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The o=igi~al s?ecific3tion 
e·c~llen : dascr~? ~~cn o~ the 

'2\": t.'"!e V.:s-=--:i Hale ::-::>= s :.. 
LOL~ Da~ OL Jurre 1766. 

'[h(.;! Vest::y t' rocet'.dS to o•.!sineis . 

1 

"fo:: the Ve.st::::-.r" f.iotlse is 
presen~ buildir.; . 
Geo~se's Paris~ on Tuescay 

T:t"' , • .,,.3:::::-1 Ag.:-2es ~:i..3.:: t:he!:'~ Shall be a. New Ve~':.rv 

Hou.5~ ouil t at Sc . Geor;a 1 s Parish Chu.:::-ch: Ac~o::-di~g 
c.h.3 tol_ow:.~; Dl.::tent:.o~s Ji-:.: '!.'o 3e Bui:-:: Twenty 
ioo-:. Lo:1g '::>y S!.:-:taen =oo~ ,.,ide in the Clear. _,he 
fou.""!.dar.ion to be .:>U.i;< .C:igh teen Inc:1cs in th~ Ground 
& R~~s'd Eiqhteen Inches above Grolli~d befor~ the 
Slec:Je.:-s are Let Down & Sle.:pers al..l to oe of Good 
Sou."lc t·n-li te Oak . Eight :::iches Sc; are & Set:•.veen t:.'.'le 
:floor ·3.na. Cealing Eight foot . T~e ,..,a_l -:.o .be T·,;o Brick 
& half Thick to the Sleepers from the Sleepers to the 
Sqa=e two Brici< Thick The Gave Ends to be one Brick 
& hal: Thie~ to t~e Squa~e from t_~e Sqare to the Top 
one Dcick ThicK . The Wo=k be:ore mention ' d to be 
cone wi~"l su=.::icienr. Li:':le :.1ort:er & Sand the Roo.:: to 
hclv: Eighteen Inches ove.:- Jet & tile Joist to .oe of good 
SoL;:tu /hi':.:: Oa2< Seven Inc:i~s by four--.~ Pro?er P..after-s 
for ye. .;.;a.-ue & to be cover'd ,..,ith C\.?re£s Si1i:igles & to 
Show Six :nch~s & the Shingles to ~ ~ Ro . .md' d . ~~e 
Unde~ floor to be Jf good Quart'd pine Plank o~e Inch 
& i1alf Thie!<. The Cealing to be L1t.h'd & plais-i:e::-'d 
& the Door :o b.: i:1 t~1e Sou"t...11 Gave End '·Tit:-t Sufficienc: 
Loe!: & H.:.nqes. ':'~e house to have a Co.::ne.:: Ch:!...:n.."ley 
,.;ell Supper~• d Wi t:1 a hali i!'!c:i & ha!..: Qua:::te!:' 3ar 
c - Iron . the c:umney to ..:>e four foot ·vide at ~--ie 
Bae.< & to be properly fleer• d & the Jams to be 
Eicn~een Inches Thick: from the floor to the ~xch of 
i:.: C~ii-nnev :our =oo~ & the Chimney to Ext:end fou= 

"".... :U:>ove the ~oo ~ of t..~= !iousa-- o be Two Sash Wir.dows 
o:-t E ; _1 3ide w.:u: ... :. :-.;e_,;e ::.igh~3 i~ Eac:1 ~'1indo•v '=..:.1e 
Gla.E~ ::o b-= Ei-;1i.r. I:icne.:; '.:Jy Ten V-Tide . & Good Su.::.::icient 
.lin._o·., s:~utc2 :::-:::; vi t:1 Su:::i:ta Bol t.s to t.ne Same The 
\/'10 ." nO'.:!Se t:O 02 ?lai3c.e::- ' d & White •.-Jash'd. t::.-e Ear-:h 
• -:> be :.aid w:_ :'h Bric~ U~c2r c.~e zira place & Rou .. 11.d t.ne .::..r2 
:-L~ce to be .t..aid wit:.,, -:lag S-:::one that is nu.; L~.y' d in the 

•1 ie V··st=:· i\c!Journs til::. the 21st day o.: Ju:i.e by -:e!"l oCloc.< ' 
On~ dl. 1~--L:.ne w:s ~--received but one window beca\~se 

th-:. co::::;:e.?." f t--~?laca occ::!?ies par:: o: t....,::i.t wall 
E:~::-;:?i:i.or walls -t'~ ot Fie::iis:1 bone, wit.1 clc:;2.:-::; 

~nd occa3ion~l gla~ed header:;; both gables appear ~o have 
b"' ·n reouil r., as they ar·~ of common bond, .but p~obabli· or 
:h" o.,...i;;:.n.:il b;;:-i:.;.:.:;. :fl, ~;l..!tc roc.i: h 'le; reJ?lar.:t:!d the wooden 

r in;l:3, and a ra<2 ov~~~ang has been ~c~ed. n1e u~mould~d 
._ 01icewo::i~ is p::::-ob~ly o-: the twanciet..i. centu::::-.f. 
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Vest.::-v Ho~se, St. Georqe's Pariah 

7. n~sc~PT!ON, co~~in~ad 

~~fc~~s appear ~o ~ate from t~e la=e ni~~teench or 
earl1 t•·1entiett1 cen-=urv, but the colla.::- :Oea.--;-.s are origi~al. 
CeilL~S joists are original. The £l~or s~ructure has ba~n 
repla~ed Ni~~ conc=ece . 

Interior '.va_ls are ;;>lastered over sawn lathe, ap9lied 
co furring st=ips; original plaster a~d nailing blocks 
behind ~= later fini sh indicates a chair rail at sill 
l·e~gn~ . The oriqinal ~a~tel no longer exis~s and the fire­
place has been reduc ed in size . The door is of vertical 
beaded boards, wi t.li bat'::.e:-:s ati:ached by wood screws, probably 
eating f r om b~e nineteent~ century . 

A ~estora~ion orogra~ is i:i progress to restore , 
authentical l y , mi s sing elements , incl uding the wooden 
floor, bas eboard and chair rail, and illantel surrounding 
a fi~eplace restored to its original size. Adequate 
elec::ric service, and elec~ric heat, will be introduced . 
A la~er phase will restore exterior features, includi~g 
roofing and cornice work, door and door £rarne, windows and 
shutcers . 

s-::. George's Parish Church , which the Vestry House 
was built to accomnany, was constructed in 1759- 1760, 
and ·vas the third cnurcn to occupy this site. The present 
ouilding, call~d Spesutia Church, was designed by Niernsee 
and NeLlson, architects i:i Baltimore, ~nd built i~ 1851 . 
It is the fouri:h church on the site . Vestry records indicate 
that it stands on the foundations oz a~d incoroorates 
b ricks from the t hi r d c hurch, but it is not known whether 
or no-c t.'le present walls, above ground, incorporate standing 
sections ot the eighteen th ce:itury walls . 

Designed in the Italian Romanesque style, Spesutia 
Chu:-c'.:-1 is of fou:::- bays with a chancel at its east e:id 
o: one bay plus a semi-oc~ago~al a?se. !n -c~e second bay 
from t~a wes~ e:ld, o~ r:~e sout.1 slde, is a smalL entrance 
po::-.:::~i. ind at r:!!2 r..ort:rw2st cor:i.e:c is an ex"'::e!:"nal co,.,rer 0£ 
three storeys, the t.09 one 0eing oc1:agonal with louvres 
o~ each side; above is a s~or~ concave soire. 

':'~e l::.ut~re3S9d 1:>-ri~:( -:ills ?re :::::1.:cr:oed :''""'O!:'~ri. j:l 

l~itution or as!'lla.r. A singl2 w.:.ndow in each ba_.t is a tall 
r~u~d headed la~=e~, filled wi~~ small scua=e quarrels s~~ 
ci:::.go!lall f i:l ':IOOd :7t:mtins. ~·:ost. 0 E the cl ea:: glass _3 original 
Ti1e three ~Nindot.'/S of t:r.-: apse ar\3 .rilled t.~ith dist:.:!..Z:";~iis!"' . .eC. ... 
conten::iorary glass desisn~d b·r Paul Bar~howsky, an ar:-.:.st 
in t:'1e parish . 

T~e lo·,-1-pitched roof:: a:::-e co·;e=~d ·1:.=:1 sla-ce .:ind t.he 
gene.r:::rus -=ave and .caka 0·1e::-hangs a!'.'<:! s1199orted by •vood orac·<e-::.s. 

(See co~ ti~uation sheac ~O- ~} 

,. 
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Ve3~rv Hausa. St . C9or~e's Parish 

7. DESCRTP~r0~, continuaa 

Th'.:? roo= trus.;.;es ar: ~-~cosed, im::e=nall:_·, and t:1e 
~alls are p:a3cered . A large round ~~aded arch se?arates 
~h~ chancel iro~ t~e nave a~d a gallery, one ba~ dee~, 
'2":-:terjs ~c=oss t:-ie west e:ic, a.ccessin.::.e from a stair 

• I- t • 

·.11. ... . 11n ..:.,1e L.ower . 
·1es trv !'."ecords indica ~e that the church is on the 

£oUc.•d~tio~s oi, and incor:>orates bricks from the tJird 
~hurch, constructed in 1759-60. Whe~her the ~resent 
wal.::..s,. lbove ground, l.:1COr?orate sta~ding sections of 
i:he ,:;iqh teent:-t century walls is not known . Chr ist Chu::-ch, 
Acsoke-=k in i?r.ince George's County , has had a similar 
builcli!"lo history; althoug~ its style was c:ianged drast.icallv 
1~ t~e n~neteentn centurv, to one not unlike Spesutia, the 
r~ajorit·1 of its walls date from the ?revious century . 

T>e large cemetery which surrounds Spesutia Chu:!'."ch, 
it;; coJ.onial Ves:::.rv House, and its twen-tieth cencury 
Par~sh ~ouse, das establis~ed in 1718, when the Parish's 
seco!'ld ch11rch v:is establis 11ed in t:ie oresent locat..:on. 
Th~ ~hird church w.=t3 erected ln 1759- 60 imnediatelv north 
of the s~cond, wtiich was ':.:ian cemollshed. The fou::-tn or 
ore:,;ent church was built unon the foundations of t-'l.e third, 
in 1351. -

The cerne teer has manv eiqh.tee:l-=.h century tombstones, 
;;ind is the la::-g-esc. one of tl1is period in the cou."'ity. 
Con~inuing in use to this day, it has manv nineteenth and 
twentieth century tombs tones as well, exhibiting the 
full ranqe of that art . 

Scve~al no~aol~ crees are intersoerced among the 
a:-<;.:v·2s, .:ind tho: ~n::i.:-e si -"" is well :5~3.d.ed. 

:u!v ~ i ..;h ':~~n ::h and ni~-= :::eenth ce~ tur-1 stones are 
.'<:-.~wn :o h.l•r~ e~n r.:o-red t:::i t:·u .. s oa!":.s::. cenete=-1 f:!:<>m 
• 1.ci tate cem~..:2.:-ies, !:".os::._y from the ~earby Ab~rdeen Proving 
G~ou~d a~a =c;~~ood Arse~al. 

-------------------------- _______ ..... 
t.f• .. 2; ~ 1 z • 
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In colonial Naryland, Church of E:igland parish 
Vest:ries usuall:r autho=ized a special buL'. .. dingl fa::: use 
as a meeti~s place to co~~uct parisn busi:iess a.~d ~o 
pe ~for:n certain civil cuties (as trustees o= t~e govern..~en~­
su~?Orted church) , par~icularly the monitoring oz ~~e moral 
co~es of the day and Lle administering of justice for 
vio2.ations . Vest=v Houses were often used as sc:"'lool­
'l10uses, school being conducteC!. by the clergy-nan or a 
me nber of his f amily, of someone else hired by the parish 
fo r ~he pu:cpo3e . Vestries orten reulaced ~~eir vest~J 
H•.:>t:s~s , J..S t:i.ey did t::ieir churches, during t:ie colo!lial 
pe:::-i.od . 

Y i~n t~a disesta;,lish~ent of a sta~e =eligio~ at 
the ~.:.~e o: ~:ie American Revolutio:l , Ves :.ries :o :!.onge.::­
of~icially r::o':litored the.:.r comr.mni ty' s rno!'al5, .o..it t.:.ley 
did continue to :unction as the ~overnir.g boarcs of their 
p1=ishe$, und they presumabl{ conduc ted ~~air meeting in 
~1eir VestrJ louses . Vescry Houses continued to be used 
as schools . rhe Vest:ry Minutes, from time to time , name 
sc~oolrnasters wno ke?t school in the St . George's ?arish 
T~st:::-.! Ho us-?., i!1cludi::g t..11e years 1312 and 1821. ~'1i thou~ 
'!.. ':>7er.L'1e n~.J.l 5 .r:::::po..:-~, !1.owever, ?ui.ldJ..ng maintenance beca'"!le 
i -::::e3.s:.:1q!..:r· bu:=:!.e:iso-:ie, and Ves1::::-i2s prooa!:>:y f~..i..'1d it 
bot:: ~or: r:onv~:1ien :: .:L!C :':'.O~e economica..... ':.O r:?ee:: .:..n 
,rivac~ ~esidances, and Vestry Ho~sas grad~ally f2_l out 
c-: usa . Only ;:uo have suYvived ir:. !a::::yla~~--::>::. Ge·::>.!:'ge 1

:;; 

an~ t~~:: of St . Paul's Parish, Ken : Co..inty. 
~Jo;:. or. ly i.5 this Ve3 c.ry house a !?...re s UYV"i vor ..Ln ~he 

1':uc~ 0.: or-e 'tYP"= of biii.ld .. i .. ng, i.t i~ n. sm .. "Vi.vn~ nf t_n : 
ei ::-..c.e::n:.:1 ccnc.u::-.t, in an area wi ;:h rel ~t:ively few c1q'.'lte2nth 
c_:-.':urf stn.:ctur~ .::>. As Harford ··ra~ the l...ist of t:h::? t: .:..c:;-1a- .:? ... 

co .!l tic:3 to be sec tled, it had fewer su'.:>'3 ::.i."1 tia: 3iGh teen::~ 
c e"l ::.u.....:: 5 t.!'uc:: ~tri:?s ti-la~ o trier tid ~we. ;:e.: cou~ ::ie s , t1ence 
f: c:::- .have been c::ms.i.cc..c0d good enot!g:'! th:!"ou;r.1 t:he yeaYs 

I
I .:o r~t~:.~. ~ . Th~ Ve:.t:..=-.i H:iuse shows that tn~ w?=kuian:;~i? 

1d "' 0 • ... , .J.. , n,..O,..D,..,~a,_..,, ,~ l.!1 ''\·ch l S,....,"11 j.)' "l.ldi ""'g ·· i -7 \.4---- -- ~ - .. v~ _._,......,.. .. w .. • ' ••~~ ...... -•· '.':::;, • 

ij~~~~c~l to tho~ ~~=~=po=~~cd in~~ :~rge=, ~~=~ i~?=~ss~ve 

l a::j .r..or.: im~orta:-.!:. st::::uc.:ure.;; . Flnall..y, th.1t :>uch a srnall 
.:'"r..!:-:.:i!:"e ha.3 su.:vived ~fic.1,_out ~ddi':ion,; i3 unu.;u.J.!... 

----- ----- -----
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Ves~=~ Ho~s e, St . Geo=a~ 's Paris~ 

8. SIG~IFI C~\..~CE, co~~i~~ed 

St . ~eo=~e's P:=is~ ~as long rec~~~~zed che histo~~cal 
Tc-tl.l·:! of ::._'1eir ··~.scry 301.:s:, ~or i:1 l'.1J52, a.'.:t.e:::: a??ar::n:. 
neglec:., ex;:ensi'le re9airs ~ere under;:aken, but the or~gi~al 
cna t"ac c.2r -.vas nae s·.ibs t:ani tall:[ al te=ed . AporeciatioZl for 
t.b.e .:;:1 ;:.:.qui ty o:: -"::, ..:..s st::-uctur.:: C""On ci.n .:.ed, for a res to.:~-.:ion 
prosram is in ?=ograss to res;:oce, auchenticallv, those parts 
lost or altered rrom t~e oricinal . 

rhe ves try House s-cands .:1. an extensive c.:emetf:!ry, 
est::iblished in 1718 Hhen S?esutia Church, St. George's 
?u:is~, ereccea it3 seco~e c~urch there . The presen~ cnurch 
(the fourth) dates =ram 1851, designed i~ the Italian ~ornan­
esc·~e .:; tyle by ~liernsee a.-id .ieilson, Archi tee ts of Bal :.imore, 
:.1u...::-1la.'id . It is on the =ou."1dar.ion, anC. is t.'le exact size, of 
tha t.'lird churc~ of 1738 ; its stuccoed walls are reco.:-ded 
as being constructed of materials from the third church.3 

Alt.~o ugh t.~e c~ief 3igni=icance a= this property 
Ls th=> rar.:: ei::r.hteenth century Vestry House, the architect.s 
of the presen~ c~ur~h J . Cra=ocd ~eilson (1816-1900) ~1d 
Joh:\ R. :lierr..:;ee (1331- 1885) . This tea."!\ known as Nier:"lsee 
anc Neilson is responsi~le tor major builaings in Balti~ore 
in the 1350 ' s: St . ~~<e's C~urch (National Register), 
G!'.'acG a.-id St. Per.a.='s Church, two of the most prominent 
::::-esidences on r.~ou::1t \'err..on Place (Natio::lal Ijj.storic Lar.cL-nark), 
Tho::ras- - Jenks-- Gl uddi~g and •val ters Houses ,~"Camden Station . 
~he Spesutia Church ~rovides an exception to the firm's 
9redilection for Gocnic in the spirit of the ecclesiologists . 

(See; Phoebe Stan ton. The Go-r.:"'lic Re1ri val in American Church 
ctrc~i~ecture: An E~isode in 7aste,(Baltiraora : Johns 
Ho?kLns Press, 1953). 
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Vestry House, St. Georges Pariah HA-250 
Perrymun, MD 
Susan M9 Deeney 9/1/?6 
East 
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Perryman, MD 
Susan M. Deeney 9/1/76 
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