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Reckord House 
162 Williams Street 
Bel Air 
Private 

1886 

Queen Anne style houses were immensely popular with 
Bel Air's elite in the late 19th century. This example has a 
severely balanced facade and unusual Eastlake decoration on the 
projecting gable of the front porch. An elegant Eastlake mantel 
on the hall fireplace is also worthy of note. John H. Reckord 
built the house in Richardson's Addition in 1886, the same year 
Henry Record and Sons built the Reckord Mill on Rock Spring 
Avenue near the railroad tracks. General Milton A. Reckord,for 
many years Adjutant of the Maryland National Guard, was reared 
here. The house remained in the Reckord family until 1977. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two and a half story Victorian house is at 162 Williams Street in the 
Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. The house is aluminum sided and has a 
steep gable roof. It is sharply divided into three bays with the two end bays 
projecting beyond the middle bay. The projecting bays have their own sharply 
raked gables each with a 2/2 window. Pairs of windows occupy the three bays of 
the second story. The front porch has a shed roof carried on turned posts and a 
projecting gable with Eastlake decoration in the middle half of each side bay 
has been enclosed with a single, modern 1/1 window in the middle. There is a 
balustrade with turned balusters. 

The south elevation has a hexagonal two story bay window with its own 
overhanging gable on top in the west bay. The north elevation has a wider 
hexagonal two story bay window in the middle bay. From the roof of this bay 
window springs a small gabled dormer with a Queen Anne over two window in it. 
A pyramid roofed single bay porch on turned posts shelters a door between the 
western two bays of this elevation. 

The rear (west) elevation shows a gable roofed ell with irregularly placed 
windows but about 2 bays wide. Another porch occupies the space between the 
ell and the main block. 

Three large Queen Anne chimneys animate the roof line, two in the ridge of 
the main block (on either side of the central hall) and one inside end chimney 
in the middle of the west elevation of the ell. 

The main entrance is in the middle bay of the front (east) elevation: a 
large single pane transom and two pane window lights surrounding large double 
doors with l pane over l panel with the edges bevelled. 

The house is now apartments and only the large central hall was available 
for inspection. The woodwork is molded with 11 door bell 11 corner blocks. The 
entrances to the rooms off the hall consist of huge 6 panel double sliding doors. 
An Eastlake mantel is in the north wall of the hall west of the sliding doors. 
It has a mirrored ovennantel with turned decorations and a green tile surround 
(square opening) and hearth. 

The staircase is at the west end of the hall, a closed-string double 
dog-leg affair with turned balusters and huge turned newels with block and 
canon ball finials. 

The scale of the house is impressive for Bel Air. One could hold a 
dance in the hall, and doubtless they did. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This large Victorian house is noteworthy both for its size, its Eastlake 
decoration on the front porch gable, and the Eastlake mentel in the hall. The 
aluminum siding covers any other decoration there may have been. 

The house was built in 1886 by John H. Reckard on land in Richardson's Addition 
he bought from E. Hall Richardson (56/345). This was probably the first house on 
Williams Street. Reckard built the mill on Main Street the same year. It stayed 
in the Reckord family until 1977. John Reckord conveyed it to his wife in 1889 
(63/481). In 1935 she conveyed it to her son Milton A. Reckord (237/74). At the 
time General Reckard was head of the Maryland National Guard. He died in 
1975 after a career of 60 years service to the State of Maryland. In 1977 his 
trustees sold it to the present owner, David M. Cartzendafner. It is divided into 
apartments. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This property occupies parcel # in the Town of Bel Air. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes onl~ and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 11011 



1028/740 

1000/446 

237/74 

63/481 

56/545 

TITLE: Reckord House 
162 Williams Street 

13 May 1977 
Gladys Reckord Jones & William N. 
Nickerson, trustees of the residuary 

HA-236 

trust of the will of Milton Atchison Reckord 
to 

David M. Cartzendafner & Doris Ann 

13 May 1976 
Gladys Reckord Jones, personal representative 
of the estate of Milton Atchison Reckord 

to 
Gladys Reckord Jones & William N. 
Nickerson, trustees 
Reckord died 8 September 1975 

31 January 1935 
Lydia A. Reckord, widow 

to 
Milton A. Reckord 

9 August 1889 
John H. Reckord 

to 
Lydia Reckord, his wife 
4 lots in Richardson's Addition 

26 June 1886 
E. Hall Richardson & Alice 

to 
John H. Reckord 
$800 
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