
SUMMARY 

HA-396 
- 1.rihn Cole House 

enville Road 
Churchville, Md. 21028 

The Deer Creek area is full of significant structures and this house is one 
of them. 

It is a farmhouse constructed of native stone and typical in its decorative 
elements of the 1870's. Perhaps most important is its plan which is the tried and 
true center hall plan with the regionally important basement kitchen. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

John Cole House 

Exterior 

This dwelling is a c. 1870's stone house that has received multiple frame additions 
in this century. The original building is a two story stone structure that faces West. 
Its walls are made of fieldstone with large cut stone quoins and it is capped with a 
slate gable-end roof. The fenestration is regular utilizing all 2/2 sash. The original 
house is 3 bays wide and two deep. 

Interior end chimneys with uncorbeled brick caps and the centrally located entrance 
suggest the fact that this is a center hall plan consisting of the hall itself and flanking 
parlours. There were five fireplaces and all the mantels of which are stored in the barn. 

Interior 

There is strong evidence that the basement of this house contained the kitchen. 
There is a large fireplace on the East end of the room. While the chimney piece is gone 
the crane remains. It is a 49 11 high by 47 11 wide opening in a chimney with 7 1 breast 
and 23 11 depth. The entire chimney was plastered and painted as was the rest of the r 

The ceilings were left exposed exhibiting 311 X 911 vertically sawn joists. The 
floorboards of the upper level are 8 1 911 above the cellar floor. 

The main level is divided into two parlours on either side of a center hall. Each 
room had its own fireplace. The hall has entrances at both ends and like other doorways 
in the house these are finished with sunken-panel reveals. It is only 6 1 wide and contains 
an open dogleg stairs that is 31 wide. This is an open stairs with turned balusters 
and a dark {wa·1nut?) hand rail. A window in the North wall lighted the landing prior 
to its being closed off. 

The second floor and finished attic reflect the plan below i.e. a hall with a room 
on either side. the attic rooms are typified by their trapezoidal tray ceilings and 
knee-walls. The roof framing is unexposed. 

Outbuildings 

Approximately 40 yards East of the house are a modern bank barn and corn crib. Both 
buildings utilize such materials as circular sawn lumber nailed with wire nails and 
concrete foundation. 

The springhouse, however, appears to be of the same vintage as the dwelling. It is 
constructed of like stone and utilizes a common plan. Its ridge is 17 1 411 long and the 
building is 10 1 wide and straddles a spring stream. The roof is a replacement and incor­
porates a 51 overhang on the north end. A 24 11 X 1411 window vents the west side and a 
centrally located door is in the north wall. The overhang covers a sunken area 
and the spring opening itself is in the north wall of the enclosure. 
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The Deer Creek area is full of significant structures and this house is one of 
them. 

It is a farmhouse constructed of native stone and typical in its decorative 
elements of the 1870's. Perhaps most important is its plan which is the tried and 
true center hall plan with the regionally important basement kitchen. 
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John Cole House 

Glenville , t·~d . 

Wayne Nield 10/1')81 
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