
HA-329 

Hopkins-Matthews House 
1839 Trappe Church Road 
Darlington, MD 
Private 

c. 1730 

The Hopkins-Matthews House is said to have been built about 1730, 
according to the present owner. It is similar in form to the Rigbie House 
(HA-4)> a National Register site begun about the same period. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hopkins-Matthews House is a 1-1/2 story frame house, the oldest section of 
which dates from 1730, which is located on the south side of Trappe Church Road 
about one-tenth of a mile west of the intersection of Poole Road near Darlington, 
Harford County, Maryland. The main elevation faces northwest. 

The house has three main sections, the central of which is dominant. This 
part contains the main entrance under a small entry porch in the process of 
reconstruction. The facade has two bays. The steeply gabled composition roof 
has a single interior chimney at the south end of the central section. At the 
rear or southeast side of the enter section are two shed additions. The northern
most section is also 1-1/2 stories, but lower in height than the center section. 
This section contained the original kitchen and had a large open fireplace in the 
north end. The fireplace and hearth have been rebuilt, using many of the orig
inal f ieldstones and retaining the original mantel beam. The roof contains two 
shed dormers on both front and rear elevations. A former open porch on the rear 
elevation has been enclosed. The southernmost section also has shed dormers on 
both elevations and an access drive to the basement level on the south end. 
This section replaces an earlier wing which, according to the present owner, was 
used as a school. The date of reconstruction is unknown. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hopkins-Matthews House is said to have been built about 1730, according 
to the present owner. It is similar in form to the Rigbie House (HA-4)1 a 
National Register site begun about the same period. 

A complete title search on the house was not done in this survey; however, 
the farm was sold to Samuel H. Matthews in 1873 and was described in the deed 
as "the Home Farm upon which Joshua Hopkins resided at the time of his death." 
The property includes parts of the tract "Bachelor's Good Luck". 
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