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I-IA-532 MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Prospect School 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 
Darlington Road 

STATE 
JJaFlington VICINITY OF 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

.XBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

LR1VATE XuNoccuP1ED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

~:tad er P. Martin 
STREET & NUMBER 

Green 3pring Road 
CITY. TOWN 

1Jarl j p~tqp - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

40 South Main Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Bel ~\ir 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
First 

COUNTY 
Ha~ford 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL -~PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCf 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

!oTHER 

734-?404 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland 21034 

Liber #: GRG 608 
Folio #: 385 

STATE 
Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



I.I DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

LFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE ..,,.. 
~UNALTERED 
_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

:;.;_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This structure is located on a slope overlooking 11aryland Route #161 's 
descent towards the Deer Creek Valley. ~t is a single-story, hexagonal 
building of coursed fieldstone and quoined corners. The doorway i3 on 
the side directed due southwards, and sin~Je 6 X 6 sashes are located 
on each of the other five sides. The door is five-panelled, with a three
light transom overhead. The roof is a circular hip type, with asphalt 
shingles, and it is trimmed with a short frieze and eaves. A small shed
shelter covers doorw-fly. Centered on the pe?k of the roof is a tile vent 
pipe. 

Inside, there is almost no detail remaining, save for the old plaster 
on the walls and the evidence of where the slate boards once were. A 
single ori '~inal c 'Jbinet does remain, located to the right of the doo:eway 
as one looks outside from t~e rocm. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

EHfSTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 ~A:CHITECTURE bDUCATION 

_1700-1799 _AR:T _ENGINEERING f 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITI CS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

Thi.:_ was a public school, constructed in the early 1850's by local 
residents. Joshua Stephens, the stonem-,son, supposedly built the 
unusuRlly-shaped structure on a dare. A log building used as a school 
existed on the site before the existin~ one, and the former may have 
been the site of an 1837 meeting which discussed the proposed construction 
of nearby Harmony Church. The site was purchased in 1850 by the Harford 
County .3chool Commission, and the school was erected under the process 
where the County provided one-third of the funds and the local residents 
the rest. Irospect school taught grades one through eight, the single 
room having a stove in the center, two rows of seats on e~ch side of th0 
stove, Rnd th2 teacher's desk located at the well opposite the door. The 
1578 Martenet Map indicates the presence of the school, which operated 
- ltil 1930. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

5arford County ~irectory- 1953 
Harford County Land ?ecords 
Inte~view with ~rs. Rader ~artin, 10/76 
Martenet's Nap of 1878 

'-"'right, C. f-~ilton; Our H.:- ~...,rd 
Heritage, 1967, ~~-ncb 
Bray, 3altimore. 

The Story of t-::arford County- 1-late 17, First 
CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

Nation~l Bank of Aberdeen· 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
87 perches 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The property is located on the west side of ~aryland State Route #161, 
just north of the intersection ~ith Green Spring Road. It i3 part of 
the Rader ~artin property. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Faul T, ;enroa/ site surveyor 
ORGAN!ZA TION DATE 

I"laryl3.Ild Historical Trust Cctober 21, 19~6 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Shaw H~use, 21 3tate Circle ~67-1212 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

A.nnarolis 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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UNITE.8 8;:-/ .. TES 
~TMENT OF THE INTERIOR 





Prospect School 
Darlington, MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
October, 1976 
South 
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Prospect School 
Interior 
Darlington, MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
October, 1976 
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