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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ~19;• 196 

MAGI #s 1301953307, 
1301963307 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC Rock Run Bridge Toll House & Bridge Piers 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Stafford Road near Rock Run Road 

CITY. TOWN 

Darlington _VICINITY OF 

STATE Maryland 

IJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT XPUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

XJa!UILDING(S) _PRIVATE ~UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

X-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X...YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Department of Natural Resources 
STREET & NUMBER 

Tawes State Office Building 
CITY. TOWN 

Annapolis _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air, 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNl:Y f d Har or 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

'.lLMUSEUM 

'.lLPARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRAN SPORT A Tl ON 

_OTHER 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21401 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

GRG 627 
39 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

x...EXCELLENT (to llhouse.).DETERIORATED 
_GOOD .l!.:RUINS (piers) 
_FAIR _ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 
~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 
_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rock Run Bridge Toll House, located on Stafford Road near Rock Run, is a 
one-storey, two bay wide, two bay deep clapboard dwelling dating from the early 19th 
century. This structure, built into a natural slope of land, has a high fieldstone 
foundation. A brick chimney is centrally located in the wood-shingled gable roof. 
Beaded rake boards, plain corner boards, and a box cornice further articulate the 
structure. 

The main two-bay (east) facade is defined by a doorway in the northern bay flanked 
to the south by a 6/6 sashed and louvered shuttered window. The dutch,vertical 
boarded door has heavy strap hinges. A shed-roofed open porch spans this front facade 
extending on an additional bay to the north was a 6/6 sashed window. This covered 
area allowed the tollman to view the canal traffic without physically leaving his 
station. 

The south gable facade carries two 6/6 sashed and louver shuttered windows on the 
first storey and two nine-light, fixed-sashed windows at attic level. 

In the southern bay of the west facade entrances are located at the exposed 
basement level and the first storey. A shed-roof hood with simple brackets shelters 
the first storey entrance. This doorway has been blocked off and is inaccessible 
from ground level. 

The structure is built next to the ditch of the Susquehanna and Tidewater 
Canal and a stone causeway leading up to the bridge is on the southeast side of the 
structure. 

Five very worn bridge piers are all that remain of the covered bridge that once 
spanned the River at this site. The abuttment is made of fitted granite blocks, 
quite similar to the construction of the Canal locks. The causeway next to the Canal 
crossed the ditch at the tellhouse and led to the abuttment. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 ~COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY ~TRANSPORTATION 
_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The following information was collected by Paul Penrod in 1976. 

"The State Legislature of Maryland in 1815 authorized the construction of turn
pike from Baltimore to Rock Run, passing through Bel Air. In 1808, the Rock Run 
Bridge and Banking Company was empowered to build the bridge which was begun in 1813 
and completed in 1818 as was the tollhouse. 

It was the first bridge in Maryland to span the Susquehanna River and it eventually 
replaced the ferry at Lapidum as the most used route across the-,water. The covered 
bridge, though often used, was constantly beset by disaster. A fire in 1823 immobilized 
the span until 1828. In 1854, a herd of cattle collapsed a segment of the bridge. 
Floods and icepacks in 1847 and in 1856 finally destroyed the bridge which once 

erved as an important link between Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington prior to the 
railroads." 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Mason, Samuel; Historical Sketches of Harford County, 1955, Lancaster, Pa. 

Wright, C. Milton; ~ur Harford Heritage, 1967, Baltimore, Md. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Bridget M. Deale, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

DATE 

1979 
TELEPHONE 

(301) 269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301} 26 7-14 38 
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TITLE raARCH 

In 1961, Kathryn E. Schweer!::, widow and tenant .for li""' , ::-old 
two parcels of land to the Haryland Departrncnt of For,..,sts and 
Parks. The first was the tollhouse plot of o . 6'7 acres and the 
second was Wood Island (inclurling ;..rater ri~hts), or 8. Lt? acres. 

Kathryn L, Schweers sold the tollhouse site and Wood Island to 
Willial"l H. and Elsie !-~y Schweers in 1960. 

In 19l. 7, "tar2.c"':,r S. :Jpcnccr sold 'Food Island and the t.ollhouse 
site '-o 'erman N. and Kathryn F.. Schweer~ . 

Wood Island 

In 1924, Willian: S. Archer sold Wood Island to Herman N. Schwee:-s. 

In 11391, C. Graham Archer sold Wood Island to William S. Archf'l'. 

In 113'· , 1lon.ry u • .Archer and others sold Wood Island to C. Graham 
.'\.rche ... . 

Henry W. Arel .. r , ,r..,~ ., T.-as n.:u'lcd as atrui;;tce after a court case 
Lnvolving Han"'-;1 · ' . "· .... ~Lcr and Thomas\' . ?1addock . In. i-:i7.q the 
trnstec sold l!eru~y W. f1rchre: a "arm adjacent to trH Roel-: Run 
Mlll of 132 acres. Th~ trustees were holdin..; the property after 
the death of Ann .Archer, daui;hter of John Stump, ln l .,71. 

Th · s property wa~ among that conveyed to Ann Archer b,1 6"'~ sand'!:' 
Ct.ump, widow of John Sl#um'i , i r. 1817. 

Tn 1797, KLi::abcth Giles, dau.;hter of Nathanid '1il r, .old 256 
1cres to Joh~ Stump, Jr . 

ToJ2.house 

In 1928, · 'illiam S . £rch• r, c..:xecutor, sold " · 
N. Schweers at a• public sale. Previous to .... ' 
was part of the esta~e o" Ann Archer. 

lot ~o Perman 
tlme, the property 
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- OCCUPIED 
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_ OBJECT 
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NAME 

"'···es State Office Building 
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ACCESSIBLE 
- YES RESTRICTED 

.!vES UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

. :.·.'loolis - VICINITY OF 

.LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC 

STREET• NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

HD.!'f ord County Couri.house 

4 So th ·:i:· n Str ot 

Bel Air 
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TITLE 

DATE 

- ENTERTAINMENT - RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

~~EXCELLENT - . , ou~e _oETERIOAATED 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_RUINS r. 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~NALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGl,.AL SITE 

.-MOVED DATE~---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

h·s b r - or d, ~ac s 
stone foundation. 

t is a oro-story b 

cr>nter 
d roof ov 

to t. 

, , a 

..., on 

F "ve v ry ·or bridg ~ · r~ a e all ~hat r&~~;n of the covered bridge t at once 
spa ned ' 1 1 river at tl.:. ~ sit~ . Th al uttincnt · s "';-tdE' of r · tted 0 ranitt? b1o ks, 1ite 
similnr to t,he construct · on of th canal lorks. Tue (!' useway ne;.J.; to t' aanhl. cros ·ed. 
the ditch at th" ' or· ouse and lw to J h a~ tt nt. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

>ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_pREHISTORIC __.RCHEOLUGY· PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400· 1499 ~RCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -1.AW 

- 1500- 1599 ---AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -1.ITERATURE 

- 1600· 1699 ---ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY 

- 1100· 1799 ~RT -ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

- 1800-1899 '!-COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_, 1900·. _COMMUNICATIONS _JNDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_ INVENTION 

- SPECIFIC DATES BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

~TRANSPORTATION 
_ OTHER ISPECIFYI 

'!'!11:: ;;.>• ca:..t. Le-.;;_slcJ.t,iilr1:: of ~faryland. j n 1~15 a ti oriz d the construction of twnpikc 
from q.,lt.i..more lio Rock Run, pqssi.ng throu

0
h 11 l Air. In 1808, tttc Rock Run Bridge 

. . 

and Banking CoMpany was cipowered to build tie b1·idge which was be""'1ln in 1813 and 
conplC1ted in 1918, as Ras the tollhouse. It was tt.e first bridge in !!::iry1and to 
span the Susqueharma Rive!' and i..t GV~ntually replaced the ferry et .Lapidum a .. the 
most-used route across the wate?' • The covered br· d..,o, thout!h often used, was constantly 
beset by disaster . A fire in 1823 irrunobilized the span until 1328 . Jn lR)l,, a h !rd of 
cattl~ collapsed a seg:iGnt of the hridge. Floods and icepacks ir. 1°L7 and in 1~56 
f'..;nally destroyed the br"rlge whicr once served as an · mpor""ant l"nk bf>tween Phila
delph · n, P.al ... i..-orc a d 'fas~..:.r.gton prior to the railroads • 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Har roru Countj Land P.ecords 
la.son, Sa.""ll el; "is'* or; c SJr ... ch es of Harford County, 

'I.right, C. !=.ilton; Our uarford !leri.i :i"'e, l~C7, 
1955, tntcllieenc~-r Press, 

Lancaster, Pa. 
Rr£nch P~ay, R•ltir.ore. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lllJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY----" •.._6_.7 ___ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

·~ ic. toolho.i.·;, ~ s luc d.,t,J on state o·a--k p tl>por:by near the .:.nt< i•scctlon of eta ·rord 
and Rock Ru~ Roo.ds. The b1·idge piErs are located just oppositE: of the +-ollhouse. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
Har.ford 

STATE 
l!aryland 

COUNTY 
",ec i.l 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Palll L. Pr>nrqd/ ;,... ... ·_..+.i.:;;P;,_,_;;:,"'.:.:."""".:..;.:.;_:7f~W'C.:.:"';__-------------------------
ORGANIZA TION DA TE 

Harylard :~· !:torical Trust . ci~· 21.:., 1976 
STREET 8& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

:~, :-1212 
ST"TE 

Maryland 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ~ 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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INVENT ORY NO . lq)) /q W 
DATE: 

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor 

NAME OF PROPERTY : A'M,,f< t:.vAJ 70:.t... /~.J.J:; 

ELECTION DISTRICT 

TAX W\P NO. 

PARCEL NO . 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ~ /11 Zt-lt. 111Jll:1~c:.1101J ~ 1.?ao.- 6,°IJk ¢1,;11...,111na·o .rt>· 

DIRE CTI ON GIELLI NG FACES : _.l._<7J_V-r'_fl_l._1J-'.5 ....... 7 _____________ _ 

NAME OF OWNER : (?J-J/t'ti.JJtc-)) ;;:vrr"l I ;rff>/: ~tC..57!:. . ftJ,t.'J\..S 

ADDRESS: 

STORIES: l[ ] 2[ ] 3[ ] 4[ ] 5[ ] 6[ ] BAYS: 
,~ ;;i. x 2-

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

WALL CONf:)TRUCTION: 

[v{ FP.AME : Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shing les, board & batten(type?) 
[] BPICK : Bond type- common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants . 
[ ] STONE: Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins- plain, rusticated 
[ ] LOC 

WALL FEATURES: BEl,J COURSE, PILASTERS OTHERS tfJeMI.:. 
FOUNDATI DrlS: HIGH", LOW, BRICK, STONE;/ ~!7771 .P. IAif__.A_,:,-,.,,,-,,~-.fl-"-a-rr-, - ,-,"'"- "'-, 1,- u- 1..·" 
WATER TABLE: IWNE-;" PLArn, BEVELED, MOULDED BRICK 

'f "'(' •~ fl I "' 

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1[ ] 2/2[ ] 6/6[vj 9/6[ ] 9/9[ ] other[ ] 
pegged[ ] nailed[ ] wide[ ] narrow[ ] 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

, . 0£.-(c L-rt4K1UG ~tr~-~i;t•llh.cO t.v7C~ °h<Jc.il\. 
I o"' ..SC -Jr oi... 

ENTRANCE, DOORS : LOCATION: J 4t1 w ... .,,.nt c £Ill'' , 1 o-- ""- ...... :t:>r. ir.
4 rPP:. 

HARDWARE: original[ ] replaced[;:] 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN J\'.Jot-1€ 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: 4~K 
original[.] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT, GABLE ~AtlK, HI p, W\NSARO, FLAT, OORME.Rst;' 
MATERIAL: wood shingles , slate, tin, asphalt original[ ] replaced[v:(' 

./ 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed[vj hip[ ] gabler J .-,,-.,,; . J 

.; ~1 'v 11 N /J" >/'.!:' t 1:1-TJ/µ.p IE f '~ " <>"' 
CHIMNEYS: NUMBER f BRICK[..,J' STONE[] CORBELED[] original[v1 replaced[] 

LOCATION: coVJ<r( q( ,1:'~11::-

ARCHES: t1LCi-\ 

COMMENTS: Jlvlt.'1 /(/o#/ {/~1 7tl fl-1J.A9L/5UJ;;.Js. iv~'l.1- 14'::. f)C14 lt->'1 

e Nu_,rcv.>:J'1 t'-' }?oc.K 1'u~ ~ 1Dsi 



INVENTORY NO. \g ')) Jqb 
DATE: j£/J{, 

ELECTION DISTRICT 

TAX Mt\P NO. 

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor PARCEL NO. 

NAME OF PROPERTY: a11J A?J(.('t::t-.,v f!,A/l)IE tf/Cf'J ~ A6"1ftrM6tlJ<~ 
r ~ (~ j..!( vi..:n. 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ]u:f Na'-IH 01~ 'Ct1U:l-hlv.s6.1 er t lT GTArf011:l Rfl. 

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: 

NAME OF OWNER: --+M-'-'-f\_R_"-f;_LJ.\_ w _ _ '"U __ Pf._._ar __ -=FCR. __ c_s_rs_::._"1_':t_-A"YZ __ t:£ ______ _ 

ADDRESS: 

STORIES: 1[ ] 2[ ] 3[ ) 4[] 5[ ] 6[] BAYS: 

WINGS, ADD ITIONS: { /lt:.t::.. /Cchil/tN ; V -'It.ii. 

;--v-?llL 1.n.AtJD 

/j/Jlf!Tf'!&f.S N6 0 JV ho.,c:1Mlt::fJ (V\\JJl. (. ... V"\ ~ ..,.., 
Pr,i:.."' u c~< "Vl.V A - ... tJC'C 

WALL CON~TRUCTION: )lf'rL!) 6l(l4,1'Alt.f3J.lJc.}:f" •:-.,,_ .... ~.~. ~" ;;::,~=· r-1 \AN ,~._N I (:> &>~........_,_..,<I,;(. 

[ ] FPj\ME: 
[ ] BPI CK: 
[ --j STJNE: 
[ ] LOG 

v u .. "1 LI (Tl.L LL C ( A J. s... , / l/l•J·"'''·7tltr.... u c1..-.1tvrr£ 
Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten(type?) 
Bond type- co11111on, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or re:J,Lllar), quoins-plain, rusticated 

/l vi) f!t).,. cu .. /"L't 7/iC. L'JJ..'/l)C.t 

WALL FEATURES: BELT COURSE, PILASTERS, OTHERS 
FOUNDATIOtlS: HIGH, LOW, BRICK, STONE 
WATER TABLE: HONE, PLArn, BEVELED, MOULDED BRICK 

.._ ?" 1"1"'-"'-.0 C1·/ lh") t-1 "'~'"' ,~>171/S" 

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ] 2/2[ ] 6/6[ ] 9/6( ] 9/9[ ] other[ ] 
pegged[ ] nailed[ ] wide[ ] narrow[ ] 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION: 
HARDWARE: original[ ] replaced[ ] 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT, GABLE FLMK, HIP, Mt\NSARD, FLAT, DORMERS 
MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalt original[] replaced[ ] 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed[ ] hip( ] gable[ ] 

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER 
LO CAT I.,,...Dr,..,....1 :-

BRICK[] STONE[ ] CORBELED( ] original[ ] replaced[ ] 
---------------------

ARCHES: 

COMMENTS: 
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Stafford Rd . near Rock Run Road 
Darlington, MD 
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