
HA-783 

John T. Carter House 
101 Cherry ilill Road 
Rocks vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1905-1910 

The John T. Carter House is a good example of the early 20th century 
transitional phase in vernacular architecture. The polygonal bay and 
veranda-like porch are elements found in late 19th century houses. 
The overall form is, however, compact and volumetric with few decorative 
frills, reflecting the economy and efficiency of design which came to 
typify the 20th century house. The Carter House may be contrasted with 
the Ignatius Rutledge House (HA-787), a late 19th century house which is 
located on the same property. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John T. Carter House is a 2-1/2 story frame house built about 
1905-1910 with a shed porch and aluminum siding which stands on a hill 
east of Rocks Road (Maryland Route 24) and Deer Creek about 1/2 mile 
northeast of the Ferncliff subdivision near Rocks State Park, Harford 
County, Maryland. The main elevation faces north. 

The gable roof ridge is on a north-south axis so that the north 
elevation is dominated by the gable end of the house. The first and 
second floors have four bays and the top half-story has two bays. 
A shed porch extends across the north elevation and most of the west, 
ending with a 2-1/2 story projecting polygonal bay with an overhanging 
gabled dormer on the top level. The entire exterior of the house, 
including the porch parapet and roof supports are covered in white 
aluminum siding. The door and window frames are plain and most have 
exterior storm windows. The sash is mainly 1/1. A brick chimney 
is located in the center of the house. On the south elevation is a 
shed addition, also covered with aluminum siding. The foundation 
is stone and the main roof is slate. The porch roof is modern compo
sition material. 

About 30 yards east of the house is a frame wagon shed or garage, 
apparently contemporary with the house. The structural timbers are 
machine sawn and the vertical siding has traces of blue paint. The 
roof is slate. Adjoining the shed on the south is a modern concrete 
block tractor shed. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John T. Carter House is a good example of the early 20th 
century transitional phase in vernacular architecture. The polygonal 
bay and veranda-like porch are elements found in late 19th century 
houses. The overall form is, however, compact and volumetric with 
few decorative frills, reflecting the economy and efficiency of design 
which came to typify the 20th century house. The Carter House may be 
contrasted with the Ignatius Rutledge House (HA-787), a late 19th 
century house which is located on the same property. 

NOTE: HA-783 was originally assigned to the Harold Baker House. This 
was later duplicated by HA-1559, James Baker House (NR). Number 
783 was therefore cancelled and reassigned to the John T. Carter House. 
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746/201 
31 May 1967 

295/436 
4 April 1946 

108/131 
13 December 1902 

JOH:'~ T. CARTER HOUSE and IGHATIUS RUTLEDGE HOUSE 

HA-783 HA-787 

C~IAL~ OF TITLE 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Mary I. Crowl, widow 
Paul A. and Elizabeth M. Crowl 
215 

Grantor: Ida F. Carter, et al. 
Grantee: Carroll W. and Hary I. Crowl 
Acreage: 215 
Estate of John T. Carter, died 5 November 1934 
Will dated July 18, 1934, Will Book AJG 19/262 
Land included parts of "Robert's Garden", "Garden Fence", 
"Robert's Venture Enlarged", "Best Endeavor", 
"Grafton's Addition", and "Timber Ridge". 

Grantor: William H. Harlan & J. Edwin Webster, trustees 
for Phebe Rutledge and executors for Charles A., 
John R., Martha J., Monica A., Henrietta M. 
Rutledge and Jacob A. Doxen, attorney 

Grantee: John T. Carter 
Acreage: 375 
Amount: $3300 
" •.. Monica Rutledge nee Wheeler departed this life 
during the month of February 1807, leaving her two 
children viz. John W. Rutledge and Ignatius Rutledge 
who . • • were infants under the age of twenty-one . 
upon whom descended two of the hereinafter mentioned 
tracts •.• "Robert's Garden" and a part of ... 
"Garden Fence" containing 211 acres •..• John and 
Ignatius in their lifetime made a settlement between 
themselves for the said two tracts . . • Ignatius 
entered into possession and helf possession up until 
the time of his death, but failed to have a deed 
recorded. Whereas, the said John W. and Ignatius 
Rutledge have since departed this life, the said 
John W. leaving ... his only heirs at law, the 
said Charles A., John R., Hartha J., Monica A., 
Henrietta 11., and • • • Patrick H., . • • (who) 
has recently died unmarried and without issue; and 
Whereas, the said Charles A. (et al), having know-
ledge of said settlement between their father and 
uncle are willing to carry out the contract entered 
into by their father and to convey his interest . . • 
in . . . the said two tracts of land to his brother 
. . . and for the purpose of conveying any and all 
interests that they might have • • • join in this deed." 

CmTE: Joshua Rutledge may have been the son of Ignatius Rutledge. Joshua 
died in 1892 (Will Book JMM ll/270, 15 June 1892) and his wife Phebe 
died in April 1901 (Will Book GSN 12/340)) 



HA-783 and HA-787 
John T. Carter House and Ignatius Rutledge House 
Chain of Title 
Page 2 

35/366 
30 June 1877 

1/99 
13 Feb. 1852 

35/410 
23 Nov. 1849 

23/177 
29 Oct. 1839 

S/207 
28 Aug. 1805 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 
Amount: 

Silas and Martha Warner 
Joshua Rutledge 
5 sq. perches 
$5 

Grantor: John D. and Elizabeth Grafton 
Grantee: Ignatius Rutledge 
Acreage: 15, parts of "Best Endeavor" and "Grafton's Addition" 
Amount: $149 

Grantor: Coleman Yellott, trustee 
Grantee: Ignatius Rutledge 
Acreage: unknm.vn, parts of !'Robert 1 s Venture Enlarged" 
Amount: $1230 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreage: 
Amount: 

Barnet Clark, Thomas Clark, H--- Grafton et al. 
Ignatius Rutledge 
50 
$500 

Grantor: John L. Gibson and Joseph Wheeler 
Grantee: Monica Rutledge, wife of Jacob Rutledge 
" . . • Ignatius Wheeler • • • by his last will and testa
ment (13 July 1792) did devise his real and personal 
estate equally to be divided between his children . . . 
the said Monica now Rutledge formerly Wheeler, one of 
the daughters of the said Ignatius Wheeler becomes entitled 
to the land hereafter mentioned . . • all that tract . . . 
of land called "Robert's Garden" purchased by •.. Ignatius 
Wheeler . . • of Robert Clark and also all that tract 
of Land called "The Garden Fence" except 34.5 acres •.. " 
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John T. Carter House RA- 783 
Harford County 
Photographer : Janet Davis 
February 1984 
Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust 
North elevation 
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Harford County 
Photographer : Janet Davis 
February 1984 
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