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Forwood House 
142 Williams 
Bel Air 
Private 

1889 

One of the earliest houses on Williams Street, the Forwood 
House is one of Bel Air's many expressions of the Queen Anne 
style, like most highly regular in its formulation of this 
usually irregular style. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two and a half story, three bay Queen Anne house is at 142 
Williams Street in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. The 
house is sided in clapboard and has fish-scale shingle trim. The 
front (east) elevation is divided on the attic level: the north two 
bays have a front gable with three Queen Anne windows and fish-scale 
shingle decoration in the triangle above and the strip below the 
windows. The south bay has a shed-roofed dormer with two Queen Anne 
windows. The second story has three bays of pairs of 2/2 windows. 
The first story is shaded by a shed-roofed porch with a gable over 
the center bay. The porch posts are slim and square with lattic work 
between them. Eastlake brackets decorate the tops of the posts and 
support the gable in the center. A railing of slender balusters 
completes the original porch treatment. The south bay of the porch is 
being enclosed. The first story windows that remain are 2/4. The 
main entrance is in the center bay of the front (east) elevation. It 
is composed of a large single pane transom flanked by smaller panes, 
two pane over panel sidelights, and a large glass over panel door. 
Two tall corbelled chimneys occur in the roof of the main block, one 
in the rear slope of the roof in the south bay and one behind the peak 
of the front gable. 

The south elevation of the house resolves itself into two (east) 
bays in the main block and a two bay ell. The windows here are 2/2, 
paired in the east bay and single elsewhere. The side gable has a 
triangular vent in the top, two 2/2 windows and a strip of fish-scale 
shingles below. A window in the west bay of the main block (second 
story) has three small windows above three double-hung windows. It 
probably lights the stair landing. The back building has its own gable 
roof at right angles to that of the main block. It has a shed-roofed, 
slate sided dormer in the middle of the south slope. The dormer has 
a pair of windows. 

A shed-roofed south porch ties the main block and the back 
building together. It is carried on chamfered posts with solid 
carved brackets with a single round hole in each. The porch shelters 
two side by side doors, one in the main block and one in the back 
building. 

The rear elevation of the ell has two bays, a single 2/2 window 
in the gable and a single story shed-roofed addition with a pair of 
windows on the south side and another pair on the west side. The 
back door is slightly recessed north of the pair of windows. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This Queen Anne house is one of the few 19th Century house on 
Williams Street. It was built three years after the Reckord House 
(162 Williams) and is more clearly a Queen Anne house than that one is. 
This house, like the Reckord house, has an Eastlake porch, a style of 
decoration unusual in Bel Air. 

According to the Harford Democrat (April 12, 1889), this house was 
begun in 1889 for William s. Forwood, although the land was not conveyed 
by E. Hall Richardson until January 1890 (67/1). Mr. Forwood had the 
hotel where Courtland Hardware is from 1878 to the 1890's. The Forwoods 
mortgaged the property in 1890 for $4500. After the death of Mr. and 
Mrs. Forwood, the heirs sold their share to William S. Forwood, Jr. 
(September 29, 1906). The younger Forwood was Clerk of the Circuit 
Court from 1891 to 1909. In 1912 he defaulted on the mortgage. John S. 
Young and Stevenson A. Williams, trustees under the will of E. Hall 
Richardson (holder of the mortgage) bought the property in their own 
rights. They agreed to sell the property to Chase, Orem & Co. (1912, 
137/183) for $6000. That company sold it to Harry Hanway who sold it 
to Harry s. Carver. After getting the $6000, Williams and Young 
conveyed it to Carver in 1913 (139/423). He mortgaged it to the same 
men (1913, 141/248) and defaulted on the mortgage in 1926. It was 
sold to John L. G. Lee for $7100 (201/235). 

Lee left it to his wife, Caroline Hunter Lee (1945, will 22/452), 
who sold it to Mr. Aden Crouse and his mother Esta in 1960 (546/510). 
They sold it to George Kanaras in 1974 (956/487) , who sold it to the 
present owner, William H. Lindeman in 1977 (1041/885). It is now 
called the Wil-Mar Apartments. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This property occupies parcel #2011 in the Town of Bel Air. 
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Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 11011 
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