
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ~~,cA 
\"'.P'J,,i HA-242 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Belle Vue Farm 
ANO/OR COMMON 

Belle Vue ?Rrrr. 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Oakinc-ton "Rd. 
CITY. lOWN 

:'.-:avre de '.Jrace _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Ifaryland 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC *-OCCUPIED 

XBUILDINGIS) x_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Dr. E. Hollister Davis 
STREET & NUMBER 

Oakini::;ton Ro9.d 
CITY. TOWN 

Havre de '.Jrace 

_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

lfl REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

first 
COUNTY 

:-Iarford County 

PRESENT USE 

.::..:._AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDU<Cf 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 939-_~=:i4~3~o_0 ___ _ 

STATE, Zl.p code 
MD 21074 

Liber #: ALJ 21 
Folio #: 157 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



fl DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOO 

.XFAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LALTERED 

slightly 

·. / 

CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Belle Vue Farm is only 300 feet from the Chesapeake Bay and faces south 
east in that direction. The house has been in the same family for two hun­
dred years and it has grown with that family. 

The main part of this house is two stories high, and three bays by two. 
The brick walls are Flemish bond. A moulded brick water table can be seen 
on the south east facade. The principal entrance is in the center bay of the 
south east facade. This has double hung, moulded panel doors. A four light 
transom is overhead. A one bay, screened in entrance porch shields this door­
way. 'r!indows louvered shutters. 'dindows on the front facade have semi-ellip­
tical brick header arches that appear to be an added feature. 

The gable flank roof is covered with asuhalt shingles. It has a box 
cornice and wide eaves. A corbe~ed brick chimney is located at each inside 
end of this section. Four light casement windo·..;s flank the chimney at the 
attic level of the south west side. Also on this side, it seems apparent 
that bw doors were bricked up at one time. B. flat brick arch still remains 
above one bricked in area. The doorways are bricked up in common bond. 

The north west facade has many glazed headers. A three bay, one tier, 
screened in porch is on this side. 

Inside, this section is arranged in the classic center through hall 
floor plan. The closed string stairway is located in the west corner. It 
has pine treads and turned balusters. The stair is paneled with mould pa..~e­
ling. Vertical beaded boards line the stair on the second elevation. The 
hallway has two tiers of moulded paneling with chair-rails and a box cornice. 

The west room or study has a fireplace in the center of its west wall. 
The fireplace has a moulded mantle; plain pilasters carrying a moulded entab­
lature, and a rectangular opening. The fireplace is flanked by closets which 
originally were doors leading to the Doctor's office. This room also has 
beaded chair rails. 

There are no chair rails in the east room. A plain fireplace is in the 
center of this room's east wall. In the cellar of the brick section it was 
necessary to reinforce old beams. Brick fireplace supports are visible here. 

Attached to the west facade of the brick section is a one room deep, 
two bay b:: two, two story, frame addition. This is built onto low rubble­
stone foundations. ·,·iindows are six lights over six. A corbeled brick chim­
ney is located at the west inside end. Inside this section has an enclosed 
stairway to the second elevation. 

A one story shed addition and a two story, modern kitchen are attached 
to the north facade of the frame section. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

_1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

_ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

-ART _ENGINEERING 

-COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

-COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

The Bell 'Jue ?arm represents one of ~arford County's tidewater dwellings. 
~he house is present on the :1auduco0ur Map of the Chesapeake Bay in 1795. It 
-.·n_s r;robably 75 years old even at "'.:hat time. ':'he Davis family has o~cupied this 
house through most of its existance. ~is farr.ily err:igr8-ted from ':!ales in 1702 
to Chester County, :Pennsylvania. Dr. Elija.'1 Javis moved the family to ~arford 
County in 1786. Ee ;;as married in 178S a.'J.d eventual:::.y h::;.d 13 children. :Jr. Javis 
served as ?resident of the Mo.ryland Senate in the 1'3l3 and the 1815 terms. '.-:e 
~,:as a reI)resentative in the House of :Jelegates in J..807 ~~a 1~11. 

-='he house is in the SeorgiaI1 .style and tas 'l1a.ny of this style's st"'._."ldard 
features. Its bric~ structural ~attern is ?lemish 5o~d. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



I 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
P:::-eston, '.!alter ··:; ~:istory of '.Iarford County, Press 
of the Sun Sook Office, Baltimore, 1901. 
'·!right, C. !Iilton; Our Harford Eerit::i.ge, "'.'re!1ch 3ray 
~ress, 3alti~ore, 196?. 

:!..733 l:aryla!ld ~ax List 
1792 Federal ~ax List 
1811+ ?<aryland ·:=iax List 

:-:auducoeur r-~3.p, 17?5 
Jennings and Herrick Map, 1858 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 311 acre$ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This land is bounded by the C!!esapeake Bay on the ;;:;ast; by Swan 
Harbor FU'm owned by ':.'. .John Kenney on the north; and by Oakington 
owned b:t Eleanor "l:'ydings Ditzen on the south. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME• TITLE 

Susan M. Deeney, Field Historian March 1977 
CJRGANIZATION DATE 

~~~~~~~H_i~s_t_oric District Commission 833-6000 ext. 207 
S~REET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 Sout~ Maic 3treet 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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Dr. E. Hollister Davis 
Oakington Rd. 
Havre de Grace, MD 21078 

ALI 21 157 12/24/1941 

swc 239 177 11/20/1935 

JAR 162 203 2/8/1919 

ALJ 3/23/1887 

ALJ 31 163 12/1,2/1874 

ALJ 30 330 6/5/1874 

AHD 17 119 3/20/1866 

it.'HD 8 217 11/2/1%0 

HD 26 269 11/26/1841 

Title Search 
HA-242 

Granter: Last \'/ill and Testement of S. Griffith 
Davis 

Grantee: Dr. Edward Hollister Davis, nephew. I 
bequeath my farm "Belle Vue" to my nephew 
provided he desires to live on the farm 
or operate it. If he dies his children 
and descendants per stirpes. 

Grant or: 
Grantee: 

~eptimus Davis, et al 
Griffith Davis 

Acreage: "Belle Vue Farm" 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 

George Banks and Melvina Dorsey 
R. Alexander Banks, deceased 

Acreage: ''Be:levue" 

Grantor: 
Gr~ntee: 

Grant or: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grant or: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

John Henry Banks and Mary Ellen, wife 
Grif:'i th Davis 

Land and .E}nigration Company 
John H. Banks 
"Belleview" or "Belue Farm" 

Land and ~igration Company 
S. Griffith Davis 
311 acres 

Steven Archer, trustee 
Henry James 
"Belle Vue Farm", 326 acres, Steven ,'..rcher 
sold property to Henry James from an :Equity 
Case. 

Charles Lee, complainant 
~lbert Davis, defendant, Steven Archer, trustee 

Septimus Davis, et al 
Martha Davis, et al 
"Belle Vue'' 326 acres 



HD 17 198 6/28/1834 

6 426 

Grant or: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Gr3.ntor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Henry Dorsey of Sdward 
Elijah Davis, et al 
"Belle Vue" 326 acres 

Elijah Davis 
Henry Dorsey of Edward 
"Belle View Farm" 



INVENTORY NO. H A - 2-4 2. 
~ )4 - d y· 2 ~ \~ I~~ 

ELECTION DISTRICT ---~~r-",--t~ Jt.', · 
TAX MAP NO. _____ \ 1"'t DATE: 

ADDRESS: 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: 

( C~~ICE, BARGE, 
~ ._____,,o~r....i..inal[ ] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT, (iABLE FLANK) HIP, MANSARD, T, DORMERS 
MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin asphalt 

,, ---
PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed[ ] hip[ ] gable 

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER 3 BRICK[ ] STONE[] CORBELED[)i original[ ] 
LOCATION: I r.-y c>od1 ;l\+,D<,,op~ 

1
t-_,,,,i.< '-JX};cn 

ARCHES: J f'..' '"'"''~' 4vJ f l'vtJ\-,J~' 

v COMMENTS: ATT I(_ L'\l 11\\ /:urz~ Lf /7 ~Y'~,-Z 

~~ ~~-.?__ ~'1:- ~ -/~ 
'-~~ ~ 

A·LJ .J. l 
157 

J 

repl~cedc<J 



II 
I) ., 

r:apped. edited, and published b/ the Geological Survey 

Ccr t•o! b1 USGS ang uSC?GS 
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Belle Vue Farm 
Havre de Grace , MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
Southeast 
April, 1977 

HA-242 





Belle Vue Farm 
Havre de Grace, MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
North 
April, 1977 

-
HA-242 


