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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Lapiil um Lock 
ANDIOR COMMON 

. l)LOCATION 
·,, r STREET• NUMBER 

Stafford Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Lapidum VICINITY OF 

STATE 
\4,, ... , .... d 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT X PUBllC _OCCUPIED 

- BUILOINGISI _PRIVATE -11NOCCUPIED ,...., 
....:STRUCTURE - BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

- BEING CONSIDERED .:..:_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

1nturril Resources 
STREET a NUMBER 

"'awes State Office Build·ng 
CITY TOWN I 

Annapdlis _ VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEED~ETC 

STREET a NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

i. nrf ord County Co irthouse 

tn South P..a.in Street 
Bel Air 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE --..MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL _PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCI 

- ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone i : 2"7-5l56 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Ma l~nd :J 1 11 

Liber t : P..ccords :ire. nlao 

Folio #: wit Pnil=idclp i 
'J:""1 .,...4-,...; n 

STATE Har.rlrnd 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

QTY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_:FAIR 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

..:_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

mh·s lock is about 150 feet lon0 and riuhte n £et w' de, construc~ed of uranite 
blocks w'1 • c'1 h"lVe 1:-e t · c Ll.o sly cit and fitted. The lock parallels tte river 
and t'1e southerti ends ~laroo out. Therc:.: is still so of' t old lock ~ te and 
'1 archmrr re?"'la · ri.l ng. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-"'IEHISTOIUC 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- 1400· 1499 

- 150(). 1599 

- 1I00· 1Cl99 

_1700-1799 

!..1 I00-1899 

_ 1900. 

-ARCHEOLUliY· PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

~OMMERCE 

- COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

_COMM UNITY PL.ANNING - LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION - LAW 

_ ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE 

- EDUCATION _ MILITARY 

-ENGINEERING _ MUSIC 

- EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

.-INDUSTRY _ POLITICSIGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

_ RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

~RANSPORTA TION 

_ OTHER ISPECIFYI 

,. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. . 

A canal conpany ~s ch-irtered by the r.cneral .Ass~bly of ~aryland as early os 1783, 
but construction of tuc canal · tsclf did not begin unti.l 18361 'l'he lock at Lapidum 
wo~ one of nin 1o~ks ronst:ructed alone the Harford County pontlon of the canal 
d lrlnz 1936-183?. T' e State of Maryland had granted a loan of t'il, 000, 000 to the canal 
company to , .. nish the constru 1tion. The lon;.; d lay · the watt.n·ay' s construction 
dooned i~ to a prematur ·eath, ror in th~ 1340's the first rrdl lines cane irto 
t>eing in the area, '!'ho Reading Railroad lensed t'ie en.rm!· ·n 1872 a•1d used i .. as a 
coal route u:i untµ the early 1900' s . The lockecpor durine the bettor years was a 
Roy Price, and thp lock was known as Stephenson's Lock. The railroads, the obso-
Mcence of such h. means of transport and "loods forced the canal to be abandoned by 

, Fir st !or ld 'ar. 

The Martenct map and the 18~9 plat of La,idum s 0r1 a lock house located on the other 
side of ntafford P..oad opposite the lock. The s'-ructure on that site today is beir.e 
investigated t see if it is the same lock house • 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Harford ~ounty Dir~ctory- 1953 
Wri1ht, C. 'li.lton; Our Par.ford l-Joritt'ge, 19 7, French Bray, alt · ore. 

CONTINUE ON SEP~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJ<;EOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY , r s th , , s acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

mhc lock is located between 31.:.-"'ford ro~d and the Susq ann:i River, r.ot far 
from the intersection of Stafford anJ "apidun Roads. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paul I • Penrod 
ORGANIZATION 

.!arylnnd Histor ·en] 'J'rnst 
STREET 6 NUMBER 

Shaw House, 21 str te Circle 
CITVORTOWN 

Annanolis 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

STATE 

l1aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

~•· uoa 







Lapidum Lock HA- 382 
Stafford Road 
Lapidum , MD 
Paul Penrod 4/76 
looking south 


