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Wakefield Farm Barn 
1857 Deth's Ford Road 
Darlington vicinity 
Private 

c. 1850 

The 'fakefield Farm Barn is significant in local history for its 
exemplification of building techniques of the mid-19th century and the 
transportation of building materials by "arking" them down the Susquehanna 
River. Holes were bored in the end of each plank for wood pegs to hold 
the boards together. The rafts of lumber were then floated downriver from 
Pennsylvania and the northern parts of the county. 
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TITLE 

Maryland Historical ~rust Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Maryland Historical Trust 
- CITY. TOWN STATE 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_&coo 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

1.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

!;_ORIGINAL SITE 

' l 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

':'he 'Wakefield Farm 3arn is a mid-19th century frame bank barn on a 
stone :ounddtion with a slate gable roof and vertical siding. The building 
is loceted 3bout 300 feet northeast of the stone main house of the farm 
at the north end of Deth's Ford Road near Deer Creek in Harford County, 
Maryland. 

The vertical siding of the barn has two bored holes in the ends of 
each plank. According to the Harford County Directory (1953), the boards 
were pegged together and r3fted or ''arked" down the Susquehanna River. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

'-:'he ~/akefield Farm Barn is significant in local history for its exempli
fication of building techniques of the mid-19th century and the transportation 
of building materials by 11arking" them dovmriver. This may be the only 
extant example in Harford County which shows the bored holes for the arking 
process. 

?or further infonnation on Wakefield ?ann, see H!l-289 and on a possible 
mill site on the property, see HA-291. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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Harford County Directory, 1953, P• 318 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
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(301) 267-1438 
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Wakefield Farm Barn 
HA-290· 

8. Significance: 

CORRECTION: 

Since this form was completed, another example of "arking" 
holes has been surveyed--John A. Silver Barn (HA-385). There 
is a strong probability of other examples in the area. 

Janet Davis 
November 1982 
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Wakefield Farm Barn 
Aberdeen Quadrangle 
USGS 7.5 minute series 
Scale: 1:24000 
Harford County 
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~~akefi el d Farm Barn HA-290 
Glenvil l e vicinity 
Harford County 
Photo: Janet Davis 
September 1982 
View from north, with main house in distance 
1/2 





Proctor/Coale Barn 
Darlington, Maryland 
Susan M. Deeney 
4/78 
Southwest 

HA-289 
21034 





l~akefield Farm Barn HA-290 
Glenville vicinity 
Harford County 
Photo: Janet Davis 
September 1982 
Detail, "arking" holes, west elevation 
2/2 


