
HA-41 

St. Ignatius Church 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 02-18-2004 
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OE~C:Rl ill T HL ~ h• :.t r.aT Ar-. !') O f, tG U'"""" ,;, J..r1•IKrt} P ~i Y!>1 C A L Af"! :t t:..AftA.t<tCt.: 

S~ . l j,n.nius Church ls a r..:t1~1lc' s·::onC' , one s tory rectangular structt;rc 
of five l •; 1 ~·s , ·.,·it h :1 t~~ l l t.:\: . r1 ~t -_:.c.: \,·cs ~ e nd <rn<l a n1bblc s to1w n:o 
story rcct ~P"'g 1l·•r adcl i Uon of f our b:t_\'S to th ~ r,outh . .,..., th ree \·:c .:.tcr i ~· 
lw rs, of rl'i:ir0x i 1,.T~C'l)· C'1tl1 1 :>i:c , compri se t ;1t• origin~! ~5' x 50' chun·h 
of 1786-179:?; the t1-:o c·.:istcl'ly b:1ys, each sl) ghtly longer than the thr~c 
ol'i g i rrnl b~:·s , co?:irif':) t !,_ 34 ' a<lJition of IS.ts . 111c to1·:cr1w.s added 

· extcrn:i.11~' nt the west CHI in lf;G; . The t\;o story wing to the s ou th 1\·as 
a<l<lc<l in 1 82~ as a Pri~s ~ ' s r~ ~ -<lc~cc , later rutted of interior partitions 
for us- as a pa ri s h ha ll. ,\ s1 .::ll frai.:c sacristy was added to the south 
side of the cast bny ln 1887 . 

Arched winc!o1:s retain t h .::? j r o:r i gi nal frames \d th complete exterior archi­
traves broke n by 1\·oo cl impo. t b lo(' ks and k.crstoroe>s; the south 1dndm:s, and 
a seni-circular ;dndov: in· tl.c <'~.st gable, retain their odginal 1i1oulded 
sills, 1..-hilc the no1·th 11ind0\-:s, nnd two lower cast windo1\·s, haYe concrete 
rcplacC'mcnt sills . TI1e rcr: ains of r.u .tins, defining rectangular lights, 
33 oYcr 20, can he see11 j 11 the sash of a 11 north and south win<lows, cut 
out jn 1887 for stained glass . ITI1e three ~indo~s of the cast end retain 
their original sash , intact . TI1c tld rteen lithts of the semi-circular 

·window in the gable suggests the ori gina~ pattern in the heads of tl1e side 
windows of the nave . 

TI1c stonewo1·k of the orj ginal cuntral bay on the- south side suggests that 
a door was f Hlcd in, and the plt ch of the interj or sill .is slightly dif­
ferent. A door in this location is consistent with EngUsh church design 
in this period, but there is no kn own recortl of a door at this location, 

No 1dndow exists in the south side of the west bay; a small , square 
headed door at the foot of the gallery stair c~ee below) opens into the 
south wj11g. 

Above the double doors centered on the west end is a Palladian .window 
undeT a simple stone rclievjng arch . Stucco covers rubble stone between 
this rclicdng arch and the frarae stracture of the Palladian motif. Tiu~ 

to\\·cr hides this feature cxt.crn!lPY, !mt it may be seen .from the . second 
story of t he to1.:cr . Sash of the siclc lights lClll<.oin, but the center s.ish 
have been rcpl:lccd by utilitarian doJJ·s of the l a te nineteenth cc11tu1·}, 
providing nccess to the upper stories of th<.: tm-:cr from the intcrio1 
gallery. 

11te J 848 wi ndows are ncarl)' perfect copies of thc- original~ , \':i th very 
sUghl. vari adons in the mouldings -- an unusual in.stance of nn early con­
scious attempt to match original \;ork. 

TI1c three 1:indows of the cast end were re-located there jn 1848 from the 
"pcnt:i~onal san: sty'' (probably :in npsc or apsidal c;hapc<.l projection con­
sisting of five si Jes of a regular octagon) \:h j ch this ?..ddi ti on rcpl aced . 

(Sec Contfouat:ion Sheet 111) 
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ENTRY HUMllC:P I OATE 

I 

lhc- sfr,' l C' •.·001 cornfrc. ~hodJ1g no c\'idcnc" of the extension, is proi><thly 
of 1848, or later. 

·1 he roof of the nuvc is no\\' covercJ 1d th slate, but under the roof of the 
182' ·''.ti hi1.,. orir i I 1 .. 11> I sJ•j11 ]-"'. surd\c> in ~;jt1.!_ on the nave roof, 
of cypress or pine, round butted, fac;tened with 1ffnught iron nails; the 
shingles cJcarJy silo·.,· a rou t tldrty ·yca1·s 1 weathering. 

The double v:cst doors, c<.i.'ch with three p:irtial ly rai5ed paJtcls, together 
form Q typical six panel door~ .. ir,. lhcy may be original, or may date 
from the 181S cxtc·nsion; ,d·dlc t:. ·r now ~wing outl':ardly, they originally 
s, .. -ung im.,.ardly, and \·:rought iron br:icl.ets remain in the door frame whlch 
once held a wooden security bar. 

Above a ,,·ainscot to windowsill height, th~ 1·:al1s and ceiUngs arc pl?.stercd, 
the la L ter scmi-elipU cal in profj le, 1d th no. cornice or other b1·cak at 1.i1e 
spring line. The floor is of \·JOod . 

The i·minscot of the original structure has a moulded base hoard and ful l y 
raised panels, while the wainscot in the 18~8 extension has p~ncls partially 
raised, an<l a slightly different cap mot•lding, another instance of later 
work consciously trying to be matched to original. 

WindO\~sills are boldly pitched up to the exterior sills, and the wjndows 
themselves are set close to the exterior surface of the walls . The deep 
jambs are plastered, without trim. 

A choir gallery occupies the west bay, supported by the west wall and four 
square columns, but not by the south and north walls, which are about 4 1/2' 
beyond the limits of the gallery. The square, flutec.l columns a1·e of han<l­
planed material, with moulded caps and bases, probably original. The 
gallery floor structure is f~ced with a ful 1 cornice, including a crown 
moulding and <lentils. The gallery \\'as extended about 4 ' to the east to 
accomodate the present organ (sec below), and the mouldings and railings 
were matched for this extension, which is supporLed on diagonal brackets 
from the four columns . 

An open string stair i·L~es from the south\,·est corner of the nave . The 
squa1·e nm·:cls of the stair, and of the gallc1·y, appeJr as four square 
ballustcrs, spaced aparl ·-ibout by thC'lr own wiclth, joined top and bottom 
and c1p1)l~d by the moulded rail, with Ctn'\'ed ea::.emcnts, further supported 
by squnre ballustcr5 . A half rail is ~ppljed to the opposite 1·:~Jl , re­
flecting the sumc patt.crn. ~lortises ln the top of the gallery ·rail sug­
gest the former existence of n. secondary rai 1 above, perhaps as a mus id w1' s 
rail. A simUa.r st3ir rail e:d sts in n contcmpo-rary, carefully designccl 
brick house about two miles distant . 

(Sec Continuation Sheet #2) 
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"lhe free-star.d ing \·::1lm:t c;,1scd organ js a tracker-action jnstn11nent of 
<Jbout 8 J/2 r:u:ks, t\\·o 1a;111uc.'1s :md pedals, maclc by llook and Hastings of 
Bos ton .,.,, 1 j ,1,t , J d I l l 1, I; i t L ·011c of thl' fc\·: surdving un~1ltcrLd 
instrurn~nts of thj ~ t;;pc ~1:11.l ar,0 in Amci~ic:i . The superb a:.:oustics of 
the long r cct: nL :Jar stnic:m·ci i.ith it::; arched pl<1 stcr ceiling further 
er.han-=cs tl.c rxc-:- H ent: tona l qunllty of thjs )nstrumcnt. 

Tit{· ceiliiig pla::>tcr is npplied.nn s:n .. n lathe, but the blocking for the 
profiJ(' in th~ original scctioll is Lstcncd to the 1·mod trw>scs by \\TOu.;. .. t 
iron nails, indic:Jting th2t the profile is crJginQl , but ti1c plaster \\'as 
replaced at the t:1:lC of the JS48 c:xtens.i,on, o:r fotcr . 

A false east 1:all hlclcs the th:rec cast 1·:.i.ndO\,'S from interior view . The 
'"ooden floor structure is a tv·:entieth cPntury replacement; the original 
floor was also of \\·ood , above a crawl space . 

The roof is supported by modified scissors trusses with king posts and a 
horizontal chord. Seven trusses of hmm oak , about 8 ' on center, CJ re 
above the original sect ion, but only t1.;o of similar design, in sawn pine, 
arc above the 1848 extension . Purlins at the third points diagonal wind 
braces and common rafters complete the roof structure of the original 
portion , but 1-:ind braces were omitted in the 1848 extension . Two 
longitudinal steel trusses, spanning fl·om the \·:est gable to the east, on 
either side of the king post, were bolted together in place within the 
attic in 1970 to relieve the excessive stress imposed on the original 
trusses and bearing walls . 1 he steel trusses wc1·e designed by structural 
engineer Carl L. Redd of Baltimore. 

The pe~s date from the 1848 extension) and were, prior to 1911 , arranged 
with two s i cle aisles , a wide bank of p~ws i n the center of the nave and a 
narrower bank of pews between each side ajsJe ancl the exterior wall . No~, 
the shorter pews from the sides have been j oincd to form pews of, l ength 
equalling the original center pe1\'~, a11<l they Hre arranged on either sjde of 
a center aisle, with narrow aisles against the exterior walls . A few 
benches survive whjch may be the original 1786-1792 pews . 

Photographs arc preserved of several st end ling schemes "'hich have 
appeared on the jnterior 1l'alls , the first appJied in 1887. 

Sanctuary furnishin&s nre mostly of the tl-;cntieth century, but portions 
of the more on1atc late nineteenth century fi~tings survive in storage . 
In the sacris t)' is an intercs ting car ly ninet ecnth centur)· vestment case.., 
said al.so to have sc>rvcd n.s a sacdst;. altar and talH'rnacle . Also in thl~ 
sacristy is an ear l y safe, locked with a massive key. ' 

(Sc-e Continuation Shcetl!3 ) 
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l our storits of th0 fiVC' story to1·:er of 1865 arc of brick, stuccoe<l , and 
originally pa inted 111 imi.tatjon of ashlar . The first three stories, at 
a po " .:1: on· th~ r<l':, f riJg0 , <1"C fi;,j ·)1cJ 1dth n woo<l cornice . 
Llouhle doors open into the ground floor from cuch of the three e:-..11oscd 
sjJ s, :ind a si> O\'CT c.:, \dnlo: .. • on each exposed sjdc lights each upper 
~tc1y . llic fourth sto.;, lt:; \-. 11 ls - li~11tly recessed from the l01·.-t'r 
~alls, js <lc~oratcd I~ ~ooJ pilHstcrs nt the corners, supporting~ secon1, 
full cornkC'. ,\ sjx over six \dndo1·: is in each sl<lc . In the fifth story, 
whjch js of fr.1·:1' con5tniction, a short podium, recessed from the foffth 
story, surports four frc<."-Standing rounJ Tuscan columns hltich, in turn, 
support a third cornit..c ..ind a :rn:all do~ical roof covered with sheet coppc-. 
A cross is on top of the dor..c . The frame helfry walls, with arched panels 
of 1 ouvrcs on each sicie, is \ i t11in the coltJmns . 

I leavy timber corner posts, girts ancl dj agon .. d bracing bui 1 t wl thin the 
brick ivaJ ls, visjble insiJc, we1e undoubt•.::?dly included to absorb racking 
forces caused by the lJ 00 pound brl 1, made by Joshua Regester of Bal tino1·e, 
installC"d h'hcn the tower was compl<.'tetl. This bell, unusually large for· a 
parish church, rings wjth a rich, deep tone, audible at least three miles 
away in the right h'Cathcr conditions . 

In the south wing, a door in both cast and wost sides of the bay next to 
the church opened into hhat was, original~y, a stair 'hall ; the stair is 
ne.A.t to the church . All jnterior partitions were gutted late in the nine­
teenth century, and the addition was converted to a parish hall, its use 
today. /\ small, two story frame service addition at the south end replacl)d 
an earlier, one story frame add.itj on fo 1971. All windows of the south 
wing arc six over six. 

1111 Form Prepared By 

JClmcs T. \\'olJon, AI/\ 
Cruig's Lo~ner Road 
llavre de Grace 
~·laT) I.incl 21078 
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St . l piatius ' Chtorch iu liar.fiord Ccmntr is one of the few knO\·;n eiehtcr.nth 
ccn:t:1-r chUI'cl:es J:1 i·larrlan~ end i5 the ol<.:est extant church in the 
Archdiocese: of £~ 1 ti1•orc . The lack of eigh~cc· th ccntur)' C-itholic 
ch~r· -J·-s in a colony fountlc~ by Roman Catholics in<licatcs the strict 
11aturc of English anti-popc~y laws . Roman C3tholics could not vote or 
hol. .. cf.fiv::; r:ass 1a1s a1101·:c-d but only if celebrated in private homes . 
llowcyer, after independence could Roman Catholics openly worshir> and 
erect. churches. St. l &latius 1 C1v1rch, constructed between 1786 and 1792, 
provjdcs a reminder of the religious frccJom won by the Revolution and 
buar.mtec.J by the Constitution. 

St . Ignatius is locate:<l on a t1·10 acre tract purch1.scd by Charl cs Sew<1ll, 
S. J. in 1779 . Sy1Ycstcr Boarman, S. J., supervised the constructfon of 
the building; his fellow Jesuits provided the first parish priests. The 
preponlcrancc of Jesuits in the earl)' history of St . Ignatius ' exemplifies 
ti1e major role the Society of Jesus pla)'ccl in the foundation of the Rom,:in 
Catholic church in Maryland . The order, dedicated to missionary \·:ork, 
came to Southern Maryland 1d th the first sett lcrs . A century later (1743) 
Jesuits ~cquired property in Harford County and established the Mission of 
St. Joseph. They constructed a d1~·elling and rese1·vcd one room for a 
c.hapcl for their use and for the co1rununity. 

Tile J csui t t·iission of St. Joseph administered St . J gnatius ' Church through 
the second decade of the niKtcC'nth c.entury. In 1813 the mission 1·:~1s un­
abl c to prov:i de priests and for t1.·o years the parj sh haJ no c] ergy . 
Archbishop John Carroll proyidcd n priest from the r.ePular cic1·gy of the 
,\r..;:1..;ioccsc of Bal timo·rn for a year. Then the Jesuits resumed responsi­
bility . In 1817 Archbishop Amhrose i•;artdwl asst ~cd control of the church 
l:hich hns remained in the archdiocese to the present. 

During the nineteenth century the parish r,re1v as is cvidencC'd by the ex­
pansion on to ~md around the original church. ln 1822 the south wing was 
ad<lc<l for a residence . 

1 he origjn:il sacriH)' 1 .. ·vs enlarged by thirty-five feet in 18,18 replacir,~. 
the fhst pcntagon'.11 structure. Thir- proved insufficie:nt by 1887 1·.hc n a 
third sacr.ist)' \\as consL llctcd on to the south fncadu 1t the CJ.stern end. 
The finnl year of the Civil li'ar s::iw the construction of the bell tOl~cr anJ 
inst.: l l::it.ion of the bcl 1 . Aftc1· a closure of t\o:o rear~ the church i·eoiH:ll~ 
in HJ69 . This inaugur:itcc.l u tho1 CH1gh renovation of the lmi 1<ling (1969-
1970) and a rcnc1,ed intc1cst in its history . 
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