
Lansdowne 
3300 Harmony Church Road 
Darlington, MD 21034 

HA- 288 

This huge , stone mansion is set back off Harmon~r Church Road . Its 
principal entrance is on the north facade . 

Rem«"mbP-ren most commonly as the old Jewett Mansion , this family did , 
in fact , own the property over onP hunnrPn ye~rs. The estate was known as 
Lansdowne . 

One of the most prominent inhabitants of this House was 3ugh J. Jewett , 
the son of John and Susannah Judge Jewett . 

The housr. of the nineteenth century is entirely different from what existed 
in the eighteenth century. The original house , marked with a datestone of 
1770, measured 30 feet deep by 47 feet in length . Land records re11eal that 
the house was owned by the Husband Family and the initials on the datestone -
"H .H. - M.!L"- no doubt , refers to members of that family responsible for the 
dwelling's construction. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

l'~IR 

CONDITION 

- DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

- UNALTERED 

X-'LTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

JC ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE~---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This huge , stone mansion is set back off Harmony Church Road . 
Its principal entrance is on the north facade. 

The house consists of three main units , the latest having been 
built in the latter half of the nineteenth century by Dr . Hugh Jewett . 
The oldest unit bears a datestone of 1770 and the initials 11HH - MH. " 

The largest unit , on the east end, is almost a cruciform shape, 
though never intended for such a somber use as religious service . The 
entire first floor of this coursed atone unit is a high-ceilinged , very 
grand ballroom , complete with parquet flooro. Thia uniL is two and one 
half stories high and the second floor is of frame construction with 
siding arr~nged in an imbricated pattern . The much dormered roof (I 
counted seven) has wood shingles . A tall, ornately corbeled , brick 
chimney rises from both the north and south sides of this roof . There 
are porches and balconies. The upper windows have wood, lattice work 
while the windows on the second elevation have louvered shutters. Windows 
on the south facade ' s first elevation are fitted with clear leaded glass 
in a lattice pattern , while the three windows on the east facade, which is 
bowed, are single pane sash, modern replacements. 

The next unit, the oldest , has been altered to blend with the circa 
l88o additions and it is very hard to imagine it as a product of the 1770's . 
This three bay unit is also two and one half stories high, though much 
lower in height than the unit previously described . This section has a 
slate, gable flank roof with one donner on the north and two on the south. 
The dormers clearly represent a victorian embellishment . The 2/2 window 
sashes are rounded on the upper sash and the sides of the donners look 
like reversed parentheses. 

The north facade of this unit is presently used as the main entrance. 
The door and center window have been altered in size and shape . The 
western most window is the most unchanged . A semi-elliptic~l, brick arch 
is above this window and the center window. The datestone, mentioned 
earlier, is directly above the arch of the western window. 

The south facade's windows and doors have been drastically altered 
to attempt a victorian flavor . A window and door have been re- worked 
into French doors - double hung, casement windows from ceiling to floor . 
A one tier porch runs the length of the south facade. It has bracketed 
columns. Windows on the second elevation have been changed to match those 
of the first aadition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The proper ty on which this stone mansion stands consists of acreage from 
the tra~~lor"a ~ ~- &reen Spri.ng Forest and Hendley ' s Enlargement . 
Bachelor ' s Good Luck , which compr ises most of this farm ' s acreage , was patented 
in 1703 by Enoch Spinks. The original tract consi sted of 1, 000 acres. 

Remembered most conunonly as the old Jewett Mansion, this family did , in 
fact , own the property over one hundr ed years. The estate was known as Lansdowne . 

One of the most prominent inhabitants of this house was Hugh J . Jewett who 
was born at Lansdowne on July 1 , 1817. He was the son of John a."ld Susannah 3'udge 
Jewett . An attorney, Mr. Jewett spent the greater part of his life near Zanesville, 
Ohio. He served in the Legislature of Ohio from 1868-69 and in the U.S . Rouse of 
Representatives fr om 1873-74. He became president of Central Ohio Railroad in 1857 
and later president of the Erie Railroad in 1874. In 1884, he returned to Harford 
County , to live at Lansdowne. He is responsible for the restortation of the Deer 
Creek Friends Meeting House in 1888. 

Susannah Judge Je~ett , mother of Hugh , is descr ibed by Walter Preston as 
"a women of strong mind and a powerful minister " in his History of Harford County. 
She preached at the Deer Creek Friends Meeting House and served as Clerk of the 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting of Women Friends for many years. 

The gar.dens surrounding this house show remnants a grand period of its history . 
Pin oaks line the back drive and some Japanese Iris, though scarce now, still survive. 
A maze was once located east of the house. 

The house of the nineteenth century is entirely different from what existed 
in the eighteenth century. The original house , marked with a datestone of 1770, 
measured 30 feet deep by 47 feet in length. Land records reveal that the house 
was owned by the Husband Family and the initials on the datestone - "H . H. - M.H. 11 -

no doubt , refers to members of that family responsible for the dwelling ' s con
str uction. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llMAJOR BIBUOGRAPIDCAL REFERENCES 

1798 Federal True List 
1814 Maryland nax List 

Preston , Wnl.ter '/ . ; History of 
Harford County , Press of the 

Wright , C. Milton; Our Harford Heritat;e , French 
Bray Press, B~ltimore , 1967. 

Sun Book Office, Baltimore, 1901. 

CONTINUE ON SEP~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lllJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY J }O oicra& 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Conv~rs::1.tion with Mrs. Paul Jneger of Meadow F.:u-m , Darlington , MD. 

Deths Ford Road forms a portion of the eastern boundary of this property; Harmony 
Church Road bounds it on the south, Deer Creek and the property of Carroll E. Morri
son on the north; and the property of Monroe Duke on the west . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

'tS ":011 th Maj n St re et 
STREET• NUMBER 

ilal Air 
CITY OR TOWN 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

838-6000, ext. 207 
TELEPHONE 

Maryland 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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0ougl-::i~~3/Jewett ~iansi.on - - - - -:0ntinued 
, I 

:'his unit is divi1ed int-:: h;o rooms and a side throu;;h !';,,,ll. 
Originqlly there ~ere t~o diagonal :ire~laces usin~ a chimney which is 
loc8-'::ed on -:he ··1est inside e!1d of the corniced roof. :'he north fire
ulace h~s been closed but the south, ~arlor firepl~ce is still in use. 
"hr:; ·:rig:in"l.l ;:i:_;.ntle ha.s been replaced by a beautiful, hs.nd cc-,rved mmtle, 
circa iQ,70. ~'1e dart: wood h«s been carved into fr'.li:. 3lld vegetables. 
The ce:lar under this uni:. is buttressed on the north. ~ugh se~i-ellip

tical, stone arches serve as fire?lace supports. 

i;_c tr.ird :mi c:, CJ.Lso o: coursed, ru ble stone, is three bays lonf;, 
one and one h~lf stories high. This unit also has a slate roof with 
three dormers on each side. T'.;e doIT.Jers 'ire he2vily :oed::.mented. The 
••1inrloW'" on the first ele'1'itior. r.":Ve ser.;i-ellj_ ntical brick arches and 
louvered shutters. door o;. '::he 'Ies: :cic:i':ie le'l.ds -co s ;:;lass enclosed 
norct :~'1t ~ppears to be :: f~irly modern addition. 

3e~i-e liptic'1l brick 8rches are above b~se~ent ~indows in both o! 
.. _!J.8 1378' s 8_ddi t:io?J.s. :i:-.e olde;-3t 'J.ni: !1==30 st )ne, 3emi-elliptic~1l ,..1.rches 
over its b::se~ent Y'ndows • 

. ~. hric'.-: and stonP ,,:all :'orms a. s~::ll court yard west of t!-:.e r.ouse. 
s~- ll tric~ struc:ure :'or:-1s one corn:~r 'r-;··;) of t:-~is '-tJ3ll • 

...,1:2re is .J.lso ,~ l"'q;e b:<rn :;.nd c: tenent :--_')use on :.!'-,is ::roperty. 



John N. Douglas 
3300 Harmony Church Rd. 
Darlington, MD 21034 

326 429 2/24/1949 

GCB 297 383 7/9/1946 

GCB 290 320 8/24/1945 

GCB 255 284 3/31/1939 

swc 251 200 4/16/1938 

csw 17 312 1/2/1926 

ALJ 68 136 7/17/1890 

ALJ 56 284 4/14/1886 

ALJ 44 400 4/6/1882 

Title Search 
HA-288 

Grantor: Cornelius V. Roe, attorney of Howard M. Case 
and Florence H. Case 

Grantee: John N. Douglas 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Virginia Kemp Jackson, unmarried 
Howard M. Case and Florence H. Case, his wife 
130 acres 

Hugh J. Jewett, et al 
Virginia Kemp Jackson 
130 acres 

Anne I. Jewett, widow 
Hugh J. Jewett and Natalie J. Marbury, Anne 
Ingraham Jewett 

Anne I. Jewett, widow 
Hugh Judge Jewett and Natalie J. Marbury, Anne 
Ingraham Jewett 

Last Will and Testement of Hugh J. Jewett, Jr. 
To my wife Anne I. Jewett all of my property 
and estate. 

Joseph Thomas C. Hopkins, trustee 
Hugh J. Jewett 
"Bachelor's Good Luck", and "Green Spring 
Forest" and "Hendley's Enlargement" 122 acres 

Joseph King and Jane Howard King, wife 
Hugh H. Jewett 
"Bachelor's Good Luck" 123 acres 

Rachel Wilson, et al 
William Hopkins of Joseph 
"Bachelor's Good Luck" and "Hendley's 
Enlargement" 



HD 28 164 

HD 28 66 

HD 28 61 

HD 7 273 

JLG p 6 73 

JLG N 508 

JLG N 515 

5/3/1843 

6/11/1843 

2/13/1824 

1/13/1824 

12/25/1801 

6/24/1797 

6/24/1797 

Granter: John Jewett and Susanna 
Grantee: Joseph King, Jr., et al 
Acreage: "Bachelor's Good Luck", "Green Spring Forest", 

"Collins or Cullum's Dear Purchase" and 
''Margaret's Mount" 

Granter: John Jewett 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 

John Jewett, Jr. 
"Green Spring" and "Collin's Dear Purchase" 
"Bachelor's Good Luck" 

John Wilson and Margaret, his wife 
John Jewett 
''Margaret's Mount" and "Collin's Dear 
Purchase" SO acres 

Joshua Husband 
Grantee: John Jewett and Joseph Husband, Jr., et al 
Acreage: "Green Spring Forest" and "Bachelor's Good 

Luck" 

Granter: Joshua Wilson of Joseph 
Grantee: Joshua Husband 
Acreage: "Bachelor 1 s Good Luck" 

Grantor: Mary Husband, et al 
Grantee: Rachel Husband, et al 
Acreage: "Bachelor's Good Luck" 

Grantor: Rachel Husband, et al 
Grantee: Mary Husband, et al 
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INVENTORY NO. l, 1 <g 

DATE: 

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor 

NAME OF PROPERTY: 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: t~0i;,11 ; 1or' ~'\.,,. Rb AJ) 

ELECTION DISTRICT 

TAX W\P NO. 

PARCEL NO. 
61H.\C>fl1\I ""J, ~ 

?Mt(.; sf GY\{_ 

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: ---~ .... · -~:~........_' ,...;::®""'i1> ..... if...._tl __________ _ 

NAME OF OWNER: jofvn1 M-d-- f1¥})1!7)1C~ 
ADDRESS: 1.)oo II~~~ 

.?J~~ rn4< ,&10J<( 

STORIES: 1[ ] 2[] 3[ ] 4[ ] 5[ ] 6[ ] BAYS: 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

[] FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten(type?) 
[ ] BRICK: Bond type- common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
[ ] STONE: Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 

,-.. [ ] LOG 

WALL FEATURES: BELT COURSE, PILASTERS, OTHERS 
FOUNDATIONS: HIGH, LOW, BRICK, STONE 
WATER TABLE: NONE, PLAIN, BEVELED, MOULDED BRICK 

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1[ ] 2/2[ ] 6/6[ ] 9/6[ ] 9/9[ ] other[ ] 
pegged[ ] nailed[ ] wide[ ] narrow[ ] 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION: 
HARDWARE: ori gi na 1 [ ] rep 1 aced[ ] 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT, GABLE FLANK, HIP, W\NSARD, FLAT, DORMERS 
MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalt original[] replaced[ ] 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed[ ] hip( ] gable[ ] 

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER BRICK[ ] STONE[ ] CORBELED[ ] original[ ] replaced[ ] 
LOCATION: 

ARCHES: 

COMMENTS; 
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Lansdowne 
HA- 288 
Darlington, MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
October , 1977 
East section , South facade 





Lansdowne: Datestone 
HA- 288 
Darlington , MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
October, 1977 
North 





Lansdowne 
HA- 288 
Darlington, MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
October , 1977 
North 





Lansdowne: '!'ena.nt llouse 
HA- 288 
Darlington , MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
Oc:t,..,h~r. J,0?7 
Southwest 


