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HA- 357 
(Check Ono) 

CONDITION 
O Excellent 0 Goacl O Fair IX] Oeteriorotecl 0 Ruins 0 Unupoaed 

(Check On•) (Checlr One) 

~Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moncl ~ Originol Site 

DESCRIBE THE: PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (II known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

The building is a one room brick structure 26~..-.2" x 35'...J+tt, containing 925 
square feet. Tite brick is laid in common bond with ever:r 6th course being 
headers. Tite cornice consists of several corbeled courses of brick. Jack 
arches over all openings are unbonded. All windows and door openings, 
except one of the latter, are boarded up. Brickwork near the ground is 
deteriorating; many soft brick are in evidence, and the pointing is falling 
out; a few bricks at the corners, and under doors, have fallen out. Oyster 
shell is evident in the mortar. 

A door is centered between the windows on the south end and on both the 
east and west sides. Two windows flank the former pulpit on the north end; 
a window in the south gable lit a former balcony, evidence of ~hich may be 
seen inside. A small arched recess, which may once have been stuccoed and 
contained founding and erection dates of this church., is high in the south 
gable. 

Inside, walls are plastered directly on brick; trim (baseboard is missing, 
and window and trim partially existing) was applied directly to the brick, 
and the former pulpit platform is outlined on the nortn wall. 

The ceiling is covered with. bead - center - bead boarding, ana follows the f 
roof pitch a short way to the ridge and then follows the level collar bea::is.1 
A trap door does not exist to get to the attic. ~ 

Double doors, probably original, still exist in the ""st and west openings,'! 
each set of double doors contain eigh.t panels .,...,.. six square panels above I 
two vertical rectangular ones. Only fragments of hardware exist and is of I 
various periods. A pair of cast iron butt hinges and part of a s.liding bolt 
are probably original\ 

The floor is of modern rough. sawn 2 1~ lumber installed by the ::lllitary to 
convert the ouilding to a storehouse. The stairway to the balcony was in 
the southwest corner. Tite balcony floor sloped and had very littie head
room. The profile of stair, balcony floor and its front rail can be seen 
in the plaster. The chimney in the north. gable appears original1 the flue 
is built into the thickness of the wall. 

The roof is covered with granulated rolled 
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SPECIFIC DATElSI (If Applic•ble end Known) 
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0 Prehistoric 

I!] Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

OArt 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

O Education 

0 Engineering 

D Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Arch I tectvre 

0 Literature 

0 Military 
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D 11th c-tury 
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IKJ Religi.,/Ph;. 
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O Science 
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O Theatu 

0 Tronsportati-

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Speclly) 

Attempts have been made by th£ United Methodist Historical Society of 
Baltimore, Maryland, through church records and the land records of Harford 
County, to establish for certain whether it was the "lately erected" 
structure mentioned in a deed of one acre from Joseph Presbury to Methodist 
trustees March 31, 1773. While they have not been able to demonstrate with 
absolute certainty that the existing building is the original_l773 structure 
neither was evidence found that it is not, and they learned that the 
relatively unique door arrangement is copied from the building of Old St. 
Pauls' Church in Baltimore erected in 1731 • 

If, in the future, the 1773 construction can be conclusively demonstrated, 
then the building may well turn out to be the o1dest surviving structure 
in the country built as a Methodist Church. 

The matter of dating this meeting house may also be influenced by the 
observation that the trim elements that remain inside on the window and 
door frames are characteristic of the Greek Revival.style, and as they 
appear to be original, may properly indicate this was not the meeting 
house of 1773 built on this site, but a structure. of a later date, possibly 
of the period 1810-1825. 
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National Register. 
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143~ JCHN STR1:ET BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 212li TELEPHOl"E: (~l/Jl) 523-7822 

Mrs. Preston Parish 
c/o Maryland Historical Trust 
P. o. Box 1704 
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 

Dear Ann: 

September 4, 1970 

As nearly as I can make all this out, Edgewo9d Arsenal's 
Building number 4630 is Quiet Lodge or Presbury House, and 
Edgewood Arsenal's Buildin number 5715 der Neck 
Met Meeting House, affectionat 1 
Old Presbur Meetin House or Church 
(tradition so far as I know) that Presbury family gave 
it. 

Map indications are right. 

Yours very truly, 

James T. Wollon, Jr. 

Enclosures 

---------·- ·--



900 Mountain Road 
Joppa, Maryland 21085 
July 22, 1970 

Mr. Orlando Ridout IV, Director 
The Maryland Historical Trust 
P. o. Box #1704 
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 

Dear Mr. Ridout; 

The Harford County Committee, The Maryland Historical 
Trust has visited the Gunpowder Neck Methodist Meeting House 
on Edgewood Arsenal. An account of what we saw is enclosed 
along with a copy. 

The committee feels the building represents an historical 
institution, even though it is apparently a later structure for 
that institution than the original. We believe it could be 
stablized or preserved with but little expenditure by the Federal 
Government. It may seem unimportant now and may serve no function 
however, it may in the future. We did not feel w§ should give 
the Federal officials license to raze it. 

our guide, Mr. Cresthull, says the officials at Edgewood 
should receive a copy of our report. Would you be kind enough 
to forward the enclosed copy along with a brief note? The note 
should be addressed to: Mr. James Lawrence 

Chief, Facilities Engineering Directorate 
% The Commanding Officer 
Ed~ewood Arsenal, Maryland 21010 

The Harford County Committee appreciates the Federal 
Officials seeking our opinion and commend them for their 
interest. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. M. Carl Johnson 
Chairman, Harford County Committee 
The Maryland Historical Trust 



.. 
GUNPOWDER NECK METHODIST MEETING HOUSE 

On 21 June, 1970, members of the Harford County Committee 

of the Maryland Historical Trust visited the Gunpowder Neck 

(or Old Presbury) Methodist Meeting House on the Edgewood 

Arsenal military reservation with archaeologist Paul Cresthull 

as our guide. The abandoned structure was reported to be in 

decaying condition, and Federal officials on post desired the 

opinion of a local historical agency or group. 

C. Milton Wright has recorded the history of this 

structure in his book, Our Harford Heritage (A History of 

Harford County, Maryland), 1967. Mr. Wright states that the 

structure was erected in 1772, but all visible evidence on the 

building indicates a date of c. 1850. 

The brick is laid in common bond with every 6th course 

being headers. The cornice consists of several corbeled 

courses of brick. Jack arches over all openings are unbonded. 

All window and door openings, except one of the latter, are 

boarded up. Brickwork near the ground is deteriorating; many 

soft bricks are in evidence, and the pointing is falling out; 

a few bricks at the corners, and under the doors, have fallen 

out. Oyster shell is evident in the mortar. 
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A door is centered between two windows on the south end 

(toward the road) and on both the east and west sides; two 

windows flank the former pulpit on the north end; a window in 

the south gable lit a former balcony, evidence of which can 

be seen inside, and a small arched recess, which may once 

have been stuccoed and contained founding and erection dates 

of this church, is high in the south gable. 

Inside, walls are plastered directly on brick; trim 

(baseboard, now missing, and window and door trim partially 

existing) was applied directly to the brick, and the former 

pulpit platform opposite the south end door is outlined on 

the wall. 

The ceiling is covered with bead-center-bead boarding, 

and follows the roof pitch a short way to the ridge, and then 

follows the level collar beams. A trap door does not exist 

to get to the attic. 

Double doors, which are probably original, still exist 

in the east and west openings; together, a set of double doors 

contains eight panels - six square panels arranged above two 

vertical rectangular ones. Only fragments of hardware exist, 

and what remains is of various periods. A pair of cast iron 

butt hinges and part of a sliding bolt are probably original. 

The floor is of modern, rough sawn 2 x's installed by the 
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military to convert the building to a warehouse. 

The former stair to the former gallery was in the south-

west corner. The gallery floor sloped, and had very low head-

room. The profile of the stair, the gallery floor and its 

north front rail can all be seen in the plaster. 

The chimney in the north gable appears original; the flue 

is built into the thickness of the wall. 

The area immediately surrounding the church is fairly 

remote; woods surround the building across a rather well 

mown grassy area to the north, east, and west, and the roadbed 

of a former railroad is nearby to the northwest. The closest 

buildings are up and down the road to the east and west, half 

a mile away or so. 

We could see no evidence of a cemetery. 

1. J. Edmund Bull 
2. W. Paul Hicks II 
3. Mrs. Carl Johnson 
4. J. Harlan Livezey 
5. James T. Wollen, Jr. 
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