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Address: 700 and 800 Blocks of Otsego Street City: Havre de Grace, MP Zip Code: 21078 

County: Harford USGS Topographic Map: Havre De Grace 

Owner: Multiple owners Is the property being evaluated a district? X yes 

Tax Parcel Number: Multiple Tax Map Number: 601 Tax Account ID Number: Multiple 

Project: MP 7A (Otsego Street): US 40 to Union Street Agency: FHWA/SHA 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes _ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context _ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible X yes no 

Criteria: _ A B _J£_C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
Project Review and Compliance Files 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Otsego Street Survey District consists of houses on the north and south sides of the street between Legion and Adams 
Street, generally the 700 and 800 blocks of Otsego. The houses date from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
based on research conducted using the 1885, 1899, 1904 and 1910 Sanborn Insurance Company maps for Havre de Grace. 
Although the streets had been planned and laid out, house construction occurred slowly. The area closest to the river and the 
bay between Union and Stokes filled in first. This part of Otsego Street is included in the Havre de Grace Historic District and 
is not part of the current Survey District. One building that is an example of the houses in the area is the Kitzmiller Apartment 
Building (HA-1096 ). By 1899, eight houses on the south side of Otsego between Adams and Juniata had been built. There 
were also several houses at the rear of these properties along an unnamed alley. Between 1904 and 1907, the area west of 
Juniata became built up, including the Taylor-Griffith House at 823-825 Otsego (HA-828) and the Kennedy-Johnson House at 
840-842 Otsego (HA-829). 

The Otsego Street Survey District represents the continued prosperity of Havre de Grace's middle class at the beginning of the 
20th century which allowed them to buy single family or semi-detached dwellings which marked their permanent achievement 
in the middle class. Alterations have occurred over the years, as many have been clad in either asbestos shingle or aluminum 
siding. These alterations however, do not lessen the integrity of the district. The district's period of significance dates from 
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1899 to 1925, which includes the dates of the earliest house constructions (the Kennedy-Johnson House) through the end of 
World War I and the economic and transportation changes that occurred as the federal government took over the Aberdeen 
peninsula to use as the Aberdeen Proving Ground. The loss of the lower portion of Harford County permanently changed the 
economic climate in Havre de Grace, as it did in Aberdeen and Bel Air. 

There area approximately sixteen houses included in the district. They are similar in architectural style, setback, building 
height, and use common architectural motifs for decoration, such as decorative scroll work for porch brackets. 

The Otsego Street Survey District is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C 
(Architecture). The buildings are similar to other buildings included in the Havre de Grace Historic District, but represent a 
slightly later period of significance for the City. Research did not indicate signifiance for these buildings under Criteria A or B, 
and Criterion D was not included in this study. 

Prepared by: Anne E. Bruder, SHA Arch. Hist. Date Prepared: 08/13/2003 
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Inventory No. HA-2048 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Otsego S t r e e t Survey D i s t r i c t 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 700 and 800 Blocks of Otsego Street not for publication 

city, town Havre de Grace , MD vicinity 

county H a r f o r d 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name M u l t i p l e Owners 

street and number telephone 

city, town state zip code 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. H a r f o r d County C i r c u i t C o u r t tax map and parcel: See Sec. 7 

city, town i e l A i r , MD liber folio 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded byHABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
Other 

6. Classification 
Category 

X district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
" both 

Current Function 
agriculture 
commerce/trade 
defense 

X domestic 
education 
funerary 
government 
health care 
industry 

landscape 
recreation/culture 
religion 
social 
transportation 
work in progress 
unknown 
vacant/not in use 
other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing Noncontributing 

16 5 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

2 



7. Description Inventory No. H A - 2 0 4 8 

Condition 

_ excellent _ deteriorated 
x_ good _ ruins 
X fair altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The Otsego Street Survey District consists of houses on the north and south sides of 
the street between Legion and Adams Streets, in the 700 and 800 blocks of Otsego. 
The houses date from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, based on 
research conducted using the 1885, 1894, 1899, 1904, 1910 and 1921 Sanborn Insurance 
Company maps for Havre de Grace. Although the streets had been planned and laid out, 
house construction occurred slowly. The area closest to the river and the bay 
between Union and Stokes filled in first. This part of Otsego Street is included in 
the Havre de Grace Historic District (HA-1617) and is not part of the current Survey 
District. One building that is an example of the houses in the area is the 
Kitzmiller Apartment Building (HA-1096). By 1899, eight houses on the south side of 
Otsego between Adams and Juniata had been built. There were also several houses at 
the rear of these properties along an unnamed alley. Between 1904 and 1907, the area 
west of Juniata became built up, including the Taylor-Griffith House at 823-825 
Otsego (HA-828) and the Kennedy-Johnson House at 840-842 Otsego (HA-829). 

Sixteen houses included in the district. They are similar in architectural style, 
setback, building height, and use common architectural motifs for decoration (scroll 
work for porch brackets) or cladding (asbestos shingles or aluminum siding). The 
houses are generally 2-1/2 story side gable houses, and some could be called I-
houses. They are 2, 3 or 4 bays wide with shed roof front porches and dormer gables 
in the attic story. There are few fireplace chimneys, but many houses have central 
chimneys which indicates an oil furnace or wood stoves which are typical of houses of 
this period. The houses have been altered through the years but taken together form 
an identifiable early 20th century residential district. The period of significance 
dates from 1899 to 1925. 

SOUTH SIDE OF OTSEGO STREET (east of Juniata): 

Minor House, 716 Otsego — Parcel 573, Map 601, is 2-1/2 stories tall, clad in 
asbestos shingles, side gable roof of composite shingles, a front gable dormer, and a 
shed roof porch. The building is 3 bays wide. The Minor House is a contributing 
resource to the survey district. 

O'Brien House, 720 Otsego — Parcel 572, Map 601, building is 2 stories tall, with an 
interior end chimney, 3 bays wide. Its exterior cladding is aluminum siding, and the 
roof is side gable with composite shingles. The O'Brien House is a contributing 
resource to the survey district. 

Shutts House, 726 Otsego — Parcel 571, Map 601 was built in 1945 and is non-
contributing to the Survey District. 

Wright House, 730 Otsego — Parcel 569, Map 601, is a two story stucco building with 
a formstone facade. It has a side gable roof of composite shingles and is 3 bays 
wide. There is an interior chimney at the north end of the building and it has a 
front gable porch roof over the main center entry. The Wright House is a 
contributing resource to the survey district. 

Clifford House, 734 Otsego — Parcel 567, Map 601, is a two story, 3 bay wide 
dwelling with a metal awning over the center entrance. The side gable roof is of 
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composite shingle, while the main walls are clad in aluminum siding. The house has a 
central chimney. The Clifford House is a contributing resource to the survey 
district. 

Rabold House, 736 Otsego Street, Parcel 566, Map 601. This is a two story, two bay 
building with a hipped roof porch that has been enclosed. The windows are 
replacements, and the exterior is clad in aluminum siding. The building has a shed 
roof with a shallow slope. The Rabold House is a contributing resource to the survey 
district. 

Moseley House, 738 Otsego Street, Parcel 565, Map 601. This is a 3 story, two bay 
house with a basement. It is clad in green and white aluminum siding and has 1 over 
1 replacement windows. The Moseley House is a contributing resource to the survey 
district. 

St. James AME Church House, 742 Otsego Street, Parcel 564, Map 601. This is a 3 
story, 2 bay wide building with a front gable roof clad in composite shingles , a 
shed roof and one over one windows on a parged foundation. A side entrance facing 
Juniata Street has a gable porch roof, and there is one 2-story shed roof addition. 
Note: this building was previously inventoried on 2/11/2003 on a DOE short form and 
determined not eligible for inclusion in the National Register. It is not 
individually eligible, but is similar in style and age to the other houses on this 
block, thus making is a contributing resource to the survey district. Its 
construction date, based on the evidence in the Sanborn Maps, dates to 1910, rather 
than 1930 as previously stated. 

SOUTH SIDE OF OTSEGO (west of Juniata): 
The Hoffman, Petrick and Evans Houses, 820, 822 and 834 Otsego Street, Map 601, 
Parcels 555, 554 and 553, are noncontributing resources to the Orsego Street Survey 
District. Although the Evans House was constructed in 1920 (it appears on the 1921 
Sanborn map), these three houses on the south side of Otsego Street are one-story, 
two or three bay buildings that are much smaller and unlike the other houses in the 
neighborhood. For this reason, they are considered noncontributing. 

Kennedy-Johnson House, 840-842 Otsego Street, Map 601, Parcels 374-375. A 
contributing resource to the survey district. See individual MIHP and DOE forms for 
HA-828. The building is a 2-1/2 story 6-bay double house with a side gable roof 
which dates from 1900. Although now owned by a single family, the house remains two 
individual dwellings. 

NORTH SIDE OF OTSEGO STREET (west of Juniata): 

Savino Building, 801 Otsego, Map 601, Parcel 380, was constructed in 1965 and is not 
a contributing resource to the Otsego Street Survey District. 

OPerkins House, 805 Otsego, Map 601, Parcel 379 was previously surveyed using a DOE 
short form in February 2003. It was determined not eligible indivudally for 
inclusion in the National Register. However, the house, which is 2-1/2 stories tall, 
and 4 bays wide with one over one replacement windows and vinyl siding. The shed 
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roof porch has been enclosed and there is a second shed roof one story addition in 
the rear. Although not individually eligible, the building is similar in style, age 
and alterations to other buildings within the survey district. It is therefore 
recommended as a contributing resource to the survey district. 

Dunlap House, 813 Otsego, Map 601, Parcel 378 is a 2-story, 2-bay wide dwelling with 
a side gable roof, and shed-roof front porch and two additions on the north side of 
the house — a two story, two bay, front gable structure appended to the original 
house, as well as a one-story shed roof enclosed room attached to the two story 
portion of the house. The Dunlap House is clad in aluminum siding and has 
replacement one over one windows. Dunlap House is a contributing resource to the 
survey district. 

Angelucci House, 819 Otsego Street, Map 601, Parcel 376, is a contributing resource 
to the survey district. It is a 3 story building with two bays on the front facade. 
There is a large gable dormer on the front roof and the building sits on a parged, 

_- raised basement. There are two additions at the rear of the building, a two-bay 
gable roof, two story addition and a one story, one bay addition. The Angelucci House 
is clad in vinyl siding, has both decorative wood brackets and metal porch supports 
on the front porch, and the windows have been replaced. 

Taylor-Griffith Double House, 823-825 Otsego Street, Map 601, Parcel 374-375, has 
been individually surveyed and a DOE form completed for it. The Taylor-Griffith 
Double House is not indivudally eligible for inclusion in the National Register, but 
is a contributing resource to the Otsego Street Survey District. See form for HA-829 
for additional information. 

Daub House, 827 Otsego Street, Map 601, Parcel 373, was constructed between 1899 and 
1921 according to the Sanborn Insurance Company maps. However, due to unsympathetic 
alterations, it is not a contributing resource to the Otsego Street Survey District. 
It is similar in style to the Angelucci House, but all of its windows have been 
replaced and moved. The front shed-roof porch has been completely enclosed and two 
gable dormers have been added to the main roof. 

Powell House, 833 Otsego Street, is a two bay, 2-1/2 story Gothic Revival Style House 
that the tax records date as 1930, but it appears to be an earlier building, probably 
built around the same time as the Kennedy-Johnson House in 1900. The house has a 
contemporary addition, which is also 2 bays and 2-1/2 stories tall. It has been 
stepped back by one bay from the main pile's front facade so that the impact of the 
addition will be less on streetscape. The entire building is clad in vinyl siding. 
Although altered, it continues to contribute to the Otsego Street Survey District, 
since it is similar in style, size and treatment to other houses on the street. 

Wright House, 843 Otsego Street, Map 601, Parcel 370, is a 2-1/2 story 3 bay house 

Cwith two rear additions. The building is clad in aluminum siding and has replacement 
windows. It sits on a raised foundation, and like many other houses in the 
neighborhood has a center chimney indicating the presence of some sort of central 
heating system, whether a flue for wood stoves or a furnace. The porch has been 
redone, and is more ornate than others on Otsego Street. There is a raised basement. 
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and two shed roof additions. Powell House contributes to the Otsego Street Suvey 
District. 

Adams-Jackson Double House, 847-849 Otsego Street, Map 601, Parcels 369 and 368, is a 
four bay, 3 story house with a large wrap around front porch. The entrance to both 
houses is on the side of each dwelling. The building is clad in asbestos shingle, 
the roof has composite shingles, and the porch is supported with decorative posts. 
The tax records indicate that the house was constructed in 1910, but several houses 
are shown on the north side of Otsego Street in Fowler's Bird's Eye View of Havre de 
Grace which dates to 1907. The house is unusual and does not seem to be associated 
with any historical style. If it were a single family dwelling, it would have been 
an L-shaped 3-5 bay building. But because it was constructed as a duplex, the plan 
appears to be one room facing the street, the entry, the ell and several more 
windows/bays. The rear of each house forms a large rectangle, and in plan the houses 
form a T-shape. The Jackson-Adams House is a contributing element to the Otsego 
Street Survey District. 

Jobes House, 855 Otsego Street, Map 601, Parcel 367, is a 2-story, 2 bay house with a 
side gable roof with one front gable dormer. It resembles several other houses on 
the block, and it dates to at least 1910, despite the tax record's date of 1920. 
Because it appears on the Sanborn Insurance Company map, the 1910 date is more likely 
to be accurate. The building has a raised foundation, replacement windows and a two 
story, one bay rear addition, which is newer than the one covered by the asbestos 
shingle. It is painted grey to differentiate the age. According to the sign at 
front, the property belongs to Charles Jobes, a noted decoy carver. He uses the 
addition as his studio and business office. The Jobes House is a contributing 
resource to the Otsego Street Survey Distirct. 



8. Significance inventory NO. HA-2048 

Period 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

X 1900-1999 
2000-

Areas of Significance 

agriculture 
archeology 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 
community planning 
conservation 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 
engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 

ethnic heritage 
exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine 
industry 
invention 
landscape 

architecture 
law 
literature 
maritime history 
military 

performing arts 
philosophy 
politics/government 
religion 
science 
social history 
transportation 
other. 

Specific dates 1899-1925 

Construction dates 1899-1925 

Evaluation for: 

X National Register 

Architect 

Builder 

Maryland Register 

None known 

None known 

not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of 
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The Otsego Street Survey District is comprised of 16 houses which stand close to the 
Havre de Grace Historic District. The houses were excluded from the National Register 
district due to in-fill buildings and lack of continuity, unsympathetic alterations or 
a twentieth century construction date, since the historic district's period of 
significance is during the 19th century. However, the Otsego Street Survey District's 
buildings provide sufficient continuity and integrity of feeling, association, 
setting, and design to demonstrate a cohesive unit of buildings representing the 
continued prosperity of Havre de Grace's rising middle class in the early part of the 
20th century. 

Havre de Grace is well known for its role from the late 18th through the 19th 
centuries as a commercial port in the upper Chesapeake Bay. However, following the 
Civil War, the canning industry in Harford County developed as an important industry. 
The confluence of the Susquehanna River, the Bay, the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O), the 
Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore (PWB), and the Pennsylvania Railroads within 
Havre de Grace made the development and transportation of goods and services its 
primary focus. Canning of fruits, vegetables and seafood were the primary resources. 
At the same time, recreational hunting, fishing and horse racing brought many visitors 
to the City. As these industries grew, so too did many industries necessary to 
support those engaged in the food support industries. 

One example of the growth of the rising middle class in Havre de Grace is the 
subdivision of property west of Adams Street along Otsego Street. 

Although the 1980 NRHP nomination for Havre de Grace mentions the early 20th century 
history, the town's 19th century history is the main focus. As the 19th century 
ended, Havre de Grace was the largest town in Harford County, and part of a string of 
boomtowns along the Chesapeake Bay, including Perryville and Aberdeen. The city had 
prospered through the construction of the canal and the two railroad companies, B&O 
and PW&B. Each railroad laid tracks through the city, and built passenger and freight 
stations. This occurred quite slowly starting in the 1880s. The PW&B owned right-of-
way that entered the city near Juniata south of Warren Street. This area appears to 
have been built up, so that the tracks were (and remain so today) elevated on a high 
berm. The berm is large enough to allow a through pedestrian passageway near Stokes 
Street, and cars pass under it on other streets. In Fowler's 1907 Bird's Eye View of 
Havre de Grace, the PW&B station is a prominent landmark in the cityscape, as is the 
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berm which stretches across the northwest part of the city. The berm appears to have 
been built in the 1890s, following the joint agreement for use between the PW&B and 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. The agreement gave PW&B a cash infusion which allowed it 
to build a passenger station and raise the railroad tracks above street level. All of 
the water resources, the Susquehanna River and the Chesapeake Bay, as well as the 
highways, brought goods from local farmers and fishermen, which were either shipped 
directly to northern cities such as New York, or were canned and then shipped to 
markets around the world. The railroad allowed farmers to ship their goods further 
without the necessity of making special trips to the city. 

All of this activity required the support of other commercial activities, which in 
turn, attracted more citizens to live in Havre de Grace. By 1900, the northwest 
corner of Havre de Grace beyond the PW&B tracks was made available for residential 
development. The land was not formally platted by a real estate developer, but was 
laid out by the city in lots of varying sizes. This allowed people who were part of 
Havre de Grace's rising middle class to purchase a lot and build a house. While none 
seem to be specifically a Sears, Roebuck or Montgomery Ward type house, it is possible 
that some are from one of the catalog companies. More likely however, is that the 
houses were designed and built by local builders, since the styles are similar to 
others found within Havre de Grace and the nearby countryside. One form that is found 
consistently is the double house - there are 3 in the Otsego Street Survey District, 
and other examples abound in Havre de Grace. The buildings are designed to look like 
one house, but have separate entrances, and are mirror images of one another. The 
Kennedy-Johnson Double House is on the south side of Otsego Street, across the street 
from both the Jackson-Adams House and the Taylor-Griffith House. 

The people who lived on Otsego Street in 1910 held a variety of jobs that in turn 
provided them with the means to live in the houses. According to the 1910 U.S. Census 
for Harford County, the Otsego Street residents worked as a stone quarry engineer, 
railroad watchman, telegraph operator, boardinghouse keeper, dressmaker, harness 
maker, music teacher, electric company machinist and railroad carpenter. While not 
well-off, the residents were comfortable. Today, the district has several decoy 
carvers, and other residents are employed and successful in their pursuits. 

While the Otsego Street Survey District houses represent several different styles, 
most are typical of early 20th century. They are not specifically Arts & Crafts, nor 
do they represent many of the revival styles that were popular at the time. Most are 
2 or 3 bays, reflecting the homeowers' practical needs for a house, but also the 
desire for a substantial dwelling. Many of the lots are narrow and deep. As a result 
the houses have side gable roofs and long additions at the rear of the buildings. 
Some lots were clearly made in order to support a double house, but some residents 
built smaller houses, which provided for a larger yard. 

See attached DOE form for NRHP evaluation 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: 

Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 1899-1925 

Historic Period Theme(s): Commerce, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , r i s e of m i d d l e c l a s s 

Resource Type: B u i l d i n g 

Category: 

Historic Environment Urban 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): S i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g s 

Known Design Source: None known 



9. Major Bibliographical References inventory NO. HA-2048 

See Continuation Sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 5 

Acreage of historical setting 5 

Quadrangle name H a v r e d e G r a c e Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The Otsego Street Survey District boundaries are confined to the tax parcels shown on 

Harford County Tax Map 601 (attached) and listed with the contributing properties 

under Section 7 of this form. 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Anne E. B r u d e r , A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization M a r y l a n d S t a t e H i g h w a y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

street and number 7 07 N o r t h C a l v e r t S t r e e t 

city or town B a l t i m o r e 

date 

telephone 

state MD 

0 8 / 1 3 / 2 0 0 3 

4 1 0 - 5 4 5 - 8 5 5 

zipcode 212 02 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 
supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only and do 
not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 

DHCD/DHCP 

100 Community Place 

Crownsville MD 21032 

410-514-7600 
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