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John Stump House
Harford County
Stafford vicinity

ADDENDUM:

According to Mary Bristow, Historical Society of Harford County,

the datestone reading "John Stump III 1779" was found in a nearby
field and placed in the exterior wall during a period of restoration,
date unknown. The date may therefore not be correct.

Janet Davis
April 18, 1983
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located on a rise overlooking the Deer Creek, giving it an eastern

facing. The older portion of the house is of coursed rubble stone and stands two and
one-half stories tall. The stone was reputed to have been brought over from Port

Deposit. The addition on the southern end is a lower two-story structure, with a stone
first floor wall on the west side. The high stone cellar on the east side of the frame
section is totally exposed. The stone wall corners are quoined. The stone house bays

are three by one, with 1 X 1 windows. The doorways are located in the following places:
two are opposite eaxh other on the eastern and western sides, connected by a thru hall, .
while a third entrance is situated on the north wall. The western opening has a three- -.
light transom over it, while the northern door has double French doors and a Venetian

arch transom, probably added in the 1800's, All of the windows have patterned upper ol
sashes with sbained giass. There are two attic windows, 2 X 2, on hoth ends of the a
stone structure. The roof is a gable fidnk of tin, with the original brick chimneys

being flush-end and located on the north and semth walls. A large four-window dormer

is situated on the center of the roof and covers both sides. It's windows are 6 X 6,

and a rail fence observation porch rests on top of it. A triangular pediment projects

from the wall overtop the western entrance, while there is a very high three-bay,

shed -roefed porch over the eastern door. Roof trim included a box cornice with a

dentiled frieze, Some of the more unique features of the first floor interior were

the stained-glass windows, said to have once resided in the origirml courthouse, as =
well as the scalloped staircase and the Wall of Troy trim on the wall. On the outside
corner of the north wall is the inscription, "Stafford Built 1779 JS IIIv,

The addition on the southern end is of bevelled frame and has a bay of one by two, with
6 X 6 windows. There is a two-story porch of four bays that wraps iteelf around the
southeastern corner and has a shed roof. A door is located on the southern end of this
addition on the first floor, Most of the doors still retain the box locks, although

the windows throughout the building have been replaced. The addifbon also has a tin,
flank-gable roof. On the southwest corner is the cellar, quite possibly the old

house slaves' quarters
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. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house, erected in 1779, was built by John Stump III who wae one of the wealthiest
= ‘men in Maryland at that time. The original John Stump died in 1747. His first sen,
¥ also named John, married Hannah Husband and his second son, Hemry, married Rachel
Perkins. John Stump IT died in 1797, leaving a daughter, Hannah, who married her
cousin, also named John., John Stump II's obther children were Herman, who married
FElizabeth Durbin and John Stump III, who married Cassandra Wilson.

The 1798 tax list indicated that John Stump III owmed as many as 1553 acres in the
Stafford-Rock Run area alone. Along with being such a prominent landowner, Stump was
very enterprising and diverse businessman, having built the Rock Run Mill in 179l
~— and in that same year also acquiring a warehouse and wharf at Lapidum, then known as
ell's Ferry. Stump also established the beginnings of the lumber mills and the pig
iron furnaces at Stafford, later carried on by his descendants. A second large flour
mill, the Stafford Mill, was also operated by Stump not far from the house.

Despite his financial success, Stump's life was rather checkered in other quarters.
During the War of 1812, he alledged}y:sedd Tleur to the British forces im the area,
although a small contingent of British troops did destroy some of Stump's property
at Bell's Ferry. He was notorious for the ill treatment towards his tenants, especially
in the cese of the Widow Carter. John Carter and Stump had been partners in the Rock
Run Mill venture, with Carter being allowed to construct the house that is now known
as the Archer house. Stump's partner died in 180k, and Carter's widow was forcibly

. evicted from the house and banished to Lancaster on an oxcart.

)
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY '”

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Thé property is located on the southern side of Stafford Road right at the bridge
crossing. It fronts Deer Crmek on the south and southeast side of the tract.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY -
STATE COUNTY
FORM PREPARED BY
NAME 7 TITLE
Paul Penrod site surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
~oricek Trust May 11, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
—Shaw House, 21 State Circle 267-1212
CITY OR TOWN _ STATE
—4Anpapolis : Yaryland b

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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TITLE SEARCH

In 1946, L. Goldie M. Smith conveyed the 130 acre tract called
Stafford Farms to Col. Buckner My Creel.

Stafford Farms was obtained in 1896 by C. Coleman Smith"fraom
Hermant Emfthson and others. Here the property measured 151 acres,.

Herman Stump conveyed the property to Catherine Smithson by
his last will and testament in 1878,

John and Ann Archer, Priscilla Stump, Hannah Stump, John W.
Stump and James and Mary Williams all sold to Herman Stump,
Sr., in 1817, their shares of land inherited from John Stump
of Stafford, who died in 1816. This large parcel was located
at the mouth of Deer Creek, encompassing parts of the Land of
Promise, Lynes Tents, Lynes Addition, Rigbie's Hope and
Stump's Hope, measuring 487 acres, three roods and 20 perches.

In 1782, Thomas Harrison sold to John Stump two large tracts
of land near the mouth of Deer Creek; Lines Tents, patented
at 1000 acres and Lines Addition, patented at 600 acres.
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Darlington, MD
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