HA-4
Rigbie House

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 02-18-2004
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iThis frame and stonc onc-und-ua-half story structurce in two parts {aces sonty

I . .
in a grove of oak treces on a platean west of the Susquehanna River sonthenst

‘of Berkley. It is notable for the exauisitely panelled interior and the
cuncvenly-pitched roof ol the frame section, and for the long Jow east wing,

| The larger west scction of frame, weatherboarded, is almost square, Now
three bays by three, with windows 9 lights over o, its peaked roofl ridyce-
' 1ine runs cast-west with a large brick chinmey rising inside the west gable.

. The south slope of the roof has three sharply pecaked dormers over windows

b lights over Y. The north slope, less steep, extends over a long narrow

i north room thut was once two small rooms. (Upstairs a long dormer now

enlarges the north bedroon.)

RPestored in 1931 to what was believed to he its condition in 1781, we [{ind

~now that it had already been altered at the carly dote from its original

shape. and it can be surmised that this chanpge took place, perhaps, as carly
as 1752.

" This frame section contains some very finc woodwork. The living room is

fully panelled. with an exceptionally rich molding around the panels. The
treatment over the fireplace between the two west windows has raised ficld-
ed panels above a handsome lute Ceorgian mantel. A staircasc with carved
step-ends and a walnut railing rises to the north along the ecast wall, turns
at a landing in the corner, and continues in onc more small flizht to the

|

23

' second floor. The dining room to the north, has one wall of raiscd pmclina.

A long low wing runs east, one room deep. The first room has stonc walls
over twe feet thick. A central chimney riscs from a huge cooking fire-
place with its crane still in place bchind the wide brick hearth. A wini-
inc staircasc in the f;ropllcc wall leads to a small hedroom under the low
caves. [ooms east of this old Kitchen werc built in 1931 for a modern
LYitchen and laundry.

llcavy masonry supports in the cellar indicate a larger fireplacc than that
e xisting in the living room. This arched suppert extends across two-thirds
of the windowless west wall to the northwest corner of the room., This
confirms hLenry Chandlee Forman's plan viewl of the house (sec copy of his
stetch on continuation sheet #1). This change was made in the latc 18th
century. The elegant smaller fireplace in the present west wall and the
w0 windows beside it are remembered by our contemporary members of the
Jones family who lived in the housc in the late 1800's. There scems to
have been only moderate wealth among the preccding owners until we g0
back as far as James Righic in the 1750's, 60's and 70's when the living
roos was used as a courtroom.

! Henry Chandlee Forman, Lurly Manor and Plantation liouses of Mary band
(Easton, Marvland: By the \uthor, "1934) p. 124,

isce continuation sheet Il
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The Rigbic llousc was twice the scenc of important events in our country's
history, Im April 1781 Lafayette's officers quelled a mutiny that migmt
have prevented his army of Mew England troops, who had been headed home-
ward | from turning south aguin to join fiencral Grecene and General Washi-

‘ ington gt Yorktown. in which casce that battle might never have heen
foupht.”™ Larlicr it had been one ol a series of forest outposts fort-
ified against the Indians and representing Lord Baltimore's claim of 1632
to land extending north to the 40th parallel, a claim disputed Fifty years
later by William Penn (1682) until tne lfason Dixon line was sct in 17677

This is the manor housc of Philip's Purchase, 2,000 acres willed to
Natuan Righice by his grandtather Thomas Tench of Annapolis.  Wichice set(|
[ ed here before 1752, having sold off three smaller tracts to Thomas Jong s
. (1728) . Jerrold llopkins (1728) and lleary Coale (1731). ile raiscd tobace o,
shipping nis crop to Ingland by way of Lis warchousc at tac port of

| Lupidum. lle had a store along the road from Joppa to Bald Vriar (probabl.
at the fork of tine road to Lupidum at Darlington). In partnership wito
Jaceh Giles and John Halle of Cranberry he built and aperated the Cunocer-
land rorge on Deer Creelh just above Stafford. And he is helieved to
built a gristmill at Wilson's Mill on Deer Creek on a tract called Darher's
Chance deeded to his sor James in 1743, one of the carliest mills in
Harford County. In 1735 he was commissioned Colonel in the Cavalry of
Baltimore (now liarford) County, and given the additional responsibilite
three yvears later of an appointment as Hipeh Sheriff.

Jumes Rigbic. Nathan's eldest son, inherited this property at his iather's
deatn in 1752, along with some of his judiciary and military powers.

: Captain of tue Militia and High Sheriff of Baltimore (now Harford) Counts
; he is thought to have built the elegant frame section of the house or

| perhaps rcbuilt the interior using the nanclled living room as his couret
roum, Herce General Lalayvette was received in 1781, his troop:s conlagd

at the huge Cireplace in the old Kiteaen, their mutiny of that night 4
resolved the next morning.

Owned in later vears by the Recd, Nelson, and Jones families, the hi-tore

E of the house was re=discovered in 1951 hy 1 Alesis Sheiver of the Haelor,
Pollistorical Socicty. who peresuidad the owners o clear ol the plaster
covering the panclloed interior for a celehration of the 150th anniversar
of fGenceral Lalavette's visit.
[see continual ion sheet 1)
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SRAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION AND PHOT'

1 STATE Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

COUNTY Haruforld INVEMNTORY
TOWN D li t VICINITY '
ariington . .
STREET NO. tng 2. NAME Rigbie House

oriciNaL OWNER  Nathan Rigbie DATE OR PERIOD 1732 - 1750

. STYLE :
ORIGINAL USE Dwelling : Colonial
ARCHITECT
PRESENT OWNER John E. C'apk BUILDER
PRESENT USE Dwel ling
WALL CONSTRUCTIONFprame and stone 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES '_|/2
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIP TION OPEN TO PUBLIC g

The Rigbie House is situated on a hill. It is three bays wide
and three bays deep. The slate roof is a “catslide”™ under

which the main section entrance door is centered. The first
floor level windows have 9 over 9 window sash, and shutters.
There are three pedimented roof dormers with 6 over 6 sash and
the rear facade has a large shed dormer.,

The “great room™, panelled to the ceiling on all the walls,
contains the open staircase. This woodwork is of fine quality
and gives distinction to both the room and staircase. Behind
the “great room” is a long narrow room used by the present
owner, as a dining room.,

An earlier kitchen wing is I-1/2 stories, the flat roof of
which is topped by a railing; and a screened porch extends
across the front facade. The wing roof contains two 0 over 6
sash dormer windows. The siding of the wing is beaded shiplap,
but there is, reputedly, stone beneath this wood sheathing.

(continued on page 2)

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered interior E xterior
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE CF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. .
Michael 0. Bourne

See Page 2 Maryland Historical Trust

pate oF Recorn  March | |, 1968




HA - 4
Rigbie House
Harford County

Page 2

A Harford County Historical Society marker reads:

'tem 8-

i Lafayette
at
Col. Rigbie’s House

Had Lafayette failed in queling the
mutiny of his troops here on Friday
April 13, 1781 the Battle of
Yorktown might never have been
fought.”

Pub !l ished Sources

Forman, Henry Chandlee

Early Manor and Plantation Houses
of Maryland, 1934
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