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Rigbie House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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_x Escellrnt Good _ , F 011 l I Detr1101oted I J Ruin> 1 I Unopo,rd 
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t •C.SCRIOC T ... E '-hf!:tl..Hl AN .... ' l'-f l Cfl-'A L 1rt ~ru~wut f •H' ~tCAL AP""l AHA.l .. Cf 

: This frame anti stonC' onc-;mJ-:1-h:tlf story stnu.:t11rC' in two p:1rts f:1n':• -;11111.: 

i in :1 grove of oak tn·cs on ;1 pl:1tc:111 1,•c•st of the' ~11scp1C'h:1nn;i l~i\•C'r so111i11·:1st 
o~ BcrklC'y. It j:; notahk for the cxquisitC'ly p;11wllcJ jntcri0r :md th<' 
llfl('\"C'nly-pitdll' d roof Of 1ht• f1·:11!1t' SC'l"tinll, :mil f°Ol' th<' loll~'. lO\\' v:IS1 :,111:• . 

' The larger 1,cst section of fr:1111t•, lvC':1tl1crhn:1rdl'd, is :il111<lst s<111:11·c· . ~rn: 
. thrC'e !>:1ys by thrC'1:, 1dth :dmlo\\s !l lights over ll, its pe:tkcd ronr ridiC'· 

l:ne runs east-1-.c:->t 1\ith :i larg<..' hrick l.'.hinmey rising insiJe thC' \\Cst l':1hk . 
. Til<.' south slope of the roof has thrN' !->harp) y pe.11-.ed dormers ovC'r \d ndo1, s 

11 l i).!hts O\'C'r 9. The north slnpl', lC'ss stC'ep, C'Xten(lc; over a long 11:1rn'"' 
r~o rth room tll:1t •.\'1S once t•.,o sm.ill rooms. (l!pstairs :1 J0ng d11r111vr nm, 
enl aq:.cs thC' north bedroom.) 

Pest0re<l jn l~l:)J to what w:i~ hc.'1 ic\•cJ t0 he its condition in 1781, he f ind 
1w•:. th;it it h:1J alrc:JJy bet'll :iltC'l't'J :it the early <late from its origi11:1I 
sh:-t?e ! anJ it c;;n bC' surmi seJ that thj s change tool.. pl ace, pC'rh:tj)S, :is l' .11·1' 
:1s 175~. 

Tl:1s frame section contains some very fine ~•ootl"ork. The living l"O<'ll' j .: 

fully ;ianelled. \dth ;;n exccption:1J Jy ri~h moldin~ around the p:rnC'l:;. Tht· 
treatment o\er the fireplace between the t1,·0 Kest 1dndO\\S h;1s r;ii.sC'J fj(· ld-
ed panels abo\'e a handsome late c:t>orgian mantel. A st:drcasC' with c;1n(•d 
stej)-cnds ard a walnut rallinp. rises to the north ;ilong the cast wall, 111n1 s I 
at a !anJin& in the corner, ;mJ (:ontim1es in one rnnrC' smnll fli ~ht t o t he 
:'e..::ond floor. Tne dining room to the north, h~1s one wal 1 of ra i sC'J j):llh' Ii n:: . 

'Jon~ lo~ ~in~ runs east, one room dee~. The first room hns stone "':111~ 
"'er th'O feet th id. A cent r::i l ch imncy ri scs from a ht1f!e cooU ng f i r C' -
:ll a ce 1·:ith :its crane still in 1>lace behinJ the \\ide hrick hearth. !\ 1d11.l ­
i n ( st:iir.:::ise in the flrcpla·c~-w:il J ll" ldS to n small heJroom 111hkr till' I ••:. 
C.i'.'<.'S. ~ooms east of this oJcl l..itchen wcrC' built jn E);)J for :1 lll<'lkrn 
hjtc~en and laundry. 

!lc :?vy r.la:: onry supports in the cC'J Jnr indicate a larger fireplace th:m that 
e x:..sting in the 1 i vin!! room. This archC'd SU;"lport extends acros-; tw0-th i nl .; 
of the ;,inclO\dess west '>•:all to the· nortln·:clt corner of the roo11. Thi'" 
~nn:-· i rms i.enry ChandJee 1-orr.ian's pl:in vie"' of th0 house (sec t.:opy of hi ~ 
:::etch on continuation ~heet 111). This change w:~s made in tht' 1atC' IRth 
.:-e·nury. The elegant smal 1 er f1 reµJ ace in the present west wnl 1 :md tiw 
t"o !·: incio: .. s be.:.iJc j t are rcmf'mhcrcd hy our contemroraTy 111c111hers of the 
.Jones fami.ly \\'ho liveJ i.n thC' house jn the l:ite lSOO's. There se<'m~ t11 
hw:c been only 111odcr:1tC' 1"e:.i l th :11no11g tlH' prccC'Jin$! owners unti I 1vc g<) 
h:i ..:l. as f.1r as .l~11nes IHghiC' rn thC' J750 ' s, C>O ' s and 70's whC'n the li\'in;: 
r ,• 1:: • . .-:is 11scJ ·'" :1 ro11 rt room. 

l llenry Ch:rndlcc Formnn l::irlr i-l:111or :tntl Plantation lio11sc:; or 'l:1n· J.1111l 
(!. :~ston, 1 '.::iryl:rncl: Br the Au~hITT-;-E>:VI) I'· l.'.UI. ------- -- ·-·--' · 

t :;cC' ~·ont i 1111:it 1 on shcvt I' I t 
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_::: P•e ·Columboon ! 16 th Century 

j 15th (.,n lu•~ 17th ( ,.,,..,,~ , ____ _ 
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E n91 necr' ng 
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1 lnvcnt1t"1• 

Ar t lu lrftutr 

L1h·1ot1111· 

M 1••,11 

X 1811- Ccntuq ih tl • ( '''""'' 

11' 1h r 1•11fuf) 

:)\ Pol,.,rol 

F\rlo9•01. Ph1 . 

lo-."phy 

5.t .......... . 

' •• 1111 ll 11t11on 
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I ltt"otr1 

J .. ..... ,,, ... ...... .. 

Urho1• J"lowu1u1 

Othcu 1.-.,., .. 1h- 1 

0 S1 Jl.1t!Atf•1 .,., . :-,,,.,.•,,tt-ICAN\I 

[ The JU~bjc llousc- 1·::ts t11ice t!w srcnc of i1r.rCtrtant cvc:lt!' in C1ur rm111tr~· '~ 
hjstor~· . In .\?ril 1781 Laf;1ycttc' s offjcers q11ellccl :i mutiny t~1:lt •ni1!.i1 
h:t\' C' ;'reventctl his ;1r1:1y of ~:c,, f:n)!l:.inu troops, '"ho hnd bcr11 hc:idcd :101!1, -
·.,-ard. from turning south ;i~;,iin to join r.rncn.11 \.rccnc :Hlll C:c1wr;1J :·::1sii ­
ingt o n :it Yorht01m. in \"hi .. ·h c.::1"c th:1t h:1ttlc might ncvt'r h;n•c hc<·11 
four.ht .- L:1r l iL'I' it h;1d hl:l' ll OIH' or ;1 scrivs of forl'st O ill j'llS t .; r11 rt­
ificd ag;ri11::;t th<..' Jndi;111s ;111d rc11res.:ntin~ LorJ Balti111o n ' 's c.:l:1i:n uf II• .~.: 

to J:in,1 c xt cnuin; nurtii to t~.<.· 4ot;1 i";.ir:1llcl, a clair1 J.!.s puted ~ ·irt y :·<'=1r" 
l:ttcr by :·:ill i;i1:1 flcnn tJuS~) untD tnc :!ason Dixon l inC' 1>·:is s c· t in 1-,,-.-

Ti1 is is t he m;inor ho11sc of :'hil.i 11
1 s :111rch;1sc, ::?,000 :icrcs \\'illl•,I t n 

.\:n .. :111 R.i~hiL' h:· his ~: r :1 11di":1th c 1 · 'l1h•m:1s Tc-111.."h of /\n11:1 r·o li s. 11j. ·f•il· ·~·· 111 
cJ !11.•rc h .. · 1·o r c J:':)~ : i1;1\'ln ~ sold 111·r tlil'L'(' :-.111:lllcr 1r:11:ts 11' T~~1m:1' .!.)1 1 •. 
t 17'~ S), ~errolJ llo;,kins ll:'~S) :11111 ll cn r~· Co:ilc (1731). i lC' r:iised 11,h: .. ·,·· . 
shij']"~ing his cro;1 to 1:11gl;md h:· ,,;1y of Lis ,,·:-irchon!">c at t1H' por1 p;· 
La,~jd 1111i. lie h:iJ :1 Stl,rt' :l!on~ the ro:1d fr0u1 .Jo pj1;1 t o l>:ild Fri:1r (pn1h.1!• l : 
:it t!1e forl\ of tiw ro;id to J.:1J1iJu111 :1t ll;irl ingtc,n) . Jn ,~;1rt1H·rs!Ji 1 '": 1 
.~:.icuh r;j l cs ;inJ .John 11:1 IJ, 1,1 Cr;1nhc 1·r;· he built anJ <·1~e r:itt .i th .. · C:11:1.,.(· 1 -

lanJ 1'or gc on lk'c r CrcC'k Just :1hovc <.:;tafford. /\n<l he js l•clJl'Vvd t11 l i. 1· •• 

built a gristmill ;it 1·.j]son's ;.:ill on Deer Creek on a tr;ict callC'd "·1r ~ ... , . • _, 
Ch;:mce dC'edccJ to his son .bmes jn 1743 , one of t :1c earliest mill~ i:1 
ifarfor<l County. ln 17:)5 he: \\·as comrliss:ioncd Colonel in thL· -(;i,·;1 Ir:· t1 · 

B::ilti::iorc lnm: !i:trforJ) Cot1nty, ;md given the ad<lit:ion:iJ rC's 1mnsi hi Ii t : 
thrvc.. yc;ir.; 1 :1tcr of : 111 : 11)jh> i.nt 111ent ;1s :Ji )!h .Shc:ri ff. 

.J:unc~ J~igh3l: . ~::ait:111 1 :-- cldc-st son. i11lwrjtl',I this prop .. •rt:· ;1t his ,·:n t ... 1·• ..., 
Jc:.ith in 17'5::?. ;ilon ~· 1·:ith sonw of his j11diciary :ind 11dJitnry pmv("'r..;. 
Caj't.1i11 of t11 .. · ::: I i t i:1 :111d lli gh :.;hl'1·i ff of l::iltii:11)rc (11t11·: ll :trlonlJ 1·11111 11 ·. 
h~ is thought tu h:n·t· hui It tlH' c-lq'.<.lllt frmuc• sect io11 of the liPtJ Sl' 11r 
perh;.1p s rebuilt the in1c1·i0r us ill~'. tlw !';t1H' lled li YillJ~ n)1,1:1 :1' hi -. , ·p11r1 

rov::1 , llt•rv 1:t'1H·r;il l.:1r.1yl' lt1· 1,;1 " n·n· iv1·d i11 17Xl . 111·' t1·1"'i' " _.,,,11, .. 1 
:1 t t:tl: hu ~:l' ri rl'l1):1n· Iii till' old kit1.', Jl•11, tl 1vi ,. 111111 i11: nr t!i :ll 111 )'11 1 
r ,·:;o lvvd th~ IH' \I i1t<1 n1i11 g . 

t"hmcd in l<1tl' T y<':1r-. h :: the· Hl'vd, :\l• l snn , :11111 .Jn11vs f;1111i lil·s. 11H· hi · 1 .. , .. 
1 llf t !H· hu1tSl' i-.1" n·-di~ ,· 11vv1·1·J i11 1~ 1:; 1 lty .'. Alv:-.i :. Sltriv1· r 111' 11"· 1:.1rl·" · 
1 !!i:· 111 1·i 1.·:11 ">111·i 1.·1:·. \\J .. 1 111·r..;1 1.1.l. ·.I 1111 · "'"tll · 1·:. 111 c ll' :tr 11rr 11tc · i- 1:1-. 11 1 

l.0\'l'l'illg t!l<..' p:111 .. ·I ll•d i111 .. •d1) )• rni· ii n • l<.·h1·:1tjon nr 1ht• l'.-111 It :11111i\'1·1"· II" 
nf ":v1wr:1l J.:i r:1yl· ttv ' :.; visi t. 

(:•t•1· 111111 i 11 11:1 t i1111 -.1 11·1·1 I' 'I 

- - ·- --- ... -
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l. 5TATE 

COUNTY 

Maryland 
Harford 

TOWN Dar Ii ngton v1c1N1TY 

STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL owNER Nathan Rigbie 
ORIGINAL usE Owe 11 i ng 
PRESENT OWNER John E. Clark 
PRESENT USE Dwelling 
WALL coNsTRUCT10N Frame and stone 
NO. OF STORIES f-1 /2 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

2. NAME 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

A RCHI TE CT 

BUILD ER 

INVE~JTORY HA - 4 

Rigbie House 

1732 - 1750 
Colonial 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 1iQ 

The Rigbie House is situated on a hill. It is three bays wide 
and three bays deep. The slate roof is a •catslide• under 
which the main section entrance door is centered. The first 
floor level windows have 9 over 9 window sash, and shutters. 
There are three pedimented roof dorme,r-s' with 6 over 6 sash and 
the rear facade has a I arge sh·ed dormer. 

The "great room•, panelled to the ceiling on all the wal Is, 
contains the open staircase. This woodwork 1s of fine quality 
and gives distinction to both the room and staircase. Behind 
the "great room• is a long narrow room used by the present 
owner, as a dining room. 

An earlier kitchen wing is 1-1/2 stories, the flat roof of 
which is topped by a railing; and a screened porch extends 
across the front facade. The wing roof contains two 6 over 6 
sash dormer windows. The siding of the wing is beaded shiplap, 
but there is, reputedly, stone beneath this wood sheathing. 

(continued on page 2) 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optio.,al) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

See Page 2 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS ANO TITLE (1F RECORDER 

Michael O. Bourne 
Maryland Historical Trust 

DA TE OF RECORD March I I , 1968 



HA - 4 
Rigbie House 
Harford County 

Page 2 

A Harford County Historical Society marker reads: 

• lafaye·tte 
at 

Col. Rigbie's House 

Had Lafayette failed in queling the 
mutiny of his troops here on Friday 
April 13, 1781 the Battle of 
Yorktown might never have been 
fought.• 

Item 8. Published Sources 

Forman, Henry ChandleE~ 

Early Manor and Plantation Houses 
of Maryland, 1934 
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