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Fulton-Young House 
6 S. Main Street 
Bel Air 
Private 

1845 

Harness maker James Fulton built this house in 1845 at the 
same time he built his shop to the south. It is probably 
typical of the three bay center hall houses built in Bel Air 
before the Civil War, but it is the only one of its kind left. 
It resembles the Van Bibber House, 303 S. Main Street, but it has 
a more coherent design because the main block was built all at 
once. By 1904 it had acquired an ell in back. By 1930 the front 
porch and the present back building were in place. The present 
owners are descendants of James Fulton. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

The Fulton You~n~a::1--~H~o~u~s~e ___________________________ _ 
AND/OR COMMON 

Same 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

6 South Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air 
STATE 

Maryl ;3,pg 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

JlBUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE 
_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

:K_uNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X_YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

The Misses Smithers 
STREET & NUMBER 

Box 74 
CITY. TOWN 

Chesapeake ~; tv - VICINITY OF 

. llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

---R-EG_i_sT_R_Y_o_F_D_EE_D_s_. E_Tc ___ H_a_r_f_ord County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

1st 
CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~-PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER Empty 

Telephone ~: s$5-5577 

STATE , zip code 
MaryJarlo 2i915 

Liber #: 267 
Folio #: 332 

-----------~M_a-=i~n:..-..:S~t~r~e~e;::_::ct ________________ --=--~-----~ 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Bel Air Maryland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

' I -

i' '' -

CHECK ONE 

KORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two and a half story three bay clapboard house is at 6 s. 
Main Street in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County. Currently, the 
house is composed of the front building twenty feet wide which has 
a gable roof and a back building three bays wide with a hipped roof. 
The front building is clearly the original part of the building. By 
1904 the house had a single story 20 foot ell just south of center as 
a back building. The ell had a porch along the south elevation. 
There was a single story room addition about 15 feet wide on the south 
elevation of the main block and there was no front porch. By 1930 
the back building and its south side porch had been built. The front 
porch and the two bay single story gable roofed addition to the south 
of the main building appear to be additions made between 1930 and 
1960. 

The gable ends of the main building are blind save for a pair of 
4 pane casements in the gables. The windows of the second story front 
of the main building are 6/6 double-hung sash. A pair of single pane 
windows the same size flank the entrance in the first story. They 
appear to date to the use of the building as the Bridal Shop. Front 
windows have wooden louvered shutters. The south addition has a 
single pane window (north) and a 6 pane over 3 panel door (south). 

The main entrance is in the middle bay of the main building. 
A red door with two long panels is flanked by 4 pane over panel side 
lights. There is no transom. The front porch is five feet wide. 
Square posts with a filet at the neck support a cornice with a dentil 
band just atop the plain frieze. Side balustrades are composted of 
lathe in an X pattern. 

The back building is four bays by three. It has 1/1 windows 
except for the 2/2 windows in the two gable roofed dormers in the 
rear (west) plane of the hipped roof and a 6/6 and a pair of 9 pane 
casements in the south bay (1st story) of the west elevation. A 
hipped roof back porch, now glassed in with multiple pane windows 
is in the middle two bays of the back (west) elevation, first story. 
Another porch, shed roofed, is along the south side of the back 
building. 

Despite the age and importance of the building the owners were 
unwilling to make the interior available to the surveyor. 

While the house gives a vaguely Greek Revival impression today, 
it originally must have looked like the Van Bibber House, a vernacular 
"colonial" house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l!J SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW -SCIENCE 
_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 
_ 1600-1699 _JCARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING 

X1eoo-1e99 _COMMERCE _ExPLORAT10N1sETTLEMENT 

X19oo- _cOMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

-MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _QTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1845 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This well preserved Greek-Revival home set back from Main Street on 
a shaded lot which is fenced in front with a white picket fence is one of 
two remaining houses in Bel Air's downtown area which retain their 
domestic character. In 1845 when harness maker James A. Fulton built 
the house Bel Air's Main Street was a pleasant, quiet, tree shaded street 
largely residential in character. Bel Air was a southern county court
house town with about 250 people in the pike between Washington and 
Philadelphia. As befitted a town whose population expanded rapidly during 
court days, there were more hotels than there were stores, and the stores 
-·ere domestic in architecture, domestic and commercial buildings being 
-~t yet differentiated in style. The Fulton-Young House and the Graham-

Crocker House at 30 North Main are the only two reminders in the downtown 
area of this gracious and more slowly-paced era before the Civil War and 
the coming of the railroad. This is the only lot in the original plat of 
the Town of Bel Air that has not been broken up. 

In May of 1840 Benjamin Bond sold this lot, lot #5 on the Town Plat, 
to George N. Warden for $220 (23/351). Warden died in 1842 in debt to 
Lee Magness for $1000. In May 1842 Magness sued to recover the debt 
{Box 694, Harford County Equity Records). The pleading makes no mention 
of any improvements on lot #5. In May 1845 Augustus Bradford of Baltimore, 
Bel Air native and subsequent Civil war governor of Maryland, acting as 
trustee in the equity case, sold the lot at public auction to James A. 
Fulton for $120. The price suggests there were no improvements. The 
national economic crisis which began in 1838 and continued to 1846 in 
many areas probably had no particular effect on these two sales {although 
it may have caused Warden's financial problems in 1837) because Warden 
paid more for the property in 1840 when the depression was at its depth 
than Fulton did in 1845 when the situation was substantially better. 
Fulton probably built the house and the harness shop on the lot to the 
northeast in 1845 because the Harford Democrat of January 1, 1892, noting 
Fulton's retirement, stated that he had been in business for half a 
century. Some financial difficulty that has not been traced caused Fulton 
to lose the property because in 1863 he leased it back from attorney 
Otho Scott (14/41) for $66 a year. The lease describes uall that house 
and lotn where Fulton lived and stipulated, as was usual, that the 

nouses" were to be insured. Finally in 1891 Fulton was able to buy his 
property back; by 70/439 he paid $1100 to Daniel Scott, Cornelia his wife, 
and Annie G. Winchester, widow, and regained the fee simple to his 
urooerty. He retired from harness making the following year ,.without a 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Harford County Land Records 
Bel Air Centennial Book 
1904, 1930 Sanborn Maps 
1858, 1878 Maps 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESS~Y 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1/2 a + 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This prqperty occupies the southern three-quarters of p~rce~. 
#818 in the Town of Bel Air. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERl.'.APPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

M. Larew, Architectural Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Town of Bel Air 
STREET & NUMBER 

39 Hickory Avenue_ 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bel Air 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

5 March 1979 
DATE 

838-8700 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Marylapg 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was·officially created 
by an Act of tne Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code-of Maryland, Article 41, Section i'81 KA, 
19 7 4 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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blemish on a good name," selling his shop to John Bauer who had 
worked for him for twenty years. He died in 1897 at the age of 
86, leaving three surviving children, Mrs. John S. Young of Bel 
Air, and Mrs. Joseph Weizel and John A. Fulton of Cumberland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Young lived in the house. Mrs. Young died in 
1905 leaving her husband John Young, her brother John A. Fulton, 
and her sister Susan Weizel surviving. A law suit (Weaver vs. 
McGonigall, 170 Md. 212) decided that J. Harvey Scarborough and 
H. Miller Scarborough were the residuary heirs of John Fulton. 
Florence Young Maulsby, Elizabeth c. Smithers, and Minnie Margaret 
Smithers also had a claim on the property as residuary devisees 
of John s. Young, the husband of Fulton's daughter Mary. In 1941 
the Scarboroughs sold their shares to Florence Maulsby and the 
Misses Smithers for $10,000 (267/332). 

The house was a dress shop for some years until 1974. This 
probably accounts for the large window in the north bay of the 
front (east) elevation. In 1974 it housed the Centennial Commission 
for Bel Air's town centennial. It is vacant at present. 

(#8 cont'd) 
Page 2 of 2 
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267/332 

70/439 

14/41 

31/85 

TITLE: Fulton - Young House 
and Fulton Harness Shop 

4 August 1941 

HA-216 

H. Miller Scarborough & Mary B., wife, and 
J. Harvey Scarborough, widower 

to 
Florence Young Maulsby, Elizabeth c. Smithers 
and Minnie Margaret Smithers 
a quit-claim release for $10,000 
on the property 
a complicated legal dispute partially solved by 
Weaver vs. Mc Gonigall, 170 Md. 212 (see file) 
both the grantors and the grantees claimed this 
and other property by virtue of descent from 
James A. Fulton who died in 1897. Grantors 
were heirs at law of John A. Fulton, last 
surviving child of James A. Fulton; grantees 
were heirs of John's sister Mary Fulton Young 
whose husband, John s. Young, had survived 
her and had been in possession of this property 
for"50 years or more." 

2 May 1891 
Daniel Scott & Cornelia, wife, and Annie G. 
Winchester, widow 

to 
James A. Fulton 
$1100 
the lot in Bel Air where he lives 1/2 a. 

20 March 1863 
Otho Scott 

to 
James Fulton lease $66/a "all that house and 
lot" "houses" to be insured 
Fulton must have lost it as a result to debt 

24 May 1845 
Augustus Bradford of Baltimore, trustee 

to 
James A. Fulton Lot #5 (1/2 a.) $120 at public 
sale 
The courtcase, 16 May 1842, Lee Magness 
recovered a judgment against George N. Warden 
for $1000 and costs to be released on payment 
of $600 with interest from 1837. Warden died 
in 1842 without paying. The court ordered the 
sale of property. Warden owned lot #5 and the 
pleading makes no mention of a house 



23/351 

HA-216 

The sale price suggests no house. 
(Box 694, Harford County Equity Records) 

20 May 1840 
Benjamin Bond 

to 
George N. warden 
$220 Lot #5 1/2 a + 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
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fl. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOO (Check One or More ee Approp.lare) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century O 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

SPEC I Fl c OAT EISI (If Appllc•bl e end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •e Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Educotion [ l 
Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
Historic 0 Industry 0 

Agriculture 0 Invention 0 
Art 0 Londscape 

Commerce 0 Architecture 0 
Communicot ions 0 Literature 0 
Conservation 0 Militory 0 

Music 0 

18th Century 0 
C 19th Century "D::;> 

Politico I 0 
Religion/ Phi-

losophy 0 
Science 0 
Sculpture 0 
Sociol/ Humon-

itorion 0 
Theoter 0 
Tronsportolion 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ( Include Per•on•,••· Delee, Event•, Etc.) 

20th Century O 

Urbon Planning 0 
Other ( Spec l/y) 0 
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 
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~IARYIAND HISTORICAL TRUST SURVEY MUMBE~: HA.,.216 
21 STATE CIRCLE 
SHAvr HOUSE NEGATIVE FILE ~!UMBER: 
ANNAPOLIS, !lARYLAND 21401 

UTH REFERE?-TCES: 
l!ISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET Zone/Easting/Northing 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. i!AP: 

-
PRESENT FOPJ:tAL NNtE: 
Fulton-Youno House 

COUNTY: Harford ORIGINAL FOR! 1AL NAME: 
TOWN: Bel Air Fulton House ·---- _ __, 

LOCATION: PRESENT USE: Vacant 

6 s. Main ORIGINAL USE: private resiaence 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

CG f ION NN-fE: 
Fulton-Young House BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

FU?'.JCTIONAL TYPE: private residence 
0''!NER: The Misses Smithers PFYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS: Box 71 Excellent( ) Good( ) 

Chesapeake City, M<l. Fair r }(\ Poor ( 1 
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: TI-IHlE: Architecture 
Yes( ) No( ) Restricted( ) STYLE: vernacu.Lar -
LEVEL OF SIGNIFIC~~CE: DATE BUgLT: 
Loca_l ( ) State ( ) Nation~lLl 1 45, additions later -GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone(X)Brick( )Concrete( )Concrete Block ( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 
B. ~'food Bearing :1asonry: Brick ( ) Stone ( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard(X)Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
~Jovelty( )Stucco( )Sheet ;.ietal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle() 
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood( )Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate (X)t~ood Shingle ( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( ) 
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: bays 

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dorrners(X)Climneys(X)Sheds( )Ells (X) 
:·

1ings (X) Other: 
Roof Style: Gable(X)Hip( )Shed( )Flat( ) Hansard ( ) Gambrel ( )Jerkinhead( ) 

Saw Tooth( ):'Jith '.'lonitor( )With Bellcast( 
Other: 

)With Parapet( )With False Front( ) 

;Ju.tnber of Stories: 2~ 
Number of Bays: 3 Entrance Location: s. Main 
Approximate Dimensions: 45' x 40' 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat( )Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive (x) ~~egati ve ( ) 
Development(x)Deterioration( ) lt·tixed( ) Other: 
Alteration( )Other: 

------ L.._._ ___ 
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ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUC'IURAL DESCRIPTION: 

clapboard w/ end boards 
windows front 2nd 6/6, 1st 1 solid pane 
porch-dentil band under cornice, sq . posts w/ filet, side balusters 
made of X lathe entrance: 4 pane over panel side lights . No 
transom 2 panel (long) door red/ 1 bay single story wing/ 
s door n window 6/3 panel door/ 2 plain inside end chimneys 

N elev main block blend ex 2 4 pane casements in gable 
3 bay back bldg windows 1/1 

S elev same windows in gable/ back bldg hip roof/ center 
chimney, shed roof side porch w door between two west bays 

back: 2 gable roof dormers w 2/2 windows 
4 bay w hip roof glassed in porch center 
S 2 bays ground floor 6/6 & pair of 9 pane casements 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEHENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

4th oldest house in Town 
c 1845 (front bldg.) 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North in Circle) 

-

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( ) 
Moderately Built Up( )Densely Built Up( ) 
Residential ( )Commercial k) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

Marilynn Larew 

RECORDED BY: 
Town of Bel Air 

ORGANIZATION: 
26 October 1979 

DATE RECORDED: - ---- - ______________ ........ 
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tera, w~ry, wbo lntarmnrrled wltb John $ . Y ,'Uo~. a::id :>uasn, who lnt.intsrrlo~ with J oaa?h We!~•l , 

and tbe sold Mary Fulton Young departed this llta on Unr 10, 1905, lntostnta, without l ssue 

sur-rivad by her buabnnd J ohn S. Young and lalivi~G a brother, said J " hn A. Fu~t.Jo, sod bar 11lstnr 

Susan Welzel aurvirtng; tht1t Susan Welzel dep!lrte.l thla llf'e ln~estate wid without laaue on 

June 18, 1915, her husband J oseph Welzel aurvlv1ng, wbo departed this llfe un::iarried, and Wlth· 

out issue on March 24, 1925; and 1~lm A. Fllltoo (t~o lost surv1Tin& cblld or 1emaa A. Fult.ln} 

unmarried, departed tbia lite February 14, 1934, leaTlng o lest will end teste.roent and codioila 

wherein he devised lll..l or the rest, residue and reooi.nder (including tbe trsct or poroel or 

land herd.nattar described} to hls heln at low and nrst cousi.ns, which by construction or the 

Court ot Appeals or 11aryland lo Wasver 'la. McGoi:J.gall l?O Vj, 212, lt was d.eter:llioed tbot the 

said residuary estate devolved. fl'Ol:l Mary A. Scarborough and. Josephine ~cGon1gal.l; that t.sary A. 

Scarborough deported this lite on January 2~. 19~5. intestate leaving as her only balrs et l aw 

and nen ot kill said 1. Harvey Scarborough, husband, and said E. l.'.llltr Ecarborough, son; that 

said 1osepb1n• YcGcnisa.ll dO?!lrtad this lite on or about Decoober l, l i36, leaving a lost will 

and testO!:lent lo which sbe devised ell the rest, residue and rei:ia1ndar or her estate (her 

. interest 1n ~e tract or parcel or land hereinafter described being included tberoln) unto her 

nephaw the ssid H. ~illar Scarborough (see 'lfills Rscorde or Rertord County, Llbor A.J.G. No. 20 

tollo 20); and. WH?R~. norance !:JUil8 t.saulsby, !:Uzabeth '- . S:itbera and Min:Ua Margeret 

Smithers, clolm the tract or pareol. or land hareinstter dascrioed ea t~e residuary d.eviaees or 

1ohn S. Young, late or Rartord. Coll:lty, deceased, w~o had been living U?On nod in possession 

ot aald trsct or parcel or land tor r1rt1 }'11ars or more, and iVH3i13A.5 the grentors barein t.eve 

ae;r'ed to convey the tract or ~areal ot land herel:lartar dascrtbsd to the residuary devlseee 

ot John s. Young upon the payment ot ;10,000.00 and quit cl!lic '!ltd ralse se ell the right, 

title and interest or said grantors in t be esta~e ~r Jismea A. Fulton ill ~nd to said tract or 

parcel or land . 

NC'lf Tilt:il3FOR3 nu:; D'.nD ;·::r~:$..:;?::i: tha~ t or en~ 1n cons!dere~1on or ~be ?r e:ilses 

and the ~e;r;sni. or said S'1:!I or Zl0 ,000 .Q~ r scei;t whs~ecr ls h~ ~s~y oc~~o~ls:~~~. ~~• said H. 

14Uler Scerb:>rou~ll . Lier-/ B. ~C'l ::"bo ro1;1i;~ . 1.13 wU"IJ, ood J. li11 t"Ve1 · ~eart,r-;ue:i , do l!rl\l\ t , convcr;, 

l! Us1.;;:i, Mls"\8 "1 'lnd -;uit.. chtm un~:> t.he lll\11 fl. .!l~ICE Y1..U:1:; :.!AUi.w:>Y, LIZA::.-"!':-. C. Zloll TIU!<::. Bnd 

IUl;:i!& )LJJ(<;J..Hi!T SAI7i~~. t l.dr ha1ro '1.lld esd;-:-::: , e lL thl! r117,t:t, title ')nd 1n~<?re:st. or :icM 

gr'Jl"ltc r 11 .,r -,r th?! I! r.l'l1c:1n.·, C."J , rrc::: .,r un1•:- ~ -:~:: Ir. o:nd :.o .. 11 t~.ot ~nr. :. or ;.'!real ? r 

Land alt.u .. ta in t.hl! ':'-.·.or.: t.r i:••l !.Ir, 11,.,rro :-~ C:.'.~ ty, e.ni: 1.r . ., ~".'!':.., -; r !tur/!!;n~ , >:nd dnacr1~!ld 

!8 rollows: B.,~1nn1::u~ ro r ·.r.., ~.,::., et •.h., &o•Jt i.w·, :i ~1Jr .J' ~n:.•:o-~'!ctl,,r. •,r p,,n,,sy;. 7.,nl'l ;.voo , ., 
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