
Chrome Valley Mill 
1532 E. Jarrettsville Rd. 
Jarrettsville, Md. 21084 

SUMMARY 

HA 309 

Built in 1857 by Samuel Wetherill, this 3-story rubblestone grain mill 
has been converted into a residence, although it still has the Mill wheel, 
Mill pond and Mill race. 

Among the Mill's owners were J, Jenks Kirk, the Baltimore Chrome Mining Co., 
and in 1919, Samuel Streett, whose flour sacks advertised: 11 Chrome Valley Mills, 
Queen of the Pantry Flour, Sharon, Md., 11 The mill shut down soon after that 
and stood vacant until 1959. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST HA-309 

MAGI # 1303095504 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 
HA-309 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Wetheri 11 ~ Mi 11 or Kirk's Mi 11 , Stokes Mi 11 
AND/OR COMMON 

Chrome Valley Mill 

0LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

1532 Jarrettsville Road, nr. Jarrettsville {North side MD Rte. 23, on East branch 
CITY. TOWN 

of Winters Run, 3 miles East of...J.Q11'lii1Uowille) 
STATE 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

~BUILDING(Sl 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

'--_::PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
__ IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Farmer 
~TREET & NUMBER 

1532 Jarrettsville Road 
CITY. TOWN 

STATUS 

':::::'OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-:::-YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Jarrettsville, MD _ v1c1N1rvoF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOi..iSE 
REGISTRY OF Df:EDS, ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STR~ET & NUMBER 

40 South Main Street 
CITY TOWN 

Bel Ajr. MD 21014 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

T.e:.lephone #: 

_MUSEUM ,--_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE / Zl.p COde 
21084 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



fl DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~R 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

=..::;(LrERED 

CHECK ONE 

...!.--<JlfiGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This 3-story rubblestone mill is located on the north side of Jarrettsville 
Road (Md. Rt. 23), on the east branch of Winters Run, about 3 miles east of Jarrettsville. 
The ridgeline of the gable-roofed mill is on an east-west axis, and the west end of 
the S:ructure is banked so there are only 2-stories above grade there. The mill wheel 
(temporarily disassembled) and trough is on the south side of the building. Various 
alterations have been made to convert the mill into a residence; most hardware, doors, 
and woodwork are replaced, although for the most part, the original openings were used. 
Also, a brick chimney was added in the west end. The roof has a boxed cornice and 
gables are board and batten. 

The sides are arranged as follows: On the east end, the center bay contains a door 
in each of the three stories, and the gable windows in the north bay, while there is an 
additional entrance in the ground story south bay, a window above that in the second 
story. 

The north side has a door flanked by windows in the ground story and a window and 
door in the second story. 

The west end has an entrance in the center bay of the ground story, 2 windows in 
the upper story, and l window in the gable. 

The west side has a replaced center frame section with modern fenestration and 
an original window opening in the third story east bay. 

Although the interior has been re-modelled drastically, the hewn joists and ror~ 
framing have been retained. 

East of the house is the original mill pond, while north of the mill is the basin 
for the mill race runoff and where the chrome ore was washed. The mill race, which 
approached from the west towards the mill wheel on the south side of the mill, is also 
still in evidence. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHJSTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 -ARCHITECTURE _EQUCATION 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING 

~ l 800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATIOPll/SETTLEMENT 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS ~USTRY 
_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

h.fl_;:~;' 
( ' _/ ' 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER iSPECIFYI 

According to molinographer, John Mc Grain, this mill was built in 1857 by Samuel 
Wetheri 11 J and indeed there is a plaque in the south wall reading "Wetherill 1 s Mi 11 s/1857. 
Although C. Milton Wright suggests there may have been a mill here earlier~ there is no 
record that there was a mill on the lot consisting of the tracts "Neils Paradise, Glady 
Ground", and 11 Minster 11

, purchased by Wetherill for $4000 from Edward Holloway and Archer 
H. Jarrett, trustees. Mc Grain notes that in 1858 advertisement in the Southern Aegis 
for the deceased Samuel Wetherill's estate lands the presence of 11 a large new grain mill, 
3 pair of burrs, l of country stones .••.• saw mill. 11 

McGrain's report indicates that J. Jenks Kirk bought the mill in 1860 and six years 
later sold it to the Baltimore Chrome Mining Co. of Maryland. A trustees sale in 1868 
advertises "Kirk's or Wetherill's Mill ••. containing about 55 acres of land, partly 
under cultivation, improved by a 2-story frame dwelling nearly new, frame stable, stone 

~ill well provided with machinery, and a frame building with a large water wheel and 2 
oatteries of 5 stamps each for chrome ore .••. 11 

Samuel Streett purchased the mill in 1869, and after the sheriff seized the mill 
in 1873, it was conveyed to William N. Hughes and R. Nelson Rampley. According to 
McGrain, Streett probably operated the mill both before and after acquiring the title: 
The 1867 Hawes Business Directory listed Streett grist and saw mill at Chrome Hill, while 
the 1880 State directory listed A. & L. Street and also H. Streett as millers there. 

McGrain's report continues that Hughes and Rampley sold to N. Oscar Stokes in 1883, 
and he in turn sold it in 1919 to Samuel W. Streett. The sec6nd Streett's flour sacks 
advertised Chrome Valley Mills, Queen of the Pantry Flour, Sharon, Md. The steel overshot 
wheel purchased for a cost of $1780 in 1922 is Slid by one newspaper (The Aegis) to have 
been the largest of its kind in the country at that time. 

The mill closed and stood vacant until 1959, when the property was sold to Mr. and 
Mrs. James H. Campbell, who restored the upper two stories as a home. The mill was 
acquired in 1973 by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fanner, who are undertaking further improvements 
and restoration of the mill complex. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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Unpublished manuscript by John McGra1n, Molinography of Maryland, 
of Maryland Historical Society. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET !F NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

'', f. -

in Library 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Natalie Shivers, Historic Sites Surveyor 8/80 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Harford County Historic District Co1T111ission 838-6000 ext. 207 
STRE!'.T & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 South Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air, MD 21014 

The ~aryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of ~·1aryland, Article 41, Section 1- 81 KA, 
1974 Supplenent. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1101 
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TITLE CHAIN nF CHiW',fE VALLEY l!ILL, Harford County 

Hll 30? 

To James I. and Florine L. t!ampbell f r om 
lessie S . Enfield and Ann Elizaheth Streett 

To Ann Eliz. :itreett and fi . Katharine Streett 
from ~Asie R. Streett ... ,, . 
To Samuel/Street froin N. Oscar f:tokes and H. 
Eliznbeth ;tokes 

To ~1 . Oscar f:toke- s from ilm. N. lfur,he s , R. N. 
tampley, and fra nc is R. Hampley 

To IVm. N. ·lughes and R. Nelson Rampley from 
Sheriff in writ of exponi vend~4J.:tas against 
:!.ciward f>car~orour,h and R. 'Je lson Ra~ley 

7o Ra1•1uel ''treet t. from William A. Fisher, 
trnat.e f'! of inAolvent Chrome Company 

To la l ti more :hrl)r..e :.1i ninr Conpany of '~. from 
J . . J~ :1b Ki.rk 

To J . J enks Kirk from Henry .'!. ~cher, trustee" 
of l::ite "!etheri 11] "including t he s aWl'lill, the 
r11ill dm:i, head race, tail race , dwelling house." 

ro Samuel ;to t..l .erill fron '."-Owar <i Holloway ;, 
Archer I. Jarre tt, trustees in Ckt. Court of 
U. B. in case of '.Im. lleed - vs- Re bee ca Reed ••• 
all of Neils Paradise ••• glady Gr ound ••• Uinster 
.... r. 11~ shows plat of property; no r eference 
or illustration of mill s hovm (These tracts 
had been patented by ~amuel fleed in 1801, 
1812.) 
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N. R. FIELD SHEET 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

Ruin• 0 Unexpo1ed 0 

Moved O 
(Check 

INTEGRIT 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 
. •.· . 

PEIUOO (Clteclr On. or llorfl H A~ete) 

Pre.Columbian 0 16th Century 0 ~.~.,=_o 20th Century 0 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 19th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (lt Applleabl• •ndlC.-n) 

Altl'.AS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Clleclr Ona or I/fore •• Appropriate) 

Abor lglnol Eclucotion 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 0 
Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Raliglon/ Phi · Other (Specify) 0 
Historic 0 ~clustr;::, 0 loaophy 0 

Agrl culture 0 fnvention 0 Sela nee 0 
Art 0 Landscape Sculpture 0 
Commerce 0 Architecture 0 ~o Ca1N11unications 0 Literature 0 
Conurvation 0 Military 0 Thaatar 0 

~chi1e"""v 0 Music 0 Transportation 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Pe··-···· D•I••· E•ente, Etc.) 
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N. R. FIELD SHEET H4-3o? 
;9. MAJOR 818LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

l1V. { U~ ~U/1- ~~d .!/,,;;~? rll Jcf2-3 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATI\ -
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COOROINATES 0 

LATI TUOE AN 0 LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE L.OCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE L.ONGITUOE 1...ATITUDE L.ONG TUOE 

Degree• Minutes Seconds Degrees Minuleo Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 ' . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 9 . . 0 . . 
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STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 
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CODE 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFfCA, ION ' :• NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

llonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
r herebv certify that this property is included .in the 

89-665), l hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated accordmg to the criteria and procecbres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level of signi/Jcance of this nominaUon is: 

National 0 Stale 0 Local 0 
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Keeper of The National Register 

Date [late 
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