
Kelly Tenant House 
Catherine Street 
Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

HA-228 

This two-story, gable-roofed, board-and-batten cottage 
served as a tenant house on the Howard A. Kelly estate. Howard 
Kelly, who purchased a 200-acre farm in 1897, was one of the 
founding "Big Four" of Johns Hopkins Hospital and a pioneer 
in the fields of gynecology, radiotherapy, and herpetology (the 
study of snakes). This estate was the Kelly family's summer 
residence, and a sumptuous house (HA-230) was commissioned to 
replace the earlier brick manor house (HA-229). fart of the 
land was sold off for a development, but this was a working 
farm until the 1950's and many of the original barns and 
outbuildings are still standing. The property -- minus this 
house and the earlier brick house -- has been purchased by 
Harford County for Heavenly Waters Park 



HA-228 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Kelly Tenant House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Northwest side of Catherine St., at southeast corner of Heavenly Waters Park 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 

Bel Air, _ v1c1N1TY oF 

STATE 
Maryland 21014 

IJCLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP STATUS CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

-~BUILDING(SI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_PUBLIC Z....OCCU PIED 

_OBJECT 

~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS :::..CYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDEl\ED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

F. H. Kelly 
STREET & NUMBER 

502 W. Gordon St. 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air, _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

4o S. Main St. 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 
Harford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL .,_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone # : 838-5850 

STATE , 

Maryland 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

zip code 
21014 

Maryland 21014 

-FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

2-GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

'.:_UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

"-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Kelly tenant house is located at the southeast corner of the Kelly estate and 
fronts on Catherine Street in Bel Air. 

This two-story gable-roofed house covered with board-and-batten siding is el-shaped 
with a shed-roofed addition on the west side of the el. Set on a raised stone foundation, 
the house has two brick interior chimneys, one in the west end of the front (or south) 
section, one at the juncture of the el. Windows have 6/6 sash and, on the front section,· 
louvered shutters. 

The south or front part is three bays wide and one room deep, with windows arranged 
symmetric~lly around a center entrance and shed-roofed portico. The west end is blank 
except for a four-light gable window. The east end has one window in each story. 

The el has 6/6 sash windows in the first story and 3/3 sash windows in the second. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 

_1900-

..J.RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

..J.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

..J.GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

:....ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

..J.RT _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The ho·.lse served as a tenant house on the Kelly farm (HA-230), although it is not 
clear whether it was built by Howard Kelly, who purchased the property in 1897, or one 
of the urevious owners. 

Ho~ard Kelly was one of the ''Big Four" of Johns Hopkins Hospital-i.e. one of the 
four heads of clinical services-and a pioneer in gynecology, radiotherapy, and herpetology 
(the study of snakes). He was the chief of gynecology at Hopkins and had a private 
clinic on Eutaw Place in Baltimore. 

The 200-acre estate in Bel Air was his family's summer residence, and he had a 
sumptuous house (HA-230) designed by the Baltimore architectural firm, Wyatt and Nolting. 
The estate was a working fann U.1t1til the 1950's, and many of the original barns and out­
nuildings are extant. The property -minus this building and the original brick manor 

1use (Graybeal-Kelly house, HA-229)- has been sold to the Harford County Department of 
Parks & Recreation for a park. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land & Will records of Harford County 
Interview with F. H. Kelly, April, 1979 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

1 .. J. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Natalie Shivers, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Harford County Historic District Commission 
STREET & NUMBER 

DATE 

June, 1979 
TELEPHONE 

45 S. Main St. 301-879-2000 Ext. 207 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bel Air, 
STATE 

Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

JO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUOC ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

~ OF LESS THAN ON!" ACqE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE o..ATITUOE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degr•"'s Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 0 . . 0 . . 

1..IST ALI.. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIE! 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

ST.t.TE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

ST.t.TE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

fll. FORM PREPARED BY - - - - -- -
N.t.ME ANO TITLE.: _, C.A.N ::>. c:. VV IN\.:J 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF ICATION 
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89-665), t hereby nomtnate this property for inclusion Nationa I Register. 
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forth by tht• Notional Pork Service. The recommended 
Chief, Omce of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level of s1gnihcance of this nom1nat1on is: 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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