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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This structur( : . ·.. ~. 11 toi. J <.lo 1 (.iu:> f ollowine : .·c1 :.1.-'t Lon l~ . 1 .n froM an 
arl.i.er surve;:r done by Jean S. Ewing . 

"Frame house, asphaJ.1, shir:iglt over clai">bC!ard . L-.. hapcd, a lear-to kitchen has a large 
chimney and may have been the ori~inal house . Tlic main part faces couth, 3 bays by 1 , 
with windows six liehts over six. 'lhe ridgclinE' r ns east-rrest , the roof is_ .A sh.aped . 
One chifuney rises aJ ong on inside w 11 to peak . 11 
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This building was bu.lit mu"h later them rtost of the structures in Laridum, as it. does 
"not appear on the }(.arter. t nap. It wa .. prob ... bly built in the 1P.90 ' s by Josep11 Spencer, 
" o :ay linv hec-n related to Jarret.t. Spencer, ~.he mmer of a loc- 1 t"vern. 

Both the fpencu lots a id the lots on th othe::.· side of the; '-otcl wUl e. o-.med by a 
Joeeph L. Burkins. The other lots once cor.rtained a houst. that was first ownm by 
Benjamin Heath, one of the proprietors of the larce warehouse ir. the town. Dnr · r.e the 
1870's, Mary • Stephenson op(.:I'ated a bakery "rom the building • 

. .,. . 
1, . 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Harford County Land Records 
!art n~t ' s ttap or 1878 
Silver, Qbert P.; L:'lpi ;UT'l, lf388 . 
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1 · t one-h ill acre ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

••• .;; 1 · · , · 1 , ... • ~ o 1 the r•est side of ...apidu111 Road near tt e int1.rsection 
-w"ith ~ f '"ord l'6ad . It is bonnie on the north by he ?rice hot f'e site and to 
t.he south by the Lyle property. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Joseph Spencer House 

In 1968, Joseph L. Burkins sold Lots five and six in Lapidum 
to the Maryland State Lepartrnent of Forests and Parks . 

In 1946, brnest Wood sold Joseph L. Burkins Lots five an~ six 
in Lapidum, also known as the Stevenson House property . 

In 1932, the: Safe Deposit anc Trust Company of Eeltimore sold 
Lrnest tr . ~loon Lots five and six of the Stevenson House property. 

As a result of an equity cesE in 1925 involving Elizabeth Bruen 
Archer and Williams . Archer, the property was transferred to 
the Safe Deposit and Trust Campany of baltimore (l 24). This firm 
was to act as a trustee in the place of the late Robert t.rcher . 

In 1890, Henry W. Archer, Jr., 1 rustee for the estate of Henry 
W. h.rche r sold the lots to Robert Archer, trustee for Elizabeth 
Archer. 

In 1885, Mary E . Stephenson sold the two lots to Henry W. Archer . 

Romulus R. Griffith sold the lots to Mary I!.. Donahoo in 1866. He 
had purchased the property that same year fran Isaac Amos, sheriff 
and auctione•~, 

In 1862 , Ann Archer sold the property to Benjamin F . Heath. The 
lots had been Archer land and laid out as part of Lapidum in 1858. 
********************************•*****************************·** 

In 1968, Joseph L. Burkins sold Lot 19 and one - half of lot 20 to 
!he ?-taryland Department of Forests and Parks . 

In 19~7, Joseph L. Burkins bought the t-wo parcels fran Joseph H. 
Burkins . 

HannabE. Spencer, wido-w, sold the lots to Jor-eph A. Burkins in 
1928. 

In 1893, Joseph E . Spencer sold the property to Hannah E . Spencer . 

Robert Archer, trustee, sold the lots to Joseph E. Spencer in 1892 . 

In 1890, Henry W. Archer , Jr . , sold the lots to Itobert Archer 
trustee for ?oiary A. Archer . These lots were previously .Archer ' 
property -which wesf"laid out as Lapidum in 1857. 
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In 1817, Cassandra Stump, w.i.dow of John Stump, conveyed the 
t;ract.. where Lapidum would be situated to /:m and Tiobert Archer . 

In lFI04, John Stump purchased this tract , bein;; part of Eightrap, 
from S::inmel Gover . 

Samuel Gover obtained 273~ acres from his father, ~erra.rd Gover, 
in 1797 . 




