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Adams Blacksmith Shop 
East Nobles Mill Rd. 
Darlington, Md. 21034 

SUMMARY 

The 1878 Martenet 1 s Map indicates a blacksmith shop in this location, when 
the farm was owned by William Hopkins of Joseph. The shop may have been here in 
1858: Jennings & Herrick Map indicates several buildings around the Mill, all 
under the label, "Govers Mills". Not many mid-19th century blacksmith shops still 
stand, although there is a similar stone one on the William Woolsey Farm near 
Churchville and in Level there is Foard 1 s late 19th century frame shop. 
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MAGI # 1303345516 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Adams Blacksmith Shop 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Northwest side of East N bl es Mi 11 Rd. , 

north of intersection with Nobles Mill Rd., nr. Darlington 
CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

~UILDING(S) 
_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

~RIVA TE ~OCCUPIED 
_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED 

__ BE!NG CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRiCTEO 

~ 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Richard Greider 
~TREET & NUMBER 

RD Box 57 A 
CITY. TOWN . 

Darlington _ v1c1N1TY oF 

II LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REG1s1Rv oF oErns.nc Harford County Courthouse 
.3TRE::l & NUMB~~ 

40 South Main Street 
C!TY TOWN 

Bel Air 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

__ TRANSPORTATION 

~TKtR 

Telephone#: 

STATE' zip code 
Md. 21034 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

~IATE 
Maryland 21014 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY .-LOCAi. 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

~ETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~LTERED 
_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This 1-story, gable roofed rubblestone structure, formerly a blacksmith shop, is 
located on the northwest side of East Nobles Mill Road. 

The structure has board and batten gables and an entrance in the south side, a 
window in the west end, and a boarded-up opening in the north side. The roof is slate. 

Unfortunately the structure is inaccessible and can only be viewed from a distance, 
so further information is unobtainable. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ......ARCHECJLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ 1400-1499 ......ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 ..&°RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_1700-1799 _Ji,RT _ENGINEERING 

6eo0-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS ~DUSTRY 
_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

" I I 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

The 1878 Martenet's Map indicates a blacksmith shop in this location, when the 
farm was owned by William Hopkins of Joseph. The shop may even have been here in 1858 
when the Jennings & Herrick Map indicates several buildings around the Mill, applying 
the general label of 11 Govers Mills 11 to all of them. Unfortunately, neither the 1866, 
1871, or the 1896-97 business directories list any blacksmiths for this area, although 
there are several listed for the nearby town of Darlington (although none by the name 
of William Hopkins, J.O. Gorrell, or Wakeman Scott, the various owners of the farm from 
1865 until 1897 - the 1896 Directory does list a J.S. Gorrell as a blacksmith in Darling
ton). 

The farm on which this blacksmith shop stands is composed of the two tracts 
3achelors Good Luck" and 11 Jones V~mture 11 • In 1865 William Hopkins of Joseph purchased 

the 78 acres fr~m Joshua Hopkins, who had inherited the farm in 1832 from his father, 
Samuel Hopkins. William Hopkins' father, Joseph, may have been Joshua's brother, since 
a mortgage taken out by Joshua on this farm describes the ~roperty as being "subject 
to the life estate of Joseph Hopkins, a lunatic or idiot4. William Hopkins' heirs owned 
the farm until 1897, when it was sold to Mary Dickinson. The adjacent William Hopkins 
House (HA-332) is on the same farm. 

Few mid-19th century blacksmith shops remain in the county, although there is a 
similar stone one on the William Woolsey Farm near Churchville and Foard's late-19th 
century frame shop in Level. 

1. Liber WHO 16, Folio 103 
Liber ER WG 6, Folio 83 

2. Will Records Liber TSB 5, Folio 396 
3. Liber ALJ 9, Folio 75 
4. Liber WSF 90, Folio 157 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land, will, and equity records of Harford County 
1858 Jennings & Herrick Map 
1878 Martenet 1 s Map 
The Maryland State Business Directory by Webb & Fitzgerald; New York 
ctrapin, Bromell, Scott & O'Keefe printers; 1866. 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(See Continuation Sheet #1) 

IJ!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Natalie Shivers 
ORGAN!Z.ATION DATE 

Harford County Department of Planning and Zoning 8/80 
STREET & NUMBER 

45 South Main Street 838-6000 ext. 207 
CITY OR TOWN STilTE 

Bel Air Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was of ficiall~ created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section lSl KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN ~O: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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(Continuation Sheet #1) 
HA-334 
Adams Blacksmith Shop 

- Major Bibliographical References 

The State Gazette and Merchants and Farmers' Directory for 
MD. and D.C.; Balto.; Sadler, Drysdale, and Purnell, 1871 

Ma rvl and and D. C . ..Gazetteer__arui B11s i ness_J)irectory _f_or_ 

1896-1897; Balto.; R.S. Polk & Co.; Vol. IV; 1896 



Libre Folio 

GRG 776 

GRG 474 324 

G~G 267 313 

(will) 
JMM 11 416 

22 252 

WHD 18 3o6 

HDG 35 443 

HD 30 ll6 

(will) 
AJ 2 251 

j 

Title Search 

In 1968, Christopher conveyed 296 acres to Louis E. Brown. 

In 1956, Christopher P. Eilers received 33.29 acres from 
Margaret C. Schuermann and others. 

In 1941, William Schuermann obtained 117 acres from William 
s. Noble. There is mention of land conveyed by Noble to 
the Deer Creek and Susquehanna Railway. 

The 1894~ will of Benjamin Noble the mill to his son, William 
S. Noble. 

In 1969, Gerrand Gover devised "Gover's Mills" to Benjamin 
Noble. 

After the resgtt of an 1862 equity case (Priscilla and An.~ 
Gover U.S. Stevenson Archer); This 1867 deed states that 
Archer sold Govers Mill to Cassandra Gover "Formerly Known 
as Smith's Mill containing forty acres of land". 

In 1849, Phillip Gover transferred his share in ''Smith's 
Mills" to Mary Priscilla Gover, then occupied by Robert 
Gover. 

In 1844, Robert Gover, Jr., imparted to George P. Gover 
30 acres where there was erected a Clover and saw mill, 
which was owned by Robert Gover, Jr. 

In 1790, Priscilla Gover, last will bequeated all of her 
property to be divided between relatives, one of these 
including Robert Gover. 

! 



1. 932/792 

2. GRG 449/485 

3. GRG 373/53 

4. GRG 336/47 

5. GCB 259/269 

6. swc 251/388 

7. JAR 162/98 

8. JAR 158/311 

9. JAR 14 7 /94 

WSF 90/157 

WILLIAM HOPKINS f:CJUSE - HA-332 
an:' 

ADAMS BLACKSMITH SHOP - HA-334 

July 26, 1973 

Nov. 29, 1955 

May 9. 1952 

Oct 31, 1949 

March 1, 1940 

June 15, 1938 

Dec. 27. 1918 

Jan. 17. 1918 

Dec. 16, 1914 

Jan. 30. 1897 

TITLE SEARCH 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Clay and Anna Mae Adams 
Richard L. and Dixie L. Greider 
70.86 A. 

Grantor: Charle: C. and Ada Lee Vaughn 
Hugh C. & Isabell Vaughn 

Grantee: Clay and Anna Mae Adams 

Grantor: Vernon L. and Evelyn H. Coale 
Grantee: Charles C. and Hugh C. Vaughn 

Grantee: Margaret Duncan & Calvin Mace Tra~ 
Grantee: Vernon L. & Evelyn H. Coale 

Acrearie: 75 A. 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 

Grantee: 
Sum: 

Grantor: 
Grant~e: 

Sum: 
Acreage: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
AcrPage: 

Luther G. & Hessie M. Sett ~ 
Margaret Rose Duncan 
Assumption of $3000 mort. 
75 A. "Bachelors Good Luck", "Jorn=: 
Venture" 

E. Frank Warden 
Luther G. & Hessie M. Settle 
75 acres; "Bachelor's Good Luck", 
".Jone_; Venture" 

Robert L. & Vera J. Choate 
E. Frank and Chloe Warden 
$6850 
"Bachelor's Good Luck", "Jones 
Venture" = 75 A. 

Charles L. and Mary B. Couch 
Charles R. and Ruth I. Couch 
Robert L. Choate 
$2250 

Mary E. and William J. Dickinson 
Charles L. Couch 
Charles R. Couch 
$3750 
75 A. 

Wakeman H. & Florrie H. Scott 
Mary E. Dickinson 
$3200 
$75 /'\.. 

(See continuation Sheet dl) 

-------- ---- ·--- --~-



11 . ALJ -8/301 

12. ER WSF 79/109 

13. WHO 16/103 

Continuation Sheet #1 

WILLIAM HOPKINS HOUSE - HA-332 
and 

ADAMS BLACKSMITH SHOP - HA-334 

Sept. 8, 1890 

May 5, 1890 

May 20, 1865 

Title Search 

Grantor: James 0. & Angelina V. Gorrell 
J. Thomas C. Hopkins, trustee 

(Wakeman H. Scott vs. Ellen Hopkins et al) 
2nd part: Angelina V. Gorrell, Florrie H. Sc 
Sum: $6000 
3rd part: Florrie H. Scott 
Sum: $4000 
Acreage: 75 A. 

Wakeman H. & Florrie H. Scott vs. Ellen Hopk 
et al 
Settlement of estate of William Hopkins of 
Joseph 

Granter: Henry C. Stump 
Grantee: William Hopkins of Joseph 
Sum: $4025 
Equity case Joshua Hopkins vs. Edward M. C~e\ 
et al 
Acreage: Land decreed to be sold in 

14. ER WG 6/83 Feb. 23, 1863 Joshua Hopkins vs. Edward M. Chew et al 
Joshua Hopkins owns "Bachelors Good Luck" an 
"Jones Venture" = 78 A. 

15. ALJ 9/75 (Mort) 

16. Will Records TSBS/396 

Sold to Henry C. Stump for $4025 

Mortgagor: 
Mortgagee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Joshua Hopkins 
Gerard Gover of Balto. City 
$8000 
"Bachelor's Good Luck", "Jones 
Venture" 78 fl. 3r Sp 

(subject to life estate of Joseoh Hopkins, a 
lunatic or idiot vis a vis will of Samuel 
Hopkins) 

Will of Samuel Hopkins 1232 
to 2 sons Joshua and Wm. 2/3 of all my land 
during the life of their mother, Sarah, then 
all land 
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Adams Blacksmith Shop 
Darlington, Md . 21034 
Natalie Shivers 
Apri 1, 1980 
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