
HA-389 

William F. Silver House 
521 Darlington Road 
Darlington vicinity 
Private 

1857-58 

The William F. Silver House is one of the more architecturally 
sophisticated of the Silver houses in the Deer Creek-Glenville 
area. Its compact verticality and emphatic cornice line suggest 
the influence of the Italianate style, although it remains a 
largely vernacular house on the order of the Benjamin and Jeremiah 
Silver houses (HA-398; HA-384). As one of the group of Silver 
houses, it occupies a visually prominent location between the 
site of the large John A. Silver House (HA-385) and the Benjamin 
Silver house. 
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11 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 

Harford 
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_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 
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_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 
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Illinois 60521 
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Polio #: 

STATE 

Maryland 

Maryland Historical Trust Historic Sites Inventory 
DATE 

c. 1970 _FEDERAL X,STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 
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SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 

Maryland Historical Trust 

Annapolis 
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B DESCRIPTION 

X.EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X _ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The William F. Silver House is a 2~ story stone house with Italianate 
detail dating from 1857-58, with associated outbuildings, located on 
the east side of Darlington Road (Md. Rt. 161) about 1/4 mile north 
of the intersection of Harmony Church Road. The main section of the 
house faces west. 

The house consists of two stone sections, the smaller and perhaps older 
being a two story wing north of the main section. The main section is 
generally square in plan and has a hipped slate roof with wide over
hanging eaves and a bracketed cornice. The original main entrance to 
this section is in the three-bay south elevation. The doorway is in 
the west bay and has a transom and sidelights with a decorative <lentil 
molding at the top of the door frame. The current main entrance is 
in the west elevation which has a one-story shed roofed porch. A bay 
window is located just to the left of the porch. The sills and lintels 
in the main section are finished granite masonry, while the walls are 
coursed rough cut stone. Two interior brick chimneys rise from the 
roof. 

The two-story stone wing has a slate gable roof with the ridge on a 
north-south axis. The stone in this section is more varied in color 
and the lintels and sills are rough cut. An open concrete terrace 
adjoins the east side of the wing. 

A one-story stone cottage, possibly former slave quarters, is located 
about 75 feet northeast of the main house. The cottage has a single 
door and window on the south elevation. The gable roof is slate. 
An interior chimney rises from the west gable end. 

A large frame bank barn on a stone foundation is located about 50 yards 
north of the main house. Exposed stone foundations suggest the barn 
was once much larger than the existing structure. The present barn 
has board and batten and vertical siding and a slate roof. About 
fifty feet west of the barn are two frame wagon sheds, one now used 
as a garage. The sheds have vertical siding and stone foundations 
with slate roofs. 

A frame tenant house is located about 40 feet north of the northernmost 
wagon shed. The house is one story on a concrete block foundation with 
a central brick chimney and a composition roof. A shed entry porch 
on the south or main elevation covers the two-bay facade. A shed rear 
addition has german or novelty siding. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_1400-1499 
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_ECONOMICS 
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_ENGINEERING 
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_INVENTION 
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_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 
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_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLiTICStGOVERNMENT LOTHER !SPECIFY! 

local history 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

The William F. Silver House is one of the more architecturally 
sophisticated of the Silver houses in the Deer Creek-Glenville area. 
Its compact verticality and emphatic cornice line suggest the 
influence of the Italianate style, although it remains a largely 
vernacular house on the order of the Benjamin and Jeremiah Silver 
houses (HA-398; HA-384). As one of the group of Silver houses, it 
occupies a visually prominent location between the site of the large 
John A. Silver House (HA-385) and the Benjamin Silver house. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

~he exact date of construction of the William F. Silver House is 
.clear; however, Gershom Silver is said to have built a stone house 

on this property about 1811 (B.S. Silver, bur Silver Heritage, p. 3001). 
It is possible that parts of that house may exist in the present structure, 
particularly in the north wing. The southern section was built by 
William F. Silver beginning in June 1857 (B.S. Silver, Our Silver 
Heritage, p. 3602). 

NOTE: This form consolidates two original survey numbers under HA-389. 
These are HA-390 (Servants Quarters) and HA-391 (Barn). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

TX 

Harford County Department of Planning & Zoning November 1982 
STREET & NUMBER <ELEPHONE 

45 South Main Street (301) 838-6000 Ext. 207 
C'TY OR TOWN STATE 

Bel Air Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by a~ Act of the Maryland Legislatu~e, to be found in the 
,rmnotated Cede of Maryland, ArtL::le 41, Section 181 L:'.\, 
19 7 4 Supp1e:nent. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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819/222 

305/367 

275/68 

162/496 

30 June 1969 

12 May 1947 

WILLIAM FINNEY SILVER HOUSE 

HA-389 

CHAIN OF TITLE (PARTIAL) 

Grantor: Jane M. Dewey, divorced 
Grantee: Alvin P. & Jean A. Lehnerd 
Acreage: 120 

Grantor: Fred G. Richardson and Anne B. Richardson 
Grantee: Jane M. Dewey 

16 September 1942 Grantor: Henrietta Silver, unmarried 
Grantee: Fred G. Richardson 

21 April 1919 

Acreage: 124 

Grantor: Harry and Mary E. Silver 
Grantee: Henrietta Silver 
Acreage: 130 
" . . . being the same 1 and of which Wi 11 i am 
Silver, the father of the said Harry and Henrietta, 
died seized and possessed and which has descended 
to the said Harry, Henrietta, and a certain David 
H. Silver as the heirs at law of the said William." 

(See also 115/251, 8 June 1905, David H. Silver conveyed his interest in the property 
to Henrietta Silver. See also Estate of William Silver, Estate Docket 2/319.) 
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William F . Silver House 
Harford County 
Photo : Janet Davis 
November 1982 
South elevation 
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William F. Silver House 
Harford County 
Photo: Janet Davis 
November 1982 
West Elevation 
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William F. Silver House 
Harford County 
Photo: Janet Davis 
:lovember 1982 
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Slave quarters, south elevation 
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William F . Silver llouse 
Harford County 
Photo : Janet Davis 
November 1982 
Barn, south elevation 
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