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The Havre de Grace Military Reservation is 61.42-acre parcel located just south of the city of Havre de Grace. The property is 
bounded on the southwest by Old Bay Lane, on the northwest by a railroad spur from the Amtrak line, on the northeast by Jerry 
Foster Way and the City of Havre de Grace Waste Water Treatment plant, and on the southwest by the Chesapeake Bay. The 
property includes approximately 60 buildings, including large warehouses, a former racetrack clubhouse converted into an 
armory, storage buildings, and single-family residences. The buildings are concentrated in the southern portion of the property, 
with the northwest corner being largely an open, grassy field. Large parking areas for military vehicles are found at the southwest 
corner and in the east-central portion of the property. The property is largely open, with treed areas found along the Chesapeake 
Bay shoreline, and in the southwest corner. The property is enclosed within a tall chain link fence. 

The buildings are of varying materi als, architectural styles, and sca le. The property was originally built as a racetrack in 1912. 
Several of the buildings on the property date from thi s period; most having been modified for use by the Maryland National Guard 
after the racetrack closed in 1950. Many of the former racetrack buildings that remain have been altered for use by the Maryland 
National Guard . These include the former clubhouse (Building OOOAI on the reservation plan and individually documented as 
HA- 1574) where most of its open seating is enclosed and the grandstand (Buildings OOOW I and OOOS I) , where the open seating 
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and canopy have been removed and the lower levels converted into a warehouse. 

The main access onto the Havre de Grace Military Reservation is from Old Bay Lane. The entry road (I st Street) passes west of 
Building OOOS2 (State Surface Maintenance Office) (detailed descriptions of each building will follow the description of the 
property as a whole) . On the west side of the entry road is the Force Protection Guard Post (Building OOFPI ). The entry road ends 
at Hinton Street, which is parallel to Old Bay Lane. To the west is a largely residential area, including buildings OOORI 
(Residence I, a ca. 1925 frame bungalow), OOOR2 (Residence 2, a ca. 1900 2-story, frame, double house that now contains several 
apartments), 00 I 01 and 00102 (1993 and 2007 temporary buildings housing the Industrial Health Building and Industrial Health 
Building West), and 15 mobile homes. Both Residence I and 2 have associated garages (Buildings OOR I A and OOR2A). 
Residence I a lso has an associated shed (Building OOR IB). 

North of this road, within the former racetrack area, is Building OOOW9 (Transitional Warehouse, a I-story tall warehouse built in 
2008). The former racetrack area is an open, grassy area. Building OOOW9 is the only building within this space. 

Most of the buildings are located south of I st Street, between Hinton Street and Old Bay Lane. Immediately west of Hinton Street 
is Building OOOPB (Paint Booth), which was built in 1991 as a tall, one-story building. South of the Paint Booth are the adjoining 
Building OOOS I (Combined Support Maintenance Shop [CSMS]) and Building OOOW I (United States Property & Fiscal Office 
[USP&FO] Warehouse). These buildings were built as a single building ca. 1924 as the grandstand for the racetrack. Originally 
this building featured open-air seating with a canopy above. After the racetrack closed this building was converted to a warehouse 
and the canopy and seats removed . The stepped outline of the former seats can be seen in the northwest elevation. The building 
stands 1-3 stories tall and has a stretcher bond brick exterior. South of these buildings is a Combined Support Maintenance Shop 
(CSMS) (Building OOOS5), a Hazardous Material Storehouse (Building SEC2 I), and Recycle Storage (Building SEC28). 

Immediately east of the former grandstand (Buildings OOOS I and OOOW I) stands Building OOOA I, the former racetrack clubhouse 
and now used as an armory, and several administrative buildings. A small, frame building OOOIA was used as a barber shop at tht 
racetrack. It is now administrative offices and stands west of Building OOOA I. Building 0000 I is another small, side-gabled frame 
building near Building OOOAI. These two buildings were built ca. 1939. A former indoor paddock is Building OOOW3 . This ca. 
1924 one-story building has been altered with the addition of several vehicular doors along the north elevation and now serves as 
a Combat Service Support Automation Management Office (CSS-AMO) Classroom. Also in this building cluster Building 
OOOW2, a one-story, stretcher-bond brick building now used as a warehouse that was built around 1939. A board-and-batten Old 
Fire Station (Building SEC25) and a one-story tall Power Substation/Switching Station Building (Building SEC26) are found 
southwest of Building OOOW2. Northeast of Building OOOW2 is a small, concrete block State Hazardous Material Storage 
Building (Building SEC27). The racetrack's administrative building, now Building 000-2 (the USP&FO), was built in 1948 
housed officials offices and jockey locker rooms and is located east of Building OOOW2 and across 2nd Street. Building OOOS3, 
now used as a CSS-AMO Office & Classroom, was built in around 1960 as a one-story tall concrete block building with a low­
pitched hipped roof. Its windows and doors have been altered and many filled in. 

East of Building OOOS3 is a large parking area for military vehicles. This area formerly contained many horse stables that have 
since been demolished . There are four former stables still extant on the Havre de Grace Military Reservation . These are Buildings 
OOOW4, OOOW5, OOOW6, and OOOW7. These are located east of Building OOOS3 and just north of Old Bay Lane. They were a ll 
built ca. 1924 and are of concrete block construction with gable-on-hip roofs. Buildings OOOW4 and OOOW5 are connected with 
an open shed at their south ends. Immediately northwest of the stables is a small shed , the Flammable Material Storehouse 
(Building OOS3A). Northeast of Buildings OOOW4-000W7 is a ca. 1985 warehouse (Building OOOW8) and a ca. 1952 
Engineering/Housing Maintenance Shed (Building SEC22). 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIE 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 



NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

HA-2248 Havre de Grace Military Reservation 

Page 3 

Near the Chesapeake Bay frontage is a cluster of residences. These are irregularly laid out along Ebaugh Avenue. Bui !dings 
OOOR6, OOOR7, and 0008 share the same plan. They were built ca.1960 and are one-story tall with a cross-hipped roof and a 
gabled ell. A shed roof porch, now screened, is within the ell. All three houses have asbestos shingles and asphalt shingle roofs. 
Two other residences, Buildings OOOR5 and OOOR9 have the same, one-story tall, gable-front plan , and were built ca. 1946. Both 
also have shed roof porches across the fai;:ade, with Building OOOR5's having been screened. Each also has a tree-standing garage 
(Buildings OOR5A and OOR9A). Building OOOR4 is a two-and-one-half story frame folk Victorian dwelling that predates the 
racetrack. This house was built ca. 1900. It has a square plan with a one-story ell on the south elevation. It faces east towards the 
Chesapeake Bay, located just down the bluff from this house. The exterior is covered with wooden shingles and it has a 
jerkinhead roof with cross gables. A one-car garage is located northeast of Residence 4 (Building OOR4A). 

Individual building descriptions : 
Building OOA I : The Havre de Grace Armory is a three-story, frame, Colonial Revival building that was built in 1924 to serve as a 
clubhouse for the race track . It measures 19 bays wide and six bays wide. It is a frame building, standing on a brick foundation. 
The exterior is clad mostly with asbestos shingles, with weatherboard on the east elevation and other areas that have been 
enclosed. The side gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles and features a wide cornice and deep overhang. The facade is 
asymmetrical, with six bays to the west of the main entry and twelve bays to the east. When it was used as a clubhouse, it had an 
open porch across the east elevation that faced the race track. This porch has mostly been enclosed; only the southeast corner is 
currently open in its original configuration. The north, south, and west elevations feature two-story tall pilasters, with the west 
elevation having paired pilasters . It has a two-story portico with square extending across much of the south fai;:ade that covers the 
central nine bays of the fai;:ade and is supported by square posts standing on brick piers. The windows are mostly six-over-six, 
double-hung wooden sash. Blind arches top the windows in the fifth bays flanking the main entry. The entry door is a paired, 
wooden paneled door flanked by sidelights and topped with an elliptical fanlight. The surround also features paired Ionic pilasters 
and a pedimented cornice. Two brick chimneys rise through the roof, one on the front slope, and the other on the rear. 

Building 0000 I : The Site Manager's Office (Building 0000 I) is a one-story tall, frame building built circa 1939 It measures five 
bays wide and three bays deep. The exterior is clad with asbestos shingles and the side gable roof with close eaves is covered with 
asphalt shingles. A large, corbelled cap, brick chimney rises through the center of the roof ridge. The windows are one-over-one, 
double-hung wooden sash with plain, board trim. The doors, found on the east and north elevations are pane-and-panel wooden 
doors with four-light transoms. The east door, the main entry, is topped with a metal awning. 

Building OOOPB: The Paint Booth was built in 1991 as a tall, one-story, metal -framed building. It is one bay wide and three bays 
deep. The exterior is clad with corrugated metal siding. The low-pitched front-gable roof is also covered with corrugated metal 
sheeting. On the south, front, and north elevations are paired, tall, metal slab, vehicle doors. The west elevation has two square, 
awning windows and a metal slab door. Near the south gable of the roof is a tall , round, metal flue and a square, metal , vent ri ses 
through the roof near the north gable end. 

Building OOOR I : Residence I is a frame, one-and-one-half story Bungalow that was built circa 1925. It measures three bays wide 
and four bays deep. The main body of the house stands on a parged foundation. A full-width , shed-roof porch is found on the 
front, or east, elevation and has been enclosed. A one-story shed roof addition also extends across the rear elevation. The exterior 
is clad with asbestos shingles. The side-gabled roof is covered with asphalt shingles and features a shed-roof dormer on the front 
and rear roof slopes. An exterior, brick, corbelled cap chimney is found on the south gable end. The windows are one-over-one, 
double-hung wooden sash with simple board trim . Some of the windows are hung in pairs. The entry doors are wooden, pane-and­
panel doors. Concrete block steps lead to the front door. 
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Building OOR I A: The Garage to Residence I A is a one-story tall, two-car garage. It was built around 1950. It stands on a concrete 
block foundation . The exterior is clad with vinyl siding and the front gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Two, metal, 
overhead vehicle doors are found on the front, east, elevation. A metal panel door and one-over-one, double-hung vinyl sash are 
located on the north elevation. A single one-over-one, double-hung vinyl sash is located on the south elevation. No openings are 
on the west elevation. 

Building OOOR2: Residence 2 is a circa 1900, two-story frame dwelling that now contains several apartments. This building 
measures six bays wide and two bays deep. The exterior is stuccoed and the side-gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A 
hipped roof porch with square wooden posts wraps around the front, south, west, and east elevations. The portion of the porch 
along the west elevation has been enclosed. A corbelled-cap, brick chimney rises through the roof ridge near the western gable. 
The windows are six-over-six, double-hung, wooden sash with plain board trim. The entry doors are wooden panel doors with 
plain wood trim. Some of the windows are hung in pairs. 

Building OOR2A: The Garage to Residence 2 is a one-story tall frame garage built around 1940. lt has a square plan, stucco 
exterior, and hipped , asphalt shingle roof. It measures two bays wide and two bays deep. The front , south, elevation has a wooden, 
pane-and-panel door topped with a metal awning, and a pair of wooden, cross-buck, vehicle doors. The windows on the other 
elevations are six-light sash. 

Building OOOR4: Residence 4 is a two-and-one-half story, frame, Folk Victorian dwelling built circa 1900. It faces south towards 
the Chesapeake Bay. It has a square plan and measures two bays wide by two bays deep. It stands on a concrete block foundation 
and has a wooden shingle exterior. The asphalt shingle jerkinhead roof also features cross gables on the side elevations. There is a 
two-story, shed roof addition on the rear elevation and a shed roof screened porch extending across the facade. A one-story tall , 
frame, side-gabled ell extends from the west elevations. The windows are one-over-one, double-hung, wooden sash with plain 
board trim. The doors are pane-and-panel, wooden entry doors, most with storm doors. This building was originally a single­
family dwelling, but it has been converted into apartments and features a metal fire escape on the western elevation. A brick, 
corbelled cap chimney rises through the roof near center of the building. 

Building OOR4A: The garage for Residence 4 is a frame-one story garage is partly overgrown with vines and vegetation. It is one 
bay wide and one bay deep. It features a stucco exterior and hipped, asphalt shingle roof. The windows are six-light, fixed , 
wooden sash and the doors are obscured by vegetation. 

Building OOOR5: Residence 5 is a frame, one-story tall gabled cottage was built around 1946. It measures three bays wide and 
three bays deep . The foundation is concrete block and the exterior is clad with asbestos shingles. The front-gabled roof is covered 
with asphalt shingles. The shed roof porch across the facade is screened. The windows are wooden, one-over-one, double-hung 
sash and the doors are wooden, pane-and-panel doors. There is a corbelled-cap, brick chimney rises through the southern roof 
slope. 

Building OOR5A: The outbuilding for Residence 5 is a one-story, frame garage is two bays wide and two bays deep that was built . 
The exterior is clad with asbestos shingles. The asphalt shingle, hipped roof features a metal flue. The windows are one-over-one, 
double-hung wooden sash and the door on the east elevation is wood, pane-and-panel. 

Building OOOR6: Residence 6 was built circa 1960 and is a one-story tall, frame, Ranch house. It stands one story tall and has an L 
plan, cross-hipped roof with a gabled ell. The building stands on a concrete block foundation and has an asbestos shingle exterior. 
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The roof is covered with asphalt shingles and features a corbelled cap, brick interior chimney on the rear roof slope. The windows 
are one-over-one, double-hung, wooden sash, some hung in pairs and the entry doors are wooden , pane-and-panel doors. There is 
a screened porch in the northwest ell of the house. 

Building OOOR7: Residence 7 was built circa 1960 and is a one-story tall, frame, Ranch house. It stands one story tall and has an 1 
plan, cross-hipped roof with a gabled ell. The building stands on a concrete block foundation and has an asbestos shingle exterior. 
The roof is covered with asphalt shingles and features a corbelled cap, brick interior chimney on the rear roof slope. The windows 
are one-over-one, double-hung, wooden sash, some hung in pairs and the entry doors are wooden, pane-and-panel doors. There is 
a screened porch in the southeast ell of the house. 

Building OOOR8: The Honor Guard Field Office Building was built circa 1960 and is a one-story tall, frame, Ranch house. It 
stands one story tall and has an L-plan, cross-hipped roof with a gabled ell. The building stands on a concrete block foundation 
and has an asbestos shingle exterior. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles and features a corbelled cap, brick interior chimne) 
on the rear roof slope. The windows are one-over-one, double-hung, wooden sash, some hung in pairs and the entry doors are 
wooden, pane-and-panel doors. There is a screened porch in the southeast ell of the house. 

Building OOOR9: Residence 9 is a frame, one-story tall gabled cottage was built around 1946. It measures three bays wide and 
three bays deep. The foundation is concrete block and the exterior is clad with asbestos shingles. The front-gabled roof is covered 
with asphalt shingles. The shed roof porch across the facade has square wooden posts. The windows are wooden, one-over-one, 
double-hung sash and the doors are wooden, pane-and-panel doors. There is a corbelled-cap, brick chimney rises through the 
southern roof slope. 

Building OOR9A: This outbuilding is one story tall and built of rock face concrete blocks. It has a side-gabled, asphalt shingle roof. 
There is a metal slab entry door on the north elevation and a one-over-one, double-hung wooden sash window on the east and 
west elevations. 

Building OOOS I : The Combined Support Maintenance Shop and the adjoining USP&FO Warehouse (Building OOOW I) were built 
in 1924 as the grandstand for the Havre de Grace Race Track. This building originally featured open-air seating sheltered by a 
side-gabled roof. After the race track closed, the seating and canopy were removed and the building converted to its present use. 
The stepped outline of the former seating area is visible along the eaves on the south elevation. This building stands 1-3 stories 
tall and has a complex plan with varying roof lines, including steeply pitched shed roof over the former seating area, parallel 
gables to the west of this, and another shed roof portion west of the parallel gables. The western shed roof is corrugated metal 
while the remaining roofing is asphalt shingles. The exterior is stretcher bond brick. The windows and doors are of varying types, 
including one-over-one, double-hung sash on the west portion of the building; glass block on the east elevation; metal , overhead 
vehicular doors, and metal slab entry doors. An interior brick chimney and several metal flues rise through the parallel gable roof 
section . 

Building OOOS2: The State Surface Maintenance Office building was built circa 1946. It is a one-story tall , brick, T-plan building. 
The east-west portion of the building has a central side-gable, flanked by lower-roofed, hipped ells. A one-story, flat-roofed ell 
extends north from the central section . All portions of the building share exterior finishes including stretcher bond brick exterior 
with faux quoins and asphalt shingle roofing. The windows are a mixture of single-light casement and one-over-one, double-hung 
sash. The doors are metal slab or metal panel overhead vehicular doors . An interior brick chimney is found on the north ell of the 
building. 
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Building OOOS3: The CSS-AMO Office & Classroom building was built around 1960. It is a one-story tall, concrete block 
building with a low-pitched, asphalt shingle roof. It has an irregular fenestration pattern and measures six bays wide and four bay~ 
deep. Many of the windows have been filled in with concrete block. The remaining windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash 
or glass block infill. The doors are metal slab doors. 

Building OOOSS: The Combined Support Maintenance Shop Building was built in 1979. It is one-story tall and built of concrete 
block. It is comprised of a flat-roofed, square plan section and a shed roof extension on the south elevation. The windows are 
metal, multi -light factory sash and the doors are metal slab and metal, overhead vehicular doors. 

Building OOOWI : The USP&FO Warehouse and the adjoining Combined Support Maintenance Shop (Building OOOSI) were built 
in 1924 as the grandstand for the Havre de Grace Race Track. This building originally featured open-air seating sheltered by a 
side-gabled roof. After the race track closed, the seating and canopy were removed and the building converted to its present use. 
The stepped outline of the former seating area is visible along the eaves on the south elevation. This building stands 1-3 stories 
tall and has a complex plan with varying roof lines, including steeply pitched shed roof over the former seating area, para) lei 
gables to the west of this, and another shed roof portion west of the parallel gables. The western shed roof is corrugated metal 
while the remaining roofing is asphalt shingles. The exterior is stretcher bond brick. The windows and doors are of varying types, 
including one-over-one, double-hung sash on the west portion of the building; glass block on the east elevation; metal, overhead 
vehicular doors, and metal slab entry doors. An interior brick chimney and several metal flues rise through the parallel gable roof 
section. 

Building OOOW2: The State Warehouse was built circa 1946. It is a one-story tall brick building that measures eight bays wide and 
four bays deep. It has a stretcher bond exterior and a low-pitched, asphalt shingle roof. It has an irregular fenestration pattern. Th( 
windows are six-over-six, double-hung wooden sash and the doors are a mixture of metal slab entry doors and metal overhead 
vehicle doors. A metal flue is near the north gable end. 

Building OOOW3: The CSS-AMO Classroom was built in 1924 as a horse paddock. It has a frame structure and stands one story 
tall under a hipped asphalt shingle roof. The fa\:ade has been renovated to be stretcher bond brick with seven, metal, overhead 
vehicle doors. The remaining elevations are vinyl sided with ribbons of high , square windows. 

Building OOOW4: This State Warehouse was built circa 1924 as a horse barn . It stands one story tall and is built of concrete block. 
The gable-on-hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The doors are beaded-board sliding doors and the windows are metal, 
multi -light sash. This building is connected with an open shed to Building OOOWS immediately south of this warehouse. 

Building OOOWS: This MSCA Warehouse was built circa 1924 as a horse barn. It stands one story tall and is built of concrete 
block . The gable-on-hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The doors are beaded-board sliding doors and the windows are 
metal , multi -light sash. This building is connected with an open shed to Building OOOW4 immediately north of this warehouse. 

Building OOOW6: This USP&FO Warehouse was built circa 1924 as a horse barn. It stands one story tall and is built of concrete 
block. The gable-on-hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The doors are beaded-board sliding doors and the windows are 
metal , multi - light sash. 

Building OOOW7: This USP&FO Warehouse was built circa 1924 as a horse barn. It stands one story tall and is built of concrete 
block. The gable-on-hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The doors are beaded-board sliding doors and the windows are 
metal , multi -light sash. 
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Building OOOW8: This Central Issue Facility building was built in I 985. It is a one-story tall warehouse. It has a corrugated metal 
exterior and a low-pitched, corrugated metal side-gable roof. There is a shed roof addition along the west elevation. 

Building OOOW9: The Transitional Warehouse was built in 2008. It is a one-story tall warehouse. It has a corrugated metal 
exterior and a low-pitched, corrugated metal side-gable roof. 

Building 00100: The Industrial Health Building was built in 1990. It is a three-unit, prefabricated temporary building. It is one­
story tall with a flat roof. The exterior and roof are both covered with corrugated metal sheeting. 

Building 00 JO: The Industrial Health Building West was built in 2007. It is a two-unit, prefabricated temporary building. It is one 
story tall with a flat roof. The exterior and roof are both covered with corrugated metal sheeting. 

Building OOFP I : The Force Protection Guard Post was built in 1990. It stands one-story tall and measures two bays wide and one 
bay deep. It has a stretcher bond exterior and an asphalt-shingled hipped roof. 

Building 000-2: The USP&FO building was built in 1948 as the race track's admini strative building. It originally housed the 
officials' offices and jockey locker rooms. The core is a two-story, seven-bay wide, side-gabled roof section. The core also has a 
one-story, stepped-back ell on each gable end. The exterior is Flemish bond brick. The side-gable roof is asphalt shingle and has 
modillioned cornice. A cornice-capped chimney is found on each gable end. The windows are six-over-six , double-hung wooden 
sash with molded stone lintels. There are dog-eared stone panels between the first and second floor windows of each bay. The 
faryade faces west and originally had a two-story tall portico. This has been removed . The rear elevation al so originally had a one­
story porch across the center three bays. This has been replaced with a metal fire escape. A two-story tall addition was made to the 
south elevation around 1975. This addition has blind bays with stone panels similar to those on the core of the building. 

Building OOOlA: The Commander's Office is a small frame building that was used as a barbershop at the race track. It is four 
bays wide and two bays deep. The exterior is clad with asbestos shingles and the side-gable roof is covered with asph alt shingles. 
The windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash and the doors are pane-and-panel wooden doors with metal storm doors . A 
shed-roof hood, supported by wooden brackets, shelters the pair of entry doors on the faryade. 

Building OOS3A: The Flammable Material Storehouse, Installation was built around 1924. It is a small, one-story, concrete block 
building that has an asphalt shingle shed roof. 

Building SEC2 I: The Hazardous Material Storehouse, Installation @ CSMS Building was built in 1993. It is a small, one-story 
building. It has a corrugated metal exterior and a flat roof. 

Building SEC22: The Engineering/Housing Maintenance Shop was built around 1952. It is a small, one-story, frame building. It 
has a corrugated metal exterior and a flat roof. 

Building SEC25 : The Old Fire House Building was built circa 1930. This building is composed of two adjoining, hipped-roof, 
square-plan sections. They share exterior details including board-and-batten exteriors, asphalt-shingle roofs, board-and-batten 
sliding doors, and six-light fixed sash . 

Building SEC26: The Power Substation/Switching Station Building was built in 1962 and is a small, rectangular-plan frame 
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building. It is one-story tall with a corrugated metal exterior and asphalt-shingled shed roof. 

Building SEC27: The State Hazardous Material Storage Building was built in 1962 and is a small, rectangular-plan frame 
building. It is one-story tall and built of concrete block. It has an asphalt-shingled shed roof. 

Building SEC28: The Recycle Storage Building was built in 1962 and is a small, rectangular-plan frame building. It is one-story 
tall and has a corrugated metal exterior and flat roof. 

The Havre de Grace Military Reservation was part of Old Bay Farm. Two dwellings on the property date to the Old Bay Farm use 
of the property: Building OOOR4 (Residence 4) and Building OOOR2 (Residence 2). In 1912, the Harford Agricultural and 
Breeders Association purchased 132 acres of Old Bay Farm for use as a pari-mutuel horse racetrack in 1912. Besides horse 
racing, the association included in its aims the promotion of "breeding of draft, thoroughbred, and standard bred horses, registerec 
cattle and other important stock and poultry, to conduct agricultural affairs, driving, running, auto races." (Craig 1994:28). Horse 
racing soon became the association's sole focus. Opening day of the Havre de Grace Racetrack was on August 24, 1912. The dirt 
track was a one-mile oval. Guest accommodations included a 3,500-seat grandstand and a clubhouse. Horses were housed in 
several stables and paddocks (Craig 1994:28). Havre de Grace was on the racing circuit that included Pimlico and Laurel, as well 
as Churchill Downs, Saratoga, Belmont, and Hialeah (Vought 2000:B4). Havre de Grace hosted spring and fall races, drawing 
large crowds from New York and Philadelphia. The Pennsylvania Railroad even extended a spur onto the property (Craig 
1994:36). 

The Havre de Grace Racetrack had steady growth in takings and reputation during the 191 Os and 1920s. The grandstand and 
clubhouse were rebuilt, additional stables were added, the steeplechase in the infield was removed for lack of interest, and the 
number of races increased. Due to the Depression, the 1930s saw reduced purses, and dropping some races. 

Many notable horses raced at Havre de Grace, including Man O'War in the 1920 Potomac Handicap, which he won by one-and­
one-half lengths (Craig 1994:26-37), War Glory, War Admiral, Equipose, Seabiscuit, and Winooka (an Australian champion) 
(Craig 1994:38) and Citation, who lost to a Maryland horse, Saggy, in a stunning upset in 1948 (Craig 1994: 46). 

The Maryland National Guard has maintained many of the racetrack's buildings, although most of the stables have been 
demolished. The clubhouse now serves as an armory, and the grandstands, paddock, and remaining stables have been converted to 
warehouse uses. The residences constructed for use of race track employees have continued to be used as residences, rented out 
under the authority of the military reservation. Several residences were also built by the Maryland National Guard, one of which , 
Building OOOR8, is currently used to house the Maryland National Guard Honor Guard. 

The armory (Building OOOA I) has been previously surveyed under MIHP HA- 1574. This documentation was completed in 1980. 
Many of Maryland's National Guard Armories were listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1985 as a thematic 
nomination. The Havre de Grace Armory was deliberately not included in this group because this armory is "inconsistent with the 
other members of the group both architecturally and in terms of its original function." (Moore 1985: 7-2) 

The significance of the Havre de Grace Military Reservation is for its association with horse racing in Maryland, not its current 
function as a National Guard facility. Its u e by the Maryland National Guard is not associated with significant events, persons , or 
architecture. The Havre de Grace Racetrack was an important stop in the east coast racing circuit during the early twentieth 
century. However, important characteristics of the property have been demolished, including the racetrack itself and many of the 
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stables. Many of the remaining buildings, including Building OOOA 1 (former clubhouse) and OOOW 1 (former grandstand), have 
lost integrity of design and materials due to changes to adapt them to National Guard uses, such as removing the canopy and 
stands from Building OOOW I and filling in the seating area and removing the cupola on Building OOOA I. 

Under Criterion A, the Havre de Grace Military Reservation was evaluated as an early twentieth century horse racing facility. The 
Havre de Grace Racetrack was important in early twentieth century Maryland horse racing. It played a role in the development of 
Havre de Grace and horse racing in this part of Maryland. However, the diminished integrity of the property 111ean s that it does no 
convey this significance and it is recommended not eligible under Criterion A. 

The Havre de Grace Military Reservation was also evaluated under Criterion A as a Maryland National Guard Installation. The 
property has functioned as a National Guard Armory and installation since 1951. In order to carry out its military function , severa 
buildings have been built, such as Building OOOW9, a transitional warehouse, and existing buildings have been renovated for 
military uses, such as Buildings OOOW 1 and OOOS 1, the USP&FO Warehouse and CSMS, which are housed in the former race 
track grandstand. In order to be eligible under Criterion A for military history, the Havre de Grace Military Reservation needs to 
be significant in military history. While the Maryland National Guard units associated with the Havre de Grace Military 
Reservation, currently the I 297th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion and the I 729th Maintenance Co111pany, have served in 
numerous conflicts, including in Afghanistan and Iraq , this service is not militarily significant. The 111ilitary development of the 
Havre de Grace vicinity is 111ore strongly associated with the nearby Aberdeen Proving Ground and other installations. 

The Havre de Grace Military Reservation was associated with Edward Burke, who was the founding 111anager of the track, and 
served in this role until the 1940s. Burke was a well -known sporting figure, but he is more widely associated with New York City 
sporting events than with Havre de Grace. The Havre de Grace Military Reservation is reco111111ended not eligible under Criterion 
B. 

The Havre de Grace Military Reservation was a fully equipped racetrack that developed in the early twentieth century with a full 
complement of buildings and facilities for guests and horses, including a one-111ile dirt course, 3,500-seat grandstand, clubhouse, 
and approximately 50 stables. As a racing facility, the Havre de Grace Military Reservation has lost integrity due to the loss of 
many buildings associated with the racetrack including the track itself and 111any of the stables, as well as major renovations to 
existing buildings that have re111oved or obscured historic details. The buildings built here since its purchase by the State of 
Maryland have also diminished its integrity of design. Individually, none of the buildings on the Havre de Grace Military 
Reservation are significant for their design and the property as a whole lacks sufficient integrity to be recommended eligible as a 
hi storic di strict . The Havre de Grace Military Reservation is recommended not eligible under Criterion C as an example of a hors~ 

racing facility. 

After the Havre de Grace Military Reservation was purchased by the state of Maryland for use as a National Guard installation, 
changes were made to the property. Most of the horse stables were demolished and the area used for parking military vehicles. 
Other buildings were built, including warehouses such as Building OOOW8, residences such as Building OOOR8, and utilitarian 
buildings such as Building OOOPB (the Paint Booth) . These buildings are examples of common building types that use co111mon 
material s and detail s. The buildings built for use by the Maryland National Guard do not convey their 111ilitary function. The 
buildings altered for military use, such as Buildings OOOS I and OOOW 1, also do not convey their military function through their 
alteration. The Have de Grace Military Reservation is recommended not eligible under Criterion Casa military in stallation due tc 
a lack of architectural significance. 

The dwellings on the property date from three eras: Old Bay Far111 (pre-1912), the Havre de Grace Racetrack ( 1912- 1951 ), and 
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the Maryland National Guard (1951-present). There are two dwellings, Buildings OOOR4 (Residence 4) and Building OOOR2 
(Residence 2) that were built as part of Old Bay Farm. Building OOOR4 is a Residence 4 is a two-and-one-half story, frame, Folk 
Victorian dwelling built circa 1900. It once had associated barns and farm buildings that were demolished between 1931 and 
1952. Building OOOR2 is a circa 1900, two-story frame dwelling that now contains several apartments. Both of these dwellings 
have alterations that compromise their integrity of design and materials including changes to the fenestration pattern and 
additions. Both dwellings also have lost their integrity of setting as they are now part of a military installation, rather than an 
agricultural property. Buildings OOOR4 and OOOR2 are recommended not eligible under Criterion C for their architecture. 

The dwellings on the Military Reservation that were built by the Havre de Grace Racetrack are Buildings OOORI (Residence 1 ), 
OOOR9 (Residence 9), and OOOR5 (Residence 5). Building OOOR I is a frame, one-and-one-half story Bungalow that was built circa 
1925. Buildings OOOR5 and OOOR9 are similar in form and plan, both being frame, one-story tall gabled cottages built around 
1946. These three dwellings are built of stock materials and are common examples of their building styles. Building OOORI also 
has compromised integrity of de ign and materials due to the addition of modern siding and enclosure of the front porch. All th ref 
have also lost their integrity of setting as they are now part of a military installation, rather than a recreational complex . Buildings 
OOOR I, OOOR5, and OOOR9 are recommended not eligible under Criterion C for their architecture. 

The three dwellings on the Military Reservation that were built by the Maryland National Guard are Buildings OOOR6, OOOR7, anc 
OOOR8. These are built to the same plan and were built circa 1960. They are one-story tall, frame, Ranch houses with an L-plan, 
cross-hipped roof with a gabled ell. These three dwellings are built of stock materials and are common examples of their building 
styles. Buildings OOOR6, OOOR7, and OOOR8 are not recommended eligible under Criterion C for their architecture. 

The Havre de Grace Military Reservation was not evaluated under Criterion D as part of this assessment. 
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' September 5, 1927 aerial view of the Havre de Grace Racetrack (courtesy of the Hagley Digital 
Archives; ID 1970200_03108.tif, Dallin Aerial Survey Company Photographs Collection). 
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Havre de Grace Military Reservation (HA-2248) 

Photo Log 
All photographs taken June 19, 2013 

Photographs printed on HP Premium Plus photo paper with Vivera inks 

File name Description of view 

HA-2248_2013-06-19 _01.tif Building OOOAl (Armory, former racetrack clubhouse) 

HA-2248 _2013-06-19 _ 02.tif Building OOOAl (Armory, former racetrack clubhouse), entry on west elevation 

HA-2248_2013-06-19_03.tif Buildings OOOW2 (State Warehouse), OOOAl (center, Armory, former clubhouse), SEC27 
(State HAZMAT Storage), and parking lot 

HA-2248_2013-06-19_04.tif Building OOOAl (Armory, former clubhouse) 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 05.tif Build ing OOOWl (USP&FO Warehouse, former racetrack grandstand). Outline of former - -
grandstand seats is visible in concrete along roof slope. 

HA-2248_2013-06-19_06.tif Buildings OOOWl (USP&FO Warehouse, former racetrack grandstand) and OOOSl 
(CSMS, former racetrack grandstand) 

HA-2248_2013-06-19 _07 .tif Buildings OOOSl (CSMS, former racetrack grandstand) and OOOWl (USP&FO 
Warehouse, former racetrack grandstand) 

HA-2248 2013-06-19_08.tif Building OOOS2 (State Surface Maintenance Office), northeast corner 

HA-2248_2013-06-19_09.tif Buildings OOOS5 (CSMS), SEC21 (Hazmat Storage Installation at CSMS), and SEC28 
(Recycle Storage) 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 10.tif Building OOOPB (Paint Booth), south elevation 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 11.tif Former racetrack area and Building OOOW9 (Transitional Warehouse) - -
HA-2248_2013-06-19_12.tif Buildings OOOAl (Armory, former clubhouse), OOOW3 (CSS-AMO Classroom, former 

paddock), 00001 (Site managers Office), and OOOlA (Reservation Commander's Office, 
former barber shop) 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 13.tif Buildings 00001 (Site managers Office), OOOlA (Reservation Commander's Office, - -
former barber shop), OOOWl (USP&FO Warehouse, former racetrack grandstand), and 
OOOAl (Armory, former clubhouse) 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 14.tif Buildings SEC25 (Old Fire Station) and -OOOW3 (CSS-AMO Classroom, former paddock) 

HA_2248_2013-06-19_15.tif Buildings SEC25 (Old Fire Station) and SEC26 (Power Substation/Switching Station 

Building) 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 16.tif Building 000-2 (USPFO, former administrative building) - -
HA-2248 2013-06-19 17.tif Building 000-2 (USPFO, former administrative building) 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 _18.tif Building OOOS3 (Field Maintenance Shop at HOG) 
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File name Description of view Direction of view 

HA-2248_2013-06-19_19.tif Buildings OOOW4 (State Warehouse, former stable), OOOW5 (MSCA Warehouse, former SW 

stable), OOOW6 (USPFO Warehouse, former stable), and OOOW7 (USPFO Warehouse, 

former stable) 

HA-2248 _2013-06-19 _20.tif Building OOOW8 (Mackie Maintenance Facility), with former stable area in foreground SE 
HA-2248 2013-06-19 21.tif Building OOOR6 (Residence 6) NE 
HA-2248 2013-06-19 22 .tif Buildings OOOR9 (Residence 9) and OOR9A (garage for Residence 9) s 
HA-2248 2013-06-19 23.tif Buildings OOOR5 (Residence 5) and OOR5A (outbuilding for Residence 5 s 
HA-2248 2013-06-19 24.tif Buildings OOOR7 (Residence 7), OOOR8 (Residence 8), and OOOR5 (Residence 5) NW 
HA-2248 2013-06-19 25.tif Building OOOR4 (Residence 4) NW 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 26.tif Building OOR4A (Garage for Residence 4) SE 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 27.tif Building OOORl (Residence 1) NW 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 28.tif Building OORlA (Garage for Residence 1) SW 

HA-2248_2013-06-19_29.tif Rental trailers, Building 00101 (Industrial Health Building West), and Building 00100 NE 
(Industrial Health Building) 

HA-2248 2013-06-19 30.tif Buildings OOOR2 (Residence 2) and OOR2A (Garage to Residence 2) NE 
HA-2248 2013-06-19 31.tif Northwest corner of Havre de Grace Military Reservation, vehicle storage area. SE 






























































































































