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AVEiliIE-GOLDSBOROUGH HOUSE 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

c. 1801 

The Aveilhe-Goldsborough House is a two story, three bay square stucco 
covered brick, detached dwelling with a hipped roof. The style of the 
house, particularly the design of the roof reflect the French ancestry of 
Baptiste Aveilhe for whom it was built. This is one of the most architecturally 
interesting buildings in Havre de Grace as well as one of the oldest. 
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300 N. Union Avenue is a two story, three bay square, stucco 
covered brick, detached dwelling with a hipped roof. Built inc. 1801, 
the style of the house - particularly the design of the roof -, 
reflect the Frence ancestery of Baptiste Aveilhe for whom it was 
built. A two story wing, also stucco covered brick, joins the house 
on the south side. The house, used as a combination residence and 
real estate business, is on the corner of N. Union Ave. and Green 
St., facing east, with a spacious yard around it. It is painted white 
with green trim. 

A one story, three bay porch with square posts and a hipped, tin 
roof extends across the facade (east elevation). A 1916 postcard 
(photograph included in this report) shows the house without any 
porch. 

Window openings on all elevations of the main block, have wooden 
sills with reeded stone flat arches and prominent, raised and reeded 
keystones. The windows have 6/6 light, double hung sash with louvered 
shutters on the second floor and half-louvered, half-paneled shutters 
on the first. The windows in the wing are smaller with 6/6 light, 
double hung sash. 

The main entrance, flanked by louvered shutters, is in the north 
bay of the facade. The door is six-paneled with a four light transom 
above it. The wall above the transom is supported by the same type 
of cut stone flat arch with prominent, reeded keystone as is present 
above the windows. 

The most outstanding feature of the building is the roof; it is 
a hipped roof, slate covered with a steep, concave curve, rising to 
a peak. South of the center of the roof is a very large, multi-flued, 
brick chimney, covered with stucco although the brick is exposed 
at the top. The wing has a slate, gable roof with an interior end 
chimney above the west gable end. 

Interior: First Floor - Main Block and Wing 

The house has a side hall plan with an open string stair on the 
north wall rising to the third floor. At the second floor landing the 
walnut handrail makes a graceful turn. South of the wide front hall 
are two rooms with a chimney rising between them, allowing a fireplace 
in each room. In the east (front) room the mantel has a segmentally 
arched opening and, Tuscan pilasters and a frieze with a decorative 
band of gouge work. The mantel in the west room is plainer with a 
rectangular opening. The hall and rooms off it have chair railing and 
paneled wainscots; doors throughout are six-paneled with architrave 
enframements. 
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300 North Union Avenue is one of the most architecturally 
interesting buildings in Havre de Grace as well as one of the oldest. 
This is one of the few buildings with documentary evidence showing that 
it survived the burning of the town by the British in 1813 when most 
of the buildings in Havre de Grace were destroyed. Harford County 
land records show that John Baptiste Aveilhe, listed as being of 
Charleston, South Carolina, bought five lots of land from James White 
Hall and Sarah Hall in 1801. While he paid $400.00 for the land fronting 
9n Union Avenue between Green and Franklin Streets, he sold it in 1803 
~r $1500.00, this including houses and outbuildings. Perhaps the 

ceason why he sold the land so quickly after building a house on it 
ffiay be explained by court records which contain claims against 
Aveilhe dated 1805 (two years after the property was sold) for debts 
on building materials and labor. 

A strong French influence is evident in the material and design 
of this house. This is not surprising given the French name of the 
man for whom the house was built and the fact that he was from 
Charleston, South Carolina - a city with many French settlers. 
The decorative fenestration detail, scalloped frieze beneath a wide 
wooden cornice and colors (white with green trim) on the surface 
of the main block give the structure an unusually crisp and graceful 
appearance. 

Another owner of 300 North Union Avenue was Howes Goldsborough, 
Town Commissioner and Treasurer (c.1830). According to the "Minutes 
of the Commissioner's Meeting", Goldsborough, a prosperous merchant, 

·-was the owner of several ships and a store; in addition, he was 
responsible for the purchase of lumber and wood for the town wharf, 
completed in 1831. The house remained in the Goldsborough family 
from 1816-1855. Behind the house is a brick meat house, believed to 
be the only outbuilding of this type left in Havre de Grace. 

The Aveilhe-Goldsborough House is one of the three most architecturally 
'.ignificant buildings in the town. Its corner location next to the post 
0ffice gives it a deservedly prominent place on the main street -
Union Avenue. 
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Society Bulletin In Press 
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7. Description: Aveilhe-Goldsborough House (cont•t) 

A two story wing including the original kitchen joins the house 
on the rear. On the west wall of the old kitchen (west room) is a 
large cooking fireplace with a rectangular ooening and a simole man­
tel shelf with a rounded edae. Under this room is a basement. 

Outbuildinos: 

Behind the building is a brick meat house (now whitewashed) with 
a wooden shingled , gable front roof. The south elevation door is built 
of verticle boards and has iron strap hinges. Above the door is a 
perforated opening for ventilation. 
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AVEILHE-GOLDSBOROUGH HOUSE 

Approximate first floor plan 

0lot to scale 
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