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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC Constant Friendship 

AND/OR COMMON 

Constant Friend sh::.,-; 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Elnmorton Road 
CITY. TOWN 

3el !,ir _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

XBUILDING!S) ~PRIVATE JS_UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS :;-;_YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

first 
COUNTY 

::ar:ford County 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVA1E RESIDENCl 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPQRTATiON 

_MILITARY X0THER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY work - 539-4224 
NAME 

Reuben Shiling 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STREET & NUMBER 

7814 Ridge Terrace 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltimore _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Ha!' ford Cotmty Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

4o South Main Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Bel Air 

ml REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

Telephone #: home - 484-4442 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE / ZJ.p 
JV!D 

HDC 932 
346 

STATE 

Maryland 

code 

_FEDERAL _STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

I ti! ... .., ; t - -· I '"'· 
/'.r. tb~ 1r:; 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

'::'he ~ain h::mse (.r..::..-766) on the Constci.nt Friendship :=arm faces west 3l1d is locate.d 
on a 11ill with a magnificent vie·,1 of the W'loded valley belo·,;. "':'he house itself, a 
frame mansion, is beyond help :10·,;, having been allowed to deterior-ate for several dec
ades .'3Jld being com~letely ~uttad by a fire on December 26, 1974. T'ne house consits of 
two, possibly 3 main sections with a small twentieth century addition on the north east 
end. It is a beveled frrw• constructed onto low, rabble s!:one founda'::ions. It has a 
slate roof. Section 1 of this house is four bays long. It has a co~beled brick fire
place at each end. ;;. t!1rough hal:::.. now leads to section b:o. The open stain.ray had had 
lo· . .; risers ' .. ri.th no visible trim. .:.. half rail runs the length of the st3.ir. A cellar 
entrance is located in t!1e base of the stairway. I'he princiDle entrance, located on the 
south side, ho.d had a tra:isom, probably of four l:L;hts, judging by the size of the 
fr3.!lle. An old box lock w&s seen on the floor ,;here the d:nr snould have bee!l. 'I'he 
crQ~bling elegance of this old house can be seen in the delicately moulded chair rails 
and the remnants of beautiful old wall paper. Shutters were ~resent on this section at 
one time. Remaining windows are six li_g;i1ts over six. ;}wo smaller at tice window flank 
chimneys at each gable end. A two nanel door on the eq st facade is fla.'1ked by side 
lights of four nanes. 

A porch may have been present on the south facade at one time. A Flggstone , 
is laid out in front of the door and steps lead down the hill. 

Section 2 is six oays long; the 3 bay part that is flush with section l was pro
b9.bly added first, and later expanded to the 5 bays present. This section, is two 
stories with higher ceilings than the first se:::tion. An entrance on the northwest bay 
of this section is in line with the through hall of section 1. There are probably 
three fireplaces in this entire section; two chimneys are present, the position of one 
seeming to indicate its use by 2 fireplaces built back to bg_ck. 

Log Smokehouse HA-767 

The actual co!lstraction of this log smokehouse is sturdy-its interlocking log 
fr~me is nlastered and chinked with stone. The slate roof of this build"_ng has fallen 
in, t'.'lough, due to its weakening by extreme vine gro.,,-th. This structure is ap-::iroxi
matelv 3-10 feet square, one story, and it is built onto 3-4 feet high rubble stone 
found~tions. A door is located on the south facade. 

Log Dwelling HA-768 

This dwelling is located north east of the main house. It faces south and con
sists of two sections. 

Section 1 is of interlocking log frame. It is one story high, two bays by one. 
It is built onto low, rubble stone foundation. It has a slate, gable flank roof with 
a brick chimney on the east inside end. The only entrance in this section is on 
soath east bay. A wood plank door is present. windows at the ground level are si..-.. 
lia-hts over six. I'wo attic windo'tJS are present on the west gable end• '.!:'hese are caae
me~t windows of six lights. Gable ends at the attic elevation, are covered with be.;:e-
veled board. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ..J.RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 ..J.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 UGRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

---X1700-1799 ..J.RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

•_ 1800-1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

• STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The tract, Constant Friendship, was originally owned by Col. r::'homas ';/hite, an 
extensive land holder in Harford Co'.lnty. The patented this property in 1761. Between 
the>t time and 1790, the tract fell into the hands of '.villiam Hall, probably a nephew 
o:'. CoL ,'hite, w::i.ose wife was Sophia Hall. In 1790, ',-Jilliam Hall built the dwelling 
house on the Constant Friendship Farm. The 1814 tax list shows that '.ViEiam !fall owned 
1126 acres on which stood the two story frame dwelling, as well as eight out buildings, 
a saw mill, and a grist mill. The property remained in the ha~ds of the Hall family 
u--,~ il 1948 when the trustees of the estate of Caroline Hall Brotunel sold the lands to 
settle an equity case which involved her heirs. T~is had been a properous dairy and 
cattle farm. As the financial worth of land in 3arford County was realised, ~ne Con
stant Friendship farm was bought up by speculators in the 1960 1 s and was p!'oposed for 
devel0pment into a community of modern homes. During that time, most of the buildings 
on Const:mt Friendship Farr.i had been, ab:-ndoned and during the thirty year stretch from 
the time it left the hands :Jf the Hall family and the present, the imnressi ve frmne 
house was allowed to deteriorate. The Caretaker, Clyde Dennis, and his family had lived 
in the house until a fire on December 26, 1974, completely gutted the building. 

Besides the proposed ccrrm11ni ty develonment, Elis tract will also be affected by 
the rerouting of Maryland Rte. 24. The house, itself, seems to be beyond repair, but 
two log structures (HA 767 and HA 768) are in fairly good condition and seem to be of 
considerable age. These are i;;;ood examples of interlocking log frame structures and 
should be preserved. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1798 Federal ~ax List 

Presto:'.1\ i.•:a:'..te!' ':!.; History cf :Sarford Cot1nty; 1901, Balti:nore 

·.vright, C. Milton; Our Harford :J:eri tage; 1967. 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY approxima"'.:ely 51+3 3.Cres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Tl-iis lfu"'ld is bou.."'1ded by other lands owned by Reuben Shiling. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

Sf ATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAi~E I TITLE 

Susan Deeney, Field ~istorian 

ORGANIZATION 

qistoric District Commission 
STREET & NUMBER 

45 South Main Street 
Cl fY OR TOWN 

Bel Air 

COUlllTY 

COUNTY 

December 7, 1976 
DATE 

833-6000 ext. 207 
TELEPHONE 

Sl'ATE '...., 

~1ar~.·:::..and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1101 



Emmorton Road 
Bel Ur, MD 

HDC 932 346 

GRG 650 647 

GRG 609 13L.. 

GRG 

514 ?_76 

323 

ALl 23 241 

33 447 

DG'd 191 48:~ 

7/9/73 

6/30/64 

12/23/62 

9/1/64 

11/6/58 

10/29/58 

11/8/48 

12/111/1869 

6/6/1876 

4/22/44 

TITLE S"SARCH 
HA-766 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grant or: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Grant or: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 
Grantee: 

D.A. 21terprices, Inc. 
Reuben Shiling 
831.489 acres 

Title Service Inc. 
Reuben Shiling 
195 acres (being 588/238) 

Tho:nas :i.llen a."ld Mary Isbelle tfoore 
Reuben Shiling 
13i+. 7493A (being GRG 395/356) 

George ?. Porter and Ethel Porter 
Reuben Shiling 
Plat Bk. GRG 9/77 .5~ acres (being GRG 514/276) 

Alvin N. anj Jean G. Gray 
George F. and Ethel J. Porter 
543 acres, Plat of "Constant Friendship" Plat GCB 
4/34 

Confirmatory Deed 
Stewart Day to Alvin N. and Jea."1 G. Gray 

Gra."'ltor: Stewart Day and John A. Robinson, Trustees 
Grantee: Alvin N. and Jean G. Gray 
This deed was defective "Constant Friendshhi" or "Laureturn 
decree for "Squity Case 3/10/48. James !:. ~1d Sara s. Bro:.i
mel Vs. Charles 'dal"ace Broumel and Joy etc •••• Docket 
7/140 :1!11985. 

Grant or: 
Grantee: 
Acrea(".e: 

Grant or: 
Grantee: 
Acrea;;e: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Agnes !J:aL 
Thomas '<·I. t!al: 
250 acres 

Agnes Eall fu.ory 
Thomas ·1. Hall, Jr. 
200 acces 

Louis E. ~· Degoll 
Tho:nas ':l'.'1i te Hall, son of above !'laJned Thomas W. 
Hall balance of a tract called "Lauretum". Caro .. 
line :fall Broumel died possessed of this propert~; 

Granter: Last 'dill a.'1d ~estement, of Caroline H. Broume2-
Grantee: Heirs at law-Husban:i J. ':Jallace 3roumel, her :;ons 

James E. and Charles \fallace 



- AJG 19 498 8/7/36 r:rantor: Last ;.-Jill and Testement of T..'1omas 'dhite Hall 
Grantee: Caroline H. 3roumel, his sister 
Acreage: Lauretum 39 acres 

'1/SF 10 29 1/14/1884 Grant or: Last 'Nill and Testement of Th·omas ·.· ... Hall 
Grantee: Caroline H. Br:>umel, '.!.is daughter 

SR 1 171 10/7/1818 Grantor: 'w'illiam Hall L':!AT 
Grantee: Son Aquil3., property north side Bynam Run, son 

Thomas ·..mite all my la...'1.ds lying on the west side 
of the road le· __ ding from Abingdon to Belle Air 
and on the main road leading from Gupowder :fock 
to Bell Air. To son, George 'dilliarn, lan:ls west 
side of road leading from Gupowder Neck to 3ell 
Air and lying between said road and the Glebe 
lands of James Mccomas. It is my will and desire 
that all my lands lying between the SSE line of 
the Cilebe lands, and Winters Run be sold for pay-
ment of debts like·t1ise all my lands lying on the 
west side of 01-linters Run being part of Consta'lt 
Friendship, :J:arrison's Resolution ::icko.:-y Ridge. 

AJC 38;2 3/15/1807 Grantor: Thomas Hall age ::>~ 
~:; died, gave to uncles 

Grantee: :.;award a horse, Bend edict his hogs, Brother H. 
Carvil, George, executors property to be divided 
between ',villiam 'ifuite, Sophia, Isabella, John 
Thom'1s, ~ward Benedict, Martha Ann, :.:lizabeth 
Hal~. 

AJC 24'5 6/30/1804 Grantor: L'.VA'I: Thomas 'fall ~? :>- years old, 5 children-Sophia 
V/illiam '.v., Isabella, Jo!-i:i Thomas, ?nward Benedict 

Grantee: To ~~omas Hall Cby wife ~leanor Gordon 1000 lbs. 
and some furniture and a horse to George '.Vahsing-
ton Hall 1000 lbs. to Carvil Ha::.l, lOOOlbs. 



INVENTORY NO. '1 ~lt - 7 (p q 

DATE: 

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor 

NAME OF PROPERTY: 

LO CATI ON OF PROPERTY: 

ELECTION DISTRICT 

TAX MAP NO. 

PARCEL NO. 

---------------------
DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: ~e ~ 

NAME OF OWNER:-------~~~-~-~~· ~''-'~\~N~4~-<~~\A~1,~·¥''s-r~r~·~G~\~3-A~\·~1 1~0-c1~~) J ~ { 
ADDRESS: 

STORIES: l[ ] 2[ ] 3[ ] 4[ ] 5[ ] 6[ ] BAYS: 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

WALL COl~STRUCTI ON: 

[X.] F~~ll.ME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten( type?) 
[ ] BrICK: Bond type- common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
[ ] ST·JNE: Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
[ ] LOG 

WALL FEATURES: BELT~'RSE, PI~LS RS, OTHERS 
FOUNDATIOiJS: HIGH, W, BRICK, TON 
WATER TABLE: fWNE, PL fl, BEVELE , MOULDED BRICK 

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: l/l[ ] 2/2[ ] 6/6C;x] 9/6[ ] 9/9[ ] other[ ] 
pe~ged[ ] nailed[ ] wide[ ] narrow[ ] 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATIOf~: 

Q=,I 

HARDWARE: original[ ] replaced[ ] 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS , PLAIN 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT, ~LE FL~ ~NSARD, FLAT, DORMERS 
MATERIAL: woo sh1ng es,~ tin, asphalt original[] replaced[] 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed[ ] hip[ ] gable[ ] 

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER__j_ BRICK[i] STONE[ ] CORBELED[x_] original[ ] repl~ced[ ] 
LOCATION: 

ARCHES: 

COMMENTS: 
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DATE: 

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor 

ADDRESS: 

I h" _, I I -, ( I'. 
-1 t-r - 1 £· C - I :: -1 

ELECTION DISTRICT 

TAX MAP NO. 

PARCEL NO. 

STORIES: l[ ] 2[ ] 3[ ] 4[ ] 5[ ] 6[ ] BAYS: 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

[ ] FF~l\ME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten( type?) 
[ ] BrICK: Bond type- common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 

? 

[ ] STJNE: Bond type- rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
[x] LOG 

WALL FEATURES: BELT COLlRSE, PILASTERS, OTHERS 
FOUNDATIOilS: HIGH, ttUW) BRICK~ 
WATER TABLE: fWNE, PLAHJ, BEVEtro-;MOULDED BRICK 

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1 /1 [ ] 2/2[ ] 6/6fx] 9/6[ ] 9/9[ ] other[ ] 
pe~ged[ ] nailed[ J wide[ ] narrow[ ] 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION: 
HARDWARE: original[ ] replaced[ ] 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT ,cGABLE FL~ H~NSARD, FLAT, DORMERS ( ~ -"h 

MATERIAL: wood shingles,~ tin, asphalt original[)] replaced[ ] 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed[ ] hip[ ] gable[ ] 

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER i BRICK[)i] STONE[ ] CORBELED[ ] original[ ] repl~ced[ ] 
LOCATI_Gr_I:- 1 t-~, , ; Q.,,- ~ ~-J T:> - e A ~T 

-~~.;.__;,_-~--~-'---'-----------

ARCHES: 

COMMENTS: 1 N ~1 o ~-J ~h. Ap!-- r :, ~ b..t.- yY...(l'd rf'.......J 

SA'JlD 
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Consf crnt friendship 
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C onsta.,,+ Friendship '. 
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Constant Friendship 
Bel Air-Dnmorton, MD 
Susan M. Deeney 
November, 1976 
West 

HA- 766 





Constant Friendship 
Log Out Building 
Bel Air,IDnmorton 
Susan M. Deeney 
November, 19?6 
south 

HA-?67 





Constant Friendship 
Log Dwelling 
Bel Air/Dmnorton 
Susan M. Deeney 
November, 1976 
South 

·-----

HA-768 
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