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Meadow Farm
Conowingo Road
Darlington, MD 21034

This frame and stone house, though obviously old, does not
appear to match measurements given on the 1798 Federal Tax List
under either Aquila Massey or Isaac Massey. Isaac Massey is
assessed as owning a stone house with a wood kitchen but the
present stone house is difficult to measure due to additions in
the rear. The 1814 Maryland Tax List is too incomplete to
ascertain the existance of this house at that time either.

The large frame unit is thought to have been built in the
1830's by one of the Massey's. Their name shows as the owner of
this house on both the 1858 Jennings and Herrick Map, as well
as the Martenet Map of 1878.

The house is located on a portion of the large tract of land
called "Phillip's Purchase," which was patented by Thomas Tench,
the grandfather of Col., Nathan Rigbie. Aquila Massey's widow,
Sarah, is said to have married Col. Nathan Rigbie's son, Col.
James Rigbie.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house on Meadow Tarm is located off Route 1, Conowingo Road in Darlington.
It faces northe=ast.

The larcgest unit of this house is a two and one half s*tory clapboard struc-
ture built onto high rubble stone foundations. The basement is lighted. The
unit is three bays by two.

This portion of the house is believed to have been built between 1825 to
1830, The gable flank slate roof has a box cornice and wide eaves. 4 corbeled
brick chimney is located on the eastern slope and the western slope of the roof's
south end. These are on the inside gable end. Two pedimented zable dormers
are loczted on the eastern slorve of the roof. Sashes are six lights over six
with the uovver sash beins slizhtly curved. The dormers' roof and sides are slate
covered,

This unit of the house is laid out in a side through hall floor plan. The
principle entrance is on the eastern facade. The wide, Dutch door has a four
light transom overhead. The corresoonding door on the west is also large: it
has six small moulded vanels on the upper part znd two larger vanels on the lower.
Both doors have brass and iron box locks. Rach door has a one story entrancse
porch with sguare columns. The porch on the east has seven steps leading up
to the entrance landing.

indows through out this unit have six over six sashes. The windows have
louvered shutters. The two uvper level windows =2nd attic windows on the south
gable end are nestled between the chimneys. in enclosed vorch runs the length of
the south gable end at the first elevation. This summer vorch was added around 1895.

Inside, the house has two rooms off the side *through hall. Tach room is
approximately 17 square feet. This unit has its original vine floors. Tirevlaces
are in each room on the first and second elevation. The fireplaces in the east

rooms have been altered for use by the furnace.

The hall stairway is located in the southwest corner. It has a vlain
handrail and newel and low treds. A door has been cut into the wall =zt the tov
of the stairs for zccess to a bedroom in a unit added in about 1230, An entrance
to the next unit is near the center of the north wall. This has an eight panel
door. The next unit is on a much lower level than the first.

The middle unit is three bays long and two stories high. It is built onto
low rubblestone foundations. The unit had originally been one story but its
roo® was raised in the 1800's. The first elevation's east facade is stuccoed,
walls elsewhere are plain clapboard. 'Yindows on the west facade are six lights
over six and have louvered shutters. A4 wide, plain doorway is in the center
bay. ~“he door is not original. The slate roof is gable flankx and there is a
corbeled brick chimney located at its north inside end.

The west facade of this unit was altered in the 1580's by the Zvans family.
T™vo small, 6/6 windows are near this side's north end. 4 wide door with a four
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B} SIGNIFICANCE
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—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

_—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This frame and stone house, though obviously o0ld, does not appear to match
measurements given on the 1798 Federal Tax List under either Aquila Massey or
Isaac Massey. Isaac Massey is assessed as owning a stone house with a wood kitchen
but the present stone house is difficult to measure due to additions in the rear.
The 1814 Maryland Tax List is too incomplete to ascertain the existance of this house
at that time either.

The large frame unit is thought to have been built in the 1830's by one of
the Massey's. Their name shows as the owner of this house on both the 1858 Jennings
and Herrick Map, as well as the Martenet Map of 1878.

The house is located on a portion of the large tract of land called "Phillip's
..Purchase,'" which was patented by Thomas Tench, the grandfather of Col. Nathan
igbie. Aquila Massey's widow, Sarah, is said to have married Col. Nathan Rigbie's
son, Col. James Rigbie.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 45 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property is bordered by Rt. 1 Conowingo Road on the South, Rt. 623
on the west and the property of John A. Silver on the north.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Susan M. Deeney, Field Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic District Commission April, 1978

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

102 South Hickorv Avenue 838-6000, ext. 207
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Bel Air Marvliand 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION

_ NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State [] Local [}
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
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Keeper of The National Register
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Yer children: 'my residence
proverty known as '"Meadow Farm"
and zll farming equirment thereon
to all my children surviving me
in equal shares,"

¥, Algernon Zvans, et al, substi-
tute trustee
Zdith W.S. Silver

Hanna RB. Hvans and Last 'ill
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Hanna 3. Zvans
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Last Will and Testament of Thomas
Svans, deceas=d

Catherins Zvans
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Heirs of James Rigbie {deceased)
Isaac Massey
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1A-2%0
Descrivntion.....continued

light transom is near the center and a window near the south end is eight
lights over eight. The second elevation of this facade hangs over

the first elevation and is sunrported by four square columns. The overhang
is about sne foot. 4 three sided bay has been added to the second elevation
there are two 6/6 windows on the bay. 4 pedimented center gable is directly
over this bay. It has an oval, louvered vent in the center. On the north
end is 2 diamond-shaped, louvered, vent. Beneath that is a vair of 6/6
windows., Chan-es in the roof slove are highly visible on the west facade.

Inside this unit is divided into two rooms on each fleor. A kitchen
and dining room are on the first floor. A kitchen is in the west room
and is incorporated into the 1%%0's addition. The dining room is in the
original kitchen. A fireplace is located on the north wall and winding
stairs are boxed into the northwest corner of the room.

Samuel Mason, Jr., a relative of the %vans Familv, wrote in his
Historical Sketches of Harford County, "The dwelling was built in two
varts, the larger probably about 1530 while the central section and kitchen
were standing during the revolution. The kitchen, previous to recent
alterztions, was not log but built of frame with hewn slabs of poplar dropped
between the studding; and these were then weatherboarded over. This method
of building zntedates the log cabin where the land was settled by English
people as they built frame houses with filled interstices in Zngland and
habits are hard to change."

A

4 private apartment with a separate entrance has been constructed
out of the rubble stone and frame unit which was 3 storage unit for the
house. It has been altered drastically.
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Darlington, MD 21034
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