HA-2188
21-23 East Bel Air Avenue
Architectural Survey File
This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reversechronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.
Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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The building at 21-23 East Bel Air Avenue is located on a narrow lot a short distance east of the Amtrak right-of-way. It is set
close to the street with a small, landscaped front yard. Paved asphalt driveways abut the house on each side, and each terminates at
a large oak tree set near the back corner of each side of the rear wing. A second large oak is present at the rear of the west
driveway, and the rear lawn is shaded by several mature trees. The house is flanked on both sides by dwellings, with a duplex on
the west and a large nineteenth-century dwelling to the east.
This building is a two-and-one-half-story side-gabled wood-frame double house, set on a low foundation. It has a T-plan footprint
with a perpendicular rear ell. The house is clad in vinyl clapboard siding and has an asphalt-shingled roof and deep, vinyl-clad
boxed eaves. The primary facade is four bays wide and has a full-width, one-story, shed-roofed porch. The porch has fluted
aluminum replacement columns set on a ground-level concrete pad. Within the porch are two doors, flanked by a window on each
side. Both doors have been replaced with modern six-panel vinyl-clad doors. The door in the east half of the dwelling retains an
original two-light transom, but the transom in the west half has been covered over. Windows throughout the house are symmetrical
in alignment. All have been replaced with one-over-one double-hung vinyl sash. Each end of the front section is two bays deep,
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vith one full-size window on the attic level.
The rear ell is two stories in height and its second floor has shorter windows and is stepped down slightly from the front section.
The ell is two bays long and two bays wide. Each side of the ell has a shed-roofed porch with a replaced wooden deck and
pressure-treated lumber supports, and a modern nine-light entrance door and single window on the first floor, with two short
windows above. A vent pipe for an interior first-floor bathroom is attached at the center of each side within the porch area and
extending to the roof. A brick chimney rises from the center of the ell roof on the west slope.
This double dwelling and the double dwelling immediately to the west (15 East Bel Air Avenue) were located on what was a
primary cross-route through Aberdeen until relatively recent times. The adjacent railroad served as a boundary between downtown
Aberdeen, laid out in an original grid plan, and the Halls Crossroads area east of the tracks, which eventually was incorporated into
the town and known as East Aberdeen. East Bel Air Avenue contained a number of fine late nineteenth century single houses
belonging to prominent individuals in the town. The two double houses formed a buffer between these single houses on large lots
to the east, and two one-story commercial properties to the west, with the railroad crossing just west of the commercial buildings.
Based on census listings, the double houses appear to have been the home of several working-class tenants, contrasted with the
larger owner-occupied houses to the east. Historic maps provide few clues as to the construction date of these two houses, but
Maryland Real Property Tax Database indicates that 21-23 East Bel Air Avenue was constructed ca. 1900. At least one early
twentieth century streetscape photograph shows a distant fragmentary view of the building and its porch looking east across the
railroad crossing. The house in its present condition suggests a simple vernacular double house of this period, a type commonly
seen in small towns and industrial complexes in northern Maryland and southeastern Pennsylvania.
Until the early 1980s, East Bel Air Avenue was connected to the core of Aberdeen with an at-grade railroad crossing. Around
1982, the current vehicle viaduct crossing and pedestrian bridge were constructed, which eliminated the street crossing but turned
East Bel Air Avenue into a dead-end road, cutting it off both physically and visually from the downtown core. The last of the two
historic commercial buildings was demolished in 1985, leaving a vacant lot and gravel road between the railroad alignment and 15
East Bel Air Avenue. The most recent use for the building was as residential apartments, but it has been vacant for some time.
Overall, the house has lost much of its integrity due to removal of ornamentation, chimneys, and other original exterior fabric; the
replacement of all original porch components with modern materials; the covering of the walls and eaves with modern siding; and
the wholesale replacement of all exterior windows and doors. Aside from the overall massing, porches, and fenestration pattern,
little historic fabric is visible. Significant changes have occurred to the setting, notably the elimination of the nearby grade
crossing, construction of the tall viaduct and pedestrian bridge, installation of parking lots, demolition of the buildings to the west
and across the street, and construction of two modern apartment complexes nearby. This house appears to have been a workingclass double dwelling with a front porch, but most of its original architectural elements have been removed or covered over.
Research has not linked the house to anyone significant in the history of Aberdeen and Harford County. Given the building's lack
of both integrity and association with important people, events and trends of the past, it is recommended not eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places.
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