HA-226 19th century

Alex Fulford House
20 E. Fulford Avenue
Bel Air

Private

The two and a half story stone rubble cottage with a
frame addition to the north was the carriage house to Mrs.
Alexander M. Fulford's house (now demolished) at the corner of
Main Street and Fulford Avenue. Mrs. Fulford inherited the property
on the death of her father, Thomas Hays, in 1861. The date of
the carriage house is uncertain, but it may have been built after
1823 when Hays bought the property. Mrs. Fulford's son Alex,
proprietor of Boyd and Fulford's Drug Store, bottled soft drinks
in this building in the early years of this century. It has
since served as a private residence, a shop, and is currently
the Bel Air Office of Congressman Bauman.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small 1-1/2 story stone and frame building is at 20 East
Fulford Avenue in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. It
was once a stable and now serves as Congressman Bauman's office. The
major portion is a stone rubble block, 1-1/2 stories, with a sharply
raked gable roof pierced by a gable roofed dormer on the east and west
sides. The entry is now on the west side and is shaded by a hip
roofed porch carried on square posts. In 1904 the entrance and
porch were in the south elevation according to the insurance map. The
south elevation shows where the door was. The window in the east
bay is different from all the other windows; it is composed of a pair
of 8 pane casement windows. (The masonry shows the change, too.)

All other windows are 6/6 double hung sash.

The stone portion is 2 bays on the gable (street) side and one
bay on the east and west elevations. A one bay (east and west) by
two bay (north) frame section, slightly stepped back from the stone
block, has been added since 1904,

The interior has been completely remodeled recently but the closed
string, dog-leg staircase rising in the northeast corner of the stone
block, seems original. The stone portion has two rooms down in the
original portion and a kitchen and bath in the addition. The upstairs
has two rooms. The cellar was dug under the addition probably at
the time it was built. Outside access is by a deck to the east of
the back (north) door. This door has a shed overhang supported
by square angle posts. A plain capped outside chimney rises in the
middle of the north elevation, and a metal vent pierces the west side
of the roof of the stone block near where the frame section was added.
The vent is to a Franklin Stove in the southwest ground floor room.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF.SIGNIFICANCE

The construction date of this small cottage cannot be determined. It
was the stable for the Fulford House which formerly occupied the site of
the Loyola Federal Savings & Loan. According to James Wollen, preserva-
tion architect and president of the Harford County Historical Society, the
stone portion of the Fulford House was probably as old as the early portion
of the Van Bibber House across the street. That would date it to 1789,
James Bond bought the lot, #32 on the original Town plat, from Acquilla
Scott in 1784 (F/108)., 1In 1792 Bond sold it to his brother Buckler
(I/405). Buckler Bond's 1798 tax return shows no building such as the
Fulford House might have been; therefore, the house had probably not yet

en built., Bond's 1814 return is missing. A description of Bel Air in
1814 that lists all the buildings in and near town suggests that Mrs,
Cloud's school occupied that lot, so the building was built between 1798
and 1814. The stable could have been built at any time since, but a stone
stable was relatively rare in 1814,

A likely person to have built the stone stable was merchant Thomas
Hays, who bought the property from Buckler Bond in 1823 (7/96). Hays left
the house to his daughters Frances Fulford and Mary Giles (1861, will’
7/256). Mrs. Fulford was living in the house at the time, and her sister
lived just north in the same block. If Mrs., Giles died without living
issue, the Fulfords were to inherit. Thus both lots, #31 and 32, passed
into the Fulford family where they remained until Alexander M, Fulford,
Frances's son, went bankrupt around the end of World War I. In 1920 the
property was sold by Trustees after the equity suit Alexander Fulford and
wife vs, Francis Fulford and wife. Georgia Fulford bought it for $6000
(166/474). She left it to her nephews Joseph and Arnold Sheldon (will
25/375), who wold it to Loyola Federal in 1963 (637/335). The savings and
loan company demolished the house and built their large new Bel Air office,
but the stable remained.

The stable has served various purposes over the years. Alex Fulford
bottled sasparilla there in the early years of the 20th century. There
have also been a dress shop and a real estate office there, It is currently
the Bel Air office of Congressman Bauman.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Land, equity, and orphans' court records, Harford County.
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EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property occupies the southeast corner of parcel #1319 in
the Town of Bel Air, 147.6' x 291.22'

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
M. Larew; Architectural Historian 12 April 1979

ORGANIZATION DATE

Town of Bel Air 838-8700

STREET & NUMBER . . TELEPHONE
_ 39 Hickory Avenue

CITY OR TOWN . STATE
Bel Air . Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory arxe being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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TITLE:
CONGRESSMAN BAUMAN'S OFFICE
ALEX FULFORD'S BOTTLING PLANT

637/335 12 December 1963
Joseph S. Sheldon and Julia, wife, of San
Antonio, Texas, Arnold Sheldon, unmarried,
of San Antonio, Texas, and the Richmer
Realty Corporation, of Maryland

to

Loyola Federal Savings and Loan Association
147.6' x 291,22
The property was willed to the Sheldon men
by their aunt, Georgia A. S. Fulford (will
25/375).

166/474 27 February 1920

Stevenson A, Williams and Harry S. Carver,
trustees

to
Georgia A. S. Fulford
$6000
As the result of the equity case Alexander
Maitland Fulford and wife vs., Francis H.
Fulford and wife, the Fulfords lands were
sold. The property came into Fulford
hands through the will of Thomas Hays (will
1862, 7/256). Hays left these lots, #31 and
#32 in the original Town plat, to his daughters
Mary Giles and Frances Fulford. If Mary Giles
were to die without issue, the property was
to go to Frances Fulford and her heirs.

7/96 4 June 1823
Buckler Bond
to

Thomas Hays

1/405 29 September 1792
James Bond
to
Buckler Bond
Lot #32 and other land

F/108 12 June 1784
Acquilla Scott
to

James Bond
Lot #32
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§  NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and cerlify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register,
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