HA-29

Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad Corridor (Bridge
Abutments, site; Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge
Abutments)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 02-04-2016






NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

HA-29 Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad Corridor

Page 2

‘ devoid of vegetation. The trail is not marked by blazes or other markers, and it is not mapped on the Rocks State Park trail maps,
but the route is still present on topographic maps. The route can also be readily discerned on fall/winter aerial photographs (e.g. 4-
29-2008) or when viewed at a low angle. Portions of the railroad grade from Ferncliff to Rock Station are on private property.

The stone retaining wall associated with the Copper Rock Trestle is immediately adjacent to Rocks Road, just south of the Carter
Farm Bridge, adjacent to the property at 3228 Rocks Road. 1t ranges from about one foot tall to ten feet tall and is approximately
150 feet long. 1t exhibits re-pointing. The associated Copper Rock Trestle is no longer extant; the wood supports have been
removed, but the rail bed above the retaining wall and between railroad cuts through stone can generally be read. Blast marks set
perpendicular to the grain of the rocks can be found on the railroad cut north of the Copper Rock Trestle and on the exposed rock
along Rocks Road opposite the Carter Farm Bridge.

The Wysong Trestle over Sharon Road is no longer extant, and its abutments were not noted in recent field investigations. A less
formal retaining wall extends above Rocks Road between the Indian Echo Estates along the section of the road aligned east and
west. The rocks are loosely set and approximately three feet tall and several hundred feet long. Heavy vegetation obscures their
presence during parts of the year, but the retaining wall is visible as a shadow in bird’s eye view aerial photographs.

The most prominent structure extant related to the railroad is the towering northeast abutment of the bridge that carried the railroad
over Deer Creek. The abutment is located just down stream of the peak of The Rocks, the narrowest section of the Deer Creek
gorge. The railroad needed to cross to the opposite site of the stream from Rocks Road because the gorge’s bottom is too narrow
at this point to accommodate a road and a railroad on the same side of the creek. The northeast bridge abutment is ashlar and built
up and stands approximately 20 feet above the stream bed. The remaining west abutment is a stone retaining wall built into the
river bank above Deer Creek and below MD 24 (Rocks Road). Some stones have become loose from the bank and fallen into
Deer Creek. As evidenced by a 1957-58 photograph, a mortared ashlar abutment was also once present on the opposite stream
bank between Deer Creek and Rocks Road, and supported the bridge over Rocks Road. No other features of the bridge, such as
beams or trusses, are extant.

A large wooden water tank was formerly located along the railroad near the location of the former Ward House, on the east side of
Deer Creek, south of the Rocks Station site. The water tank mostly likely occupied the location of the garage.

At the north end of the gorge, Rocks Station was a modest frame structure with vertical wood siding and a shed roof, located at a
sharp curve in Rocks Station Road. It is no longer extant, and the railroad’s path at the station location is evident as a distinct rise
in elevation of Rocks Station Road to a broad bed that once contained the station, tracks, and siding. A change in the color of the
ground from red clay to charcoal black marks the main track location. A well defined berm with a steep drop-off on the northwest
side curves away from Rocks Station to the northeast. A concrete foundation related to a garage associated with the Rocks Station
is extant on the surface at the base of the steep-sided railroad berm. The Rocks Station location is recorded as archeological site

18HA322.(1)
The associated Ramsay Hotel and Store was located on the opposite side of Rocks Station Road at a distinctive loop in the road,
and was largely constructed below the level of the railroad bed. Its main entrance on the secondary story was at the level of the

railroad bed, immediately across from the station. The structure burned in 1958. A small concrete stoop associated with the hotel
at Rocks Station is extant on the surface, along with other below ground archeological remains (18HA323).(2)

Historic Context

The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad was a railroad line that connect Baltimore, Maryland to York, Pennsylvania via the
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. farms of Harford County, Maryland and the slate quarries of Delta, Pennsylvania. The railroad was completed in 1884, but the

name of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad dates to 1901, the result of mergers of nineteenth century predecessors. In 1840,
the Maryland General Assembly granted a charter to the Deer Creek Improving Company, which considered building a rail road,
turnpike road or canal to improve the means of transportation, facilitating trade and travel through the Deer Creek Valley. (3)
Interest in specifically bringing a railroad through northern Harford County can be documented as early as 1852, at which time a
railroad connecting Baltimore to West Chester, Pennsylvania was planned. (4) The Maryland General Assembly granted a charter
to the Maryland Central Railroad in 1867, but its route was to be from Baltimore to Philadelphia by way of Bel Air. In 1872, a
Baltimore and Pennsylvania Narrow Gauge Railroad was planned that would access the Rocks, as well as numerous other strategic
points. The railroad through northern Harford County would shorten the time to send goods to Baltimore from a couple of days to
just a few hours, leading to the development of mineral and agricultural resources of the counties. Evans Stanley Rogers,
ironmaster of the then operating L.a Grange Iron Works, intended to subscribe liberally to this project.(5) In 1877, he agreed to
invest $10,000 if the railroad came within three miles of his property and $5,000 if it came within five miles.(6) In 1878 the
directors of the Baltimore, Towsontown, Dulaney’s Valley, and Delta Railway Company (which included Evans Stanley Rogers)
and the Baltimore, Hampden, and Swan Lake Railway Company merged to form the Baltimore and Delta Narrow Gauge Railway
Company. (7) Work between Forest Hill and the Rocks of Deer Creek began in 1879. (8) In 1882, the Baltimore and Delta
railroad reached Towsontown, and this partial opening noted that the full completion of the railroad would reach the Rocks of Deer
Creek, which "are not thought to be surpassed by any excursion point in the state". (9) The railroad was fully completed at the
Rocks at the end of 1883, establishing daily service on January 21, 1884. (10) The line provided mail service, and it allowed for
Harford County farms to specialize in dairy and other perishable goods. Industrial shipping was also a significant part of the line’s
business, particularly transporting slate from Delta, Pennsylvania.(11) In the early 1890s, the line briefly transported stone
quarried by the Maryland Granite Company in the Rocks area.(12) The line became known as the Baltimore and Lehigh in 1894,
The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad formed in 1901, merging the Baltimore and Lehigh Railway and Y ork Southern
Railroad. (13)

The trains of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad, affectionately known as the Ma & Pa, were significantly faster than the non-
mechanized transportation that preceded it, and like so many other railroads, its service peaked in the 1920s. Private automobiles
became more widespread and made small railroads obsolete. The Rocks Station was closed in 1945. Passenger service on the Ma
& Pa continued until 1954, and freight service continued until 1958. (14) By this time, the area surrounding the Deer Creek gorge
had become Rocks State Park. Shortly thereafter, the rails were taken up and trestles and bridges were dismantled, but the
railroad’s grade remains identifiable on the landscape.

Significance evaluation

Pennsylvania’s Bureau of Historic Preservation has published a Researchers Guide for Documenting and Evaluating Railroads. 1t
establishes a historic district property type called a Railroad Corridor Historic District grouping together railroad buildings and
structures. A Railroad Corridor Historic District shall have a justifiable beginning and ending point, be evaluated as a historic
district, have historically provided significant rail service, and have a defensible period of significance. (15)

It is beyond the appropriate scope of this project to assess the entire line of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad Corridor
within Maryland, but a justifiable beginning and terminus of an evaluation area would be the Deer Creek gorge, because it was the
last section of the railroad built, requiring relatively complicated engineering and cutting through rocks. This would be further
defined as the railroad right-of-way between the Fern Cliff flag station and the Rocks Station. The above context indicates the
Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad provided significant rail service. The period of significance would be defined as 1883, when
construction began in this area, to 1954, when mail and passenger service ended.
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‘ Contributing resources of a railroad corridor historic district include all major built elements of the railroad constructed during the

period of significance. Major built elements are those that were crucial to the continued operation of the railroad and directly
related to its function. Major built elements may include depots, stations, freight and passenger platforms, bridges and viaducts,
tunnels, major culverts, rail yards, interlocking towers, coaling facilities, catenaries, railroad shops, signal towers, freight houses,
head or stub stations, train shed, and waterfront terminals, piers and docks. Only when there is significant engineering
achievement involved are sections of the rail bed considered major built elements. The difficult terrain of the Deer Creek gorge
would constitute engineering achievement, but it is not particularly significant. The construction date of 1882 places it in a time
when there were over 93,000 miles of railroad in the United States. Erie, Pennsylvania’s Kinzua Viaduct was constructed in 1882,
becoming the nation’s highest railroad bridge at 301 feet tall. A few years later, in 1890, Montana’s Marias Pass allowed trains to
cross the Rocky Mountains at an elevation of 5,216 feet above sea level.(16) By comparison, the pass through the Deer Creek
gorge is not a significant engineering achievement, and therefore, the railbed is not considered a contributing element. At a
Maryland level, the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad was built relatively late, and its engineering significance pales in
comparison to structures such as the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad’s Thomas Viaduct (BA-143/ HO80), which was built in 1835
and listed in the NRHP in 1966. Because the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad did not connect major popular centers to
Baltimore, but mostly ran through farmland, it was required to use economical measures to accomplish its engineering. The loss of
material integrity diminishes the ability of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad -Corridor to express its economical engineering.

Most of the major built elements of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad in the Deer Creek gorge are no longer extant. The
Fern CIiff Station was a flag station (consisting of a platform and a small shed for milk shipments) and is no longer extant. The
Copper Rock Trestle is no longer extant, but a retaining wall associated with the trestle is located at approximately 3228 Rocks
Road. As previously noted, the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge over Deer Creek at Rocks has been removed, but its
large stone abutment is a well-known landmark. Therefore, the retaining walls and abutments that are associated with the Maryland
and Pennsylvania Railroad in the Deer Creek gorge are the remaining built elements that could possibly contribute to a railroad
corridor historic district, but they are only parts of major built elements, and they do not retain integrity of design, materials,
workmanship, feeling, or association to convey the significance of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad in the Deer Creek

gorge.

. As a comparison, two bridges and one trestle in the Pennsylvania section of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad were listed
on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1995. These engineering structures retain levels of design and material
integrity far surpassing that of the bridge abutments, retaining walls, and grade at the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad in the
Deer Creek gorge. In Maryland, other abutments related to the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad exist at York Road in
Towson (MIHP # BA-1542) and in Pylesville (MIHP# HA-1891) and stations related to the line remain at Forest Hill and in
Baltimore City on Lake Avenue, but these are outside the current study area.

The Deer Creek Gorge section, consisting of the abutments, retaining walls, and railroad grade, are not eligible under Criterion A,
as the abutments do not convey the potential significance that the railroad may have had. The Maryland and Pennsylvania
Railroad was 75 miles long, connecting Baltimore and York through a circuitous route. Although the Maryland and Pennsylvania
Railroad played a role in connecting the two states, as well as many small and larger towns within each state, the remnant structures
in the currently surveyed section do not convey this significance. The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad Deer Creek Gorge
section illustrates the scenic character of the railroad’s route as it cuts through the gorge, and the abutments and retaining walls
illustrate the economic use of locally abundant natural materials. However, the loss of major structural elements, such as the Rocks
Station, the Pratt truss of the bridge over Deer Creek, the wood supports of the Copper Rock and Wysong Trestles lead to a lack of
material and design integrity that more fully convey the setting, feeling, and association of the Maryland and Pennsylvania
Railroad.
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. The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad Deer Creek Gorge section is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, as historic

research indicates that the resource is not closely associated with significant persons who have made specific contributions to
society within a regional or national context. Those persons who may be significant for their role in developing the railroad are not
best represented by the remaining abutments, retaining walls, and railroad grade.

The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad, Deer Creek Gorge section is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C because they
do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or the work of a master. A "History of
the Ma & Pa Railroad" contains an image of the bridge over Deer Creek as it functioned as a railroad crossing, showing its form as
a Pratt truss. (17) According to "A Context for Common Historic Bridge Types", character-defining features of Pratt truss bridges
include the truss form, method of connection, top and bottom chords, vertical and diagonal members, floor beams, and
stringers.(18) None of these features are extant at this site. If the abutments retained the character-defining features of a Pratt truss
bridge, the resource might be eligible as a bridge. Similarly, the wooden supports that formed the Copper Rock Trestle and the
Wysong Trestle over Sharon Road are no longer extant. The Rocks Railroad Station and Ferncliff Flag Station are no longer
extant. The retaining walls associated with the railroad in the Deer Creek gorge do not exhibit characteristics that elevate them to
examples of a specific type of retaining wall significant for its architectural or engineering characteristics.

The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad, Deer Creek Gorge section was not evaluated for NRHP eligibility for listing under
Criterion D as part of this assessment.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no __
Property Name: _ Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments Ll :
Address: At Deer Creek on east side of MD 24 (Rocks Road) in Rocks State Historic district: yes X no
Pk, e o
City: Jarrettsville Zip Code: 21084 County: ~ Harford

Property Owner: ~ Maryland Department of Natural Resources _ Tax Account ID Number:  N/A

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): Tax Map Number:

Project: MD 24 at Rocks State Park

Agency:  MD State Highway Administration

Preparer's Name:  Rebecca Crew Date Prepared: _ 4/28/2009

Documentation is presented in: ~ MIHP Form HA-29, on file at Maryland Historical Trust

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended B m}__( ~ Eligibility not recommended

Criteria: A B € D Considerations: A B & D E F G

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property:

Nameofthe DistrictProperty: =~~~ B
Inventory Number: = Eligible: yes Listed:  yes
Site visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date:

Description of Property and Justification:  (Please attach map and photo)

Description

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are stone abutments along the banks of Deer Creek within Rocks State
Park in Harford County, Maryland. The east bridge abutment is ashlar and built up and stands approximately 20 feet above the
stream bed. The west abutment is a stone retaining wall built into the river bank above Deer Creek and below MD 24 (Rocks
Road). Some stones have become loose from the bank and fallen into Deer Creek. No other features of the bridge are extant. The
rails of the railroad have been removed, and vegetation has overtaken the right-of-way.

Historic Context

The Maryland Central Railway, chartered in 1867, began laying tracks to connect Baltimore to the Pennsylvania town of Delta in
1881. In December 1883, the Maryland Central Railway completed the difficult gap between Bel Air, Maryland, and Delta,
Pennsylvania, with the last rails being laid near Rocks, where the railway had to cover a steep grade. The last section was also
scenic, and with the completion of the railway, the Rocks of Deer Creek became a possible day-trip excursion destination for
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Baltimoreans and farmers who lived along the path of the Maryland Central Railway. The Maryland Central Railway operated two

~ trains daily between Baltimore and Delta, beginning on January 21, 1884. In the last years of the nineteenth century, this railroad
was known as the Baltimore and Lehigh Railway. The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad formed in 1901, merging the Baltimore
& Lehigh Railway and York Southern Railroad. The trains of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad, affectionately known as
the Ma & Pa, connected Baltimore and York and transported mail, slate, marble, coal, manufactured goods, and agricultural
products. The circuitous route was more than 75 miles long, although the two cities were just 45 miles apart. While the train was
faster than the horse transportation that preceded it, it was soon out-paced by the automobile and became obsolete. Passenger
service continued until 1954, and freight service continued until 1958. By this time, the area surrounding the abutments had
become Rocks State Park. The rails were removed soon after service ended.

Significance Evaluation

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
in Pennsylvania. However, it is beyond the scope of this assessment of the abutments to makes a determination of eligibility for
the railroad within Maryland. Therefore, this assessment will evaluate the abutments only.

The abutments are not eligible under Criterion A, as the abutments do not convey the potential significance that the railroad may
have. The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad was more than 75 miles long, connecting Baltimore and York through a circuitous
route. Although the Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad played a role in connecting the two states, as well as many small and
larger towns within each state, the abutments as a sole entity are not a critical component of this potential significance. The
Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments do not represent the character-defining features of the Maryland &
Pennsylvania Railroad. In Maryland, other abutments exist at York Road in Towson (MIHP # BA-1542), in Pylesville (MIHP#
HA-1891), and at least one station remains in Baltimore City on Lake Avenue.

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, as historic research
indicates that the resource has no known direct association with past or present significant persons who have made specific
contributions to society within a regional or national context. Those persons who may be significant for their role in developing
the railroad are not best represented by the abutments.

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C because they do not
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or the work of a master. A History of the
Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad contains an image of the bridge as it functioned as a railroad crossing. It appears to be a Pratt
truss. According to A Context for Common Historic Bridge Types, character-defining features of Pratt truss bridges include the
truss form, method of connection, top and bottom chords, vertical and diagonal members, floor beams, and stringers. None of
these features are extant at this site. If the abutments retained the character-defining features of a Pratt truss bridge, the resource
might be eligible as a bridge.

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments were not evaluated for NRHP eligibility for listing under Criterion D as
part of this assessment.

Endnotes

1. George Hilton, The MA & PA: A History of the Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1999), 23.

2. Ibid.
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