HA-234 c. 1908

The Incubator

134-138 Alice Anne Street
Bel Air

Private

This frame tenement was built around 1908 by James M.
Street, editor and publisher of the Harford Democrat (1871-1919).
It is a unique example of multi-family workingman's housing
built on Alice Anne Street. These are three double houses
there: the rest are single family dwellings. This building is
currently divided into three four room apartments. Before
World War II it was dubbed "The Incubator" because it was then
divided into six apartments of two rooms each.




HA-234
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY
iiNAME
HISTORIC
House
AND/OR COMMON
BEALOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
134 - 138 Alice Anne Street 1st
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Bel Air —__ VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maxrvland Harfaord
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
3¢ BUILDING(S) X_PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED _ COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT - INPROCESS —_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
X_BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
}.C_NO __MILITARY —_OTHER: Rental
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Carollee Getz & M. Ann Fitzpatrick

Telephone #: g3a_4735

STREET & NUMBER
26 South Main Street

CITY. TOWN STATE,, Zzl1lp code
- Bel Air —— VICINITY OF Maryland 21014
I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 818
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 486
REGISTRY OF DEEDSET® Harford County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
Main Street
CITY, TOWN STATE
Rel Air M:ry'lgnd 21014
EA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE
__FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION / CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT Y DETERIORATED __UNALTERED _-ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD _RUINS _VALTERED __MOVED  DATE
_FAIR __UNEXPOSED 2l wrmf

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This simple 2% story frame building with its gable end facing the
street was built around 1908 by James M. Street, editor of the
Harford Democrat, as rental property to blacks. The house is

now divided the length of the building into 3 apartments, it was form-
ily divided into 6 apartments.

The front elevation has three sets of door and window combinations

in the first story, one for each apartment. 1In the second story
there are three windows, one to each apartment, and in the attic
story there are two windows. All the windows are double-hung, six
over six, set in frame embrasures. A half-hip roofed porch supported
by plain square posts shades the ground floor. The gable roof is
pierced by three plain chimneys, 2 inside énd and one central,

making one chimney for each apartment. The rear elevation is a
duplicate of the front without the porch which is a later addition of
unknown date, but probably around 1940. The side elevations are
regular and two bays wide, the windows, like the front and rear,
double-hung, six over six, set in frame.

The two end apartments have two rooms on the first floor, the

living room 10'2" X 14', the kitchen, 10'2" X 14'4". The second
floor has two bedrooms and a small bath, andthe a&tic level contains
2 rooms. The middle apartment has no attic level. An enclosed

4'X 7' staircase with a door rises from both the living room and
kitchen because there used to be six apartments with one room on each
floor. The kitchen stairs were closed off when the bath was added

on the second floor in the early 1940's (There had been no plumbing
in the building when it was divided into six apartments.)

A 6'X 8'wooden palisade storage shed in deteriorated condition is
in the back yard of 136 and 138. The shed at 134 has been removed.

This building is one of three in the block the town is considering
acquiring and demolishing to build a housing project.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION — LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 SXARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1,799 —ART . .. v - —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
—-1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
25?]?%08 —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

James M. Streett

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is an interesting example of multi-family working-man's

housing built on the black
the century. It is unique
of the other dwellings are
several duplexes as well.

building, small by today's
apartments in the building.

section of Bel Air around the turn of
for size in the neighborhood; most
single family dwellings, although there are
There are now three apartments in the
standards. There were formerly six

It was during that time that the

building was nick-named "The Incubator".

The builder, James M. Streett, was from a prominent Harford County
family; his grandfather, Col. John Streett, commanded a regiment of

Harford Cavalry in the defense of Baltimore in 1814.

Streett

graduated from Princeton in 1858 and then studied law in Bel Air

with Otho Scott.

He was admitted to the war in 1860.
two terms in the Maryland general assembly (1869-1873):

He served
he bought

the Harford Democrat in 1871, which he and later his son, Grover

C. Streett,

edited until 1919.

Mr. Streett built two other houses on Alice Anne Street;'126 - 128

and 130 - 132, both duplexes.

left the properties to his
and she, in turn,

a Bel Air lawyer and owner

left it to her sons,
of the Operators Coal Company of Baltimore,

These were also rental property. He
daughter, Elizabeth Jacobs, in 1921,

Joseph S. Jacobs, founder

and Frank Hays Jacobs, Jr.

of the Hays House, Bel Air's most

famous o0ld house. The houses were sold out of the family in 1955
after the death of Frank Hays Jacobs. The building 134 - 136 - 138
has always been rental property.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

"Joseph M. Streett," in Portrait and Biographical Record of
Harford and Ceceil Counties, Maryland (New York: Chapman
Publishing Company, 1897),pp 205-206.

Obituaries in the Baltimore Sun. Frank Hays Jacobs, 15 February 1954,
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY & Joseph S. Jacobs 25 Ngv. 1968.

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

roroT
The building occuples parcel 535 in the Town of Bel Aur and 1s
approximately 50' (on Alice Anne) X 200°

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY _
EBlFORM PREPARED BY
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Marilynn M. Larew, Architectural Historian.. 08/03/78
ORGANIZATION - - TSR - DATE - : e e e
Town of Bel Air o
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Bel Air B Marvland 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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818/486

440/222

125/251

81/205

53/220

HA-234

134 Aljce Anne
136 Alice Anne

138 Alice Anne

Carollee Getz & M. Ann Fitzpatrick

Emily J. Hartman, widow, and Jarrettsville
Federal Savings & Loan to Getz and Fitzpatrick
part of Lot #59 in Richardson's Addition

53.07 ft. on Alice Anne x 202.3 ft. back

30 June 1969

Joseph S. Jacobs and wife to Charles H. and
Emily Hartman
26 July 1955

part of the land Elizabeth Jacobs inherited
from Joseph M. Streett and left to Joseph
S. Jacobs

Rebecca B. Wilson to Streett 1908 for $700

release of lien of Alice A. Richardson and
David J. Wilson to Rebecca Wilson
1894

Estate of E. Hall Richardson to Rebecca Wilson
1894
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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SURVEY NUMBER: HA 234
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST =

21 STATE CIRCLE

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:
SHAW HOUSE

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES:

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET Zone/Easting/Northing

Individual Structure Survey Form

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:

COUNTY: Harford ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME:
TOWN : Bel Air
LOCATION: PRESENT USE: Multi-Familv
134-38 Alice Anne Street ORIGINAL USE:
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER:
COMMON NAME:
Private residences BUILDER / GONTRAGEOR :
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: ) Joseph M. Streett
OWNER: Carollee B. Getz et al PHYSTCAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:
ADDRESS: 76 gsouth Main Street Excellent ( ) Good ( )
Bel Air, Marvyland Fair ( ) Poor: (%)
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME:
Yes () No (X) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Vernacular
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT:
Local (x) State () National ( ) c 1908

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
"Structural System
1. Foundation: Stone(x)Brick( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(y)
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:
3. Wall Covering: (Clapboard( Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( )
Bonding Pattern: Other:
4. Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood(¥X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(X)Sheet Metal( )~
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches¥x)Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( ' )Sheds( )Ells( )
Wings ( )Other:
Roof Style: Gable(X)Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( With Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Other:
Number of Stories: 2%
Number of Bays: 6 x 2 Entrance Location:plice Anne

Approximate Dimensions: gQ'6" X 29

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat( )Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:

Alteration ( )Other: possible Town

acquisition



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: Ni-2) sy

A large unadorned (save for porch) rectangle built for renting to
blacks. Porch has half-hip roof supported by plain square posts.

Interior plaster walls, entirely plain woodwork. Windows double-hung,

6/6.
RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)
6'x 8' wooden palisade shed
shed 138 deteriorated. The shed at 134
shed 136

has been removed.

-

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

for rental to blacks. No plumbing until just around WW ITI. Called
- the Incubator when it had six apartments because of the numbers of
inhabitants. The apartments are small by today's standards now that
there are only 3 apartments.

Example of early 20th century multiple family dwelling built especially

REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Residential (X¥Commercial( )
Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )
Other: Vvacant lot on NW side. The

o rest of the neighborhood is
. ] densdy built up.

M. Larew

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up( )Densely Built Up(X)

g RECORDED BY:
(o emont Town of Bel Air

- ORGANIZATION:

S

N

Nl 20 July 1978
N DATE RECORDED:
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