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Second National Bank Building 
(Cameron & Reed Offices) 
30 Office Street 
Bel Air 
Private 

1870, 1888, 1932 

All of the buildings around Courthouse Square are good 
examples of adaptive reuse; perhaps this well-bred Greek Revival 
structure has changed the most. It was built in 1870 by John 
Armstrong. Victorian in form, it was first a tavern until local 
option laws rendered liquor illegal if not scarce. In 1888 it 
was completely renovated - but still Victorian - and became the 
home of the newly incorporated Second National Bank. After the 
bank moved up the street in 1901, the building was given over to 
law offices, a use that continues today. Its classical cloak 
dates to the present century. This distinctive building recapi­
tulates the enterprises traditionally clustered around the 
Courthouse: taverns, banks, and law offices. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
HA-282 
1302824511 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

Second National Bank Building. 
AND/OR COMMON 

30 Office Street 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 office Street 
CITY. rowN 

Bel Air 
STATE 

_VICINITY OF 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC X.occUPIED 

X..PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

JC.YES. RESTRICTED 

_YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

IEf OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

30 ·of-fice "S't.-- Inc. 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Office St~~et ·· 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel !jr 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

DATE 

1st 
CONGRESSIONAL DI STRICT 

_c;ouNTY 

Harford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

lkoMMERCIAL ~-PARK 
_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE, zip code 
Maryland 2:1014 ,1 , 

Liber #:543 
Folio #:266, 268 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

x_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

1888 & 1932 

~, I 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story aluminum sided building with a hipped roof and off­
center chimney is on the north east corner of Off ice and Bond Streets in 
Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. It was built in 1870 and extensively 
renovated in 1888 and 1932. Its present appearance and floor plan is the 
result of the 1932 renovation. No photo of the former configuration has 
been located, but archival and structural evidence suggest that the first 
floor plan was two rooms on a northern axis upstairs and down with or · 
without a porch on the Bond Street (west) side. A small encl;sed stairway 
runs up the east side of the back (north) room. The building was first 
used as a tavern and the owner lived upstairs. The present hall and 
open string, single run staircase possibly a result of the 1888 renovation, 
but that stair was described as being in the Queen Anne style, so this 
stair may be from the 1932 renovation. After the 1888 renovation the 
building had a porch on the west which was enclosed in the 1932 renovation 
at the time the building's present Greek Revival appearance was constructed. 
Between 1888 and 1932 the floor plan consisted of one longitudinal room 
on a northern axis downstairs. This was the banking room of the Second 
National Bank of Bel Air. It had a counter of polished red oak by Joseph 
Thomas & Son of Baltimore, the bottom part of which was paneled,with a 
cage of polished brass wire. In the northern end of the room were two 
small enclosures of wire screen for the cashier's office and a consulting 
room. Upstairs were two rooms, one the president's office and the other 
the directors' room. 

The present look of the building is from the 1932 renovation. The 
(then) frame structure is five bays on Office Street and four on Bond 
Street. The shape is that of a fat and warped L caused by the projectic 
of the enclosed porch into the right of way of Bond ptreet and the addition 
of a bathroom and office on the north end of the Bond Street side. The 
windows are double-hung sash, 6/6 flanked by decorative shutters. The 
entry is in the second bay from the west end of the Office Street elevation. 
The door has six panels and is framed in sidelights of three panes and a 
four pane top light with single pane corner blocks. A stone foundation 
can be seen on the Bond Street side. 

The present interior downstairs dates from 1932. To the east of the 
hall are two rooms, the south room is an office and is slightly larger than 
the north room which is used as a conference room. The stairway rises in 
the west side of the hall. The cellar stair is underneath and a small 
bathroom is opposite the cellar door. The enclosed porch is devided into 
several rooms of irregular shape, the first, almost triangular, is the 
reception room. The second floor plan echoes the first, but the division of 
the eastern rooms may date from the 1888 arrangement. An open stair to the 
attic occupies the west half of the hall. The stairrails, balusters, and 
newel posts look earlier than Queen Anne. 

A large irregularly shaped attic and a cellar under the eastern 
four bays complete the interior of the building, but a passageway to th 
very irregularly shaped building next door (#28 Office Street) also owned 
by 30 Office Street, Inc., was constructed to the north of #30 in the 
early 1970's. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-Q SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-1500-1599 --AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS 

-1600-1699 )C..ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

-1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING 

X 1800-1899 }C.COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

X1900. _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFICDATES 1870; 1888; 1932 BUILDER1XJC090ECX John Armstrong 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

- This pleasant Greek Revival structure harbors within it an older 
Victorian structure. Captain Richard Bouldin sold the lot to John 
Armstrong in the fall of 1869. By the fall of 1870 Armstrong was building 
the east part of the present structure for use as a tavern and restaurant. 
He lived above the public rooms. The local option law of 1875 theoreti­
cally dried Bel Air up, although the newspapers of the day suggest a great 
deal of "business as usual". At any rate the tavern business was rendered 
illegal. The following year Armstrong mortgaged the premises to the 
Bel Air Mutual Building Association #1. He defaulted on the mortgage and 
...... ,e property was sold to Millard F. Minnick in August 1886. Short of a 
~nth later he sold it to Stevenson Archer who sold it in December 1888 to 

the Second National Bank. 
The Second National Bank of Bel Air, as one might suspect, Bel Air's 

~econd bank, was organized in 1888 with a capital of $60,000. J.T.C • 
. opkins was elected president, and Frank S. Evans, former bookkeeper of 

the Harford National Bank, became cashier. The bank renovated the Armstrong 
uilding and moved in late in the year. In May of 1889 Walter Finney became 

cashier on the death of Frank Evans. Later that year the bank bought.the 
lot next east on Office Street on which stood the notorious Red Fiddle, 
"a white elephant" or speakeasy whose patrons had rendered the night 
profane in spite (or perhaps because of) local option. The bank razed the 
building and the lot remained empty until William Robinson bought it in 
1912 and built his office building there. 

The bank continued at 30 Office Street until it built the building at 
12 Office Street in 1900. In 1901 the 30 Office Street building was sold 
to w. Beatty Harlan for $2500. Harlan was a local attorney, the son of 
pr. David Harlan of Churchville and brother of Judge Henry David Harlan. 
The building became law offices, a function it continues to the present 
day. The property passed to Richard Dallam, president of the Harford 

-Mutual Fire Insurance Co., in 1912, to J. Myrckle Wells in April 1917 and 
to William Robinson, who owned #28 next door in October 1917. In 1932 
the law firm of Philip Close and Frank H. Jacobs, Jr., bought and exten­
sively remodeled the building giving it the present configuration. 

In 1960 Josephs. Jacobs, brother and heir of Frank H. Jacobs, Jr., 
-0ld a half interest in the property to 30 Office Street, Inc., the present 
.1ners. The other half was conveyed to the corporation by Brodnax Cameron 

the same month. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA ! •.• ~; .1 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This parcel occupies parcel 829 in the Town of Bel Air. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES ,-

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

M. Larew,. Architectural Historian . 
ORGANIZATION 

Town of Bel Air 
STREET & NUMBER 

39 Hickory, Ave ..... 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bel Air 

_- :1. ,, J .1.' 

24, January 1979 
DATE 

838-8.7QO 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act .o~ the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code .. o'f Maryland~ Article 41, sectl.:on:·l'81 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1 



HA-282 

Neither the exterior nor much of the interior of this building 
can be seen as dating to earlier than 1932. The original fabric is 
under there, but its appearance is much different today. 

(#7 cont'd) 
page 2 of 2 



HA-282 

The history of this building almost recapitulates the history of the 
street on which it stands - tavern, bank, and law offices - all businesses 
~istorically centered around the courthouse. While its exterior has been 
~adically changed, it provides a visually attractive and sturdy anchor to 
Office Street, a street of pleasant, human scale buildings which have been 
the locations of most of Bel Air's commercial history. 

(#8 cont'd) 
page 2 of 2 
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SURVEY NUNBER: HA-282 MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE 
SHAW HOUSE 

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER~ 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

Individual Structure Survey Form 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 30 Office St. 

COUNTY: Harford ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME; 
TOWN: Bel Air 
LOCATION: 30 Office St. PRESENT USE: of-F; c<=>c: 

Bel Air, Maryland 21014 ORIGINAL USE: tavern 
ARCHITECT/~ 

COMMON NAME: 30 Office St. 
BUILDER/~O'IDC:X 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Commercial John Arrnstrona 
OWNER: 30 Off ice St. I Inc. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
ADDRESS:30 Off ice St. Excellent (X) Good ( ) 

Bel Air Md. 21014 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: Architecture 
Yes ( ) No ( ) Restricted (X) STYLE: as remodeled 1930's Greek 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT: /Revival 
Local (X) State ( ) National ( ) 1870 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone(X)Brick( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 

c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 
3. Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 

Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum(X)Asphalt Shingle( ) 

Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: WoodOC) Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(X) Sheet Metal ( ) 40 

Built Up( )Rolled( ) Tile( )Other: 
6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells( ) 
Wings ( ) Other: 

Roof Style: Gable( ) Hip (X) Shed ( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )V.rith Monitor( )With Bellcast( )With Parapet ( )With False ?ront( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 2 
:\umber of Bays: r; Entrance Location: Office St. 
Approximate Dimensions: 21' x 39' 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: ~ 

No Tnreat(X)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive(x)Negative( ) i 
Development( )Deterioration( ) '.-fixed ( ) Other: J 

Alteration ( ) Other: i 

' 



, I :: ~:ro:::o::::::cr::~:~:::uc:::::::::IP:;o:~ 18 70 tavern bldg. NA j / ;, 

Most of interior changed then: porch enclosed, bathroom added -
downstairs east rooms renovated. Staircase 1888? Architrave door 

' surrounds, Greek Revival entry added. 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

Pass through to #28 added in 1970's 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Tavern, bank, law offices. 

REFERENCES: 

~r:::-:--::~~:---:-~::-:--:-:------n---------------------_J MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 

~· 
--;::, 
;. -
~ 

I 
....::._ 

i 
I 
I 

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( ) 
Moderately Built Up( )Densely Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Commercial(X) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

M. Larew 
RECORDED BY: 

Town of Bel Air 
ORGANIZATION: 

25 January 1979 
DATE RECO.E\DED: 
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543/266 

543/268 

223/412 

158/39 

145/127 

137/280 

H.1\-282 

TITLE 
30 Off ice Street 
owners: Thirty Office Street, Inc. 

4 January 1960 
Brodnax Cameron & Julia Duryea Sprigg Cameron 

to 
30 Office Street, Inc. 
1/2 interest 

8 January 1960 
Joseph s. Jacobs, Widower 

to 
30 Office Street, Inc. 
1/2 interest 

19 July 1932 
William E. Robinson & Mary, w. 

to 
Philip H. Close & Frank H. Jacobs, Jr., Trustees 
for law firm 

1 October 1917 
J. Myrckle Wells & Lida, 

to 
William E. Robinson 
$2600 

23 April 1917 
Richard Dallam & Josephine 

to 
J. Myrckle Wells 
$2200 

26 June 1912 
w. Beatty Harlan & wife Mabel 

to 
Richard Dallam 
This is the "Second National Bank" lot - see 
plat 102/358; also known as lots 1 & 2 
on the Smith-Webster plat (139/57) 



102/356 

63/122 

62/355 

57/142 

56/454 

23/140 

18/10 

4 September 1901 
Second National Bank 

to 
w. Beatty Harlan 
$2500 

14 January 1889 

HA-282 

Richard E. Bouldin & Martha W. & Allen 
Hoffman 

to 
2nd National Bank 
$1825 
(This is lot #2 on SW Plat) 

10 December 1888 
Stevenson Archer & Jane W. 

to 
2nd National Bank 
$1800 
Corner of Bond & Office Street 
lot today 

25 October 1886 
Milliard F. Minnick 

to 
Stevenson Archer 
$1000 
(same lot as 62/355) 

31 August 1886 

30 Off ice Street 

Stevenson Archer & George Van Bibber Trustees . ' in Bel Air Mutual Bldg. Assoc. #1 vs. 
John Armstrong & w. (F/177, 1876) 

to 
Millard F. Minnick 

5 November 1869 
Richard E. Bouldin & w. 

to 
John Armstrong 

Charles D. Bouldin & Mary, w. 
to 

Richard E. Bouldin 
$670.18 
the larger lot 

Page 2 of 3 



12/211 

17/273 

11/189 

3/508 

1/32 

P615 

I56 

16 March 1861 
Otho Scott 

to 
Charles D. Bouldin 
$500 

4 September 1834 
Ephraim Little 

to 
Otho Scott 

H.1\-282 

$1030 - 2 pieces including the 30 Office Street 
lot described: where the store house and printing 
office stands (the Lee Lot - #20 Office St.) 

23 January 1828 
William Richardson to Ephraim Lytle 
& Daniel wann 
part of Lot #8 in the Bel Air plat 
$600 

30 November 1819 
Robert Richardson 

to 
William Richardson 
$100 
part of #8 on Bel Air plat 
74'3" on Bond Street x 120'1" along the 
Thomas Hays lot 

Buckler Bond 3 March 1817 
to 

Robert Richardson 
$180 
improvements 
all of #8 but the 28 x 74.25 lot at Main & Office 

part of 
7 March 1802 
Jacob Norris 

to 
Buckler Bond 
L30 Current 
part of #8 and all of #5 

Acquilla Scott 5 December 1789 
to 

Jacob Norris 
LlO Current 
#5 & #8 except the corner lot on Main Street 

Page 3 of 3 
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Tms DEED , wade this 19th day of .•uly , in the year 1~32 , b~ ':'IILLr;.,:.: F. . RC!1:::s:;N cine\ 

nr:Y R. , hi s Wlfu , o f Horfo,;d (;ount:• , ~tato of i•aryln1~d , r:irtit'.'G 01' the first part , hP..i'~i;.nfi.or 

culled " Oro.ntors" a nu PHil.IP 11. CJ.OS'£ C\l\d l"R!tllr'f.'. II . l.t.Cv~~; , JR ., ct' sllld comity o.r1d ::>t£1-to, it·u::tu"':;, 

parties of tlte second pr.r t , hereinafter called "Tru3l:J•'3S" , 

WI'.CT:E;:.SETil , that in considoral.ion of tho nnm of Ten D~llars, ca.:it. 1n h:ind p1"1~ t-y snld 

'!rlt~tc~s . tc ::aid vranto1·.s tte receipt 1~hcrcof is hP.rcby f\cl nov:lcc1c;ed , 3.ncl of the prc•v1r!rni:: ht:'rr·-

J1:arter co:its.1n~d, and for div 1·s othe;r .~ood !U1<'. valu~ble considerations mol'in~; bct~:een t.;.~ sc1d 

s id ·1·rusteeo , and their su,.cesso:-s , heir:; end r.~sit,;ns , alJ tt:nt lot; of l~n~ n1tcat•: 111 tr.a ':c·:m 

of .-,ol Air 1:1 S"id 1Jount~r 1n posses!'ion of the s:nd Grtuit.c .s , rn1c t~ieir ;.r:::ciece~~or~ in lil..le 

sincn tho decC.. 1·1·o:;i Richard .. :Bouldin and Tlifo to .101111 .1rn1s"tronf, dnteC. th~ ~7th d:.:· of ~E'pt.eab~:r, 

lfJu9 c.nd recorded on the 51.b uay of .. C\ver:.bcr , 106~ an:01w the: 1.o.nd Recorc:i r..f s&.i<l l oui1::; iu J Her 

1-.. L. J . l~o . 23, :·0110 J40, ttnd m:c:nm:nc for the i:.ar~c at the soutt~1cst corr.r:r of the ~:c~c r.ull 

of the building fo!':.~erly the old Soconu NRt1'·neJ t:'~nk r1uild111r; , formerly t 110 re~iccn'!e of ~c.iti 

Armstrona, '"'h'cl sr:i~ corm.1 1~ ut the l'r.d or the .:>cmth 32 d•!C ... "! · !'-0 1:11m1tcn l'!;t.~1. t1·5/i.0 .. 11" 1cot 

folio:>:>, arid running thenC'c ;11tt1 t;!lO uoxt tll1:-cce:dinr, l'!:w of :>&id Lot.No . 1 , ·.;ith !'llld llincH11c 

on tllc so-called nM·thc1•ly side of lff1cc :;t::.-oet, r:u.cncti~1.1lly to .-ie.tc , r:o~·th e:; cl':)i'·-:-ccs ~·~> u'n·· 

ittou "'.as1. 30 l/l1ll.h fc ct to tho encl cf ti:!icl 11110, ti.en l~nv.ir!B tl.c :a:ici. r o..~th..i.:.l •• ~1 · :·f t..f~1cc 

St:-e<3t nnd runninr~ 1'or a new divjc!illC line. t!.rc1ur;h t!1a lots 01' f:aid li;.·cr,tc;·!: all: r;. 1.l''Ot'-t; :f:.:-.t 

:..0•1't.•rl:. rJck of u nthPr bricY h•~ll c"' -;•1d c.!'f~cc b•1ildi· ..... t rigl.t; r111,lc: lu 1 ju ,J1 t::. 11 rilirrF 

lrld' , .. oll , the:n •·Jtl ~nd Ur1d1r(' on tnc:... utlr-rl; riQ· o" Hs1d otl.:r lJ·i~~. rtull r.d ,)1!, t .• 1 !'1 

r ccut!ur~y :J l!o f.''clCTl(':'1 i.:.nd £.Xt" du :Jo th&~ cl Cl'• t .;c t~n'Jt.e~ ·e.t. 5'1·'i5/l00l''l l•">•t tr r .tr 

OJ 01 Lu '.Ol'~ll. llCO~, t! \.!• 

encl ~:1th ct.cl bll! 1rr 1n t»r n••sr ttc Prthr·••1 L r· · 

·' i" <'t• ;::.- :il .. o l. z:;•i1cl 1 t rt •. rl: ! 1 'c of '!:} 

• • t ( :., ·~ i- n :._ ~, mint! t.t : .. ,, .... L tc :... • • L' 1 c:· · 1. r 

<' Y- l • cl d r. ~ t • .., c: -: r <':; • 1 \ • • c R r • f -l't /1 oo· o "t tr l c c or 1 

!.l I 1 t.r ... !:;n1l r . r 1 y r-.1 .. 1 .1 'C: , -\• .l l , ,'I l Y ! , 1 ~·,., . . •! 

1 • t1 r" I : , t1 t • u ' d • , l u ct: . ' u 1 ~ -:- t • (I CJ• I I" .! f l! 1 11' t." to b•· 

•' t. Cl !'c1l l C' .r1 :. • c1 • !" , • !: t 1.. • 1. ' - (' .1r, · l 1 ~·!~ t. .,; 

,. 
• rin , 1 t. ' l,'l • I rt ti Cf I,. 't• I:. r, ' ''1 t I • 1 Pr ( 1' r f 

;. • Ji. f'r:i. 1. 1 11 . ' ' .. c.. ! ' ., r I '• • T flt 

'. 1,clt.dtJ o , r 1 " r L • l l I r r "i I • I 

• r 

t.• 

.. . 
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7!Ul.1.ar1 idch:~l'd:ion to t:phl'C1l:_ I ltla Ulltl ii' ll~( l \lrtJll,, 'l.. t=d lh:J : :'>r.:1 day Of ,Jt..:-.Uf'\.!.·y , ll :.J. t !IC. 

recC>rd~d os af<'rc::.a.id in Lil>c:r t!. u. r10. 11 , folio lPt. And :rn :.ell t.t.ecther 'l'.'1 th all nu~ :- Jlli-

\llur tlle ways, ro:1da, streot:i, alle;·s und. cu:cuent::; , jlrivilor,o:.i nncl nrnmrtonnnces b•Jlonr1.t, or 

in anj'\'1i~e app<1rt:i1. ninB to 1·111 d lot he1ehy ~ntendc•d h) bo convc:.·e:~, end urahlu o•· cuJ•abk -.r uc~ 

in c:C'nt11.:ction tllorewi th , or nny part therf'<'f , end 111 i:cr ticular I.he l'iCht 1md i;::iSt1mout t o con -

strt• ct l:lnd coni1nu.?usly r...:11ntnin froc1 tho lot a1'ore:m1t1 hereby intended to Lt. r.C'nvoy;::d GnC. froru 

th e buildings thereon, an underground cove rod drbi n or drains to carry off from nd d 11rf,n:i sen mn e ­

by conveyed wast.e or drip or i.;ur1'ace r:c.t(;r cmd ser.ugr! !lnd empty und dapos1.t <;t'lid niter end nwwr,o 

matter 1n the r.oll cistern or cesspool or any r1cdi1 Lon the1·cto hereufter ceded or cor.r.~~cl"d t!H~r"­

witli , nituate either beneath the said wing of said cffice bu1ldin;.; e;;:tcnc!tr.c; tovmrds .i.on1l Street, 

or on othe r contigucus land ol' said ri1llimJ 1 . • noh'l.nson dc~'Cribed in the afornsllicl deed::; to him 

froo ::.mi th 11ebster 1:ompany nnd 1·ror;; "1chttrd uallnM. •1·0 HA~ .',ND 'l'C HOLD to tt.e ~'n1d l'hilir .H . 

Close and .l"ranlt H. Jacobs • .Ir., rrust~es, tneir succc«>sors • heir::: e:.nd am.lt:;ns. 1 n i·ee si.J;!rlc, 

absolute, out S\1bjuct to 'tho f l'lllo~irig b~~ldll1g r<•s c;-1~ti.-n upo1.1 i.;aid l•1ncls hcn:by 1ntt'fll<:>\1 to 

be conveyed cs c.1'o,·e described, and intc v:hnIJ'ISP:>V<'r r-~ic'. lot r:':Jy ro.sn or ae~N·!'lrl , ttiat 1.s to 

say,:- r10 addition to tnn pro:.-ent builaini::. on ssia let hcl'eby 1ntcn~cd to bu convc~'C'<l, Gr.certinr: 

eaves or spoutinr,a, r.1ndmv shut1e:i's or bos(>ra~nt entrance•::. sbulJ b£ cor.:::tructed alrn!:; ttw rorth-

westnrl y sid" or nnj d buildine; 1'01· one-hr lf tho dft. trrncr, ther~of, or 13-6/10 1·eet, n1000;1reu 

r"' =--out.hv,c::iterly 1·ron the Northel'ly cc r1 ..... r tilf':-!:of, nearer to t?1c Sc.iut.herly or South<.cntc-:·1 ~· sido of 

sriid other bric}: u1ll of se.id off11'e builuing then ~;,elH: (121 i'r.ct Ii.'91-'SUrcd at ri --ht a: r.le~ 

r ~outhe:wtt:rly J.rOl'I s~:id wull, b".lt any addHic•1 to na1d :ren&l111ng one-hulf, or 15-5/lf) f'e€.t, r..f 

salt! :;.ide or said }resent builuing, _as r1c1J ae crny c.dcit)o!t to the southwo!;t.erly stdc.. or S!'ii<l 

r 

. 
present bu!1<11n~ either cont1auous or c.d.1ucent tc• 1 t, or an u<.ld1 ti or.al :1u1 ld1':1C o:i sc.lcl lot r'l!'.~' 

be cc 1struct~d nl rmy ti100 !11 ren1'.tt:r fore..- .r , up to °!"ut not n ... a rt•r t!ian si1 (5) 1':..ut, exclusive 

eas t.vrly rJ.·om said so11tllorly or sc:-ut!1-:7e:::ter1y s1.do 01· r-.::iid other b1·i cl. null 01· ~:iiu r>!'fl~c h u! l..i-

inf, Ol' frcm 1ts ex:ter1sicm South ei€J.ty t.r:o (0::!) <l-:freos fort~· (40i m1nute!i lest tn Hit: ~ti:~·,, 

se icl land anu eaf'oncnts at'or<)sa1 d and rigi~t.f', rrivlJ cr;es encl crrn<>i;.~ut~ h~rt.by int "n ,\al! to '.::u r•tm-

\'-.~:reu, ond 1'itrtt1cr CO>enunt t liat, the~r 1':111 r.e~:oby VlOl'.:'Cnt SfCCirll.ly S01d lU!JdS , r:ri\•ilcr,e s IH <1 

easo;nonts tw1 cliy 1ntend~d to oe con"c;;L·ct. unn \':111 •JXl ·inc :rnch f11rtlwr Ct tr.crc:icos tncrcof and 

hero or EIS may lie requ1s1 to o r ::ucessary . 

nn<l ot' •d.x (6} i'cot o!.nll be ror .. H:r l:c-p1. vp..:n mil'! c;. 1 \ r.titl free 1 r:m ol t.t1· cli<.m:;, 1..:;ccr' ini; 

cs arc.11.:r.c:t<l, l OJ' t' c ue'tt•'r f' curj·16 to tho :-:uid p r',.i(•'J hOl'\.tO, 1.h(;ir :uid h1..:i1· ., C'lCIC• &~o:·n 

n:i liorounu"1' provida;\ ti l>o onj iyc:J by flnch <if' mliJ p•r t.. i<'s . 

·,7 :·r.:::-s OUT l'Ondo ll'Jd GC!llfl. 

Test: Lucille Cr y -n.LIA': 'E . PN'.:' '•,c: 

l" i l'. P'Dl 'S ; 

rllt: 11 •• •Ar;,c: ·, , .• 
TrU I 'l 

r i ~ i. .. . cLc• : • 1 • 

t"rll r, o •:nt•r: 1b J<' f' t. ~tuto rf, :r:·lwh, 1n '10 Ji· ,, .. f !<IC'• 1 
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by Cha rles s. Rampley and Laur a A. Rampley his wife and St ephen ,' . 

ln t he Sta te of Maryland. 

W 1 t n e s s e ~ h that for and in consideration or :.!· 

four dollars and t went y eight cent s the rece .1pt .wh er eof 1 s !:C!'et:,· 

Rampley and Laura A. Ra mpley his wife, and Stephen : . Se neca Ju ,·:· 

V/i l liam Oldfield o f the county and Sta te a:foreso.ld , h is helr!i :!:: : · 
, . 

tract or parcel Of land situate and lying i.n Harford county .. :·.):·· 

Of l and culled "McCray• s Hard PUrchase" or by .whatsoever na:::e .w : . 

c:illed \~hich comes within the description f o llowing to wit, 

BEGINNING for · the same in the centre of the public :· . l •• 

t o St Cla1r' t. B:·lctce at a plu ce b!::arine North 26 dec rce !1 Wcrr 

in t.!1c \.;r ound .:>n the South s ide of so.id rood and runn1 :~: : tht::. ··· 

. 
;. .. JiJ !\::inply o.i1d cuid Oldf'ic l d south twcnty- !;ixth dc;-r cc ;. ':'~t. . . . 

t h •.J U.:t: 
~ o a ~•t ern: t>ourkl i11t; on ~a id Ol dfield •s land thr ee cour!:t·: · :: '·: 

:.·.-.v tl°''ntl:~ µl.! rchcs Sout h c 11:11 t.y' one u n d on~ 11:.i J r dl' r r •: t ·:· 1 . , i · 

· ·' · · · 1·tc 1 I n 1 lf' t. t.".·clve ··n J l"~ur t. cut. . .. • ~ •.• 1.,.. ·c; : ~\l ;. o c 11. l dC't., l' ...: ·J ~; eu n , .... "' 

1.! lt..ht )' u nd o n e lialr deM'P~!: "'~=.! _.:.·.:...· ....:.·------
. --
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The Bouldin family was prominent in Bel Air for nearly a 
century from 1830 to 1920. Charles D. Bouldin and his sons, 
William, Richard, Robert, and Charles H., were leaders in politics, 
journalism, commerce and medicine. Among them they~owned and edited 
eight newspapers from 1830 to 1871, seven in Bel Air and one in 
Towson. They also were innkeepers, shopkeepers, and held political 
office, sometimes all at the same time. Dr. Robert Bouldin was the 
only one who kept to one profession and even he was also a newspaper 
man, helping to edit Richard's paper while Richard was in the Union 
Army. 

In politics Charles D. was an early adherent of Andrew Jackson. 
So were his sons, but when the Democratic party in Maryland split 
in the 1850's, sons William and Richard joined the American, or 
Know-nothing, Party. Both edited papers for that party. In 1857 
William's Bel Air paper, The National American, had two mottoes: 
"The Union, The Constitution, and States• Rights" and "Americans 
only shall rule America. 11 As the Civil War approached, the family 
split, as so many other Maryland families did. Charles D. and 
Richard went for the Union, and -William symphathized with the South. 
All, however, backed the Constitutional-Union Party and then the 
Union Party that ruled Maryland until 1867. 'When the Union Party 
split back into Democrat and Republican the brothers found themselves 
on opposite sides, William as a Democrat and Richard as a Republican. 

Bouldin Family 

What follows is a brief outline of the activities of the 
various family members. Very little is known about Charles H. 

Bouldin Family Newspapers 

Charles D. {1796-1882) 

William (1820-1893) 

The Harford Republican 
1830-1847 

The Harford Republican 
1847-1855 

The National American (Bel Air) 
1856-1858 

The Baltimore County American (Towson) 
1858-? 

also edited brother Richard's National 
American {Bel Air) 1862-1864 while Richard 
was in the Union Army 

The Harford Union 
1865-1868 

The Harford Democrat (with James D. 
Walters) 1868-1871 

The Bel Air Record 
1869-1870 



Richard (d. 1921) 

1830-1847 

1836 

1841 

1848 

1850 

1854 

1855 

1861-1863 

1861 

1862 

1882 

1847-1855 

1850 

1851 

1856-1871 

1863 

1871 

1872. 

1878 

1893 

Charles D. 

The National American 
1858-1865 

editor, Harford Republican 

clerk of County Court 

clerk of County Commission 

storekeeper 

innkeeper, Eagle Hotel 

ran Accommodation Stage Line 

innkeeper, Main St. and the Baltimore Pike 

Sheriff 

Magistrate, coroner 

Harford County Committee of Public Safety 

died at Dr. Robert's home near Jerusalem 
Mills. He was 86. 

William 

editor, Harford Republican 

store opposite the Methodist Episcopal Church 

Magistrate; wife Sallie died at age 26 

editor of various newspapers in Bel Air 
and Towson 

deputy Clerk of Court 

store at the west end of Main St. 

store on Office Street (probably 20 Office St.) 
where William Jr. officiated; William Sr. had 
a store at Main and Conowingo. 

shirt manufacturer on Fayette St. in Baltimore 

died in Baltimore aged, 73. Left three 
children, William Jr. of New York, Mrs. Hunt 
of Omaha, and Mrs. A. Preston Gilbert of Bel Air. 
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1858-1865 

1862 

Sept. 1862-
0ct. 1864 

1866 

1868 

1869-1886 

1880 

1886-1892 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1863 

1865-1917 

1917 

Captain Richard 

editor, National American 

draft officer in Bel Air 

lieutenant, then Captain, Company c. Maryland 
Seventh Union Regiment. Wounded in action. In 
1863 his unit was at Bolivar Heights above Harpers• 
Ferry. The Maryland Seventh served from just after 
Antietam through the Richmond campaign including 
The Wilderness Spotsylvania Court House, Cold 
Harbor, Petersburg, and Appomattox. 

store at 20 Off ice Street 

same store in partnership with his brother 
Charles H. 

federal job at the Customs House in Baltimore 

Mrs. Richard ran a school for young ladies in the 
former inn at Main Street and the Pike. Richard 
probably got home only on weekends. 

store at 34 Main 

Post Master 

bankrupt; house & store goods sold 

ran the Eagle Hotel 

wife Martha dies at age 54. Three daughters 
survive 

Dr. Robert 

deputy Sheriff 

Medical doctor, first at his father's home 
and then at his own home near Jerusalem Mills 

died. Never married. 
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Stevenson Archer (1826 - 1898) was the son of Judge Stevenson 
Archer (1786 - 1848) and the grandson of Dr. John Archer (1741 - 1810). 
Archer graduated from Princeton in 1846 and was admitted to the bar in 
1850. He was elected to the state legislature in 1854 as a whig and 
subsequently to the U.S. House of Representatives for four consecutive 
terms (1866 - 1874). He was Chairman of the Maryland Democratic 
State Central Committee from 1887 to 1890. Elected State Treasurer 
in 1886 and twice re-elected, Archer resigned in April 1890 when he 
was charged with "Malfeasance in office and misappropriation of the 
funds of the '"State". He pleaded guilty to embezzlement of $132,000 
in state funds and was sentenced to five years in the penitentiary. 
Neither the court nor the subsequent legislative investigating 
committee ever found out what he did with the money, and he never 
said except to insist that "No part of the State's money or securities 
was ever used by me in gambling, stock speculation, or for political 
purposes ••• " The State never recovered all of the funds since he was 
(illegally) unbonded during the period of his major peculations, so 
his bonding agents could not be held responsible, although the State 
pursued them in the courts for some time. 

Petitions requesting Archer's pardon began to reach the Governor 
by the end of 1892 on the grounds that Archer was very ill and not 
likely to live. In 1893 a delegation of Harford Countians, including 
George L. Van Bibber, Judge James D. Watters, and Jacob H. Plowman, 
went to Annapolis to present petitions from every county, but to no 
avail. Governor Frank Brown finally pardoned him in May 1894 about a 
year early. During his prison term Archer served as a steward in the 
hospital. 

on his release, he was met by two nephews, George L. van Bibber 
and Stevenson Williams and taken to Baltimore's City Hospital. Apparently 
he lived his remaining years in Baltimore where he died, at City Hospital, 
in August 1898 at the age of 72 from chronic bladder disease. He was 
survived by his wife and four children, Percy F., Mrs. Benjamin Silver, 
Stella and Blanche F. 

Sources: Harford Democrat 
Margaret Law Callcott, The Negro in Maryland 
Politics, 1870 - 1912 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
Press, 1969), pp. 51 - 52. 
A Short Biography of Those Whose Portraits Adorn 
the Walls of the Harford County Court House, pp. 1-3. 
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e \vi thin nwned attorney appointed t.o make t h is a.cknowledf:ment, a.nd ac-

ng instrument o:f writing to be the ect and dae d of said Smith-We'bstor Coin 

Sarah o. Wright 

N.P. 
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