
SUMMARY 

HA-312 

Foards Blacksmith Shop 

The rural crossroads service is an important factor in American town planning. 
Where major thoroughfares met one was likely to find a store which sold nearly every­
thing and was a post-office as well, one or more craftsman such as a harness maker or 
cabinet make-- and perhaps ever a doctor or lawyers office. One would also expect to 
find a blacksmith and wheelwright. 

Such was/is the case with Hopewell Crossroads (now called Level) and the black­
smithy run by William Foard and his father has been an integral part of this village 
for a hundred years. 

It was my privilege on August 6, 1980 to spend some time with the son of Edison 
H. Foard, William Foard. Mr. Foard is 95 years old, having been born 
1885. He is of healthy body and mind and a bit of a "ham". He is one of the most 
important historical resources I have encountered. 

It is not the first time that I have met him as I was introuduced to him by Natalie 
at the beginning of the summer. 

It has taken that long to get to Level and to investigate this N.R. district. 
(multiple resource). Very old log houses, frame houses, stores and the almost 
famous Foards Blacksmith Shop are the visual documents of 19th C. "X Roads" life in 
Harford County. More than these are the people who still live in these buildings, 
equally valuable historical resources with even less chances of survival than 
constructions of wood, clay or rock. 

Although the shop no longer produces wrought metal necessities it is nevertheless 
"open" and this venerable information of that which is gone is present each day to 
greet those who would enter. The forges are cold, they have been for years, there is 
even pre-auto left-over stock, but he is there. Mr. Foard is aware of his importance 
both as a retired social necessity and a link with the past ..... 

Whatever can be said of the value of Mr. Foard as a human link with history can also 
be said of Mrs. Annie Stearn (HA-921). We learned much about the woman on August 6, 1980; 
not as much as we could have or wanted to. 

Mrs. Stearn is 84 years old and has spent all of that time within a couple of miles 
of Level. She has lived in her loghouse on the X-Roads since 1937. Hers has not been an 
easy life; it is whatever its quality (considered personally to be high) part of the history 
of this building. 

Mrs. Stearn lives in a log house where she raised 10 children alone during the great 
United States Depression of the 1930s. 

See Summary Continuation Sheet #1 
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1935 was a particularly bad year for this Harford County farm-girl. While pregnant 
with her 10th child she lost both her eldest son and husband in the same year. She "kept 
store" at a location in E. Level (HA-919) for two years and then quit to devote all of her 
time to keeping her family together. She sewed the clothes for ten, she grew a garden 
as she does now, canned for winter time and accepted the generosity of her family and 
neighbors. Her father and brother cut the wood she needed for the stove. As the children 
grew they did not leave. Nine of her ten children still live within 2 miles of their 
mother. Mrs. Stearn said that while they were home there was never any thought of having 
money 'of your own'. Whenever they acquired any the family members always gave their money 
to Mrs. Stearn to use in the family's interest. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Although the house and site played an earlier role in the history of the rural 
crossroads service center of Hopewell Crossroads the real significance of the site is 
the old blacksmithy which Edson Foard erected-c. 1832. 

The stores, wheelwright and blacksmith shop, saddle maker, carpenter and coffin 
maker, doctor etc. were an important collection of services in a rural community which 
knew literally miles of open space. It is an "egg-and-chicken" argument as to whether 
the crossroads drew such services or the collection of such needed matters came first, 
but it is an unarguable fact that they existed and Hopewell Crossroads was one of them. 

Chief among the necessities in an early automated society was the blacksmith. 
Edson Foard and his son William were the blacksmiths for this area. We are fortunate 
that William has lived 95 years and has maintained his health. He has been interviewed, 
taped and photographed repeatedly for years. He has not lost his enthusiasm for explan­
ing his lost art or desire to communicate with those maturing in a time much different 
from his own. 

Building Description 

The old house, smithy and its additions form a rather large complex. The origiMl 
shop, however, is only 24 1 wide and 40 1 long. A 24 1 X 30 1 work area has a storage 
in its north end. The shop is right in the north side of the old road to Havre de Grace 
approximately 100 yards east of the crossroad. It is designed for its process. 

This is a frame· building, gable ended with a longitudenal plan covered with 
but joined vertical weather board. It is and always has been painted barn red. 

Longitudenal in plan the smithy has large 8 1 wide double doors opening to the 
road. Inside are two forges, an open work area, and an endless collection of.materials 
and tools, many of which have been custom made in the site. 

This is a frame building built of circular sawn materials, but having the ancient 
method of post-beam and brace construction. It is well lighted by at least a dozen 
and a half openings. It is assumed that these windows and doors were for both ventila­
tion and light as this woik is both intricate and hot.· Mr. Foard recalls that in its 
prime as many as "several smiths" might be working about the forges with "others on the 
floor" and in summer 11 you 1 d be wet in the seat of your pants 11

• This is a space in which 
heat and human strength have been brought to bear on steel and iron in order to keep a 
community plowing, harvesting, hauling, etc. for almost a century. 

The forges themselves are stone construction approximately 4-1/2 1 X 41 and waist 
high. They are hollowed out to burn coal and are served by brick flues. Three feet in 
front of each forge also at waist level, is an anvil. 

See continuation sheet #1 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The rural crossroads service is an important factor in American town planning. 
Where major thoroughfares met one was likely to find a store which sold nearly every­
thing and was a post-office as well, one or more craftsman such as a harness maker 
or cabinet maker and perhaps even a doctor or lawyers office. One would also expect 
to find a blacksmith and wheelwright. 

Such was/is the case with Hopewell Crossroads (now called Level) and the 
blacksmithy run by William Foard and his father has been an integral part of this 
village for a hundred years. 

It was my privilege on August 6, 1980 to spend some time with the 
~. Ford, William Foard. Mr. Foard is 95 years old, having been born 
1885. He is of healthy body and mind and a bit of a "ham". He is one 
important historical resources I have encountered. 

son of Edison 

' of the most 

It is not the first time that I have met him as. I. was introduced to him by Natalie 
at the beginning of the summer. 

It has taken that long to get to Level and to investigate this N.R. district. 
(multiple resource). Very old log houses, frame houses, stores and the almost 
famous Foards Blacksmith Shop are the visual documents of 19th c. "X Roads" life in 
Harford County. More than these are the people who still live in these buildings, 
equally valuable historical resources with even less chances of survival than 
constructions of wood,:clay or rock. 

Although the shop no longer produces wrought metal necessities it is nevertheless 
11 open 11 and this venerable information of that which is gone is present each day to 
greet those who would enter. The forges are cold, they have been for years, there is 
even pre-auto left-over stock, but he 1s there. Mr. Foard is aware of his importance 
both as a retired social necessity and a link with the past ...... . 

Whatever can be said of the value of Mr. Foard as a human link with history can 
also be said of Mrs. Annie Stearn (HA-921). We learned much about the woman on 
August 6, 1980; not as much as we could have or wanted to. 

See continuation sheet #1 
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Foards Blacksmith Shop 
Level Road 
Level, Maryland 

Description - Continuation Sheet #1 

The north wall of the room contains the work bench; the wall is made of wide pine 
planks nailed vertically and butt joined. That wall has hung on it every kind of metal 
tool and object. Foards Blacksmith Shop is a virtual museum of handcrafted tools and 
such everyday objects as hinges, latches, wheels, plows etc. 
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Foards Blacksmith Shop 

Mrs. Stearn is 84 years old and has spent all of that time within a couple of miles 
of Level. She has lived in her loghouse on the X-roads since 1937. Hers has not been an 
easy life; it is whatever its quality (considered personally to be high) part of the history 
of this building. 

Mrs. Stearn lives in a log house where she raised 10 children alone during the great 
United States Depression of the 1930s. 

1935 was a· particularly bad year for~is Harford County farm-girl. While pregnant 
with her 10th child she lost both her eldest son and husband in the same year. She "kept 
store" at a location in E. Level (HA-919) for two years and then quit to devote all of her 
time to keeping her family together. She sewed the clothes for ten, she grew a garden 
as she does now, canned for winter time and accepted the generosity of her family and 
neighbors. Her father and brother cut the wood she needed for the stove. As the children 
grew they did not leave. Nine of her ten children still live within 2 miles of their 
mother. Mrs. Stearn said that while they were home there was never any thought of having 
money 'of your own'. Whenever theya:quired any the family members always gave their money 
to Mrs. Stearn to use in the family's interest. 
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