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The bridge referenced herein was inventoried by the Maryland State Highway Administration as part of the
Historic Bridge Inventory, and SHA provided the Trust with eligibility determinations in February 2001.
The Trust accepted the Historic Bridge Inventory on April 3, 2001. The bridge received the foUowing
determination of eligibility.
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Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties
Historic Bridge Inventory
Maryland State Highway Administration
Maryland Historical Trust

MHT Number HA-1876

Name and SHA No. H 17 over Swan Creek
Location:
Street/Road Name and Number: West Chapel Road over Swan Creek
Cityffown: Aberdeen

Vicinity x_

County: Harford
Ownership: _State_xCounty_Municipal_Other
This bridge projects over: _Road_Railway_xWater_Land
Is the bridge located within a designated district:_yes_xno

_NR listed district_NR determined eligible district
_locally designated_other
Name of District- - - - Bridge Type:

_Timber Bridge
_Beam Bridge_Truss-Covered_Trestle
_Timber-and-Concrete
_Stone Arch
_Metal Truss ·
_Movable Bridge
_Swing
_Bascule Single Leaf_Bascule Multiple Leaf
_Vertical Lift_Retractile Pontoon
XMetal Girder
_K_Rolled Girder _Rolled Girder Concrete Encased
_Plate Girder _Plate Girder Concrete Encased
_Metal Suspension
_Metal Arch

_Metal Cantilever
_Concrete
_Concrete Arch _Concrete Slab_Concrete Beam
_Rigid Frame
_Other Type Name_ _ _ _ __
Description:
Describe Setting:

Bridge No. H 17 carries West Chapel Road east-west, over Swan Creek in Harford County,
Maryland. The approach roadway has a bituminous concrete traveled way which is 16' wide on
both the east and the west approaches. The east approach is level and curved, while the west
approach is on a slight grade and curved. There are no guardrails on the approaches, however there
are w-beam guardrails on the bridge. Area is heavily wooded and a residence is visible in
photographs looking west.
Describe Superstructure and Substructure:

Bridge No. H 17 is a single span steel beam bridge with a concrete slab deck and full height
abutments, built in 1930. The bridge is a single span 33.0' in length with a bridge roadway width of
16.3', and a deck width of 17.3'. The steel beam ends are encased in the abutments, and bearings, if
any are not visible. The deck consists of a 7 112" reinforced concrete deck. There is no bituminous
concrete wearing surface on the top of the deck.
Discuss Major Alterations:

Most of the modifications to the bridge are minor. Traffic barrier W-beam was placed on the
bridge and portions of the original wingwalls and abutments have been covered with gunite (year
unknown). Concrete in the curbs, abutments and wingwalls were repaired in 1992. Scour
protection (toewalls) has been installed at the face of the east and west abutments wing wall in 1972
and 1992. Patches to spalls and cracks are visible in photographs of the northeast wing wall. The
only documented major modification to this bridge occurred in 1995, when sections of the concrete
deck were removed and repaired. Also in 1995, traffic barrier posts were added and existing posts
were strengthened.
History:
When Built: 1930
Why Built: Local transportation needs
Who Built: Unknown
Why Altered: Structural and Safety
Was this bridge built as part of an organized bridge building campaign: Unknown
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Surveyor Analysis:
This bridge may have NR significance for association with:
_A Events
_Person
..LC Engineering/Architectural
Was this bridge constructed in response to significant events in Maryland or local history:

No, this bridge was not constructed in response to significant events Maryland or local history.
When the bridge was built and/or given a major alteration, did it have a significant impact on
the growth and development of the area?

The construction of this bridge has probably not had a significant impact upon the growth and
development of the area. However, construction of this bridge may be unusual due to its
completion during the Great Depression. This bridge may have been built as part of the post World
War I reinforcement and reconstruction program designed to replace bridges which were too
narrow and too weak to carry the traffic load. This program continued until well in the 1930's.
Is the bridge located in an area which may be eligible for historic designation and would the
bridge add to or detract from historic and visual character of the possible district?

No, this bridge is not located in an area which may be eligible for historic designation.
Is the bridge a significant example of its type?

This bridge may be a significant example of its type.
Does the bridge retain integrity of the important elements described in the Context
Addendum?

This bridge appears to retain integrity of the important character defining elements as described in
the Context Addendum. The only documented major documentation occurred in 1995, when
sections of the concrete deck were removed and repaired.
Should this bridge be given further study before significance analysis is made and Why?

This bridge should not be given further study. This bridge appears to retain the integrity of its
primary character defining elements, and appears to be eligible for inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places.
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'' Bridge Type Metal Girder
Map B-14 Aberdeen
County Harford
Bridge # and name H 17/ West Chapel
Road over Swann Creek

/If}

I 8'7(o

HIId()ll/)

,

CDtJ JJTY HO

../0111.J 7AR1Jvw10
14 J;l/,J

1195

~ Sl'ft<J
-

.STJ47E Bill/) f£ rl/7 011££ .SwAJ ell.EE I(.

- VIEw

Lov/t:./J.Jf £Af7

IJN

WE.ST CHllPE:t. ll.d!IO

1/1

/Ill., 1g ?(e;
f//Jl2FD,e1J

CodJJ7Y 1 Mo

VtJrhJ -z4Kf<t.h~ /O
'! 4 J11JJ 1995"

-

<jrH7£ BIL.1D7£ t/17 t>Vt=K S~l),J ce.£R..(..

- VIF tJ

2/4

Lb7>/t.IJ..11 /J(ff t>IJ
Wcsr Cl/llf'EL. ,@/10

~

/) , 1&70

fl/IKFtJfZ.D

Co{)IJTY HD

, ~tlJJ 7A~C1uw1tJ

24

JA1u

171~

f-h~ - ,--· '. :.: < J.J o~ SIM
- -<1HT£ /~/t.1Pf£ fl i OVt.:=tl ft»JJ '!?UK
-

~ ~~

3/4

L®K1Ai$ ...~oun-1

)1/1_,I8'l~
e~uu1t, MO

f/ll1ZHRD

v~11AJ 7/1~4u1,J/t')

24 vtJ

I

?J~

SH/f
-

)T1f1l=, ft1'.1Dt;£ ,Vt;, 1/17 ~VPr~

- Vi r

4/4

tJ

LtroJoJJ~ NtJ/ln/

<,~11,J ellt::C.k

