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Stone Bank House on Glenville Road 
Glenville Road 
Churchville, MD 21028 

SUMMARY 

This stone bank house, 3 bays wide and 2 bays deep, has been substantially 
re-modeled but may date to the third quarter of the 19th century. At that 
time the property was owned by Isaac W. Coale and Eliza Jackson, son and daughter 
of Skipwith Coale, whose holdings included "Westwood" fann and the "Ha!'Tley Fann" 
(see HA-145, 146, 675-677). The property was subsequently purchased by Susanna 
Roberts, who owned a flour mill on Glenville Road, as well as the George C. Davis 
house (HA-147, 148). Bank houses were fairly common in this area, and this one 
is o~ 6f a few that have retained their original fonn and have not been added 
on to. 
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fJLOCATION Northwest corner of intersection of Glenville & Old Level Roads, 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This 1-1/2-story, gable-roofed fieldstone bank house is located on the north 
side of Glenville Road, west of the intersection with Old Level Road. 

The house, substantially re-modeled, faces south and its ridgeline runs 
east-west. Three bays wide on the south side, two bays wide on the north, and 
one bay deep, the house is set into a hill so that it has a full ground 
story on the south side. The latter is spanned by a one-story shed-roofed 
porch in the first story, set on a foundation with modern casement doors and 
a window. An entrance is located in the first story center bay, flanked by 
windows on both sides. All windows have replaced modern sash. An interior 
end brick chimney is located in the west end; the roof has a raked cornice, 
also apparently new. 
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This stone tenant house appears to have been built around the middle of the 19th 
century either by Eliza Jackson or by Robert Bond, more likely the fonner. In 1856, 
Eliza Jackson, daughter of Skipwith Coale, received the part of1

11 Westwood 11 fann 
referred to as lot #3 in the settlement of her father's estate. {although 
Skipwith Coale died in 1832, his property was not fonnally divided up until the 
settlement of the estate of his son, William F. Coale, in 1856.) Lot #3 already had 
on it a substantial stone house, which became the residence of Eliza Jackson, as 
noted on the 1878 Martenet's Map of Harford County. There is no record that the 
67·acre Lot #4, which is where this tenant house is, had any structure on it in 
1856, when it was allocated to Isaac W. Coale, brother of Eliza Jackson. 

The plats filed with the equity case settling William Coale's estate do not 
indicate a structure on Lot #4, while they do indicate structures on two other 
lots. The 1858 Jennings & Herrick Map is ambiguous: it shows two structures on 
the northwest side of Glenville Road, west of the Intersection with Old Level Road-
the northerly one belonging to I.W. Coale, the southerly one to Mrs. Jackson. 
The 1atter may or may not be this bank house, the fonner may or may not be "Westwood" 
(HA-675-677). The 1878 Martenet 1 s Map indicates "Mrs. Jackson Res. 11 where "Westwood" 
is; the intersection where the small bank house is located has been bleached out. 
In any event, the house was probably not built until after 1856, although it may 
have been constructed in time to show up on the 1858 Map. Isaac sold Lot #4 to her 
for $3150 in 1864.2 

Another clue {or red herring) may be the two mortgages E~iza Jackson took out 
on this lot, one for $1260 and, one for $1200, both in 1869 --perhaps indicating 
construction of the tenant house then. 

In 1870, Eliza Jackson sold to Robert Proud "all the right, title, and estate to 
all her lands in Harford County 11 for $800 and his agreement to pay all the liens 
on the property,4 and 14 years later Proud sold to Susannah Roberts 75 acres for 
$4170.37. Susanna Roberts owned the George C. Davis House {HA-147,148} and a mill. 
According to John McGrairfs molinography of Maryland Mills, George C. Davis, who 
was the father of Susannah Roberts, owned "a watennill worth $2,000 with one employee 
and output of 600 bbl. meal and flour {$4000). The 1858 Herrick Map showed G. Davis 
Mill on present Cool Branch Road (north side) {actually Glenville Road} 

(continued) 
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Stone Bank House on Glenville Road 
(a.k.a. Fielder-Coale Stone House) 

Significance 

and east bank of Mill Brook. 

Continuation Sheet #1 

r--1 
• I 

"The Mill was leased about 1876 by Miss Davis to a Mr. Parker, whose 
employed miller was H.K. Mitchell, Sr. The property later belonged to 
Dr. Roberts. The 1880 census showed Mrs. J. A. Roberts custom mill on 
Davis Run with $3,000 investment, l employee, 3 run of stones, and 50 
bu/diem maximum. A 21-foot fall drove a 14.5 hp, 15-inch turbine at 414 rpm. 
Output was 600 bbl flour, 18.5 tons meal, and 18.7 tons feed ($8000). 11 

In 1914 Susannah Roberts sold both this house and the 208 acres and 
house she had inherited from George C. Davis.S In 1927 it was sold to Fred 
A. Vogel and incorporated into the almost 500-acre 11 Westwood 11 fann, which 
included most of the acreage on the northwest side G1enville Road until 1953. 
(See HA-147,148). 

This bank house is of a traditional fonn common throughout the 19th 
century. Indeed, in form it is a scaled-down version of the nearby George 
C. Davis house. Unfortunately, however, this structure has undergone exten
sive re-modeling and without access to the interior, it is impossible to 
pin point its date of construction. 
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