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Gothic was "the only proper style" for a Christian Church 
in the 19th century. Churches built in Bel Air during the period 
from 1860 to the First World war were all built in that style. 
They varied considerably in complexity. This little carpenter 
gothic structure is one of the happiest, if the latest, of those 
churches. With its board and batten construction, its pointed 
arch windows and its little bell tower it is a warm and friendly 
expression of a style which can be cold or awesome. It was built 
in 1905 by Father J. Alphonse Frederick to be Bel Air's first 
Roman catholic Church, In its homely way it represents a unity 
of thought rare in Christendom. All local sects reached back to 
the years before western Christianity had splintered to express 
their fundamental similarity of purpose: the worship of God. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This small and charming carpenter gothic chapel dominates a little 
knoll on the east side of Hickory just north of its intersection with 
Lee Way, in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. A quaint 
refugee from the mid-nineteenth century, it was built in 1905. It 
has all of the characteristics of the proper Gothic Revival small 
parish church: board and batten siding, steeply pitched gable roof 
in patterned tile, projecting rafters, entrance porches, bell cote. 
The chancel even has a different roof line to distinguish it from the 
nave. Its pitch is the same as that of the main block, but it is not 
so tall. Whether this chancel is an addition or not is not clear. 
It has a cement block foundation while the nave has a stone rubble 
foundation. It has tar paper on the roof, while the nave's roof is of 
tile, and its window (on the north elevation) is pointed arch window 
and surround, while those of the nave are rectangular. The differences 
(except for the tar paper) can be accounted for by the fact that the 
chancel is the site of the most holy parts of the Mass and is thus 
separated from the more mundane nave. 

The facade (west elevation) is divided sharply into three bays by 
the central gable roofed entrance porch. Double seven panel doors 
are topped by a narrow horizontal transom, an entablature, and a 
pediment which echoes the pitch of the roof but which is too small 
for the entablature. The rafters project here, as they do on the main 
roof. Two square stained glass windows in plain surrounds flank the 
entrance porch, their sills almost level with the bottom of the porch 
roof. A diamond-shaped stained glass window decorates the gable. The 
aisleless nave is five bays long on the north elevation (one bay is 
in the chancel); a roofed small gable entrance porch is on this side 
in the last east bay of the nave. It has a four panel door.on the 
south elevation a two bay ell is at right angles to the building in 
the easternmost two bays. This gable roofed, single story ell once 
housed the sacristy. It has 6/6 double hung sash windows and a seven 
panel door (north to south). A thin stove chimney rises behind the 
fourth window on the south elevation. 

The back of the chancel (the east elevation) is entirely plain 
save for a diamond-shaped stained glass window in the gable and a 
string course of batten which crosses at eave level giving the gable 
the look of a pediment. 

The tiny bell tower with its bell still suspended has a cross at 
the front (west) gable ridge. 

The chapel is now used for parish offices and has been subdivided, 
but one can still see the tongue & groove wainscotting. The ceiling 
has been dropped to the level of the floor of the choir loft for warmth 
and fuel economy, but if one climbs the steep stairs (southwest corner) 
to the loft one can see the unadorned roof over a sea of pink insulation. 
No hammer beam roof and no exposed rafters. 

This simple and reverent Gothic Revival chapel shows in a concrete 
way (actually, board and batten way) exactly what the Ecclesiologists 
meant when they chose this style for their church reform movement. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This small Gothic Revival chapel was built in 1905 by Rev. J. 
Alphonse Frederick, the pastor of St. Ignatius Church at Hickory. 
He had purchased the three acres on which the church and rectory stand 
at his own expense in 1901 for $3,500 and built the chapel at his own 
expense. In 1919 he transfered it to James Cardinal Gibbons, the 
Archbishop of Baltimore (164/27). In 1969 the new church was built 
and the chapel became the parish offices. 

There is no evidence that an architect had anything to do with 
the building. By 1905 the Gothic Revival had become such a normal 
idiom for the small parish church that no design was needed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This property oc.cupies the south portion of parcel #605 in. the Town 
of Bel Air, 3a.·+ · 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by a~ Act.of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated'Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 11-08 



Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR \4>0 s\'\\:..'t-1 STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE £_\..Q 
~ ~~ COUNTY· 

NATIONAL REGI STE R OF HISTORIC p~·AC.E S 
ORICAL TRUST IN VENTOR Y - NOMINATION FORM MD. HIST 

BOX 1704 
ANNAPOL IS, MD. 21404(T I · · / · ) ype a I entries - complete appltcab e sections 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 
tl. NAME .,;. '~ 811'). . 

COMMON: 

s+-maA..P~ ~. -1.J' 
ANOIOR HISTORIC: I v 

12. LOCATION 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

lorrs:J~ j) Iii~(~ ~<&.JL l>bJoscfe. ~~lcm S~-t. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

~( 7 f 

~ 
STATE M,,.f). I! a.cL 

I cooE I COUNTY: l-f an_ <ll L 
l CODE 

I I [ 
13. CLASSIFICATION. ( . 

V') CATEGORY 
OWNFRSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

z 
0 

~ 

District ~ Public -0 Public Acquisition: c: Occupied 0 Yes: 

Site 0 Strucrure O Privote 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 0 

~el 0 Being Considered c Preservotion work ~ Object 0 In progreu 0 

_,.,....... u PRESENT USE (Check One or Moro os Approprloto) 

:::::> Agriculturol 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transporta lion D Comments D 
Ct: Commerciol 0 lnduslrial 0 Privale Residence 0 Other (Specify) 0 
~ Eclucorionol 0 Military 0 rReHgiouV 0 
V') 

El'llertoinmcnt 0 Museum D ":>cientific 0 

z 14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS NAME: 

w STREET ANO NUMBER: 

w 
V') CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: l COOE 

I 
Is. l.OCJ.TION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE REGISTRY OF CELT'?:< OFTµE CIRCUIT COUR'f 
STREET ·~~~BRO COUNrY c~ ..... r.-,. : ... U;J._ 40 S. MAIN 51. 
Cl TV OR TOWN: I STATE MARYLAND l COO£ BEL AIR 

I 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE 0<'" NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

16 ~ ~EPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURI/EV: Federol n Srote 0 County 0 Lo~ol D 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: !STATE: l CODE L--

I 

.. .. 
)> ... 
!'.1 

n 
0 
c 
z 
-I 
< 

Ill 
z .. .,, 
;o 

0 < ;o 
z z c "ti J; 

"' Ill c Ill 

~ "' m 

0 
0 
z > r ... -< Ill 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 
J7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
E 

, / ~ (Check On•) 

0 " D Deterioroted O R "c•llent D"'"- Good n F . 
(Cboclc Onel I ulna D Unexposed O 

Altered O k:" Unalter•d "(=D (Ch•clt-~O=""'tn .. ...._1_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT "NO OR Moved 0 / 0 ~ - IGINAL. (If in--' cl rigl,,ol Site 
-~·v PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

INTEGRITY 

j ulr~/ ;~ "cf j.RJ 

J ~-d- IJ(L((. 

m 
m 

z 

0 

z 



z 
0 

1-

u 
r ~ 

0:: 

I-

z 

w 
w 

~_AjlE.LD SHEET 
18· StGNtFICANCE 

PERIOO (Ch•clt One or Mor• •• Appr0prl•I•) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

ie1hrL. 

~entury O 

SPECIFIC OATEISJ (flAppllceblo andKnown) I 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chock One or Moro a A 

Pre hi storlc 0 
Historic 0 

Agriculture 0 
Art 0 
Commerce 0 
Communlcotions 0 
Conservation 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Engine•rlng 

Industry 

Invention 

Landscape 

Architecture 

Literature 

Military 

Music 

u 
0 
0 
0 

0 Sociol/ Humon-

0 i tarian 

0 Theater 

n Transportation 

I 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

Urban Planning 0 
Oth•r (Specify) 0 

.. 



N. R. FIELD SHEET NA-JJ,o 
9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUOE ANO LONG;ITUOE COORDINATE$ 0 

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COOROINATES 

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF 4 PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN ON!". ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LON GI TU OE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 ' . 0 . . 0 ' . 0 ' . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 ' . 0 ' . 
SW Q . 0 . 

LIST ALL STATE$ ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPEf!TIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARI ES 

STllTEI COOE COUNTY COOE 

STATE! COOE COUNTY ! COOE 

STATE! COOE COUNTY 1 COOE 

STATE! CODE COUNTY1 COOE 

11 l . FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

JEAN s. EWING 

ORGANIZ.ATION 

MARYLAND HISTOR!CAL TRUST lOATE 

STREET 4NO NUMBER: 

50 STATE C IRCLE 

CITY OR TOWN I 
STATMARYLAND 

COOE 

ANNAPOLIS 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAHON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic P1eservation Acl o( 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv cert ify that this property LS i.ncluded in the 

89-665). r hereby nominate this property for inclusion Naliona I Register. 

in the Nationa I Register ond certify that 1l hes been 

evoluoled according to the cnterie ond proccw res set 

forth by the National Park Service The recommended 
Chief, omce of Archeology and Histor1c Preservation 

level or significance of this nommatton is: 

National 0 Stole D Local D 

Date 

Numc 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date liate 

m 
m 

z 

-f 

::::0 

c: 
n 
-f 

0 

z 



----

---- ---- ------·-·----~--- -------
SUR\'EY '.\l!~IBER: HA-260 

MARYLA1\D HISTORICAL TRUST 

21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
SHAW HOUSE 
ANNAPOLIS, HARYLAND 21401 

UTM REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

Individual Structure Survey Form 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

PHYSICAL CONDITION 
Excellent CY 
Fair ( ) 

OF STRUCTURE: 
Good ( ) 
Poor: ( ) 

GL\ERAl.. DESCRl?.l'Iu:;: 
Structural Syste~ 

Stone( ~rick( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( 1. Foumlati0:1: 
2. Wall Structure 

3. 

4. 

s. 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 
B. ';food :Searing :~asonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( 1 
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: / 
~all Covering: Clapboard( )Board and BattenC~5Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( 

x~~elty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick V2neer( )Stene Veneer( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Other: 

Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood( )Ir

1
°1// 1Steel( )Concrete( ) 

B. Other: ftJ.Jf;. \~'I 
:~.Jof Covering: Slate(0llood Shingle( ).:\sphalt Shingle( )Sheet ~·'~t.:t:12 ( ',..,. 

l'Lil:: '.::;:i( )R:J-lled( )Ti.le( )Other: 

7. Other: 
Apper:dages: Po:-ches ( '--f'To/,·ers ( ) Cupolas ( )Dor::J.ers ( ) Chimneys ( ) Sheds:, ; ::::_::_3 

Wings ( ) Ct her: kUL Co#... 
Roui St':le: G:.:.:C::.,:( )Hip():-:>'( )Flat( )~'.a.nsarJ( )C.:>:nbrel( )JerK.inlled.:, / 

Saw Tooth ( ) ;.; i t L Y .:>::cir:- r ( )".,'it h Be 11 cast ( ) ;.; i th Par i1 ;:i et ( ) Wit l1 F ;-, :_: .:: :- . 
Othe:.-: 

~;'u::iber of Stories: ___ _j ___ _ 
:.:umber of Ba vs: ____ _2_ _ _X_ I / _____ . 
'pprov-i·nac~ ')1·~ '"S;,.,.,s. :2() / y~ A I/~-
,. . --~'-' '-- I '~''·' ~'--· • tLe--cl-<--;JC/ G2l<Uk.· 

~l-iEE/u TU Slj<C:CTi..?.'.:-:: II LUC.:.\L :\'.-illL)ES: 
t:o Threat(i/1Zonir.»( IRo.:idsf \ :>osic:·.•e>( v'~:e,2::;·.-. 

'"-~-,~-~--~~_,_r_\_.)_~--~._~~_ .. _'-_~_;_:;_~-~-~~~-~---r_a_t_.i._,0-:;_(_) ______ ~1 ..... 1 _·_· ~-: .·_--__ ._~ '_· ___ ,_._~_'-j_,,_~·r_. -: -------· --

I 
., 

! 

' l I 
~ 

i 



' ' -

----·----·----- --~--·--·---- -~~}.: . .!_ - ;.:~- '~~:: .. ------· -

REFERENCES: I 
I 

r-:;~~~:::::::-~~~:--;:::::-;:~~~~~yr,::::::::-:=:::'.:-:'.".':':':-:-:-------------------_.,...,...,:! I HAP: (Indicate North "in Circle) "' SURROLNDING E(\VIR0:-.'::·1ENT: ; 
Open Lane( )~oodland( )Scattered Buildings( )i 

~ 

~/ 
c.:., I 

! \ 
~ 1· ~ ~ 

J~ I 1 
I --:; 
! ~I 

__________ /,~! 

-T 
,I I 

' 

!~foderately Bu:.lt Lp( )~~nselv ~uilt~ ~?:~ ' 
Res id en ti al ( 0Com.':lercial C.-1- - j 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) j 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
C:the~: 

___ 5 
t 



164/27 

100/465 

42/495 

HA-260 

TITLE: 
ST. MARGARET'S CHAPEL AND RECTORY 

1 May 1919 
J. Alphonse Frederick, Baltimore County 

to 
James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of 
Baltimore 
3 a.+ the land on which the chapel and 
Pastor's residence stand 

7 January 1901 
Thomas Robinson, trustee 

to 
Alphonse Frederick 

7 April 1881 
Edwin H. Webster 

to 
Laura c. Raitt 
by 20/342 1868 Webster registered a 
deed by which he promised to convey 
the property to Cassandra Raitt (she 
had paid him $1000) or her heirs. She 
died and left it to Laura Raitt (1870, 
will 8/154). This deed confirms 20/342 • 
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