series in the 1879-1880 
Aegis - Intelligencer. "His (Henry S. Harlan's) buildings are 
comfortable, but remain in the same condition as they were left by his 
immediate ancestors; showing his regard for the old style.'' 

Note: This form consolidates original survey numbers HA-180, 181 
/>hop), and 182 (Barn). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
HI.- (io 

Martenet's Map of Harford County, 1878 
Jennings and Herrick Map of Harford County, 1858 
Forwood, William Stump, "Homes on Deer Creek", Aegis - Intelligencer, 
December 19, 1879 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COU~HY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
:-.!AME' TiTLE 

Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGA1'<!ZATION ----------DA 'E 

Harford County Department of Planning & Zoning February 1983 
ST<iEET & NUM8ER TELEPHONE 

45 South Main Street (301) 838-6000 Ext. 207 
sr•n 

Bel Air Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of i-1aryland, Artie le 41, Section 181 KP·., 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are bei:-1g :Frepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS• I IOI 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFl~Al ION NATION.tl REGISTER VERIFICATION 
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I herebv certify lhet this property is included in the 
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forth by thl' Naltona I Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, OUrce of Archeology and H1$tOri c Preservation 

level of significance of this nominauon is: 
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Henry llarlan House 
Harford County 
Photo: Janet Oavf s 
January 1983 
Barn, west elevation 
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