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Dr. Silas B. Silver House; "Silverton" 
3643 Harmony Church Road 
Darlington vicinity 
Private 

1858 

The Dr. Silas B. Silver House or "Silverton" is the most 
architecturally elaborate of the Silver houses in the 
Darlington-Harmony Church area. The wide bracketed cornice, 
arched dormer windows, and bracketed hood on the main facade 
are elements of the Italianate style which was fashionable 
for country houses in the mid-19th century. With the 
Benjamin Silver House (HA-398) across the road to the north, 
Silverton forms the westernmost boundary of the Silver farms 
in the area. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

.lLEXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FA!R 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X--ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.!.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Dr. Silas B. Silver House is a 2-1/2 story vernacular stone house 
with Italianate details which was built in 1858 on the south side of 
Harmony Church Road about 1/4 mile west of the intersection with 
Darlington Road (Md. Rt. 161) in Harford County, Maryland. The house 
faces north toward a panoramic view of the Deer Creek ~alley. 

The house is sited on a hill and stands about 250 yards south of the 
road. The plan is basically square with a slate hipped roof and wide 
bracketed cornice. The main elevation on the north has five bays with 
a central gabled dormer and two flanking dormers with pointed arched 
windows. The central dormer has a brick arched window on the top 
story and paired lancet windows under a belcast, bracketed hood at 
the second floor level. A one-story porch shelters the central door
way. The doorway has a rectangular transom and side lights. The 
west elevation has two bays and a bay window on the first floor. The 
east elevation has three bays and an enclosed porch which appears to 
be a modern addition. Two interior brick chimneys are located at the 
east and west ends of the house. 

Two small frame outbuildings are located about forty feet southeast of 
the house. One is a woodshed, with a stone foundation and vertical 
siding. The roof is presently metal, but may have originally been 
wood shingles. Next to the woodshed on the east is a stone icehouse 
with a below-ground floor where the ice was stored, and an upper level 
for meat storage. The icehouse is square in plan with a shingled roof 
and a small cupola. 

A modern garage is located about 30 yards east of the main house. 
Approximately 20 yards east of the garage is a frame wagon shed or 
carriage house. This building has board and batten siding and a 
scalloped bargeboard. A frame barn stands about 40 yards east of the 
carriage house. Also on the property south of the barn is a modern 
mobile home and, at the bottom of the hill to the south, a modern 
residence. 
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The Dr. Silas B. Silver House or "Silverton" is the most architecturally 
elaborate of the Silver houses in the Darlington-Harmony Church area. 
The wide bracketed cornice, arched dormer windows, and bracketed hood 
on the main facade are elements of the Italianate style which was 
fashionable for country houses in the mid-19th century. With the 
Benjamin Silver House (HA-398) across the road to the north, Silverton 
forms the westernmost boundary of the Silver farms in the area. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT: 

Dr. Silas B. Silver (1815-1883) was the brother of Benjamin, John A., 
·d Jeremiah Silver, all of whom built large stone houses in the same 
ea during the 1850's. Dr. Silver was one of the four Silver brothers 

who married four Pannell sisters. He was the most prolific diarist in 
the Silver family, describing not only events in his own life, but 
also local, state and national events, weather, illnesses and other 
daily news in the area. A selection of items from his diaries was 
published in B.S. Silver's Our Silver Heritage; copies of the perti
nent pages are attached. Of special interest is the entry for 
April 1, 1858, in which Dr. Silver writes that Mr. ~easin, the architect 
of Silverton, was employed to design the exterior only of Dr. Silver's 
new house, for which he was paid $100. Dr. Silver and Benjamin Silver 
together designed the interior. Dr. Silver also names the masons, 
carpenters, plasterers, and "undertaker" or contractor for Silverton. 
The family moved into the house on September 12, 1859, when the house 
was not yet finished. The next day, September 13, they named the new 
house "Silverton." 

NOTE: Old survey number HA-408 (Icehouse) is consolidated under HA-407 
in this form. 
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HA-407 

Dr. Silas B. Silver House 

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTION: 

The datestone to the left of the arched window in the north gable of the 
house reads 11 1859 11

• On the right of the wi ndo~1 is a stone inscribed 11 Dr. S. & 
Mrs. S. 11 

The building 1abe1 ed an "i cehouse 11 in Photo # 2 and described in Section 7 
actually had a double use: The eastern half of the building was a smokehouse and 
brick vents are located in the east and south elevations. The west half of the 
building has a small window on the south elevation and may have been used as 
a root eel lar. 

A frame henhouse is located about 50 feet southwest of the house. A frame 
corncrib stands about 50 feet south of the wagon shed. Both have vertical 
siding and the corn crib has battens. 

Janet Davis 
August 1983 
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SILAS B. SILVER HOUSE 

HA-407 

CHAIN OF TITLE (PARTIAL) 

30 June 1967 

9 October 1965 

23 July 1919 

3 April 1919 

4 June 1907 

13 February 1884 

Grantor: Frank J. & Libuse V. Simik 
Grantee: George C. & Muriel R. Reeves, Jr. 
Acreage: 97.05 

Grantor: French Hash Peak, Georgia Hash Reeves, 
and Thomas S. Hash, executors of estate 
of Mega Alvina Hash, et al. 

Grantee: Frank J. Simik 

Grantor: Thomas W. and Geneva Landreth 
Grantee: Thomas H. and Mega A. Hash 
Acreage: 97 .41, part of 11 Green Spring Forest'' 

Grantor: Henry L. Makinson 
Grantee: Thomas W and Geneva Landreth 
Acreage: 97.41 
Amount : $9,497.48 

Grantor: Willie B. Makinson & wife et al., heirs 
of William R. Makinson 

Grantee: Henry L. Makinson 
Acreage: 100 
11 

••• being the same and all the land which was 
conveyed to the said William T. Makinson by deed 
from Susan S. Si 1 ver . . . 11 

Grantor: Susan S. Silver, widow of Silas B. Silver 
Grantee: William T. Makinson 
Acreage: 100 
11 

• • • being the same and a 11 the 1 and devised 
to the said Susan S. Silver by the last will and 
testament of Dr. Silas B. Silver (see Will Book 
WSR 9/424, 15 November 1882). 11 
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CHAPTER VI 

SECTION 3 

Sub-SectL:m 4 

SILAS BE.N.J AMIN SILVER of Benj runin and Charity Warnock Silver 

It is regretable that someone of Dr. Silas Benjamin Silver's brothers or sisters die 

• 
not record a description of Silas, however, we are most fortunate in that he, for thi r'~y
two years (1836-1875) except 7 years 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850, 1851, 1852, and 1853, main
tained a dia!"J. All thirty-two diaries were in the possession of Albert P. Silver J~ 
7 November 1902. On 8 November of that year he loaned 9 to Isabel Milton (1867-1875) ana 
on 17 February 1903 he again loaned 3 more (1876-1879) to the same person. All were re
turned to him. However, of the thirty-two, only one is available. Summaries of those 
during the years 1854-1875 are also available. This is most disturbing because, like the 
Biblical Luke, Silas' powers of observation were very keen. 

Since the sunLmaries of his diaries made by Albert P. Silver are the only real avail
able references, ninety-nine percent of this portion is taken directly there fr::Jm, and th, 
reader should remember these are quotations. 

Silas Benjamin Silver obtained his early education in the same school as his bro-cher. 
and sisters. On 22 July 1835 he graduated from Union College with an AB Degree '.lnd on 6 
April 1838 received an M.D. Degree from the University of Pennsylvania along with 44 
others. 

On 26 November 1857 he married Susan Schaeffer Panneil. They spent the-:r h0Le~n1:::i:m 
in Philadelphia. Susan was the daughter of James and Susan Schaeffer Pannell. J· __ es 
Pannell was the son of Edwin and Sarah Pannell. James ·ras oorn 20 I·lGrch 1784 2nd :r1-::t.rrie: 

• 
Susan 3 December 1854. Susan was the daughter of George and Catheriue Schaeffer "": K~,:; 

"born 14 November 1790 and died 30 April 1862. 

• 
• 

Thus, it can be seen, he began keeping a di2ry three years before m:,rr i_:i,,~e. .1c ~·~ 

lowing are the most important entries from his diary of 1854. "l January £\e·r. ·,, __ - ·' 
Finney resigned as pastor of the Churc;h at Churchville being pastor for 40 ye'.i.l'S. 2) J 
uary Sunday visited to see Mr. Stephen Boyd who is in the last stage of consLL11pt: ,_ 
January the market, during the month, grain has advanced owing to the Russin,n J.nd :J.~,y -_e,c 

War. Wheat $2, corn 90¢ to $10J. 11 February a meeting of farmers at the .i.>ll'.U n;·. Ai 

Academy to take into consideration the transportation of grain on the Tide 1:!J.ter (' cr1-··_ • 
18 February Stephen Boyd died of consumption about 4 0 I clock age about oO yed.rS. l: e '\•, ·>::; 

when in health a very large portly man. 20 February at the funeral of Hr. S!yd. v.·1 ,.,_ 
buried at Harmony Church. II During these years Silas subscribed to the folluwinz r. 
\'leekly Baltimore Patriot, Harford Gazette and the Daily Sun. "30 J.fo.J Tuesday a g. e·,•_. _ • 
lami t:,- an explosion in Wilmington of three teams loaded with gun powder awf~ at~.::;tructi _ 
26 August B. Silver is opening a public road from James F. Reasin to the road leau.1.l;s u:y 
Death's Ford to Churchville." 

From 1 August through 23 August, Silas in company with Mary Charity Silver vi'i_ e.J. 
the Virginia Springs, Rock Bridge. "12 September Tuesday sold part of my cr.Jp of ._,, . 
last week in Philadelphia 181 bu at 93¢ per bu. 30 September Saturd3.y the Rock hun F s · 
Office is closed. There being ne> one to keep it. 2 October a petition for a po.:; ~l.'-' 

at Green Spring was sent arounJ. by me. Green Spring was changed to ~lif'ton, being arL• .L 
in !.a. 6 Oc":,ober I visited Washington City, with a petition for a pust office e.t 'liLY. 
It was granted. I was introduced to H. King 1st Asst Postmaster and Hr. Dundee 2nd as;_~ 

26 October seriO'..lS accident! The Port de Posit Bridge -- tw.') stretches were broh.:n d_;Ar: 

and 80 head of cattle in the water - 15 h11d their legs br:::i'~en. also 2 Jf the C.L'ivers ,;·.;:i~ 
dow-n out were not hurt. 28 October Saturday yesterday sold m.Y- wheat for $:. 92 to :vi2..mer 
W. Davis. 

nov. 1 The Post Master General, has appointed a new p_:is~ :::ifficf· called Glcn•.rille 
near Dr. Wor"'Ghington' s. I took the petition with 26 names on the 1st of Oct0ber an<.:. Ls.i 

/'-/ . ,0 c 
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the appointment made at Washington. 11 rJover.ibe!' The new post office Glenville, 113.:cford. 
County, Maryland is this day opened. 3 December ::Sunday William Pannell died. abou-c U 

'clock today -- his disease complicated hydrathorax. He was sick 4-5 weeks and. was • 
:ended by myself assisted by Dr. Polk and Finney. He was 71 years of age and was bur~c-

in ChurchviEe 5 December. 28 December Thursday this day made an appraisement of the -;'er
sonal property of Jane Pannell (deceased) by William P. Silver and myself." 

There are no entries made for the year 1855. 
"25 January 1856 I have had during the past week a store room fitted up in my new 

house at Glenville. 12 February at the sale of the late James C. Doddrell place, at Dar
lington and bid for it for William Easter to the amount of $6,500.00 and it was knocked 
off to ~e, it calls for 96 acres. 19 March sale at Sarah Bayless she leaves the old • 
homestead of the Bayless family. 22 March Chesney made a contract on August 5, 1855 to 
build my house at Glenville and a~er working had le~ it unfinished and brought an action 
v.s. me for balance of contract. 24 March I drew a petition to the Post Office Department 
asking for change of routes 391+4 and 3950 giving a daily mail to Hopewell and Jle~ville. 
Route 3950 is now tri-weekly supplying Glenville and Hopewell. 5 April I took pet'.. tio:-i of 
patrons of Glenville and Hopewell Post Offices asking for a change in route to be estab
lished. on the western side of the Susquehanna River fro::n j:favre de Grace to Darlington. 
11 June I visited Washington and got a daily mail for Churchville Glenville and Hopewell 
X Roads supplied by way of Pennsylvania by changing route fro::n Bel Air to latter place. 
28 June recv'd a circular fro!ll ~ilashington instructing contractor to commence o:i 2nd July 
a service from Perymanville supplying daily the offices Churchville Glenville and. Hopewell 
X Roads. I got a change made giving a daily and earlier mail instead of a tri-weekly o,·,e. 
Mr. Philip Desuan is to carry it for $244.00 and gets $50.00 additional from Harfc.,rd Fur
nace." 

There are no entries for 1857, the year Silas was married. 
"19 February 1858 Court house in Bel Air burnt. l April employed Mr. Reas in, the 

.::-rchi tect to draw plans for b.ouse. B. Silver and I gave him the interi01 and he was to 
.>ign the exterior, charged $100. OJ. 22 April commenced to quarry stone for house. J '2 • 

,,iay commenced to haul stone for house. 7 June William Silver commenced L ~,uild the ma;;,;:.ir, 
work of his new stone residence near Harmony Church. 21 June began to erect the f1umh.-
tion of my new house. 25 June Mr. Langdon engaged in putting down 942 feet of pipe (ani 
it will take 200' more) to throw water to my house. 23 July the stone I ar:i. hauling for 
my house came from a quarry of Mr. Reasin and about 1/3 from a quarry of William Silver. 
26 July ram placed in my spring which is a distance of 1137 ~ + 70 = 1207 feet. It 
seems to work very well. 29 July Trappe Church consecrated with Bishop Worthingh:un also 
Rev. Crompter and the pastor Rev. Peck. 30 August contracted with Joseph E. Ramsey to i.:., 
carpenter work on my house. 7 Septe..11ber Mr. Bowen and Brother of Towsantown, masr:ms com
menced my house. 1 November masons finished the wall of my house. 20 November the ccirpen
ters are-engaged this week in roofing :m;y house. The undertaker Mr. Joseph E. Ramsey of 
Baltimore" (N'JTE- the use of the word undertaker here referring to the man who built the 
basic carpentering on the house) "carpenters - Mr. Hare and son of Cecil County, Md. 

28 April 1859 called on Mr. Jolm Parish and wife w:io have recently removed into "tht 

neighborhood from Burlington, N. J. 10 May the fisherman on the Susquehanna River have 
done a poor business this season. They have caught very few fish. 5 June a light frost 
last night - it nipped the corn and vegetables some. 7 June James and Jarrett Standiford 
are engaged in plastering my house second coat. 23 June plasterers finished. 12 Septem-. 
ber we commenced to move into our new house and for the first time d.ined and slept there, 
it is not quite finished. 13 Septen1oer We name our residence 'Silverton'. 

5 March 1860 A railroad meeting at Darlington in the interest of the Central Rai.: :::: ~ .d. 
many present, addressed by Dr. Stubbs of Cecil Co and Stevenson Archer of Harford. The 
road is complete to Avondale, Pa. and is progressing to Susquehanna River. It will pass 
llP Deer Creek if made when contemplated. 7 March Maryland Legislature, William F. Eayless, 

-:!hard McCoy and Dr. Joshua Wilson, Franklin Whital-;:er - Senator. 8 March The legislature. 
0L. Maryland recommends to Governor to remove from office Judge Henry Stump of the Criminal 
Court of Baltimore. He has been intemperant. 
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6 December 1861 I purchased two lamps in Balt.i.more the:.r are to burn kerosene 0;1, 
it is the first we have used. 8 Felnuary 1802 E. Sil·rer Postmaster g,ppointed at G 1 i::1-

ville. 23 June William Reas in of Baltimore has just:, moved into Dr. Worthingt::m' s ow 
mansion at Glenville. 15 Octo"'.:Jer draft took place at Bel Air 204 names drawn for - ;; '.s 
C'rmnty. 18 October to 22 lJovember 25 or 3J cases of diphtheria under my care, 1 ne-.. ; iis
ease." No entries for 1G~3. 

"18 January 1864 Deer Creek high, D. E. Wilson's mill dam entire1y carried :n::.t.J. It 
had been built 19 years. 19 May another draft took place in this co'.lllty today. 23 June 
gold 220 premium. 15 July a federal force of 10 or 12 took a horse from B. Silver. 25 
October the water in the springs is now very low. The spring at Glenville is nearly d:r:f 
and my hydraulic is graded down very low. 27 October the farmers are engaged in husking 
corn some of them are hauling it to Aberdeen for $7.50 per bbl. 

30 Januar~f 1865 Ipay this winter $10. 50 per ton for coal. 18 March great freshet in 
the Susquehanna River! Tremendous rise! Bridges - canal banks are carried away. 20 
March the bridges far up the river are all swept away. One span of the Conowingo Bridge 
was carried away. It is said the river has not been as high since 1832. 

12 February 1867 Dr. Silver elected delegate of the Harford County Medic:tl Society 
to National Convention in May to meet at Cincinnati Ohio. 20 June John F. McJilton built 
a new ':louse last summer on the old Massey property lately owned by Henry W. Hopkins. 7 
August 1st Congregational meeting about new church at Harm::my. 15 August Deer ~ro:::et high
er than I supp-ose it was ever known to be. There was much damJ.ge done on the nigh-;; of 
15 August. The bridge near r1JilsCJ::i.' s :nill which had been standing for 40 years was c:?.rrie::. 
away about 2 or 3 hundred yards above the mill. 5 November Benjamin Silver of Benj a.min 
and Charity Warnock Silver elected to the House of Delegates. 19 Nove..rnber I recv' d notict 
(S.B. Silver) of appointment as Post Master at Glenville vice Benjamin Silver resigned on 
accbunt of being elected to Legislature. 

10 FebruarJ 1868 a me.."'.llber of the grand jury. 7 May I made arrangements with :': os-1:, 
Office Dept to have our :nail carried from Havre :ie Grace to supply Glenville an:i H'.:r;::.ewell. 
11 June a small branch railroad fro'.11 PerrJVille to Port de Posit is finished and the :ars 
are running on it this spring and summer connecting with several trains. 16 Septe:::~1er a 
list of the salaries of the Post Masters of Harford County - Glenville $56.0J, H::ipew;;:ll 
$84. 00, Darlington $220. OJ, Lapidwn $82. OD. 

18 April the Tra-ppe Church caught fire from stove pipe near ceiling and burne:i dJW:i. 

11 May - Me:iical Society met at Bel Air. I was elected President last FebruarJ fo1· :,::.:: 
year. 25 May we attended in the evening a meeting of the Historical So:;iety at Dar:...:2 ''..r;
ton. Thomas King read an essay on the scenery of Deer Creek. This s::iciety h:)lds it'~ 
meetings everJ Tuesday and has bee:::i w2ll attended for one or two years. The exer:;ises 
are reading an original essay or one selected, dialogue and lectures. 

1 January 1870 Commenced to keep a diary from 1 JanuarJ 1836 about t11e ':.:i.me ... ~~:. i 
conrnenced to study medicine. 21 January I am still Post Master at Glenville. The fol
lowing list of letters mailed for 6 months. July 2~3, August 262, September 254, ·;::-':;ober 
189, November 237, December 274 = 1459 (Av 459) - $43. 77. 2 June salarJ of Pose; 1·las~.e1· at. 
Glenville fixed for 2 years at $64 per annum. It has for the past two years been $ )-5. 0:). 
I am nominating to P.M. William H. Starr the assistant who attends to it and receives tLe 
salary. 8 June James Silver is building a new dwelling hause this summer. 21 AU£:ruS~ Rev. 
Finney preached last sermon in old church. It was dedicated on the 13 October 1837 by 
Rev. Finney. 

17 June 1871 Hy farmer comnences to cut wheat, I never recollect the like bef::i::e. 
2 September voted at Aberdeen under a new syste.'.11 of nominating candidates. 7 October .2::.e 
water supply! Al though we have had several rains, the water courses are still 10w : .. ~1d rr.y 
hydraulic for one or two months has been unable to give a constant stream. It has to be 
started several times a day. This has never occurred but once before. 

29 February 1872 - Visited Mr. Dedenck's Chemical Horks at the old Harford :r\;,r::'lce, 
they manufacture sugar of lead, acetic acid and other things. 3 April John T . .3aLiwin 
has received contract for mail from Jlenville to Havre de Grace. Amount of contract 
$359. OJ. 8 July 1872 new Deer Creek Harmony Church was dedicated at 3 PI-1. 23 July Z'1~ 



NA-Yc7 
drou.ght! Water supply! We stopped our hydraulic about the first of this month as bo~h 
springs have failed. I have had an issue of water lower down opened for cattle - for 
several weeks the cattle had to be driven out to a large branch in the public road. We 
~e several of the springs around, one below the barn and one in Mr. Barnes field. 28 • 

~tlly 1873 the drought is broken up, the ground f'ully wet. 
5 March 1874 was at Stafford examining improvements going on in this :ild p1<:!se. __ 

soapstone mill erected by Thos. Symington -- turbine wheels placed in the grain r;ii_L. 

New wharves and roads and offices. A new impetus to the place. 22 April Thomas King 
removed from Baltimore to his farm 'Kentuc' in 1844 just 30 years ago. 26 May a bone 
mill has been started in Stafford by Ed M>· tli~n in the basement of the grain mill. It 
grinds bone very fine. 1 June Henry A. Silver, wife and daughters le~ Dublin for Mexi- • 
co, Missouri. He was a member of the House of Delegates and the Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1867 and a~erwards Librarian of the State. 8 June Henry A Silver's property at 
Dublin offered for sale by Archer and Williams Trustees was withdrawn at a bid of 
$13,000.00. 26 September Prof. Donaldson descended in his balloon on John McGuigan's 
farm about 12 o'clock - he started from Barnums Show in Baltimore 9n 25 September about 
4 PM and alighte:l at Silas Warner's about 11 l' clock at night and started the next morn-
ing about 10 o'clock with 3 persons and moved southeast about 6,000 or 7,000 feet high 
and ali~ted as above stated. 14 October the Harford Co. Agricultural Fair opens this 
day. It is the first held in this county. 12 March Joshua Griffin, a colored man was 
hung on the alms house property about 1 mile from Bel Air for killing Miss Susan Taylor 
below Aberdeen with a club - He is the 2nd person hung (a~er conviction by court and jury) 
in this county. There was a colored man hung in 1804. 20 March great ice gorge in the 
Susquehanna at Port de Posit. Ice gorge extends from Rock Run to the shoal below Havre 
de Grace, a distance of 12 miles or more. 6 April This day 37 years ago 6 April 1838 and 
4 May this day 35 years ago (4 May 1840) I attended as a deleg~te the great National Whig 
Convention to confirm the nominations of Harrison and Tyler for Pres. and Vice Pres. of 
the U.S. It was a great day~!! 22 July this day 40 years ago (22 July 1835) I grad-
-,ated at Union College and took degree of AB in a class of 89." • 

"Susan Schaeffer Pannell Silver died 29 June i896 at age 66. Her funeral was conduct
ed a~er 1530 3 July 1896. Her remains were brought from Minneapolis, Miru1esota by Rev. 
W. H. Hartzell at 1700 3 July 1896. Remarks were made by Rev. Hartzell 3.Ild Dr. J. T. 
Smith of Baltimore. Rev. Fitzsimmons and Wasson took part in the services. Pallbearers 
were George E. Silver, S. M. Bayless, A. P·. Silver, D. H. Silver, Harry Silver, and G. T. 
Milton." 

• 
• 
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Photo: Janet Davis 
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View northeast from house; B. Silver 
House (HA-398) left; William F. Silver 
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Site (HA-385) in distance on Right 
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