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Harford County Courthouse 
South Main Street 
Bel Air 
Public 

1858; 1904 

This handsome nee-classical building, the second on the site, 
is the reason for Bel Air's existence. A commercial and adminis
trative center, Bel Air has at all times revolved around its 
Courthouse. It is also the first building in Town to have an 
architect's name associated with it. When the first courthouse 
burned in 1858, J. Crawford Neilson of the Baltimore firm of 
Niernsee and Crawford, was hired as a consultant. Frank Barr, 
a Bel Air Civil Engineer, supervised the construction of the 
Italianate building that is the center portion of the present 
structure. In 1904 the present front and rear blocks were added 
to the design of J. A. Dempwolf of York, Pennsylvania. His 
chaste nee-classical design was joined with remarkable sensitivity 
to the original structure to form a pleasing and coherent whole. 
The main courtroom on the second floor is the most notable public 
space in town. 

Also notworthy are the many portraits of Harford County 
notables which hang in the building. The first portrait was 
of Edwin Booth (1833-1893), the famous Shakesperian actor who 
was born in Harford County. He gave an early (1850) performance 
in the courtroom of the previous building, an event recalled in 
a 1936 mural in Bel Air's Post Office. The courthouse's own mural 
in the landing of the main staircase is by Marion Butler Ewald. 
Painted in 1934, it depicts the Signing of the Bush Declaration 
on the eve of the American Revolution. In the west hall on the 
second floor is a plaque to Harford Countians who served in the 
Confederate Army during the Civil War. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Harford County Courthouse occupies a block on the west side of 
Main Street between Courtland and Office Streets in the Town of Bel Air 
Md. The present building is the second on the site. An artis~s sketch'l 
shows this building to have been a two-story brick late colonial building 
with balanced single story dependencies. The courtroom was on the ground 
floor with other offices on the second floor. Access to the second story 
was by means of an outside staircase to a landing on top of the ground 
floor entrance porch. The north dependency housed the clerk's office, 
while the Register of Wills had his office in the south dependency. This 
is the building that burned in 1858. 

The 1858 Courthouse, Italianate in style, was rectangular with 
three bays in the facade and six bays along the side elevations. An old 
photograph in the possession of Mr. Chilcoat, the Clerk of Court, shows 
the arched door opening in the central bay topped by a brick entablature 
supporting a Gothic Palladian window. A brick parapet with small brick 
gable with a bull's eye window in the center is centered over the middle 
bay and hides the roof lines. The fenestration is arched, 6/6 in the 
first story and 9/9 in the second. A wooden cupola with bell crowns the 
roof. 

The present structure is an I-shaped two-story brick building in 
common bond having a hipped roof over the two crossbars of the I and a 
gable roof over the long central block. A wooden cupola, with arches 
and pairs of Tuscan columns supporting a small dome, tops the ridge of 
the central block. According to James Wollon, Jr., it closely resembles 
an example published by William Chambers in his Treatise on the Decorative 
Parts of Civil Architecture (London, 1791). The fire bell mounted in 
front of the Main Street entrance formerly hung in the cupola. The five 
bay east, or Main Street, elevation has its first story brick-work laid 
in imitation of stone rustication with brick quoins framing both the ends 
of the block and the slightly projecting central bay. The central bay 
houses the entrance and a round arched composite window and is capped by 
a brick gable with a lunette. The brownstone entry is framed by Tuscan 
pilasters supporting an entablature. Two tall oak doors with bevelled 
glass panels in the top half open inward and are topped by a transom. 
Centered above the entry is a round arched double-hung window, 9/12, 
framed in 19 fixed panes. The windows in the flanking bays are flat 
arched 9/9, with decorative wrought iron bars in the first story, and 
round arched 16/16 in the second. Water table, string course and 
cornice of brick complete the decorations. 

The west or Wall Street elevation is similar in spirit to the 
I I 

east elevation but it differs in detail. The central bay does not 
project, and the window in the center bay in the second story matches 
the other windows, round arched double-hung 16/16, as in the flanking 
bays of the east elevation. Most radically different is the window 
treatment in the gable over the central bay: a palladian window, 
rossibly to add architectural interest to the flat elevation. 

(C. Milton Wright, Our Harford Heritage, Baltimore - 1967, p.69) 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Harford County Courthouse is the most important building in 
Bel Air. It is the reason for the Town's existence and the reason for 
its continued prosperity. The present building, the second on the site, 
has the simple dignity of the best of Harford architecture and is a 
good example of the restrained taste in design preferred by both Town 
and County. The chaste 1904 nee-classical facade represents Harford 
County's choice from among the revival styles then current to represent 
the ideal of Justice made concrete in the county legal center. 

The first courthouse, built between 1788 and 1791, shows the lack 
of specialization of eighteenth century American architecture. According 
to an artist's rendering of the building, it was a two story brick 
structure with balanced single story dependencies. The only feature 
to distinguish it from a plantation house of the same period was the 
entry porch with its staircase rising outside parallel to the front 
elevation and terminating in a porch supported at the second story level 
by two pillars. The north wing was the Clerk's office, while the south 
wing held the Register of Wills. The courtroom was on the ground floor 
of the main block. The second story was occupied by various offices 
and jury rooms. 

The courtroom was the largest room in Town, and many meetings were 
held there. Before the first Masonic Lodge was built in 1833, there 
was no church in Town. The itinerant ministers who served Bel Air 
preached in the courtroom. The Harford Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
was organized there in 1842. Edwin Booth made his debut as an actor 
there in 1850, an occasion commemorated by the WPA mural in the Post 
Office. Of course many political meetings were also held in the 
courtroom. 

On February 19, 1858, the courthouse was destroyed by a fire that 
may have started in the stove in the Clerk's office, although 
A. Lingan Jarrett, the Clerk, vigorously denied the possibility. The 
main building was entirely destroyed and the wings were severely 
damaged. While the land records could be reproduced, the records of 
the County Commissioners were lost. Since the state legislature was 
sitting at the time, immediate plans were made to rebuild. The 
legislature appointed a committee consisting of Stevenson Archer, 
Henry S. Harlan, James McCormick, William H. Dallam and A. Lingan 
Jarrett to consider plans. In June the Harford County National American 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The north and south elevations testify to the building's history. 
The central block, being the remaining visible part of the 1858 
Courthouse, has different fenestration and decoration, but the end 
blocks added in 1904 join gracefully to the older style, the 1904 
neo-classical work so restrained that it lives quite happily with 
the 1858 Italianate, also restrained. The end blocks were not simply 
added to the front and rear of the older building, but wrapped around 
it, so that the old building lost a bay on each end of the side elevations, 
leaving the present four bays. The windows are double-hung, round 
arched, 6/6 and barred in the first story, 9/9 in the second story. 
Brick water course, string course and cornice give horizontal movement 
to the elevation, and a recessed brick panel is centered under each 
window. The end blocks, three bays wide, project out one bay from the 
plane of the central elevation and have the quoins, rustication, 
fenestration, water table, string course and cornice described for the 
east and west elevations. The dentil band of the cornice on the front 
and rear blocks matches exactly that on the old central block tying 
these two different designs together. 

Entering the building from Main Street one sees a long marble 
floored corridor. To the right is a room with real estate plats and 
xerox machines. To the left is the first room of land and other 
county records. These rooms have two windows and are two-thirds of 
the 1904 addition. Moving back along the right side of the corridor, 
one finds the 1858 staircase, open string, open well, and double-run, 
with thick, pleasant balusters and newels. Tucked under the stair 
landing is the small marriage room. Next along the right hand side 
of the hall are the room with the most recent land records, men's and 
ladies' restrooms and the civil court office. Along the left hand 
side of the hall behind the main office are two rooms with the land 
records, the criminal court office, and the back staircase. Behind 
the staircase are the offices of the Chief Deputy and the Clerk of 
Court. These two offices, the staircase and the civil court office 
across the hall are in the rear 1904 addition. This three-run, open
string staircase has square panelled newels, turned balusters and simple 
brackets. 

In the landing of the front (1858) stairway is a 1934 W.P.A. 
mural on the north wall. This painting, by Marion Butler Ewald, 
depicts the Signing of the Bush Declaration on the eve of the American 
Revolution. The second story contains two courtrooms, judges' suites, 
a jury room, and offices for law clerks, court reporters, and bailiffs. 

Courtroom Number One is perhaps the most distinguished room in 
any building in Town. It is relatively untouched since it was build 
in 1858, although its furniture was refinished in 1933. Occupying the 
entire central block in the second story, the courtroom, while square, 
is arranged as an ampitheater, the stepped spectators seats, like 
church pews, curving to fill the east end of the room. The raised 
judge's bench is against the west wall, with the witness box and court 
reporter's table to the side and front. The jury box, with modern 
chairs, ranges along the west end of the north wall, while the sheriff's 
desk is in the middle of the south wall. A large oval counsels' table 
is below the first rank of spectators' benches squarely across from 
the judge's bench. This table, the oldest piece of furniture in the 
building, was saved from the flames of the first courthouse. The dark 
wood of the furniture, the woodwork and the vestibule in the east end 
contrast with the white walls. The paintings of Harford notables 
ranged along the courtroom walls add to the somber and lofty spirit 

(#7 cont'd) 
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of the room. Other paintings hang in the corridors on the second 
floor, and there is a memorial tablet to Harford County men who 
served in the Confederate Army in the Civil War on the wall near 
the west stairway. 

An enclosed staircase like the 1904 west staircase leads to 
the attic over the west 1904 block. This room was occasionally 
used for jury deliberation in the old days. The wrap-around of the 
1904 addition can be seen quite clearly in the attic. Access to 
the cupola is from this level. 

It is unusual that such a simple, attractive building, with 
its chaste Italianate-cum-Classical design, should have been so 
little remodeled and cut up over a hundred or more years. 

(#7 Cont'd) 
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announced the committee's decision. Architect J. Crawford Neilson, of 
the Baltimore firm of Niernsee and Crawford, was described as the 
"consulting architect". Frank Barr, a Bel Air Civil Engineer and 
surveyor, was "superintendent architect". The contract went to E. and 
A. Reynold, of Port Deposit, who promised to finish the new building 
by July 1, 1859, at a cost of $14,600. Meanwhile the court sat across 
the yard in the church portion of the Masonic Lodge. 

The new courthouse became the same focus of Town life the old 
building had been. Meetings and rallies were once again held there, 
and the life of the county flowed through its doors. 

Town and county were subdued during the Civil War as families and 
friends were split in their loyalties. Union troops clattered through 
Town on search and seize missions. The battle of Gettysburg flamed 
close to home, and local doctors went to help with the wounded. Bel Air 
lost a hotelkeeper who had gone south to fight for the Confederacy and 
had returned in Confederate gray to die on the gentle Pennsylvania hills. 
And through it all the Courthouse remained the center of life. Both 
sides were grateful when the awful conflict ended, and the courthouse 
was illuminated in prayerful celebration. Too soon it was draped in 
black in mourning for the assassination of President Lincoln at the 
hands of John Wilkes Booth, a Harford County man. 

Over the years, various touches were added to the building. In 
1869 Samuel Reynolds, of Cecil County, remodeled the roof to try to stop 
a persistent leak. In 1872, Nathan Dean, a local cabinetmaker and 
undertaker, added the panelled vestibule to the big courtroom. In 
1876-77 a new iron fence with stone posts replaced the rotting wooden 
fence around the courthouse lot. It took two years because Jacob La Rue 
defaulted on his contract to build the stone piers in 1876. Mr. Touchstone 
completed the work the following year, and Patrick Howard graded the yard. 
In 1883, Taylor Cole of Bel Air gave the building a wash of "brick Color". 

In 1890, the portrait of a distinguished Harford County citizen, 
Edwin Booth (1833-1893), America's pre-eminent Shakespearean actor, was 
hung in the courthouse. The idea originated with E. M. Allen and though 
Booth was aging and ill, he sat for the portrait and donated it to the 
county. To date fifty-four portraits hang in the courthouse reminding 
present day citizens of the contributions of their ancestors to county, 
state and nation. The portrait of the first Harford County woman took 
its place in 1978. Mary Risteau, the first woman elected to the state 
legislature, was honored for her service to Maryland. 

By the end of the nineteenth century, it was clear that the 
courthouse had become too small. In 1904, Governor Warfield signed a 
bill to add to the building, and appointed a commission to consider 
plans. The bill allowed the County to borrow $25,000 for the costs. 
The commission was led by George L. Van Bibber and included A. Henry 
Strasbaugh, Stevenson A. Williams, Hugh A. Jones, and William s. 
Forwood, Jr. Unfortunately just as the commission began its search, 
a large part of Baltimore burned, leaving its architects and contractors 
with more work than they could handle. The commissioners finally 
accepted the nee-classical design of J. A. Dempwolf of York, Pennsylvania. 
The contract was awarded to c. Coleman Smith of Stafford. The addition 
cost approximately $100,000. Dempwolf joined his nee-classical design 
to the existing Italianate design with remarkable sensitivity so that the 
present building represents a satisfying and coherent whole. 
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Present plans call for another addition to the west elevation 
of the building. A modern design by the Baltimore firm of Meyer, 
Ayers, Saint, Stewart, Inc. will be integrated with the present 
building. The west elevation will be obscured by the join. The 
new section will require the demolition of the Masonic Lodge and the 
Harford National Bank and the closing of Wall Street. When completed 
in the early 1980's the building's west elevation will front on 
Bond Street. 

(#8 Cont'd) 
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acres at the pLce selected and, in the meantime, to rent buildings for the 
cnurthousc ard prison. 

Scott's Old Fields, or Delle Air, as it was then called, won the election 
but this did not settle the matter, for we find that a second Act was passed 
on January 20, 1787, authorizing another election to determine whether 
the c0urthous<: should be built at Scott's Old Fields or Havre de Grace. 
B,· this Act, a Board cf Commissioners consisting of John Archer, Benedict 
Edward Hall, \Villiam Smith, John Taylor, and Jesse Jarrett were 
appointed to arrange for the election. 

Reasons for the passage of this Act are given in its preamble:
''\Vhercas sundry inhabitants of Harford County have petitioned this 
General Assembly for a law to remove the seat of justice from Bel Air to 
H~vre ~e. Grace, and sundry other persons have demonstrated against the 
said pet1t1on and prayed that the seat of justice therein should continue at 
the place already established by law; whereas it appears to this General 
Assembly that the said dispute should be finally determined by an election 
of the people." 

The Act prohibited the commissioners from receiving votes for any 
of the other sites named in the first Act, and only Havre de Grace and Bel 
Air were to be in the contest. The election was held at Bel Air and 
resulted in a \'ictory for those preferring the Bel Air site, where the court 
was already sitting. 

. After the elccti~n under_ the first Act, the justices proceeded to pur
chase a tract at Scotts Old Fields, and on April 27, 1782, Aquila Scott of 
James. conveyed by d~ed t\~O and five-eighths acres to Harford County for 
the courthouse and pnson. 1

- The lot was surveyed by Daniel Scott and in
clud~~ the land on which the Masonic Temple, courthouse, office building, 
and pi! now s~and_._ ~he purchase price as stated in Hie records was twenty
two pounds, six sh1llmgs, and three pence, about $110 in our money. 

Even though the justices were authorized by the Act of 1782 t; build 
a courthouse and jail, the matter was delayed for several years. This may 
h~ve been due to lac~ of fu~ds or more likely because of the controversy 
O\ er the permanent site, which was not settled until the election of 1787. 
However, the j~s~ices were authorized to rent quarters for holding court 
and a stone bmldmg on the northwest corner of the Baltimore Pike and 
l\lain Street was used for some time for this purpose. 

The courthouse was under construction in 1788, and by an Act of 
Gener .:ii Assembly of that year the justices were authorized "to assess the 
sum of two shillings, six pence on e\·ery hundred pounds worth of property, 

1
" l hrford County Land Records, Liber J.L.G., No. H, page 103. 
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to complete the public buildings of said county and other purposes." By the 
Act of 1790, a further tax of 500 pounds, current money, was collected for 
the completion of public buildings. 

We have no definite record of the cost of the courthouse, but, in addi
tion to the amounts above levied, the receipts from 154,000 pounds of 
tobacco required of Baltimore County, in Section VII of the Act of Division 
of the two counties, was also used for building purposes. 

The time of the building of the jail and stone sheriff's dwelling, which 
was torn down in 1964 to make way for the new office building, is not 
definitely known but is believed to be about 1791. 

The reason for the delay in building the courthouse is not clear, but 
every record shows that it was begun in 1788 and the first term of court was 
not held there until March of 1791. In his history, Judge Preston gives the 
following description of this first Bel Air courthouse: "The courthouse was 
built of brick and occupied the same position as the present building. It 

~~~~ 
O~IGINAL COUR.T l-IOUSE 
ar GcOTTs OLo Vi<Los 

Bu..llt - t790 
Burned-1858 

>1~ST MASONIC TEMPLE in roar 
[rQCtG'd - 1830 

-~--~ 

had wings to the north and south. The wing on the north was used for the 
clerk's office, and that on the south for the Register of Wills. The court
room was downstairs with floor made of bricks. Within the rail where the 
lawyers and jury sat, the floor was raised and the bench or judge's seat was 
high above like a pulpit. There were two immense open fireplaces in which 
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hickory. of cord wood lengths, was burned. The other offices were on the 
second floor, the steps to which went up from the outside. The steps had no 
covering and the Grand and Petit Juries had to pass outdoors in going from 
the courtroom to the jury room. There was a landing at the head of the 
steps, and from this landing it was customary for political speakers to 
address their audiences." · 

It was in the courtroom of this courthouse that the famous Edwin 
Booth made his first appearance as a Shakespearean actor in 1850. 

After use for approximately sixty years, on February 19, 1858, the 
courthouse was destroyed by fire. The main building was entirely con· 
sumed, and much damage was done to the wings. Though many valuable 
books and papers were saved, the records of the County Commissioners 
were lost. 

The Legislature was in session at the time and action was immediately 
taken to erect a new courthouse. A committee consisting of Stevenson 
Archer, Henry S. Harlan, James McCormick, William II. Dallam, and 
A. Lingan Jarrett, clerk of the court, was appointed to prepare plans for a 
new building and superintend its construction. 

Courte.11 Of GGr!Gttd n. Grcu 

HARFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
As It appepred when erected In 1858. 

COllN I\" Sl!ATS 'i i 

This building dilkrcd from the old bv having the <1flit:es on d11.· lar'>t 
Roor and courtroom on the scwnd Ooor, a11cl i-. the m.1i11 p.m of uur prcwnt 
courthouse. To the great rn.:Jit of the c:ommi-.s1on. th1.. -;um of $20,000, 
raised by selling bonds, was more than sulficicnl for its c:ompletiun. 

After fifty years, the work of the rnurt and the bmmci.s of ::il_I 
county offices had so increased that 11 ''as found nc:cess.1ry lO make adtl1 · 
tions, and the present wings, both bad, and front, were ad<le<l in 1904. l lw 
cost was approximately $100,000 and the builder \\as C. Colc:man ~m1tl1. 
of Stafford. 

The rostrum, lawyers' 1ablc, and benches in this courrhoust· arc of 
beautiful black walnut. After some year.> of use. all n;ce1vcd several rn.lls 
of varnish stain, thus destroying their beauty. In 1933, under dirccuon of 
the late Major Robert J 1. /\rchcr, funds were obtained from tbc Cmcrn· 
mcnt to use workers under Civil Works /\clministralion to remo\'e tht' old 
stain and the furniture wa.., r<..'Ston•d to its rich, mdlow finish. In 1%~. 
when a second judge was appainted for l larford County, the courthouse 
was remodeled so ~is to provide a ~econd ... mall courtroom and apprnpri.llt' 
offices. 

The need for office space has increa ... cd so rapidl} in rccem \l-.tr' 1h.11 
it was necessary to purchJsc the. building at the corner of Courtl.111J .1nJ 
Bond Streets in 1925, and 1n 1950 the county bought the oHicc building 
erected a few years before by the I larford ~1utual I ire I nsurunc:c C 0111 p.111y. 

In 1964 the stone sh<:riff's residence, erct:tetl about 1791, '' .1, turn 
down and a new office building \\as constructl·d on the ~itc. ~n1c lk-dil".llion 
took place on July 26, 1964, with Mr. Thom.is I latcm pm.1J1ng. anJ 
Senator \Villiam S. James and Coun1y Connni,sioncr.. ,\be D.n as. 
D. Franklin i\ 1cGinnis, and John S. O'i'\cill participating in the pmgr.11n. 
The dedicatory address was made by C. ~lilton ~fright, retired Supcrin 
tendcnt of Schools. 

The Town of Bel 1\ir, \\ hich hccanw thl· rnunt) ~cat in 17~2 .1fH·r 
considerable controvcr~y over its loca1io11 1 ha'> nmtinucJ to gro\\. and ih 
central location makes it easily aca::c~iblc to Lhe greatly 111<.ru,l'il 
population. A more comprehensive hii.tory of the prc~t:nt count~ 'l.ll i' 

found in Chapter 19. 
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Harford County Court.House 

by James Thomas Wollon, Jr., A.I.A. 

A county court house should be as significant to its county as a 
state capitol building is to its state and as the United States 
Capitol building is to this Nation. Various proposals concerning 
additions, replacements and supplementary buildings for the 
Harford County Court House make a brief architectural 
analysis of the existing building a timely subject, hopefully 
awaking public interest in this very important structure. The 
Ha1iord County Court House is especially interesting, ar· 
chitecturally, because of its two periods of construction which, 
remarkably, blend or coincide with each other in spite of their 
widely differing stylistic backgrounds and nearly half a century 
difference in ruze. 

The origi'naf pcirtion, built in I859ic.onsists ·prima~ily of the 
Court Room and the spaces beneath it. Four windows in each 
storey of this structure are visible on either side, externally. 
Stylistically this portion of the structure belongs to the 
Italianate period, a style which flourished in the middle decades 
of the nineteenth century, marked by arched windows, low 
hipped roofs and matched, finely-jointed brickwork with highly· 
ornamental corbeling. It was considered a reinterpretation of 
Italian Renaissance villa or rural architecture. Italy represen· 
ted the artistic and c;ultural center of the world and the ideal 
climate; hence an Italianate revival was a popular style among 
the many styles of antiquity which were revived in the last cen· 
tury. 

In the original structure of 1859, the central bay of the prin· 
cipal or east front projected slig'lttly and it contained the main 
entrance. Narrow, tall rectangular windows flanked the arched 
window in this bay, recalling the tripartite Palladian or 
Venetian window popular in 18th century English and colonial 
American architecture, surviving through and equally ap
propriate in a mid-nineteenth century interpretation of Italian 
architecture. The central bay was crowned by a low pediment in 
the roof, probably of brick. Flanking bays of the front facade 
duplicated the bays of the north and south sides, still largely 
visible. 

The four chimneys-two on either side-which probably 
allowed stoves in each room are still visible within the present 
structure. 

The rear or west facade was much simpler than the east 
facade, a continuation of the sides without the prominent central 
feature. 

In 1905 wings were built across the east and west fronts of the 
1859 structure, giving the enlarged structure the shape of the let· 
ter 'H'. While the 1905 wings may appear to be mere extensions 
of the 1859 structure, they are of the Colonial Revival style. It 
was a style which allowed many materials, proportions, details 
and forms of the original to be restated, thus blending the new 
with the old without copying it. 

;: 

The Colonial Revival style had its origins in the Philadelphia 
Centennial Exposition of 1876 when the designs of colonial 
America received new attention; the earlier styles were revived 
in furniture and architecture, a revival which continues to this 
day. Earlier examples of the revival, such as the wings of the 
Court House, interpreted colonial forms very liberally, very 
freshly and imaginatively, interpretations which were not 
necessarily academically correct. The restoration of colonial 
Williamsburg in the 1920s and 1930s created a general 
awareness of academically-correct details. Brick cornices were 
unknown in colonial America and common bond brickwork 
never would have been used !Jn a building of importance. The 
archeCl window within a larger arched window, ~ exists above the 
front door, is not exactly an eighteenth century detail, yet it 
recalls the Palladian or Venetian window motif. The little 
Palladian or Venetian window in the west gable is an eighteenth 
century form but its sash proportions and muntin arrangements 
represent the newer interpretations of those earlier forms. 
Radiating muntins fill the arched window heads of the 1905 
wings but this muntin form was not employed in the arched 1859 
windows. The rusticated walls of the first storey-with regularly
recurring recessed courses of brick to suggest the joints in 
massive courses of cut stone-recall seventeenth and eighteenth 
century English design < itse!f a continuation and revival of six
teenth century Italian Renaissance design) and the brownstone 
door surround in the Tuscan order is not far removed from its 
eighteenth century ancestor in England or America although its 
proportions are heavier, 

The slight projection of the center bay of the principal front 
recalls a similar projection on the original structure but the 
pediment above recalls our own American colonial style while 
the pediment of 1859 was distinctly Italianate. 

The present cupola, with its arches and pairs of Tuscan col
umns _~upporting a small dome, is a detail copied quite corre:tly 
from an English Renaissance example, similar to one published 
by William Chambers in his TREATISE ON THE 
DECORATIVE PARTS OF CIVIL ARCHITECTURE, London, 
1791; it dates from the 1905 additions and the earlier cupola was 
simpler. 

The doors with their large pieces of beveled plate glass are 
characteristic of the 1905 period; pieces of glass this size were 
technologically impossible in the eighteenth century. The 
decorative wrought~iron grilles at the first storey windows 
belong to the 1905 period and in our own times, wrought-iron is a 
substance no longer manufactured due to the very high cost of 
fabricating it into decorative items such as these handsome 
grilles. 

A careful examination of the existing structure reveals that 
the 1905 wings extend over <or "wrap around"> the east and 
west bays of the 1859 structure. Examination of pre-1905 
photographs shows the original building to have been six bays in 

· (ContinuedonPaJ{P60) -
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·Addition To The Harford County Court House 
The rambling nature of this specification, following no specific 
format, is typical of eighteenth and early nineteenth century 
specifications. It seems the writer included a term, a detail. a 
task as he thought of it, without first writing a draft, organizing 
it in a logical format and rewriting it as a finished document. 

A few terms should be explained in contemporary language: 

"nifcast"-stucco 

"Sixteen lights oi nine by eleven"-windows with eight 
panes in ea.ch of two sash, each.p~me 9 inches by 11 inches 

"Shetters covered with sheat Iron" and ''the doare to 
be ... covered in Like way"-wooden shutters and doors 
were covered with sheet iron to be somewhat fireproof for 
compatibility with stone walls and slate roofs 

"fols flew"-false flue, "or chimney flue within the 
thickness of the wall, not expressed internally or ex
ternally by a projection 

"slate roof" and "brick cornish"-all exterior features 
designed to be fireproof, a minimum exterior exposure of 
combustible materials 

"plastering with whitewashed"-w!titewash was the stan
dard interior finish for plaster 

This manuscript was found among the Court Records by David 
L. Hill of the Bel Air American History Club, Inc. and of this 
Society. 

The Commifsionors Harford County 

Gentlemen 
I will built the county-lot a Fire proof office thirty by twenty 

seven from out to out the story eight feet six Inches in the clear 
with the following metorials vis-

The wals to be of stone eighteen inches thick to be rufcast on 
the ought side-to have one Doore with stone frame cap and sill
with four windows d sixteen Lights rX nine by eleven glafs ci 

.fU"St quality Baltimore Mlll1ufactay - with Doubled shetters . 
covered with sheat Iron on the out side having strong straps and 
hooks to hang said shutters with sufficient fastnings to said shut
ters-the doare to be hung and covered in Like way with a good 
and strong Lock the flore to be Laid with Brick the wall to have 
one fols flew to receive a stove pipe The sealing or top of the 
same to be Lathed and plastered with a sufficient coat or coats 
to be considered fire proof to have a slate roof propperly put on 
with a brick cornish the room to have two cats of plastering with 
whitewashed - to be countered & shelved as the said Com· 
mifsioners may Think propper, <having use of all of the present 
Counters shelves and c) for the sum of one thousand Dollars one 
half when the Joists is put on and the ballance when said work is 
fiiiished to be Inspected by said Commifsioners or a majority of 
them. the work to be Complete in three months from the time of 
Laying the foundation the whole to have two coats of paint ex
cept counters and Shelves/-

Isl John Donahoo 
PS I am ready at any time to Contract the giving me notice 

J.D. 
Sept 2oth 1830 

Review----
J. Edmund Bull • . Revolutionary Harford, Part"Ill. A Gen· 
tleman's Journal <Bel Air. MD: Steppingstone Museum 
Association, 1977) 101 pages plus bibliography. $3.SO. 

Here is an account of the War for Independence as observed 
by a resident of Harford County, Maryland! and recorded in his 
journal. It is a listing of events, some crucial, some not. Taken 
together they reveal a story of colonial Ame:icans that is 
energetic, striving, eccentric, pro..r.e!" accomplished, ear~hy, 
worldly, spiritual, respectful of trau!llon, and resentful against 
alleged usurpations by a mother country. 

The entries begin with the date of "17 June 1716," when 
Parliament introduced the oaths of loyalty to the Crown and to 
the Church of England. which had the effect of disestablishing 
English Roman Catholics from high office. The last entry, dated 
14 January 1784, notes the ratification by Congress assembled at 
Annapolis of the Treaty of Peace, officially ending hostilities 
between the colonies and Great Britain. Between these two 
dates is a thesaurus of information gleaned from contemporary 
documents which Bull found, searching through the Maryland 
archives in the Hall of Records and the Maryland Historical 
Society as well as materials which he scrupulously collected 
over the years. 

The author did an amazing amount of work and recorded 
some 700 entries. all documented, according to the editors, Mary 
C. Wright and Mary R. Bristow, who carried on in the spirit and 
method of the late J.E. Bull so that this volume would become 

_:ivailable to Harford Countians old and new. 

It is notable that the number of entries are largest during the 
two years, 1776 and 1m Cover 130 each>. cone may imagine a 
bell curve skewed to the right in terms of numbers of entries.) 
The events pertinent to Revolutionary Harford were noted, it is 
assumed. by the available data, though the "journal" is really a 
blend of major and minor occurrences throughout the colonies 
and not just within Harford County. 

One may have wished that the entries could have been more 
truly reflective of the fictitious gentleman who produced the 
journal. It is not a diary; there are no "personal" notes. We 
learn little about the writer or his revolutionary viewpoint. 
There are some notorious omissions of dates. He does not 
specify the date or year for a segment of Baltimore County 
becoming distinct as Harford County 0773> Maryland. He does 
not mention the Harford Resolves of 11 June 1774, developed un· 
der the leadership of Aquila Hall. He does not list 22 March 1775 
as the day of the Bush Declaration, one of the early colonial 
declarations of independence. \ 

Overall, though, the gentleman left us a great deal of 
fascinating memorabilia: remarkable notings of events and 
persons, nationaliy or locally newsworthy: titillating tales about 
General William Howe, Frederick Lord Baltimore <Henry Har
ford's father), and Henry TreeJt's active wife Catherine. The 
pace of events quickem during the 17Tl's as Maryland men 
become militiamen. Harford County itself was invaded by the 
British, anticipating action years later in another war with the 
English. 

Revolutionary Harford, Part III, must be read in conjunction 
with Part I <cultural history> and Part II <political history). As 
Mr. Bull himself noted in Part I. "This work is not intended to be 
a definitive history of the county. It is merely hoped that the 
reader's curiosity has been sufficiently aroU5ed to undertake 
further study of the subject on his own. If this is done, in another 
quarter century a definitive history may be written." 

J. Edmund Bull loved his American heritage and he loved his 
Harford county. He produced a labor of love which others will 
draw upon for pleasure, enlightenment, and stimulus. His name 
has already been added to the list of writers that include Scharf, 
Preston. and Wright. 

Reviewed by John E. Brown, PhD 
Professor of HJ story 

Harford Community College 
Bel Air, Maryland 
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of men now Ii ving or but recently deceased, yet 
the records of their ancestors incorporated therein 
clo much to throw light upon clays long past, and 
largely enhance the \·alue of the \York. 

Thne are perhaps few of the residents of Bel 
Air \Yho cherish a deeper affection for 1he place 
and its people th::m does the subject of this 
artick. A busy man of affairs. he yet finds 
opportunity to keep in touch \Yith e\·ery local 
mea,t1re and all Yillage improYernents. It is 
but n:1tural that the p!:ice should he tlear to him, 
for this 11·as his birthplace. He represents the 
third generation of the family that has heen itlen
tified 1Yith the hi-tory of Harford C"unty, the 
tir"t of the name tn '-'el tie ht:re ha Yin!-'. ht:en his 
grandfather, Rei·. John .\llen. a nati1·e of \\-ex
ford, Ireland, a graduate· of Trinity Ct>llc-ge. :mt! 
from I/tJ.'> to 1Sr.~ rector of :"t. Gl·nrge's pari,.h, 
1Yhich at that time em1n:1ct:tl all nf the cou11t1·. 
Ile diet! in 1S,c;o. C11nct:rning the remote history 
of the family little i." kn<>1Yn. t:xcept th:1t, <luring 
the reign of Queen FliYalieth. some of tht: namt: 
acc(Jmpaniecl the Earl of i-:,sex from ~cotl:rnd to 
Ireland. 11·hich aftt:n1·anl remained thL·ir lwme. 
The homt:skad, tlnt:e miks frt•m \\'ex!\1nl. has 
remained in the family for three hntHlrct! :rnd fift1· 
years. 

Dr. Richanl X. _\Jlen, father of nnr snh_iect, 
1yas born in IIa1 ford \..'ounty. and 11·as a man llf 
marked ability and talent. In Ynung ni:111holltl 
he bec3me an attorne1·. arnl 11·ould u1Hloulitetll1· 
ha1·e risen to prominence in the prnfessio11 bad it 
not been for an n~1furt1111ate accitle11t. \\'hile 
,;peaking i11 public upon one occa ... i"11. he hur~t a 
blood 1·es~el, a11d the injury sust:1iuetl tlt:l>:irrecl 
him from further practict: at the bar. He then 
began the stuth· of medicine. hut clit:d cnnn after
ward, in rS,).'j. 1\·hen his childrc·n 1\·c-rc -mall. 
Had he liH·d to mature yt:ar,;, lw 11·1n1lcl tloulit
less ba1·e made a 11ame and en1·i111lt: reputation 
for himsclf. He had a lirnther. \\'illia111 II., 1Yho 
was an nnusu:il m:111, hnth J•h1·,ically :1nd men
tally. In hc-ight he was -ix !'c·et and ... ix i11ches. 
all<l his mental :1ttai1m1c·nts \YL·re :1s rcmarkal>k as 
his physical. .-\ t ont: time liL· held '.he· office of 
territorial gm·ernor of Fluritla. 

The mother of our suliject 11·as .-\delin<: '.\filler, 

a natiYe of Harford County and the daughter of 
E<lward l\liller, who was born in England and 
became a woolen manufactur<:r of Maryland. She 
died within less than a y<:ar after the death of her 
husband, leaving thr<:e orphaned sons, of whom 
Ed ward M. is the eldest. Richard N., the second 
son, became a lawyer, and died in 1870. Henry 
L. is engaged in fanning near Dallas, Tex. The 
subject of this article was reared in the home of a 
wealthy aunt, \vbo sent him to Darlingto11 Acad
emy and 11·oulcl ha1·e gi1·en him a college educa
tion had he so desired. But the bent of his mind 
\1·as in the direction of business affairs, rather 
than liter'.!ry attainments, and he preferred to 
take charge of her estate, \\·hich he did Yery suc
cessfully. \\'hen llYenty-thr<:e years of age he 
married '.\Iiss Sallie E. \\-ilson. half-sister of the 
late Judge John H. Price, 1Yith whom l\lr. Allen 
studied la11-. Though <lften identified with pro
fc-ssional. political and husim·ss affairs. he still 
makes itis home on a farm in the northern part of 
tht: COU!lty. 

In r S." r '.\Ir. ,\llen 1\·as elected, upon the Re
publican ticket, to represent this district in the 
st:1te senate. and tluring his term of office was 
chidh remarkable for his aggressi\'e disposition. 
II e m:Hle :1 strong fig ht for lm1· taxes and for the 
reduction of the fee~ of county officers, which 
naturally Lrought to him the enmity, or at least 
the tlclt:rmint:d opposition, of sume politicians. 
:'\e\'l.:rthelc,s, feeling that he 1\·as in the right, he 
l'Crsistt:d in his :1tl nicacy of reform mm·<:ments, 
anti 11<>1\·, though no long<:r in office, he still does 
all 11·ithin his pm1·er to bring about the culmina
tion de-ired. In r S90 he \\·as admitted to the Bel 
Air bar, ,,·here he has :-ince practiced, and prior 
to that time he had also done much legal business 
f,)r his neigh hors. He is a member of the l\Iary
lan<l Hi-turical 5ucicty aml ,.;trnngly fa1·ors every 
mea11s for perpetuatin~ the memory of Ollr early 
settlers and C1mous men. Fr:1tl'rnally a l\Iason, 
he is identified 11·ith l\It. Ararat Lodge of Bel Air. 
Fur more- than forty years he 1\·as a \'estryman of 
the Episcopal Church, but fonlly resigned from 
the position. in 1Yhich he was succeeded by his 
soil. He and his wile ha\·e four children. His 
son, E. '.\I., Jr.. is a promi11ent manufacturer and 
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SURVEY NUMBER: HA-218 MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE 
SHAW HOUSE 

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 urn REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

Individual Structure Survey Form 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 
i.:f::>...-+'1'"'1...-rl f"',...,1nt-u C'n11 . C!p 

COUNTY: HArfnrn ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME;. 
TOWN: Bel Air /I 

'LOCATION: Courthouse Square, Main St. PRESENT USE: C • ()11 <::i::> 

Bel Air ORIGINAL USE: '' 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COMMON NAME: J. Crawford ~eilson & Frank Barr 
Harford County Courthouse BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Public Bldq. Messrs. E & A Reynold 
OWNER: Harford County PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS: Bel Air, Maryland Excellent (X) Good ( ) 

Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: Architecture 
Yes 00 No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Classical revival 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT: 
Local ( ) State (X) National ( ) 1858· additions 1904 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
L Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: ~lapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Common Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood(X) Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate(X)Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( ) ... 
Built Up( ) Rolled ( )Tile( )Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( ) Cupolas (X) Dormers ( )Chimneys( )Sheds( ) Ells ( ) 
Wings ( ) Other: 

Roof Style: GableOC.) Hip (X) Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )With Bellcast ( )With Parapet( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

~umber of Stories: 2 + 1/2 in each end 
:\'umber of Bays: 5 x 10 Entrance Location: Main Street 
~pproxirnate Dimensions: 67' x 128 I 

----1 THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
~~o Threat(X)Zoning( )Roacs( ) Positive(x)Negative( ) • 
=:evelo;:mi..ent ( )Deterioration( ) 'I ~fixed ( ) Other: I 
Alteration ( )0th-er: Ii -----



, 

ADDITIONAL ARCHI TECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

I cross- bars added 1 904 - wrap around - good match despite change in 
fenestration & c . lunette in front gable Palladian window in rear one . 
Mural on landing : 1934 Marion Butler Ewald 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : 

Center of Cou nty Govt. since 1788 - second b u ilding on site. 

REFERENCES : 

MAP : Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( 
Moderately Built Up( )Densely Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Commercial(t-1" 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 

Coue.T 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

~ouse ~ 
(}f ~ 

v M. Larew 

[ 1 
.... 

-c ~ RECORDED BY : 
i:: 
~ 1\01 --L ORGANIZATION: 
~ 
';) 

J.5f. 0 DATE RECORDED: IV 
..,;:-:::-

) 
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PORTRAITS IN THE COURTHOUSE 

Henry w. Archer b 1813 d 1887 
General James J. Archer b 1817 d 1864 
Senator James J. Archer b 1861 d 1921 
Reverend John Archer b 1741 d 1810 
Major Robert H. Archer b 1882 d 1948 
Judge Stevenson Archer b 1786 d 1848 
Thomas Archer b 1808 d 1870 
James Lawrence Bartol b 1813 d 1887 
Judge Alfred W. Bateman b 1824 d 1874 
Edwin Thomas Booth b 1833 d 1893 
Augustus Williamson Bradford b 1806 
Judge Frederick Lee Cobourn b 1885 d 1962 
Reverend Reuben H. Davis b 1788 d 1835 
Henry Dorsey Farnandis b 1817 d 1900 
Dr. John Miller Turpin Finney b 1863 d 1942 
Harry D. Gough b 1791 d 1867 
Dr. David Harlan b 1809 d 1893 
Henry David Harlan b 1858 d 1943 
Judge William Henry Harlan b 1850 d 1942 
Thomas A. Hays b 1780 d 1861 
John Thomas Chew Hopkins b 1843 d 1922 
Hugh Judge Jewett b 1817 d 1898 
Samuel Jordan Kirkwood b 1813 d 1894 
Colonel Otho S. Lee b 1840 d 1918 
Parker Hall Lee b 1759 d 1829 
Judge David Paul McNabb b 1895 d 1963 
Joseph Martin McNabb b 1847 d 1926 
Judge William P. Maulsby b 1815 d 1894 
William Paca b 1740 d 1799 
Dr. Jacob Alexander Preston b 1796 d 1868 
Mayor James Harry Preston b 1860 d 1938 
Judge Walter Silkes Preston b 1863 
Judge John Henry Price b 1808 d 1892 
John S. Richardson, Sr. b 1830 
Judge John Andrew Robinson b 1872 d 1957 
Thomas Hall Robinson b 1860 d 1930 
Commodore John Rodgers b 1771 d 1838 
Commodore John Rodgers II b 1812 d 1882 
Commander John Rodgers b 1881 d 1926 
Rear Admiral John Augustus Rodgers b 1848 d 1933 
Colonel Robert Smith Rodgers b 1809 d 1891 
Colonel Otho Scott b 1797 d 1864 
Colonel John Streett b 1762 d 1836 
Herman Stump b 1837 d 1917 
Senator Millard E. Tydings b 1890 d 1961 
Judge George L. VanBibber, Jr. b 1845 d 1911 
Judge James D. Watters b 1834 d 1908 
Colonel Edwin Hanson Webster d 1829 d 1893 
Captain John Adams Webster b 1789 d 1877 
Colonel Thomas White b 1708 d 1779 
William Young b 1828 d 1892 
Stevenson A. Williams 
Mary Risteau 
Howard S. O'Neill 

HA-218 
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