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SUMMARY 

"Linwood," a ca. 1855 board-and-batten gothic cottage, was built as 
a summer residence for George March Mccomas and his wife, Margarretta 
Witner Mccomas. The Mccomas family built a number of houses in this area 
to escape from the rapidly-urbanizing city of Baltimore--and the concomitant 
evils. "Linwood" is a splendid example of the picturesque country villas 
popularized by A.J. Downing. 
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II DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This ca. 1850 board-and-batten, gable-roofed gothic cottage is located on the 
southeast corner of Singer and Clayton Roads and faces north. 

The structure set on a raised stone foundation consists of several sections: the 
main portion on the west is three bays wide and two bays deep with a center front 
gable flanked by two brick chimneys with corbelled caps. On the east is a one and 
one-half story, two-bay by two-bay wing with a brick chimney in the east end. On the 
east end and south side of the latter section are one-story, shed-roofed additions, 
with a shed-roofed dormer in the south slope of the roof. A verandah spans the north 
side of the east wing, and a shed-roofed porch spans the south side of the west section. 

Except for the additions and dormer, the wide roof eaves are supported on carved 
wooden brackets, and large pendants adorn the gable peaks. Except as noted, windows 
have 6/6 sash. 

The principal facade--the north side of the west section--has an entrance in the 
center bay, flanked by windows on both sides, with windows in each of the three bays 
of the second story, and paired round-arched windows in the gable. Sheltered by a 
one-story portico with four square doric posts, the double-leafed entrance doors have 
two-light sidelights and a three-light transom, of which one original pane with an 
etched prism design remains. All windows in this section have cyma recta wood cornices: 
those in the first story are full length and have three-panel shutters and wood span~-~ls 
that originally opened to allow access onto verandahs. Windows in the second story, 
including the tripartite window in the center bay, have louvered shutters. 

The west end has two windows in each story. 

The south side is arranged like the north. 

The north side of the east wing has 3/3 sash windows in the second story and 6/6 
in the first. The east end has two three-light gable windows on the south side. The 
shed-roofed addition covers the west bay, leaving the windows in the east bay exposed. 

The interior has a center hall plan with one room on the west and two on the east, 
and one room in the east wing with a rear staircase separating the two sections. The 
trim is plain with corner blocks. The four-panel doors have glass or china knobs. The 
mantel in the west room has a dentelled cornice, ovolo architrave, and a crossette 
opening surround. The southeast room has been remodeled, but the northeast room still 
has a mantel with a butterfly shelf and an opening surround consisting of a seven-ovolo 
band. The open-string staircase against the east wall of the hall is two runs at a 
perpendicular angle, with turned balusters, scalloped step-ends, and a hand-carved rail. 

The attic contains three finished rooms and a hall. The rafters are joined with a 
lap joint. 

The basement under the east section has full log joists. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

George March Mccomas purchased 140 acres of 11Antioch 11 (or 11 Antiock 11
} for $1200 in 

1855;1 and the next year, 37 1/2 acres of 11 Gresham 1 s College11 and 11 Spanish Oak Hill 11 

for $618. 2' The latter had belonged to Elizabeth Mccomas, and the parcel of 11Antioch 11 

had belonged to the Harford Furnace Company, an ironworks located on James Run. He and 
his wife Margarretta Witner built 11 Linwood 11 soon after acquiring the land. The 1858 
Jennings & Herrick Map shows a structure owned by him in this location. He ~ay have 
made substantial improvements in 1862 when he took out a mortgage for $2350. When 
George March Mccomas defaulted on the

4
mortgage, the house and 100-acre farm were sold in 

1892 to Henry Clay Mccomas for $3100. 

George March Mccomas (b. 1821} second son of William and Ellen Mccomas, had a 
_tobacco business and was collector of the Port in Baltimore. According to family records, 

- 1illiam Mccomas, a housebuilder, and his wife, Ellen, a dressmaker, concerned 11 about 
the evils of urban life, 11 acquired part of 11 Gresham 1 s College 11 in 1853 and built a 
su11111er house (which has since burned down}. Their children also built houses nearby, 
at least two of which are still standing. 

George March Mccomas• house--or 11 Linwood 11 --is a classic Downing-esque Gothic 
Revival cottage. With its board-and-batten siding, wide bracketed eaves, gable pendants, 
and French doors that originally opened onto porches with cast-iron railings, Linwood 
is a splendid example of the picturesque country villas popularized by A.J. Downing in 
the middle of the 19th century. 

Indeed, the Gothic forms embodying, as Downing was fond of quoting, 11 the worshipping 
principle, the loving reverence for that which is highest, and the sentiment of Christian 
brotherhood •.. expressed in the principal lines which are all vertical; in the whole 
mass falling under, or within the pyramidal (the fire, or symbol of love} form, 11 seemed 
most appropriate for the altruistic Mccomas family. The sprawling, asymmetrical con
figuration and numerous windows and verandahs distinguish this as a summer villa; the 
fashionable Gothic Revival style marks it as belonging to a family with more cosmopol
itan tastes than were usually fostered in Harford County. 

1. 
2. 
'::t 

Liber ALJ 6, Folio 225 
Liber ALJ 7, Folio 172 
Liber WG 13, Folio 244 
Liber SWF 74, Folio 93 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land, Will, and equity records of Harford County. 

11 The Mccomas Saga: llOOA.D.--1950, 11 compiled by Henry Clay Mccomas & 
Mary Winona Mccomas; unpublished. 
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Frank H. Jacobs, Trust. 
Stevenson A. & Fred R. Williams, Trust. 
Henry D. Farnandis, Ass. 
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