
Meadow Farm 
Conowingo Road 
Darlington, MD 21034 

HA-280 

This frame and stone house, though obviously old, does not 
appear to match measurements given on the 1798 Federal Tax List 
under either Aquila Massey or Isaac Massey. Isaac Massey is 
assessed as owning a stone house with a wood kitchen but the 
present stone house is difficult to measure due to additions in 
the rear. The 1814 Maryland Tax List is too incomplete to 
ascertain the existance of this house at that time either. 

The large frame unit is thought to have been built in the 
1830's by one of the Massey's. Their name shows as the owner of 
this house on both the 1858 Jennings and Herrick Map, as well 
as the Martenet Map of 1878. 

The house is located on a portion of the large tract of land 
called "Phillip's Purchase," which was patented by Thomas Tench, 
the grandfather of Col. Nathan Rigbie. Aquila Massey's widow, 
Sarah, is said to have married Col. Nathan Rigbie's son, Col. 
James Rigbie. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The i:.ouse on Neado·,1 ?"3.r.:1 is located off Route 1, Conowin?;o Road in J?rlington. 
It faces northe?st. 

:'.'he l<ir£"est unit of this !-louse is a two and one h3.lf s+:ory clapboard struc­
ture built onto high rubble stone foundations. ::'he basement is lighted. rhe 
unit is three bays by two. 

I'his portion of the house is believea to have been built between 1825 to 
1830. ":'he gable flank slate roof has a box cornice and wide eaves. A corbeled 
brick chir.mey is located on the eastern slope and the western slope of the roof's 
south end. "'hese are on the inside gable end. Two pedimented gable dormers 
are loce.ted o:r: tne eas"':.ern s~o-:;e of the roof. Sashes are six lights over six 
with the m:roer sash beinz sli;shtly curved. "'he dormers' roof and sides are slate 
covered. 

This unit of the house is laid out in a side through hall floor plan. I'he 
principle entrance is on the eastern facade. :'he wide, Dute:-~ door has a four 
li~ht transom overhead. :'he corresponding door on the west is also large: it 
has six small moulded "!'.Janels on the unper part and t· . .,ro larger panels on the lmJer. 
13oth doors h3-ve brass and iron box locks. Each door has a one story entrance 
porch with square cohi"l'ms. The porch on the east has seven steps leading up 
to the entrance landin~. 

'.·!indows through out this un.it h'lve six over six sashes. ::'he windows have 
louvered shutters. The b-10 1.mper level windows 'md attic windows on the south 
gable end are nestled between the chimneys. ~'u.'1. enclosed porch runs the length of 
the south g:i.ble end at the first elew~tion. ''.'his summer norch was added aroun.d ::;_395. 

Inside, the house has b;o rooms o£'f t!'le side through hall. "Sa.ch room is 
approximately 17 square feet. mr:is unit has its origin3-l ~ine floors. ?irenlaces 
are in each room on the first and second elevation. The fireplaces in the east 
rooms have been altered for use by the furnace. 

-='he hall stairway is located in the south•.,:est corner. It has a nlain 
handrail and newel and low treds. ~ door has been cut into the ~all at the ton 
of the stairs for access to a bedroom in a unit added in about 1880. An entrance 
to the next unit is neci.r the center o:~ the north wall. .'.'":is has an ei~ht panel 
door. ';:'he next unit is O'! a much lower level t".l:m the first. 

-r'ne mi.ddle unit is three bays long and two stories high. It is built onto 
lm,; rubblestone foundations. -::'he U..7li t had originally been one story but its 
roof was raised in the 1800's. ~e first elevation's east facade is stuccoed, 
walls elsewhere are plain clapboard. ''1indows on the west facade are six lights 
over six md have louvered shutters. /;, wide, plain door•:1ay is in the center 
bay. -:::'he door is not ori§;inal. "Phe slate roof is gable flank and there is a 
corbeled brick chimney located at its north inside end. 

':'he west facade of this unit was altered in the 1880 1 s by the Evans family. 
i'':!O small, 6/6 windows are near this side's north end. .:.. wide door with a four 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This frame and stone house, though obviously old, does not appear to match 
measur911ents given on the 1798 Federal Tax List under either Aquila Massey or 
Isaac Massey. Isaac Massey is assessed as owning a stone house with a wood kitchen 
but the present stone house is difficult to measure due to additions in the rear. 
The 1814 Maryland Tax List is too incomplete to ascertain the existance of this house 
at that time either. 

The large frame unit is thought to have been built in the 1830's by one of 
the Massey's. Their name shows as the owner of this house on both the 1858 Jennings 
and Herrick Map, as well as the Martenet Map of 18?8. 

The house is located on a portion of the large tract of land called "Phillip's 
.2urchase," which was patented by Thomas Tench, the grandfather of Col. Nathan 

igbie. Aquila Massey's widow, Sarah, is said to have married Col. Nathan Rigbie's 
son, Col. James Rigbie. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 45 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This property is bordered by Rt. 1 Conowingo Road on the South, Rt. 623 
on the west and the property of John A. Silver on the north. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Gra;i-cor: Joh:-i ;~. 3ilver and I·!arjorie A. 

Srantee: 
Acrea~~e: 

Silver, his wife 
'.:~sther !J. Jaeger and Roger Silver 
45 acres ~ore or less 

Grantor: Fra.'l.cis s. Sil'ler, et al 
Grantee: John A. Silver 

3ran tor: Last '.-Jill and '".°estame:-it o: .Sdi th 
',tf. S. Silver 

Gra::1tee: '!er children: "my residence 
nronerty known as "t·':eadow ?arm" 
and all far~ing equi:ment thereon 
to all ~y c~ildren survivint, me 
in equal shares." 

Grantor: ~. Algernon Svans, et al, substi­
tute trustee 

Grantee: ~dith j.S. Silver 

Granter: '1anna "S. :;:vans and Last '";ill 
an:1 ".'estament 0£' "hom':ls ':vans, 
deceased 

Grantee: Sdith ·;.:). Silver 

Gr:mtor: Jo!J.r.. ''Jistar and Jonathan Svans 
Grantee: Sanna 3. ~vans 

Granter: Catherine Svans 
Grantee: ,Tohn '.Jistar 0nd Jonathan .::;vans 

·'.}ran.tor: Last ·:.'ill and :'es'::ament of Thomas 
:::van.s, deceased 

Gr0.ntee: Catherine ~vans 
Acrea~e: 3uildings 

Gr3.ntor: 
Gra.-ritee: 
,.;creage: 

•}rnntor: 
(}ran tee: 
Acreac;e: 

Isaac Massey 
Aauila Massey 
"Phillip's "Purchase" 

Heirs of James Rigbie (deceased) 
Isaac ~fassey 
"Phillip's Purchase" 



;::i..- '.?o,o 
Descrintion ••••• continued 

light tr:;;_nsom is near the cen:er "Jlrl a ·"·indow near the south end is eight 
lights over eight. '='he second elevation of this facade hangs over 
the first elevation and is su~ported by four square columns. ~he overhang 
is about one foot. A three sided bay has been added to the second elevation 
there are bm 6/6 windo.,.;s on the bay. ·"' pedimented center gable is directly 
over this bay. It has an oval, louvered vent in the center. On the north 
end is a rhamond-shci.ped, 101ivered, vent. 3eneath that is a pair of 6/6 
windo'.-;s. Ch·rn -es in the roof slone are highly visible on the west fac;ide. 

Insir3e this unit is divided into two rooms on each floor. A kitchen 
and dining room are on the :irst floor. .\ kitchen is in the west room 
a!ld is incorporated into the 1°'30's addition. ·nhe dining room is in the 
original kitchen. ·"'· fireplace is located on the north wall and wind in;; 
stairs are boxed into the northwest corner of the roo~. 

Sarmel 'fason, Jr., a rel3tive of the Svans Family, wrote in !1is 
Ristoric'il .Sketches of t{arfora County, "·::'he dwelling was built in two 
uarts, the larger probably about 1830 while the central section and kitchen 
··rP.re st"1noing during the revolution. ':'he kitchen, previous to recent 
3lterations, wris not log but built of frame with he1.-m sla~rn of poplar dropped 
between the studding; qnd these were then we:qtherboarded over. This method 
of buil'iing antedates the lor; c"lbin where the land was settled by 'Snglish 
people ",s ~he:r built frame house;:; ,.Ji th filled interstices in Jigland and 
habits :cire hard to ch.1nge." 

.'.. priv?te apartment 'vit'.1 a sepqrate entrance has been constructed 
out of the rubble stone 3nd fr3me unit which "'as a storage unit for the 
house. It has been altered drastically. 
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