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Fulton Harness Shop 
2 S. Main Street 
Bel Air 
Private 

1845 

This small clapboard shop is Bel Air's only remaining 
artisan's shop. Built in 1845, it was the harness shop of 
James Fulton until 1890. It is typical of many little pre­
Civil war shops and its survival on a prime corner in Town is 
remarkable. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Christian Science Reading Room 
AND/OR COMMON 

Fulton Harness Shop 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

2 S. Main 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Ajr VICINITY OF 

STATE 
r- - l · 

MaryJapd 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X_ocCUPIED 

){_BUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS x_ YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
N~ME ._ ._ . . 

Margaret and Elizabeth Smith~rsc 1 ~ 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 74· 
CITY. TOWN 

Chesapeake City _ v1c1N1TY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 
Harford County Courthouse 

Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel A j r 

lfl REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

1st 
CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 

COUNTY 

Hai=foni 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

__ PARK _COMMERCIAL 

~EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT X..RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER • 

.: I 

STATE, Zl.p _ co4e 
''" Mar}rlana 2191s 

Liber #: 267 1 -, I"' 

Folio #: 332 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

""f. 

CHECK ONE 

::lLORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This small story and a half clapboard building is at the southwest 
corner of South Main Street and Pennsylvania Avenue in the Town of 
Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. The building was originally a three 
part structure, a three bay gable roofed portion with a shed addition 
to the rear and a shed roof porch on the front. The windows were double 
hung sash, 6/6. The sashes in the half story have been recently replaced 
but are of the same construction. Sometime between the publication of 
the 1904 Insurance Map and the 1930 Insurance Map the porch was enclosed 
and extended one bay to the south, so that the front (east) elevation 
now shows four plate glass windows of unequal size with a door in the 
middle. There are two other entries, one (disused) in the south elevation, 
probably Mr. Fulton's access to his shop, since it gives onto the yard 
of the Fulton House next door, and one in the north elevation in the 
shed addition. 

The interior has four rooms on the first floor: the enclosed 
porch, the central block, which is used as the meeting room by the 
Christian Scientists, and two rooms of unequal size in the shed addition. 
The northernmost of these rooms has a small bathroom in the northeast 
corner. Very little of the interior finish can be observed since the 
porch and meeting room have been panelled with sheetwood. The staircas~ 
to the half story has been changed since 1972. A narrow steep enclosed 
stair rose along the south side facing east with access from the central 
block. The stairway, still narrow, steep, and enclosed now runs west, in 
the same place, with access from the porch. The half story has been 
finished and is used as a Nursery and Sunday School. 

A full basement is under the building, the part under the shed 
addition being more recent, and probably dating from the installation of 
the furnace. Access is by a pair of metal doors flush with the 
sidewalk on the north (Pennsylvania Avenue) side. Just west of the doors 
is a metaled over coal chute. Twice, once recently, the floor of the 
main block has been reinforced by new beams. 

A small, square, utilitarian stove chimney rises outside the west 
(rear) elevation of the shed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



- Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

X1aoo-1a99 
X19oo-

__ARCHECJLCJli Y-PRE HISTORIC 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURE 

LRCHITECTURE 

__ART 

~OMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1845 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXP LORA TION/SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

r-, / 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

,­
' "· . _,, 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

This small board shop, built in 1845 by James Fulton to serve as 
his harness shop, is the oldest remaining commercial stand in Bel Air. 
Typical of the little shops of the 18th and early 19th Century Mechanic, 
this building is a remarkable survival. Mr. Fulton made and mended 
harness there for half a century. He retired in 1892 nfeeling the weight 
of his four score years" and sold his business, although not the property, 
to John Bauer who had worked for him for over twenty years. The Harford 
Democrat of January 1, 1892, remarked that Fulton ttretires without a 
blemish on a good name and transfers his business to a successor who bears 

he same reputation for promptness and integrity." Fulton died in 1897 
at 86 years old leaving three surviving children, Mrs. John S. Young of 
Bel Air, and Mrs. Joseph Weizel and John A. Fulton of Cumberland. 

The 1904 Insurance Map of Bel Air shows that the building was still 
occupied by a harness shop. The insurance map for 1930, corrected in 
1960 and 1962, shows the addition of one bay to the south in the front 
(east) blocks from the appearance of the overlay the change was made 
between 1930 and 1960. 

The title to this building has passed along with the house next 
door (the Fulton-Young House). Mr. Fulton's heirs held it undivided 
until 1941. In that year H. Miller Scarborough, Mary, his wife, and J. 
Harvey Scarborough, heirs at law of John A. Fulton sold their share in 
the property to Florence Young Maulsby, Elizabeth c. Smithers, and 
Minnie Margaret Smithers, heirs of Mary. Fulton Young, for $10,000 
(267/332). The Misses Smithers own it today. It is occupied by the 
Christian Science Reading Room. Around 1932 Kroh's Nursery had its 
headquarters in the building but soon found it too small and moved to 
Bond Street. Richardson's Florists was there in the 1960's, and after 
that a Music Store occupied the premises until the Christian Science 
Reading Room leased it in 1972. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET l~ NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA - -
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1/ 2 a + 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This property occupies the northeast corner of parcel #818 in .the 
Town of Bel - Alr. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

·M· Larew, Architectural Historian 26 February 1979 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Town of Bel Air 838-8700 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

39 Hickory Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was o£ficially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 



267/332 

70/439 

14/41 

31/85 

HA-215 

TITLE: Christian Science Reading Room 

4 August 1941 

H. Miller Scarborough & Mary B., wife, and 
J. Harvey Scarborough, widower 

to 
Florence Young Maulsby, Elizabeth c. Smithers 
& Minnie Margaret Smithers 
a quit-claim release for $10,000 
on the property 
a complicated legal dispute partially solved 
by Weaver vs. Mc Gonigall, 170 Md. 212 
(see file) both the grantors and the grantees 
claimed this and other property by virtue 
of descent from James A. Fulton who died in 
1897. Grantors were heirs at law of John 
A. Fulton, last surviving child of James A. 
Fulton; grantees were heirs of John's sister 
Mary Fulton Young whose husband, John S. 
Young, had survived her and had been in 
possession of this property for "50 years 
or more." 

2 May 1891 
Daniel Scott and Cornelia, wife, and Annie 
G. Winchester, widow 

to 
James A. Fulton 
$1100 
the lot in Bel Air where he lives 1/2 a. 

20 March 1863 
Otho Scott 

to 
James Fulton lease $66/a "all that house and 
lot" "houses" to be insured 
Fulton must have lost it as a result to debt 

24 May 1845 
Augustus Bradford of Baltimore, trustee 

to 
James A. Fulton Lot #5 (1/2 A.) $120 at 
public sale 

The courtcase, 16 May 1842, Lee Magness 
recovered a judgment against George N. 
Warden for $1000 and costs to be released 



23/351 

HA-215 

on payment of $600 with interest from 1837. 
Warden died in 1842 without paying. The 
court ordered the sale of property. Warden 
owned lot #5 and the pleading makes no 
mention of a house. 
The sale price suggests no house. (Box 694, 
Harford County Equity Records) 

20 May 1840 
Benjamin Bond 

to 
George N. Warden 
$220 Lot #5 1/2 a + 
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' Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ~~~ STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE '~\ 
c,,'(,, COUNTV1 

~ "~\} HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
"''<:J' ?-..,,o.oDr IHVEHTORY - HOMIHATIOH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(jt ~Q· 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 1\.-,s. (Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 

21~ 

11. NAME " COM'-IONI 

~~I &'t" I -
ANOIO~RIC: s-tci J. 5'. ~.lzn_ ~Jt r~, ~p 

12. LOCATION I 

STRUT A~i2,BE~ { fha~- stwJ ' ~rr~~. .&1~ CITY OR TOWN~ 

()cA tP~ ~~{tr~ I..~ ~ ~ ~/tc, .. )'). 
STATE 

fl?~h:,r~ I coo~ : couN~/era L I CODE 

I I 
13. CLASSIFICATION v 

CATEGORY 
OWNFRSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

Oi1trict Cl.__~ Public 0 Public Acqui•ilion: Occupied - Yes: 0 -
Site 0 Structure c . j(P rt VO'!,..) 0 In Process 0 ' ~noc~ :J ~ ....__ ---Object D 

Both 0 Bein; Considered c Presorvotlon work Unrestricted 0 
in progrus 0 No: 0 

PRESENT USE {Check One or ,\fore as Approprlatl') 

Agr icu lturol .::J Govt>rnment 0 Park 0 Transportation D Comments 0 
Commerciol 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Spocl ly) 0 
Educo t ionol 0 ~hlitary D Rell\:ious 0 
E .. terto lnment 0 Mu!ieum CJ Scientific 0 

•' 

'"· OWNER OF PROPERTY / /', 
OWNERS NAME: 

c;:f)e_ (>. ~'ii .:.!). ~ ~ 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

~'>< 1¢ I 
CITY OR TOWN: cl ~ ~ ~"" 1-c,.L_ c_~ I STATE: f)) la 2/ I CODE .. .. 

~ &ud 11s-1 > .. 
Is. LOCATION OF LEGA L DESCRIPTION ( f!1 

COURTHOUSE REGISTRY OeLL--.,1;'io> 

l "'''" 
OF-·:::.: CIRCUiT COURT 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

HARFORD COUNTY CO .... " 1 r-1.YJS!:: 40 S. MAIN ST. 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATlv'IARYLAND I CODE 0 

BEL AIR 0 

I c 
z 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE o..- NOMINATED PROPERTY• 
.. 

I 
-< 

~REP~ESENJATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
--

TITLE OF SURVEY: I 
I 

DATE: OF SURVEY: Federol n State 0 County 0 Loco I 0 111 
z 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ... ,, 
ll 0 -< 

~ 
z z 

STREET ANO NUM8ER : c 
"'II 3: 
"' DJ c: "' I 

ll "' CITY OR TOWN: ISTATC: CODE '--- m 

I 
., 0 

z > r .. -< 
"' 



(7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
Excellent 0 G od O F o air 0 Deterioroted O Rulna 0 Unexpo .. d 0 

(Choclc Ono) 

Originol Sito O 
(Chock One) I 

Altered 0 Unaltered O Moved D INTEGRITY 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (It kn ~ own PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

3 )< z 
~ Jtrk .. ~·u ' 

7£~. ~ 

s.L.tf4~· 

6 La-al t:J\CJ ~et 

~~- lu Prfa~ 

iw ~ah- ~r 
s .. vsrf ~ -!_ '8 L4 

m 
m 

z 

0 

:z 
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l"ERIOO (Choclc One or More e11 Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century O 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

Sl"EC I Fl c DAT E(s) (II Appllcablo and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Ono or More ee APPrOPrlato) 

Aboriginol Education 0 
Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
Historic 0 Industry 0 

Agriculture 0 Invention D 
Art 0 Londscope 

~ons D Architecture 0 
0 Literature 0 

Conservation 0 Mllirory D 
Music 0 

18th Century 0 
~Cent;y~ 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/ Human-

l torian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 

D 
D 
0 

0 
D 
D 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Perttona(lee, Datea, Events, Etc.) 

2llth Century O 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

~ w~ M.l'JI 
~ ~eL~cL. ~k~ ~Cle..<,.. 

wlJR- (U_L ~ < r ~ I ~<!~#· 
-£ 19 "it c..~ ($ ~ l ..vt...Vt <6... ~ . 

D 
0 



HA-J.15 
' 9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

krkto~ ~ ((.~, SCV}ClL r~ <.c.re~J .~l-. ~ ~ 

~"3 l fu,~ s~ 
~ 8sJ RrJ,, l ~ <C/ ta~ J:Jr' I 

~ 

lnQAt"°'-u t3 _ ~10.~ {)_ if~ffl~ -~~ 18' 7 8' 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUOE ANO LON<ilTUOE COORDINATES 0 

1..ATITUDE ANO t..ONGITUOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING TME PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF l..ESS TMAN QN!1= ACRE 

CORNER LA Tl TU OE l..ONGITUOE L.ATITUOE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Deg•••• Minutes Seconds Degrees Mi nu lots Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 ' . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 ' . 
SW 9 . 0 . 

LIST Al.I.. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIE! 

STAT E t CODE COUNTY CODE 

STA TE : CODE COUNT Y I CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

111. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITLE! 

_1r-ri.N ~ EVJING 
ORGANIZATION !DATE 

MAf?YLP.N:J I r ,.... • .--- - • I 1"RUST . - l ___.1 vi .. ...; ·'-
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

::o ~" 1 J4. I - : ~-: . ~ ......... ' c:' 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE 

.l'~N~ 1 ~pn1 c:; M !'..~YL i\Nn 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA'l ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State L1a1son OHicer for the Na-

llon11l Historic Pruervat10n Act of 1966 (Publi.c Law 
I ht>rebv certify that this property lS U\cluded in tht-

89-605), I hereby nominate th is properly for inclu,.;ion Na Ilona l Register. 

1n the Nationa I Register and cerllfy that it has been 

evaluated according lo the cntcna and proceclares set 

forth by the Na11onal Park Service. The recommended 

level of sign1hcencc of lhis nom1nal1on 1s: 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Date 

Num<.• 
ATTEST: 

11tle 

Keeper of The National Register 

Dute Date 
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c:: 
n 
-f 
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$10 . 0I) Stute !:t1111,•o. Tr-r.1. 
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HA-215 

~l\ll"J to ltl1lrlJt\t" llo<'.1 Y"un,• , :'I l'1111Lt'!\l :111v. lfonk UL.Ii;. 
U.1H"' • ~J . 

TUI~ DKKn, !Dllllo tills .U.h dny or A111>'\1Bt A.D. lll.U by It. Mlt.t.!\.~ Si:AJOCl\'OUl:U nnJ MANY D. 

SCAl\DO!lJUGJI, hie "Hu, unJ J. llAA\':<'i :.;cA1:001iuu~:h, wld.:-19\11'. 

ITIUR!A:.l tho ll•\\11 t:rttuto>r d 0111!11 :.1tle to th11 h11 ;·oln:ir1..1r desJrlb11d Lr<tut u r pftrce1 " r 

lend 11aqui roJ by JIU:le:I A. P'ulWn by deed rrm l'au1d.l :)cott •1n,\ wife :inJ Annie C. Wlnabecter 

dated Uay Z, 1801, IUld ru~ordod 1111.ics the L"nd R~~"\lrds or Kltrrord C"unty in L\ber A.L.J. No. 70 

toUo -l~ll; the anid Jnmes A. l"ulton, w~d.iwnr , h1\V1ng dnpartod tt\1:1 l1te lntout.ite on Septabt1r 

e~. 18~7, leavtng ee h1a only hairs at 111w and noxt or kin a son , John A. l"ulton, ~oil two dau~h­

tere, Mary, who 1ntermorrieJ w1th John S. y_.,,n~. and Susan, wbo tnto~rrlod with Joseph We'7el, 

find tbo said Mary Fulton Young departed thla lira on ~"Y 10 , 11105, lnto:1tote, without issue 

SUrfived by her husband John S. ll'oung lllhl lottvlr.g 8 brother, sttid Jotui A. P'utton, and her :>lster 

Susan Welzel surviY1ng; th11t Susan Welzel departod this lite Ln~estet• till~ without issue on 

lune 18, 1915, ber busband Joseph n111zel surYiYin&, who departed this lite Wllllllrried, and wit.b­

out issue on March 24, 1925; and J~lm A. Pult:io (tho last surv1.Yillg child or Jamas A. rulton) 

UDmarried , depeTted this lite Pebruary 14, 1934, leaving e last will and testament and oodiclls 

wll•rein be devised al.l or th• rest, residua and r~inder (including the tract or paroel ot 

land bere:i~atter described) to 1111 heirs at law and t1ret cousins, wh1ot by construction or the 

Court ot Appeal.a ot a.laryland in WesYer Ys. McGon.igall 170 Md. 212, it wes deter.ni.ned that the 

said ras1duary estate devolved rro~ Mary A. Scarborough and Josephine ~cCon1gall; that Mary A. 

Scarborough departed this lite on January 25, 19~5 , intestate leaving as her only heirs at law 

and next ot lcin said J. Baney Scarborough , busbend , lllld said E. laller Ecarborough, eon; that 

uid Josephine WcCcn1gell de;>srted this Ute ol! or about Deceober l, li3&, l eaviJlg e last will 

and testei:umt 1n which sbe devleed ell the rest, residue and recaiJlder or her estata (her 

interest in tbe tract or poroel ot land berelnatter described being included therein) unto her 

nephew the esid H. killer Scaroorough (see ~ills Records ot Harford County, L1ber A.J.C. No. 20 

tol1o 20); and 'I'~, norence Y:lU.llg Maulsby, Uizabetb "· So:1thers and lil1n.n1e ~rgeret 

Sllithers, ola1= tbe traot or puoel or land herelnerter described es the residuary deYieees ot 

lohn S. Young, late ot Hertord Cou:ity, deceased, w:io had been living upon nnd in possession 

ot said tract or parcel ot land tor titty years or more, and ~ the gre:ntors herein tave 

agreed to convey the tract or ~ercel ot land heret::erter describe~ to the residuary devisees 

of John S. Young upon tbe payment ot ~10,000.1)() and quit cl.,il:l snd release all the r1gbt, 

title and interest or said grantors in the estate ?t Jlll!lee A. fulton in 'Jlld to said tract or 

parcel ot lend. 

NO'lf T116A3FOR3 ':liIS D?:ro \'tI~LSr.'!i: tM ~ ror end in consideration or the pre::iises 

and tba pa;rc1nt or said sum or ;10,000.0-; recei;.t whe:-ecr is he:-'ll:>y ec\..nowl'l:l!J'!d, ihe said H. 

Miller Scerb?rough, Mer/ a. ~c~:-borou~h, hi3 wire, end J. H~rvey.5cerb?r?u~n , do ~!Ult, conve7, 

usiir;n' r11e,,11e 11nd qu1t. cle1m un::.? tho Mid PL .R..CICI'! YC.U!IC :.U.liw:>Y . !..IZAo::.T.-1 c. SUTH.cUI::: end 

Ml.1~1I& w;J(C;,J1&T 9UTini!S, ti.air he1re and esel.;i;-:s , all tM ri~tt, title 11nd int'!re:11; o r se1'1 

gr'.11\tors or ? t tt?!e cl111:1n7, ?i', rro:: llr un1 .. :- .. ,. ... :: lr. .nd -;.o .Ul t >.e t t.r':et or ;.!lrcel or 

land Oitu"t" in t.h• T·.·im c t il•Jl Air, H'lrtor1 C~~ t7, o:n<: tM ;::..,"-;." -:; t \!tH"'J-~n1, 'Uld descr1b"d 

81 toll.owe: 8'l1<inn1!l~ ror .,n!I ll'IC., !1C th'I llO•J t1,,..•)!l ';.9r.7 in::."!"l!'!Ct.lon 1,r !-'lnnlqA.v .. n1" ;.·1'1ll '" 

and !.111!.n ::~r•'!t •~ !In 1r?D p~:t 1r1·1.,n le t!.• ,.r.·.'11 '"'- C'li1 !n:<1rdec~1?11 '"11 l:".t.-:r,1r.~ :.n'lnc'I in 
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SURVEY NUMBER: HA-215 MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
SHAW HOUSE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing I 

Individual Structure Survey Form 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 
rhr i ~+- i an Science Readina Room 

COUNTY: Harford ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME; 
TOWN: Bel Air James Fulton's Harness Shop 
LOCATION: 2 s. Main ~L.reei:: PRESENT USE: Reliaious 

Bel Air, Maryland 21014 ORIGINAL USE: Harness Shop 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COMMON NAME: 
Christian Science Reading Room BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Commercial 
OWNER: Margaret & Elizabeth Smithers PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS: Box 74 Excellent ( ) Good ( ) 

Chesapeake City, Md. 21915 Fair (X) Poor: ( ) 
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: Architectural. 
Yes ( ) No ( ) Restricted (X) STYLE: Vernacular 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT: c. 1845 
Local QC) State ( ) National ( ) 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
L Foundation: Stone(:x)Brick( )Concrete( )Concrete BlockOC) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam(X)Balloon( ) 

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard(X)Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) 
:aonding Pattern: Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood( )Iron( )Steel( ) Concrete ( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(X) Sheet Metal ( ) .,. 
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches ( )0 Towers ( ) Cupolas ( )Dormers( )Chimneys(X)Sheds(X)Ells( ) 
Wings ( ) Other: porch enclosed 

Roof Style: Gable (X) Hip ( ) Shed ( ) Flat ( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )With Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 1-1/2 
Number of Bays: :i Entrance Location: Main St. 
Approximate Dimensions: 23'5" x 32' 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat( )Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive(X)Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( ) 0th-er: sidewalk building 
alonq Pa. Ave.· may be moved 
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1

-ADDiTIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Upstairs Sunday School and Nursery 
Porch and meeting room wood panel 

- Staircase changed from inside meeting room running east to a west run 
with access from porch 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) 
-,, 

'"" I 
~ ~ 

------------ ---

The oldest remaining commercial 
stand in town. Excellent example of 
mechanic's shop. 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( ) 
Moderately Built Up( )Densely Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Cornmercial(x) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

M. Larew 
RECORDED BY: 

Town of Bel Air 
ORGANIZATION: 

13 March 1979 
DATE RECORDED: 
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Bel Air,...,, 


