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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This stone masonry church is similar to other churches in Harford
County designed or built in the late nineteenth century. The high
pitched, slate covered roof and tall tower were a popular feature of
churches built in this era.

A unique feature is the rounded west wall, the end at which stands
the altar. The main entrance of this church is on the east facade. The
center entrance has double hung, paneled doors. An immense, semi-ellipti-
cal arch is above this doorway. The entrance is flanked by two circular,
stained glass windows, each having a lancet shaped frame and an arch. In
the center of the upper elevation of the east facade is a very ornate,
three-part circular window. This also has a large stone arch in a lancet
shape. (see sketch). A stone water table is on each wall. The stone
tower on the southeast has a small window on the south. Turned posts form
a belfry onto which is added a slate covered, conical roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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" STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present church was completed in 1895 to provide ample room and
greater facilities for the growing Catholic community in the Pylesville
area. The church was begun under the pastorate of the Reverend Gerard B.
Nysson and bears a datestone of 1890.

The history of this parish's existance is closely tied to that of the
parish of St. Ignatius in Hickory.

The land on which this building and the former church stand was don-
ated by Ignatius G. and Margaret Macatee in 1856 and 1870. The tract is
known as Harry's Delight.

The Macatee family had long been active in the affairs of the Church
and prior to the first church's construction had offered their home as a
place of worship. The stone dwelling built by Henry Macatee on the family
Belle Farm (HA-477) was often used for religious worship after its com-
pletion in 1820.

The original church was constructed in 1855, completed in 1856, during

the tenure of Reverend J.A. Walter, pastor at St. Ignatius. In 1872 the
church received its first resident pastor, Reverend Joseph A. Gallen.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _2 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property is bounded on the north by St. Mary's Church
Road and on the east by Rocks Road.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE COUNTY —
[$1FORM PREPARED BY
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Susan M. Deeney, Field Historian May 27, 1977
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic District Commission 838-6000 ext. 207
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 South Main Street
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Bel Air Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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