SUMMARY

OTTO M@GNSEES HOUSE

HA-75

The Village of Darlington contains over forty 19th century buildings, and

The Otto Monsees house anchors a virtually uninterrupted

this is one of them.
It is

row of 19th century structures on the northwest side of Shuresville Road.
a relatively small structure that according to the 1878 Map and oral tradition

housed a shoe shop.
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The Otto Monsees house is located at 2129 Shuresville Road, on the northwest
corner of the intersection of Shuresville Road and 0ld Quaker Road. The house
faces southeast, and is situated less than 25' from either road surface.

This is a two story frame structure, approximately 28' square, sitting on a
raised uncoursed rubble foundation with a full basement. It has a slate covered
combination hipped and gable end roof, and is covered with circular sawn clapboards.
The southeast elevation is 3 bays wide with a center hall, and the northeast is
3 bays wide. Windows are 6/6, with the upper sash fixed in position and the
exterior doors are 4 panel with raised moulding. There is a large brick stack with
a rather ornate corbelled cap on the northeast, and a plainer brick chimney on the
southwest.

On the southeast elevation, there is a l-story shed roof porch supported by
square columns, and on the northeast is a small deck, sheltered by a gable roof.
A stone porch knee wall found at the north cormer, plus the door on the northeast
wall support the conclusion that there was an earlier wraparound 1 story porch.
There are modern shed and garage additions on the southwest elevation.

The interior has 4 rooms down and 5 up (originally 3 rooms up, later sub-
dividcd.) Inspection of the basement revealed log joists in the front (southeast)
half of the house, and sawn joists in the northwest portion. On the southwest wall
is a masonry fireplace, which was sealed off preventing further exploration. The
basement area was plastered and whitewashed. There is a stone foundation wall
between the north east and south west walls dividing the basement space in half -
this may have been the original northwest wall, with the house extended approximately
12" to the northwest. A doorway was cut thmugh in the southwest section, but in
the northeast, there is an opening with curved side walls that appears to be original.
This suggests an original L-plan.

The first floor has a central enclosed staircase flanked by 1 room on each
side. The room to the southwest is 15'4" X 10'5" and has a projecting fireplace
with built in closets above the chimney piece. The mantelpiece has an opening
flanked by pilasters simply articulated with moulding. The frieze above the
opening has a triangular or pediment design, the design articulated by applied
moulding.

In the northwest section (rear half) there is a wood wainscot 35" high,
made with 5 1/4" wide verticle boards butted together. This is capped with a
simple moulding. Brick flues are visible in each of these rear rooms, and the flue
in the west room has chamfered edges. These rear rooms were apparently the Quarters
for a Cobblers Shop.

(See Description Continuation Sheet #1)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Land Records extending back to 1857 indicate that James Baldwin sold Otto
Monsees 29 1/2 square perches for $350.00. It is on these small parcels that the
present structure stands.

Architectural evidence suggests a construction date of the third quarter of the
19th century. All materials are sawn and the exterior doors and decoration have the
flavor of the early Victorian. The overall small scale of the house is reminiscent
of earlier Vernacular dwellings though, and it is clear on this note that the influence
of the pattern books (Dowing especially) had not been felt in rural Darlington.

Today this house is one of about three dozen 19th century dwellings that survive

in Darlington. It is a contributing element in one of Harford County's best preserved
Jth century rural Crossroads Villages.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Description Continuation Sheet #1

HA 75

Otto Monsees House

2129 Shuresville Road
Darlington, Maryland 21034

The attic revealed 3" X 3 1/2" circular sawn rafters, mitred and nailed at
the ridge. Cut nails were observed in the gable end studs, and the attic floor
boards. The roof line has been altered at least once.

Initially, the front (south east) section was sheltered by a gable roof and
the present roof line maintains this old pitch on the southeast. The roof was later
raised and extended to the north west, and a portion of the older roof rafter and
sheathing are still visible.

There are no outbuildings associated with this structure. It does not appear
on the 1858 Jennings & Herrick Map, although this cannot be taken as conclusive
proof that it wasn't there at that time. The relatively small size and the plan,
as well as architectural evidence (sawn materials, cut nails, lack of hewn mater-
ials) don't suggest any thing earlier than third quarter though. The 1878 Martenet
Map only identifies this as the '"Shoe Shop."
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TITLE SEARCH

HA-75
OTTO MONSEES HOUSE
2129 Shuresville Rd., Darlington, Maryland

June 11, 1975 Grantor: Joseph and Mazel Murphy

Grantee: Richard and Judith Briggs
Acreage: 29-1/2 square perches

Dec. 22, 1947 Grantor: Charles and Pauline Swift
Grantee: Joseph and Hazel Murphy
Acreage: 29-1/2 square perches
Dec. 5, 1941 Grantor: Edward J. Stively, Executor
Grantee: Charles A. Swift
Acreage: 29-1/2 square perches
Sum: $2,500.
from Will of Rebecca J. Dern -
Wills AJG 20/499 - June 14, 1941
Stively is her executor - Rebecca Dern
acquires land through Will of Charles P. Dern
March 8, 1907 - Wills HTB 13/434
Feb. 17, 1896 Grantor: Walter W. Preston and J. Martin
McNabb, Trustees.
Grantee: Charles P. Dern
Acreage: 29-1/2 square perches
Sum: $530.
Trustees appointed from equity case decision
April 17, 1895
Anne Monsees, complainant
John A. Monsees et. al., defendants
Ann Monsees buys land at public sale for
$530. on May 20, 1895, then sells to Charles
Dern before title is executed.
Dec. 21, 1857 Grantor: James Baldwin
Grantee: Otto Monsees and wife
Sum: $350.

Acreage: 29-1/2 square perches

"Beginning at the corner east of the house and

on the edge of the road leading from Darlington
to Stafford...."

is on part of the tract called "Arabia Petrea"

James Baldwin may have purchased this land

from Aquila Massey (HDG 36/181 June 8, 1850
99-1/2 perches) but the description of the land
in the 1850 deed cannot be matched exactly

and so a positive connection cannot be
established.
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Otto Monsees Shoemaker
Shop and House
(Joseph Murphy House)

2129 Shuresville Road,

Darlington
Harford County Dept. of

lanning map from aerial
pHotos taken March, 1990
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OTTO MONSEES HOUSE
Phillip R. Lord
June, 1981




