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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Atlanta Hall is a two and one-half storey gabled roof brick house of
five pays, with a t¥e storey, two bay gabled roof west wing, a two storey
gabled roof north wing of three bays, extending behind the easterly bays
of the main house, with a one and one~half storey brick wing extending
east from the north wing. A one-storey porch formerly extended across
the south front, but is now removed. The main house, and part of the
norta wing, appear to comprise the original structure; the north wing has
been widened by several feet on its west cide. The additions appear to
be of the 20th century, and tle original construction annears to be of
the first quarter ~»f the 1%th century.

Although ths vrincipal entrance is in the westerly bay of the north
front, the south front appears to have been intended as the principal
front. It is laid in Flemish bond without queen closers, with pointed
convex joints; all other walls are of common bond, with every 6th course
being headers. Generally, t!'s wings are not bonded to the main house,
nor do the brick coursings correspond.

Brick cornices include ovolo and cavetto profiles; the ovolo course
of the main house ie flatter, characteristically Greek-revival, while
the corr:sponding course in the wings is more nearly quarter-round, pro-
bably of the closest available stock 20th century shape.

In the:ssauth front, both the center bavw and the bav adiacent to the
east contaiN BOORS,"WI¥H transoms. Both appear to be original features.
Generally, windows in both storeys of the main house are 9/6. 1In the
north wing, windows are &/6 in the first storey, 3/3 in the second, but
most first storey windows have been altered

The floor plan is ngt typical. The largest room is three bays in
length, and slightly greater than half the depth of the house, in the
southwest corner. A smaller room, two bays in length, and of the same
depth as the southwest room ig in the southeast corner. The stairhall
extends across the north front, from the west end four bays in length.

A emall room is in the northeast corner of the house. The north wing was
probably the kitchen, originally, but it has been extended and completely
reconstructed in the 20th century as a dining room, a modern kitchen and

other service rooms.

The stdircase rises, with landings, to the finished third storey-
ts slim round rail is supported by slim turned newels and plain, square
balusters. The stringer is open, and step ends are scrolled. A half-rail
reflecte the rail on the wall. Other interior trim appears original, or
carefully designed in the period of the house, including six panel doors
with shallow raises, architraves with 19th century type ogee backbanis,
chair rail, and pilastered mantels. Most door latches are of the "elbow"
type, and appear to be contemporary with the house, but their consistent
use in the additions suggests that many were brought from elsewhere.

The stone-walled cellar extends beneath the main house and the
earlier part of the north wing; in one chimney, an arch supports the
hearth above, but in the other, there is no recess beneath the hearthe

As the 1798 Federal Direct Tax records for this hundred of Harford
County are incomplete, no structures on this property can be positively
identified. However, it is doubtful if the existing structure would
appear on these records, as the first quarter of the 1%tk century is
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7+ Description (cont.)

rather consistently suggested in both form and detail.

An early stone structure, said to have been a small hay barrack, is
directly north of the dwelling, now fitted as an artist's studio. Barns
picturesquely grouped, stand some distance southwest of the house. Time
did not allow an examination of these buildings for age.

James T. Wollon, dJrs
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STATEMENT OF SiIGNIFICANCE

Atlanta Hall is a magnificumt brick structure, a pertien ef
which was built im the sarly part ef the 19th cemtury.

This heuse was built em let mumber 6, which was purchased by
Rickard Hutchims im 1786 amd a certificate of survey issued. (-1)
The patent fer this preperty was issued in 1787 fer 18 acres. (-2)
He alse had purchased ard patemted a pertioem of let mumber 7. (-3)
In the 1798 Direct Federal Tax Assessment fer Bush River Upper and
Edim Humdreds, Richard Hutchims is shown to ewm 253 acres amd a dwellt
ing house valued at $220.00 is presemt. {-4) This represeats a struct
ture of large gize if made ¢f frame er a smaller brick er stene
structure. Whether or net any of this erigimal structure remaims at
the present time cannet be ascertaimed. The architectural descrip-
tien eof the preseamt structure sugzests early 19th or late 13th cemtury

This house remained im the Hutchims family, beimz imherited by
Richard's sem, William amd his gramdsem, Jehm Standiferd Hutchias-
It was the birthplace of Nichelas Hutchims, a Baltimere silversmith,
amd the seven daughters ef John Standiferd Hutchims married imte the
Ceckey, “utchins, Besley, Street amd Pearce families all em The
mner.

Twe present swner eof the preperty is Mrs. fdward Vess, the
widow of Hdward Vess, kmewr as a great hersemanamd artist. He is
the brether of the imtermatiemally kmewn painter of spertimg sceres,
Stuart Vess amd eof Framk Vess, alse am artist.

This heuse fer many years was the cemter of spertimg activity amd
sperting figures frem all pertiems ef this part ef the country eftem
comgrecated there.

%

Referemces:

1. Retura Beek fer Reserved Lamds, p: 19
Salebeck Cemfiscated British Preperty, 1784, p. 39
Certificate ef Survey #L62

2+ Liber IC#C felie 102

3. Heturm Beek fer Heserved Lamds, pe L9
Certificate of Survey #1463

Ji+ Page 15
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South (front) Facade
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