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D. H. Stone Springhouse (David Holland Springhouse, Bald Hill 

Farm) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 02-18-2004 
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HA-44@ 
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ST ATE: 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mary;l.and 
COUNTY· 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Har1ford 
INVENTORY - NOMIHATIOH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 01.TC: 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

11. NAME 
COMMON: 

"D. H. Springhouse" 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

D. H. Springhouse 
f7. -

LOCATION - -..-... •a.·----·- ·----·-·------"- ., ____ 
STRE.E.T ANC'NUMBER: Allibone Road . 
Northeast side of Sandy Hook Road, about 0.6 miles north of 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Street 
STA.TE I CODE 'COUNTY· I CODE 

Maryland 21154 I 24 l Harford I 025 
[3. CLASSIFICAT!ON 

CATEGORY 
STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
OWNERSHIP 

TO THE PUBLIC (('herk One) 

Cl District :fJ Bui I ding 0 Public Public Acquisition: 0 Occupied Yes: 

~ Site 0 Structure [3t Private 0 In Process ti[! Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Bein51 Considered 0 Preservation work £J Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or .Uore 11s Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial Q Industrial D Private Residence 1)1 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Militory D Reli51ious household uti]j t¥ 
0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific (abandoned) 

f "· OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: .. 

.... 
Coy D. Tharpe and H. H. Green :s:: .. 

Ill .... 

"' STREET ANO NUMBER: 

~ Tharpe and Green Mill ...... 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE· CODE Ill 

::J 
Churchville Marv land 210?8 ?4 p.. 

l5. ---------
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION -
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

::z: n 
0 Clerk of the Circuit Court, Harford Countv Courthouse Ill c 

11 z 
.... STREET ANO NU .. BER: 

11'1 < 
40 South Main Street 0 

11 
..::1TY OR TOWN: STATE. CODE '0. 
Bel Air Maryland 21014 24 ----I 

16. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS \ 
.,.. 

TITL.E OF SURVEY: "' z 
Maryland Reqister of Historic Sites and Landm;::ir'k-c::: .... 

ll 

CATE OF SURVEY: l9 I J. 0 Federol Kl 
-< 

State O County 0 local z 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: c 

t 
Maryland Historical Trust IP 

"' :n 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

1 •00• (_ 
2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: ----
Annapolis Marv land 21401 r. 
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17. DESCRIPilON 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good 

(Clleclc One) 

O Fair 

(Check One) 

IJa Deteriorated 

I liJ Unaltered 

r0-E-5C_R_l-BE_T_H_E _P_.R-E5_E_N_T_A_N_O_O_R_l_G l_N_A_L_(_lt_lm_o_w_n)-PHY 51 CAL APPEARANCE 

0 Altered 

HA-44 

, 
0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Ch~cl< One) 

0 Moved (il Original Site 

The balanced lines of the D.- H. Springhouse, a little grey , 
stone building set into the base of a steep hill, attract the 
eye at first glance, and then several exceptional details, 
one by one, hold the attention. 

This is a stone springhouse with a schoolroom above, ·sixteen 
feet six inches by twenty-three feet, with one narrow wall 
set into the bank over several fresh springs. It measures 
two bays by one. The A-roof ridgeline runs east-west. 

The quality of stonemasonry-is notable. All corner stones 
and all stones facing west, south, and- eas-t-, are perfe-ct ash­
lar, precisely cut rectangles smoothly finished on all six 
sides. Even courses fit the quoins. Lintels and sills bear 
traces of finely-notched chis~;L Ji~es, parallel or radiating 
to a perfect curve at each end. . 
Entry to the schoolroom is through a wide doorway a few steps 
above the high ground at the west wall. Two windows with peg­
ged oak frames, double hung, six lights over six, are located 
in the north and south walls. Shutter hinges and hooks are 
still in place. 

Entry to the ·springhouse below is through a wide round arch in 
the south wall, made of nine stones, four on each side of the 
perfect keystone. On this level there are two rooms. The 
first, smaller, is the churn room with a small fireplace in 
the northwest corner, used to keep the butter and cheese warm 
enough in winter. -- -..... 

The springhouse, about fourteen feet square, had underwater 
shelves of stone on which crocks of milk and cream were set. 
Here the swirling springwater kept them cool but above freez­
ing. Dairy products and meats and other perishable foods for 
the family and some of the young livestock were kept for a 
day or so this way. 

Features of the stonemasoniy skill include three window lin­
tels.with a rams-horn pattern finely etched with radiating 
chisel lines. The east end wall has a large stone plaque with 
scrolls and columns in low relief around a raised oval, grace­
fully inscribed "D. H. 1816." The peak of the east wall is 
topped with a square stone base that supports a tapering four­
sided arm under a tiny Ionic capitol. The capitol supports a 
one-inch cube centered under a perfect sphere which measures 
about six inches in diameter. All of this is formed from a 
single stone. 
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I'· SlGNIFIC,t,NCE 

PERIOO (Check One or More•• Approprl111e) 

0 Pre·Columbion: 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DAT EIS! (If .Appliceble end Known) 1816 
AREAS OF SICONIFICANCE (Checlr One or More '"' Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educotion 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Indus try 

0 Agriculture 0 lnv•nti on 

5a Architecture 0 Londscape 

Ga Art.· ·'. " Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
n 

0 18th Century 

XJ 19th Century 

Politico I 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human· 

itorian 

Theater 

Tronsporrotion 

HA-44 

0 20th Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

XJ Other (Specify) 

bonsehol a 
utility 

Primarily interesting bec.~use of its extraordinarily fine 
craftsmanship, the D. H. Springhouse has several other points 
of interest. 

The owner of the remote-farm-on which the springhouse was built 
was Judge William Smithson who thirty y.ears earlier, in 1775, 
had been a signer of the famous Bush River Declaration, proto­
type of the Declaration of Independence. Smithson was a Lord 
Justice of the Court in Harford Town in 1780 and served many 
sessions as justice of the Circuit Court in Bel Air until 1801. 

There is an unresolved mystery surrounding the craftsman-arch­
itect-stonemason who built the springhouse. Two sources say 
that his initials were "D. H. , " the letters that are carved 
on a plaque on the east wall of the springhouse. A third 
source gives him another name and no explanation of the in­
scription. A former owner who knew several of Smithson's 
descendants says that "D. H." was David Ho], land, ,a man f anat­
ically devoted to his craft. He denies the-Iegeria that Holland 
was an alcoholic who worked only for an unstinted supply of 
cider. The historian William Stump Forwood wrote in 1879 that 
he knew of a David Hopkins who, according to him, built many 
of the fine Stump-family houses at Rock Run, Stafford, and 
Darlington, before working on the D. H. Springhouse. Forwood 
terms this latter building ''[Hopkins'] monument . . . [a] 
beautiful piece of stonecutting known far and near . . . 
[which] bears the initials of the builder and the date of its 
construction." 

A springhouse has interest as an element of country living on 
a comfortable if not luxurious scaie and as a combination of 
utilitarian architecture and natural beauty. This particular 
springhouse is a superb little building of excellent craftsman­
ship, contrasting dramatically with its isolated setting. 
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HA-44 
9 .• MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Interview with Paul B. Harlen, at Churchville, October 14, 1971. 

Forwood, William Stump. "Homes on Deer Creek." Article 1 of 5 
in a series in the newspaper, AEgis-Intelligencer, 
Bel Air, Maryland. December 19, 1879. 

List of deeds traced in Harford County Land Records by Jean 
Ewing, Maryland Historical Trust, November 1971. 

[see continuation sheet] 
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A -- -- ·--------- --- - ---- --

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORCIN•TF.::S I L.ATITUDE AND LONl61TUOE COORDINATES ~-----·-· ---------- _ _j 
OEnNING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPEi-iT'!' 0 DEFINING THE CE.NTCR POINT OF A PROPERTY j . 

R OF LCSS THAN TFN ACRES 
I F:'" LATITUDC LONGITUDE" l A1 ITUDC. LONGI TUDC -- --

De51rees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degree~ Mfnute:. Seconds 
w 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 " 

I 
NE 0 . 0 . 39 37 17 76 18 41 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW Q . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ~ROPER_::r.:.:_two_ac.res_ 
.L.IST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIE! 

STATE: CODE COUNTY . COO[ 

·-
ST ATC: COOF COUNTY: co or 

------
Si.ATE; coor: COUNTY· con1-

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 
' ----

fl L FORM PREPARED BY 
~AME ANO TITLE: 

Jean Ewing, Field Surveyor 
O:'IGANIZATION 

l
0

A;~lv Maryland Historical Trust s. 1972 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TO .... N: STA.TE COOL: 
Annapolis Marv land 21401 24 p2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA"t ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the N .. -

tional Historic Preservation Act of 19f>6 (P_ubl ic Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion Nat iona I Register. 

in the National Re~1ster and (:crlify that it has het:n 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Otfic·e of Archeolo~y and Historic Preservotrn11 

level of significance of this nom1nat1on is: 

National 0 State ~ Local [J 

Name O.~~ Jo ~cOCH.~ l~c-t It> 

1J 
A'ITEST: 

Orlando Ridout IV 

Title State Liaison Officer for 
Maryland Keeper of The Nation;;/ Register 

Date July lQ, ] 9 :Z2 tJate 

--~--- ----. GP 0 9 o I .o ft 7 
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Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

(/111m1ber all entrl••) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

HA-44 

Maryland , 
&arf ord 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
ENTRY NUMBER I OA TE 

I 

"D. H. Springhouse" 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued 

Preston Walter W. History of Harford County. Baltimore: Sun 
Book Office, 1901. pp. 219-221. 
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Form 10-300 
(Dec. 1968) 

N. R. FIELJ SHEET 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE l~TERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

COMMON: , 0 

221/.. ~ 
AND-'OR H STORIC: 

cJ:d I 1)l1 flU ~ lste£ " r ._ 

2. 

T-Y OR.,;TOWN: 
s.+i..J» • 

It:; o,... }..t_(llA..__ 
ST A TE 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

I ACCESSIBLE CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNFRSHIP STATUS 

I TO THE PUBLIC 

4. 

District 

Site 

Bui I ding 

2 Structure 

Object 

~ Public 

" Private 

Both 

D Public Acquisition: 

;B/ In Process 

0 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Agricultural '1 Government '---' Park ::J 
Commercial D Industrial D Private Residence D 
Educational L Military D ReBgious ::J 
Entertainment : ' Museum n Scientific [J 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 

Occupied " Yes: '--' 
c_J Unoccupied Restricted 

Preservation work Unrestricted 

in progress c No: 

Transportation Comments 

Other (Specify) 

CODE 

S. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ------~----------~------------l 
COURTm:·;_EGIS;Y OF ~ETC' ( ~~ 

s. fha t ~ ~ 
,' 

°"" L 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

6. REPRESENTATION tN EXISTING SURVEYS 
.::_:_:_:_=._:_:_:_:_::~,:;_;_:_:_::_:_~--------------------------~--< 

TITLE OF SURVEY, 

DATE OF SURVEY: F ed~ra I State =i County ::J Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN, STATE' CODE 

D 
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1. DESCRIPTION '--r----'---.----------------------------4 
'Check One) 

CONDITION 
Excellent D Good ~ Fair D Deterioroted D Ruins D Unexposed C 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Altered 0 Unaltered ~ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

(Check One) 

Moved D Original Site ~ 

I r 

{p 1f(l 

I 
I ,-------

--~~ 
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N R FIELD SHE:ET 
f&. Sl(,;NIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian D 16th Century 0 
15th Century O 17th CentL"Y O 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (It Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More BS Appropriate) 

18th Century O 
19th Century ~ 

Aboriginal Ed . ,.,/-ucatron l!'.J Political 0 
Prehistoric 0 
Historic 0 

Agriculture ff"' 
Art 0 
Commerce 0 
Communications 0 
Conservation 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNiFICANCE 

I 

1rfa 
\/ 

-'I 

\lv.~U_ 

Engineering 0 Religion/Phi-

losophy D Industry ~. 

-
Science r:J Invention ~ -

Landscape Sculpture ~-
Architecture 0 Social/Human-

Literature LJ itorion 0 
Military D Theater 0 
Music 0 Transportation O 

(Include Persona~es, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

I 
du 

/ 

IS • 
r • r 

~----- - -

Li ~'-
l--

rl~~~f; .. v -J: ·-

~1c-t- -~ 

20th Century 1=:; 

Urban Planning O 
Other (Specify) C 
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--9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

-~ - --

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 13 L '- -4--t R. lJJ ,_ ~ 7S I of'o. c2 : 'I-~ 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R 0 F LESS THA,N qN~ ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 

I NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW " . 0 . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

.STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: 

(f;~~ 
ORGAN! ZATION fl/{):, j~- I 

A~7"r;P r~ [D?U611' ( 6 'J ~ -w.s1 
STREET AND NUMBER: (], 

(~fQ_ 
( 

C)Z) 0Ja_:f-o ) 

CITY OR TOWN: 

A-~~'L e<,fx- l Zr 
STATE 

m~ 
CODE 

12, STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTtftCAl ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State 
~ Local [] _J L 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date Date 
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Please Credit to: 

~~aryJ and Hi ct or .!.cal Trl!st 
2525 Riva Road 
Annapolis. lilD. 21401 


