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Ellis J. Tucker House 
1145 Stafford Road 
Darlington vicinity 
Private 

1858; 1936 

The Ellis J. Tucker House is the successor to an earlier house built 
in the first quarter of the 19th century by William Stump. Tucker was the 
inheritor of the farm and built the present building on the site of the 
original house. During the 1930's, Burt Vaughn Flannery, then owner of 
the house, made several major alterations and added a stone studio. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

; .... , - / · .. f
. '·· ., 

1 I \ , ._.r 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ellis J. Tucker House is a 2 1/2 story stone house with several 
additions, the main part of which dates from 1858 and the major 
addition from 1936, located on the west bank of the Susquehanna River 
overlooking a panoramic view up and down the river and across into 
Cecil County. The house and its outbuildings are about 3/4 mile north 
of Stafford Bridge at Deer Creek and the main elevation faces south. 

The main elevation has three bays with a central entrance containing 
modern double doors. A two story porch with square columns may have 
been added in the 1930's. Three gabled dormers with slate sides 
break the slate gable roof on this facade. A flat-topped stone 
interior chimney rises from the west gable end and an exterior chimney 
is located on the north elevation. The windows on the main elevation 
differ on each floor: the ground floor windows have large openings 
with paneled lower frames, sidelights, and a 20-light central section. 
The second floor windows are 8/8 and the dormers have 6/6 sash. The 
west gable end has two bays on the ground floor, three on the 
second floor and two on the attic level. A datestone in this gable 
reads: "EJT 1858." The north elevation has a two-story wing and 
service entrance. The east end of the house was apparently added or 
greatly altered in the mid-1930's. An oriel bay window projects from 
this elevation and a datestone set in the wall reads "1936." Surround:i. 
the house are several levels of stone terraces and lawns, which appear 
to be contemporary with the 1930's alternations. 

Immediately northeast of the main house is a two-story stone studio 
building dating from the 1930's. This building hae three bays on the 
south elevation, a large studio window on the north, and an exterior 
stone chimney on the east gable end. The roof is slate and most 
windows have 8/8 sash. 

About 200 yards west of the house is a frame bank barn apparently 
dating from the mid to late 19th century. It has mortise and tenon 
framing with clearly visible Roman numeral joinery guides. The 
foundation is stone and the siding is board and batten and vertical, 
apparently a recent replacement. Just south of the barn is a small stone 
tenant cottage built about 1940. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

"'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

.~EHfSTOPIC ___ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMU"llTY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 
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_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
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_SCULPTURE 
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_TRANSPORTATION 

~OTHER !SPECIFY: 

local history 

SPECIFIC DATES 1858; 1936 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ellis J. Tucker House may be the successor to an earlier house built 
in the first quarter of the 19th century by William Stump. Part of the 
tracts from which the present parcel was formed included Rigbies Hope, 
a resurvey of the old Mt. Yeo tract, which was passed by will from 
William to Henry C. Stump and thence to Samuel C. Stump, who was the 
owner of a building on this location shown on the 1858 Jennings and 
Herrick map. Parts of the earlier building may be enclosed within 
the walls of the 1858 house and the 1936 addition. 

In 1931, the farm was purchased by Burt Vaughn Flannery, an advertising 
executive and painter, who made major alterations and built the studio. 
~annery raised horses and painted portraits of race horses during the 

-~40's. One of his clients was Calumet Farms. According to the 
1970 survey form, the stone mason for the 1936 studio and addition to 
the main house was Lloyd Weaver of Cookville and Darlington. 

Note: This form consolidates original survey numbers HA-183 and 184. 

Addendum: W. S. Forwood"s "Homes on Deer Creek" (Aegis-Intelligencer, 
December 19, 1879) confirms that the Tucker House was built on the 
site of an earlier house. Tucker was described as "efficient and 
successful as a practical farmer" and his farm as "noted for its 
productiveness". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Martenet's Map of Harford County, 1878 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNiY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

NAME/ TITLE 

Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Harford County Department of Planning & Zoning January 1983 
STP~F & !\UMBER 

45 South Main Street 
C:TY OR TOWN 

Bel Air 

O-Ec !':"HONE 

(301) 838-6000 Ext. 207 
ST•TE 

Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory· was officially created 
by an Act of t~e Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
l.974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepare~ for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· t toa 
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The Aegis and ~tenigencer. 
f'llU•lllCIC. W. aAKaR, Editor. 

BET~ AIR, Md. 

Th Boaes •• Deer Creek. 
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Wbo Deft?'° ht111111tr nth aia. 

'1'11119 =OWD, 1111,J'. Dadn land I 
Wllc9 lllltb -·· wttblll hllli bUnl'd. A.a... ~hebathtuna'4. from,,......_ osa for*1l mad!" 

'-8lr """"' lkolf. 
We can IJllQbie bat re" eabjec9, Mr. Edi· 

tor, \ha' woukl be IO pleuant11 enterlaiillnlC, 
.. wen .. ~ve. l.C>. ~number or 
the retlden ot Tiu A'gW 111" I~,111& 
few briel ud MlCQrate hlscorical aietcha of l 
TM U-. °" lJtM. °"'1tJlt. • 
We""'~ r"'°' a&Umpdng to snp

ply thli ~ & ibe reason &bat -we ha Ye 
not. the p.rop-. biaioriC nWcriaJa ai baod.
Nritber do wa klmW when IUCb dAta can be 
found, If any w.ta: It ts modi to be ~ 
~ UW 101D1e iiOdi record abould not ~made 
befoN "Time'a e6ciag anaen •• shall have 
wbolly 9bB~l1be .. lancf marb" or such 
• blatoty. 

In tho pl'ClleD1 lketclus, Ua.e writer only de· 
ll&n1 to nollce briefty some ol the Homes upon ' 
k>wu Deer ~ • lhey ~ to lie~ a\ 
t'- I'!Wfllf CU.. ramy going back, In their 
Wgtory botond blli pe.reol:la.l recoU~tioua. 

It ill to 6e hoptld that tbei!e outlines ot the 
preeent day will pro•e 1uaath·e to othcn 
who mar lie PQ9e.al ol hfiiorical &eta, and 
lndnce them I.hoe to present them, la print, 
~r the benc&ot LhOM wbo wDl come aftel- a.. 

Althou.lb ICU'Cely two cutarieala&TeJmlo- , 
ed Binoe &lie flra wWt.e man placat 1bot upon 
tbe hllla of Deer (,'reek, yd bOw little do wo 
.ltnow ot wtw bu b'ulplred In Ow1 buman 
Witory of the rmwlaibfe ftDq IO llJ- back, 
e'f!D, • ba' one hondnd 1~ .., I 

Could we ba& bd a true reOord of \ho 
Hent.a Um 1.nm1plred ~ 10 f'w back u and 
In UM llnfi. year oC tm. wba~ a treuµre ll 
would be A. lib record ot """ dolnp and 
aylng1 wlll, lD all probablllty, JIC*'9I equal 
lntenm with oor euccetlOl"I tn the year lint I 

Peraonal lteccbee. wbue otkn9e lo good 
&ut.o la aYolded, bo&h biographical and aoto· 
blogra hlcal, are alwa;ra loterea11og &Dd c.o· 

~J· TbJa la e-ridenced by Ule wonder· 
tw a~ wiSb which &.be diaNtl ol diltin· 
guillled ,._in eocWy are always nlld. 

All we proJM*e at preeen' Is to mab a few 
rinlling remaro regarding tho princllJ9) 
tllnDI, D.amlng lbe1r preeeoiowuers and OCCU· 
panta, and lo eome cue1 tbelr former owners, 

1 
tog~l.her wt th their loc:ltioD11, along_ Lhe valley 
of'Deer Creek Crom h.s w.ouLh. ~ Rock Ruu, 

I lo " polo\ eight or ten rulles abon. 
WllUo thcee sketches are deewcd of au.Ill--'--.. !·-·····- .... ___ . . ... . 
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Ellis J. Tucker House 
Harford County 
Photo: Janet Davis 
January 1983 
South elevation 
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Ellis J. Tucker House 
Harford County 
Photo: Janet Davis 
January 1983 
Studio, south elevation 
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