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HA-188 

Magnolia Store and Post Office 

SUMMARY 

For about 100 years, these buildings marked the center of Magno] ia, a busy rural 
village on the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad. The store was owned 
by the Brown family, and finally closed when there were no heirs to take it over. 
By that time however (the 1970's) it was already a relic, more a symbol of the past 
than a profitable buisness. See HA-1570 for more information on Magnolia) 
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NAME 

Charles Frey 
---------~------
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

~UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

K._ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Magnolia Store and Post Office stood on the north side of Fort Hoyle Road 
(Formerly Magnolia Road). This complex was demolished in the early 1970's, having 
stood empty for two years. The store and post office was located in the heart of 
Magnolia, when the latter was a busy rural village, and one cannot begin to understand 
the history of this area without some knowledge of the store owned by George W. Brown, 
and later, his grandson George C. Brown. 

This description is based on photographs from the collection of Blanche Skillman 
Fletcher, whose late husband (d Feb. 1981) was the store manager nearly all his 1 ife. 
(See HA-1570). 

The store complex was in two parts. The store was a 2 story shed roof structure 
apparently of frame construction, 5 bays wide by two long bays deep, with a 2 story 
porch. This section faced south and was located adjacent to Fort Hoyle (formerly 
Magnolia Road). Behind the store was a 2 story frame gable roof dwelling, 5 bays wide 
by 1 deep (an I-house). This was perpendicular to the store and faced east. The two 
structures were connected together, with the store entered through the living room of 
the house. 

STORE 
This was a rather imposing structure whose most notable feature was the two 

story gallery on the south elevation. Each bay was articulated by a large squared 
column with decorative sawn brackets. The upper level had a porch railing with sawn 
balusters. (see Xerox of steckwooden architectural elements from 19th century catalog). 
Inside the 5 bays delineated by the vertical posts were sections of lattice work opened 
by a round arch cut above the railing. There was a bracketed cornice above the porch. 
The earliest photo of the store shows wooden steps running the full length of the open 
first story porch deck. There were bracketed posts here as in the second level. A 
later photoshows the 1st, 4th and 5th bays have been enclosed to allow for the addition 
of projecting show windows. These were plain single pieces of glass set on kneewalls 
constructed of rock face concrete blocks. This photo shows an elaborate curtained dis­
play of merchandise in one of the show windows. The 2nd and 3rd bays remained open, 
accessible via a set of concrete steps in the 3rd bay. These impro~vements were made 
by George C. Brown, circa 1940, and the work was done by carpenter-contractor Harry 
Osborne. 

Both photos of the store show a structure clad in German siding with walls opened 
by 6/6 windows. The latter had full length shutters. 

An interior view of the store shows Lula Brown wife of owner Goerge C. Brown 
behind the counter of the store-post office. This was the post office for Magnolia 
up to 1970, and the post office window, complete with grille work and FBI Wanted 
Posters is visible in the photograph. Also visible is a variety of merchandise, from 
baking powder to bread. Mrs. Fletcher's whose late husband Robert, worked in this 
store 53 years, reported that you could buy just about anything in the Magnolia 
Store-Post Office. (See Mrs. Fletcher's writings about the old store-atta~hed) 

(See Description Continuation Sheet #1) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 
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_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _QT HER (SPECIFY: 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

The house portion of the store complex in Magno! ia was probably built in 1865, 
with the store coming shortly thereafter. For over 100 years, this business served 
the inhabitants of Magnolia and the surrounding area, including residents of The 
Gunpowder Neck (now Edgewood - Aberdeen Proving Ground). Until 1943, there was also 
a railroad station south of the store, and thus Magnolia was a typical run of Cross­
Roads service center, with all the trappings of a thriving village. Architecturally, the 
large scale and use of decorative sawn brackets made this complex the most distinguished 
buildings in Magnolia. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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HOUSE 

Magnolia Store-Post Office 

HA-188 

(Description Continuation Sheet #1) 

The house was 5 symmetrical bays wide X 1 deep with a center hall plan. It was 
convered with German siding, and had 6/6 windows with shutters. There was a bracketed 
cornice, and the cornice had a slight return at the gable ends. The latter were also 
bracketed. At first floor level, there is a wraparound shed roof porch on the east and 
north elevations, supported by wooden posts, with decorative sawn wood brackets. A brick 
chimney is visible projecting from the middle of the roof at the ridge in the earlier 
photo, but doesn't show up in the later picture. Mrs. Fletcher reported that neither 
the store nor the house had a basement. 

George W. Brown ran the store until his death in 1916, at which time it was left 
to his son, Jesse Warren Brown. George W. Brown's own house stood northwest of the 
store location, and according to testimony given in Equity Case 8630X33, it was a 3 story 
house, 12 room house with numerous out buildings, including 4 tenant houses, a barn, 
granary, chicken houses, granary and a wash house. Aerial photographs taken in 1964 
do indeed reveal a large house with smaller support buildings, but these buildings are 
gone by time of the 1977 aerial photo survey. Mrs. Blanche Fletcher reported that this 
house was dilapidated, and was eventually demo] ished except for the chimney stacks which 
may remain today. 

The 1871 State Gazette and Merchant Farmer's Directory for Maryland and the District 
of Columbia has an extensive I isting for the Village of Magno! ia. There are over 35 
carmers I isted, and a I ist of tradesmen who resided in the Village (including Blacksmiths, 
Shoemakers, and a Wheelwright) George \J. Brown is listed as a "dry goods and grocery 
dealer, and prop. hotel which would indicate that a portion of the store (upstairs) or 
the house was used to quarter travellers. This is not the least bit surprising, since 
there were many such hotels throught Harford County catering to travel Jers on main roads 
or railroad passengers. Apparently though, the Magnolia Hotel operation ceased soon 
after 1871, since there is no mention of it in the 1896 Directory. MrS, Blanche Fletcher 
has no recollection of the store being used as a hotel either. 

George W. Brown was a bookbinder in Baltimore City before he came out to Magnolia 
in mid-19th Century (1865). At his death, he willed the store to his son, Jesse Warren 
Brown. Jesse had been overseeing the day to day operation of the store by the beginning 
of the 20th century, since his father was growing older. Jesse sold the store to his 
first born child George C. Brown (Born 1883~ in 1916. George C. Brown married Lula 
Fletcher who was post mistress in Magnolia for 35 years. Blanch Skillman married Robert 
Fletcher, Lula's brother, in 1937. 

After George C. and Lula Brown died, there were no heirs to take over the operation 
of the Magnolia Store, and the property passed to a nephew who demolished it. Had there been 
a 4th generation of Browns, there might still be a Magno] ia Store in 1981. 



l. 

2. 

HDC 890/623 

HDC 890/619 

MAGNOLIA STORE AND POST OFFICE 

Title Search 
HA-188 

December 30, 1971 

December 30, 1971 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 

Zero, Inc. 
Charles Frey 

Charles Frey 
Zero, Inc. 

Half of land acquired from wil 1 of George C. Brown - Will Records RLW 33/27 
in which wife Lula C. Brown is given life tenancy with balance of estate to 
2 nephews Charles Frey and Archer W. Malcolm at her death. 

Parcel l 

Pa rce 1 2 

Parcel 3 

Parcel 4 

from 201/32 August 5, 1926 except DGW 211/517, SWC 218/215, GCB 267/290, 
GRG 302/151, GRG 496/302. 

l acre conveyed in last will of George W. Brown, Wills JA 15/195 
land conveyed to George C. Brown on October 27, 196 JAR 153/370 
except DGW 206/242 

JAR 160/85 

Any other land in which George C. Brown had on interest through will 
of George W. Brown. 

George W. Brown left the store property to his son Jesse Warren Brown in his 
will JA 15/195. The store was then sold to George C. Brown in 1916 JAR 153/370. 

3. HDC 889/823 December 21, 1971 Granter: Archer W. and Anna Malcolm 
of Jacksonville, Fla. 

4. WHD 17/377 June 4. 1966 

Grantee: Charles Frey 
Malcolm sells half interest 
in Magnolia lands to Frey. 

Grantor: James and Elizabeth Reardon 
of Yuba County, California 

acting through Attorney Benjamin 
Fleury as per letter dated Sept. 
29, 1965. 

Grantee: Georgw W. Brown of Baltimore 
City. 

Sum: $1350.00 

One acre, at the point where the road leading from the Philadelphia Turnpike at Ferguson's 
Store, known as the Bel Air or Mountain Road intersects the line of the land sold by 
James Reardan and wife to the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Company. 

The said Brown further covenants and agrees that he will proceed forthwith to improve the 
said premises by the erection of a house thereon and within a reasonable time to complete 
the same and he likewise agrees to insure said improvements and keep the same insured 
in some responsible office to the extent of the value thereof. 



MAGtWL I A 

The growth of the Village of Magnolia is clearly illustrated by the following 
Maps: 

1858 - Jennings & Herrick Map of Harford County 

1878 - Martenet Map of Harford County 

1904 - Maryland Geological Survey of Harford County Geological Formations 

The 1858 Map shows 3 structures north of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore R.R. 
tracks, near the junction with the road leading south into the Gunpowder Neck 
(novJ Edgewood - Aberdeen Proving Ground). The only label for these~buildings is "C.F. 
Smith Depot and P.O. ". South of the tracks is a smal 1 area labeled 11Magnol id Grovc 11

• 

The 1878 Map reflects 20 years of growth in and around Magno! ia. There is a school and 
James Ca;-r & Harrison S1-;ift, 1-;ho \•Jere leasing ground from George \1. Brown are indicated. 
Oddly enough, Goerge Brown is noted only once as ownirg a structure south of the R.R. 
tracks. 

-·'le 1904 Map shm"s Magnolia in its most developed form. ;he houses near the in te rsec ti on 
r Fort Hoyle Rd. and Magnoiia Rd. (Md. 152) are all located. In 1917, the U.S. Government 

took over the area south of the R.R. tracks for a military reservation but this helped 
ircrease the activity in Magno! ia as the main route into the installation passed through 
Magno! ia. Not unti 1 1943, when the R.R. station was demolished, and the military gate 
moved to northeast of the vii lage did Magnolia 1 s decline begin. 
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Dur ing first World War thou<>l'Jnds of workers traveled by rai l, extra work 

tra i n's scheduled to a comodate 1hc111. One t imt.! IS inc;ludin9 tJ railroad detective 

were killed when ones waiting insid..? pushed qut to waiting platform , pushing 

wo rkers in t hr. prith of a f,1c;t riJin, mic;t<iken tn be theirs_ Later dnnrs were cut 

i n end of the 2 waiting r<.'oms in ~t~.id of f.1cin9 the tr,1cks. 

Much shi pping v1as dont~ over the railroad, tu:nutocs. corn from canneries, 

mi lk from fa n rs and empty cans shipped i n and c.inn~d or fresh mi lk shipped out. 

Yes , horse s hoes nai Is and supplies. We had t wo goods sidlngc; for loading and 

un l oading. Many k•cnl rwoplt· '"',.\' cmpltyel, P•>'>t11i.l Stcr, freight c:igent, and station 

agent, sec tl <>n boss and \vol'kcrs. ll·lcgraph operutor, c;tation master, ticket agt!nt 

and gate keeper. Many sti 11 came t•• watch the trains go by. Metro I iners . freigh t of a l I 

k i nds and just railroad, for a hobby . Hundreds c.i~r to watch the funeral trains of 

Pr esident Roosevt>lt and Kc1ncdy 9ll th r ouqh, a l so when Lne F.·eedom train stopped for 

a s i gnal - (now all electr i fied.) Hail and parcel post were also carried by tra i n . 

Pouches put on a post catcher as tr.iins sp~eded by - or carried by baggage or main coach 

as trains stop;>ed. Hail assorted criroull, to Baltimore. (M.>ny carrier pigeons shipped 

here for rel E'a~t.' to Jersey ,1nd priin1 s tlorth. Thou~ands of do I Jars bet on time and f l ight. 

Gener.ii Merchandi SL' Store 

Onl y way like ii preSt.'nt ~uperm.J1kcl. You could by anything you neec.led at one 

spot. (hardware . clothing - mPn'-.. ~wy's, girl'c;, \•:01111~11) hoc;e - s11eaters, shir ts, 

underwear, dun9,1r\'t!S , overall ... , hoots . rubbers. c;o·i·•· shoe'> - other's could be ordered . 

A l I baking s upµ I ies and da i ly b~kcr) goods, feed (hor~e. cow. chicken) fertilizer, 

lime , gas and oil and kerosene. (outside warehou-;e.) Dairy products, ice cream, sodas , 

penny c andles, some non prescription drugs , stationery and school supplies. All canned 

fru i ts and ve9~t.1blcs, lon..,c .illll lioxed cooki~s. (Many charged from one month cred i t -

l o t o f los ses too). Also sold cosmetics, sewinq and crocheting cot t ons, some cotton d ress 



lengths and oi I cloth. Clean i ng and washing5 prodtrccs, cloches pins, wash and 

foot• tubs, enamel and 9.:ilvJni1ed l.iuckels and bc1c, in<:.. 

(Buslne ~;s since 1865 - 3 1Hrw r,1li•.ms - Geo . W. Bro\.m (2 sons. 2 dciughters) , 

Je~se War ren Brm·m (I son, 2 tl.:1uqhLo.;?rs) Ge,Jrge Calvin Brown - no children. Robert worked 

in s tore 53 years - (buyer and n~nager 23 ye~rs.) Communltv meeting place indoors and 

out on big front porches . Staqc «>·-·ch stop, l) .1r .:ind rec.tovcr. Sel I ing or buying while 

horses being shod (across the ro~d). Exchan~c rgg ~ and butter for other produc ts. 

Railroad pas sengers meeting place (ac ross the road) from station. Ins ide - 1st big 

log burning chunk stove, then pot be lly stove, then oi I heater with fan circulati ng 

heat. Cash regist er and safe and reco rds in enclosed railing with 2 swinging gates . 

Wa l k in refri gcralor, big show casu display for mea t s, cheeses , lunch cuts, sodas 

and milk. Ice cream freezer and sof t dr i n~ cooler. Glass s how cases on counter around 

2 s ides and candy cases . (PoH office enclosure) 2 sca le s, 1 with meats other for 

r weighing up su9<1rs. flour, corn-1J1l' .:ll etc. bought by the barrel at f'rst, later bought 

bagged and bo~~J. Many s1> i cc~ ~ ltcked . Also working gloves, canvas, rubber and 

leather palmec. 
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H/\- 188 
Magno l la Store and Post Off ice 
35 Fo rt Hoyle RoilJ 
Magnolia, Maryland - Demo ! i sh~d 1971 
~L e levation 
Photo date unkn<)\..i11 
Co ll ec t ion of Mr ~. Blanche S. Fl etcher 

llf\- 188 
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Magno l i a Store an d Posl Office 
Inte ri o r view sh0\·1inq Mr~. Lu lJ (G~~H~I'- C. ) 
131 0\-Jn 
35 For t Hoyle Road 
Mag no! ia, Marya Ind Dc11ot ishc·d 1')71 
Date of photo un kn,11·m 
Co llec tion o f Mr~. Blanche S. F lctch~r 
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HA-188 
M,19nolla Store and Post Orfice 
lluuse - North East ~·l1.!V<.1L i o11 
35 Fort Hoyle Road 
Magno I i a, Mary l and Ocmol i shed 19:1 1 
Ot.1Le of photo unknohn 
Co ll e ction of Mrs. Bl.1nche Fletcher 

HJ\- 188 
'1ogno Ii a Sto re and Post Office 
35 Furt Hoy le Road 
~aynol ia, Maryl a nd 
Demo li ~hed c irca 1971 
~ulh elevation 

le unknown (pos t 1940) 
~01 lection of Mrs. Bl<lnch S. Fletcher 


