HA-21
Dr. Kirk House

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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"Long wing" running behind the house is the attachment of a
kitchen to the main house. This was done, according to the owner,
in the 1840s. The owner maintains that the house was built in 1745,
as that is how far the Chain of Title can be traced.

There are chimneys on either side of the house. The southern
one is functioning, but the northern fireplaces have been blocked up.
The owners would like to open these, particularly as they have recently
been causing water damage in the wall of the upstairs room.

The basement is the full size of the original house. The northern
third of the basement is a separate room with shelving along the north
wall. This room also has, in the east wall, a doorway, now sealed up
with more granite, which is, according to local legend, part of the
Underground Railroad. The other room of the basement has steps in the
south wall leading to an outside cellar door. The furnace and water
heaters are on that side of the room, and in the southwest corner,
about four or five feet off the dirt floor, is an opening, possibly a
coal chute or dumb waiter (the dining room is directly above).

The o0ld kitchen, now attached to the main house, is also two
stories, and also made of granite.

There is another stone building, in the northwest corner of the
yard, adjacent to the road, which was probably a carriage house.

The barn for the property lies to the west, but is currently
owned by someone else. The owners of the house are trying to regain it,
however. -y
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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